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Sweet Sioux City Convention 
By John Marshall , President 

What a great weekend! For 
those of you who missed it, I'm 
sorry you did because you 

I 

missed one heck of a good time! 
I think those who were there 
might tell you that it was one of 
the best spring conventions we 
have ever had. 

We had great attendance and 
al I those who were here had 
more neat stuff to do than they 
could get done. 

The competition was great, as 
you might expect. We had super 
si nging from the quartets and 
121

h Street Rag, as our winner, 
will be representing our district 
at International. They scored 
well above the qualifying score 
and Sound Legacy was only one 
point shy of the qualifying score 
and well could be chosen later as 
a competitor. 

Most of us thought the judges 
were crazy for not qualifying at 

least four quartets out of all that 
good singing. Millennium was 
the qualifier as the college quar
tet champion and wilt compete in 
Anaheim. 

There is a high probability 
that we could be looking at the 
International college quartet 
chan1pion. They are exceptional 
and if you have the chance to 
hear them, don't miss it. 

The board approved the addi
tion of divisional chorus 
competitions and the Denison 
Chapter was the Northwest Divi
sion champion at the A plateau. 

Look in this issue of the Sere
nade for how this works. We 
hope to have chapters competing 
at alt plateaus in each division. 

Your chapter could wm m 
your division! 

If you weren't competing, you 
had the chance to do so many 
things and they must have been 
good, because there were a lot of 
people going to Tag Singing, 
Quartet Coaching, Voice Analy
sis and the History Room. Many 
people attended a class catted, 
I low to Judge a Contest, which 
was supported by members of 
the judging panel who graciously 
donated their time and expertise. 

Others participated in singing 
in the Festival Chorus, which 
filled the risers and was directed 
by Larry Monson. 

As always, the Sioux City
sponsored hospitality room was a 
great place to be and the Barber
shoppers hop was well used. 

Thank you, Sioux City Chap
ter, for a job well done!! 

society for the '1>reservatlon and -i:ncouragement o.f1Jarber Shop Quartet Singing in Jlmerlca. 1nc. 
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Are you ready? 
By Merrill Aitchison, CSD Convention Chairman 

Now is the time to sta rt thinki ng about the ' 99 fall convention in Ce
dar Rapids the weekend of October 1-3. This convention is going to be 
a BIG ONE. It 's going to be one that you don' t want to miss. The ac
tivities wi ll be extraordinary. You' re going to have tag singing, gang 
singing, sing with the champs and those of you who like to sing with the 
piano, there will be Dan Warschauer at the grand piano. There will be a 
first with a father, son and grandson chorus, which will perform Satur
day evening. Also, we plan on a mass chorus sing on the ri verfront and 
the sound should be wonderful. 

Remember that no one stays home when you can have a weekend of 
thrills and chill s of hearing those ringing barbershop chords being sung. 
So let's start making your plans now. More information including 
housing and registration information wil l be in your hands around the 
first of July. KS 
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FROM THE CONVENTION 

C&J Corner 
More important information 
By John Stucker, VP Contest & Judging 

Your Central States District. Board has just 
passed a resolution that will provide ALL chapters 
in the district an opportunity to compete and win a 
division chorus championship! 

The details: 
At each division contest, there will be a quartet 

qualifier contest Gust like the past two years). In 
addition, there will be a DIVISION cho~s contest 
where we will crown a champion in each of the 
membership plateaus. If your chapter membership 
as of December 31 , 1998, is 39 or fewer members, 
you are Plateau A and compete against only other 
Plateau A chapters 

Continuing on, Plateau AA chapters have up to 
75 members and again, compete only against other 
Plateau AA chapters. Plateau AAA chapters have 
76 or more members. This chorus contest will be 
on the same day as the quartet contests and there 
will be the normal coaching/evaluation sessions for 
all competitors 

All chapters have the opportunity to compete for 
a divisional championship at their plateau. This is 
a chance to go to a one day event, sing, get scored, 
hear from the judges and perhaps come away with 
a trophy as your division championship at either 
plateau A, AA or AAA. 

You don ' t have to qualify or do anything special 
you just have to use the registration form on the 
Society Web page and register for your Division 
Competition as you would for any competition. 
Then get there to sing. If you are not interested 
this time, don't go and it won't change a thing for 
any other competitions or conventions. 

It is likely that you wili also have the chance to 
sing in a mass chorus and perhaps sing on the eve
ning show. This very simply is a chance to have 
some fun and win. If you have any questions, call 
one of the officers and we will try to help you un
derstand how to get invo lved. Your chapter coach 
can also help you. 

I am sure that the Denison, Iowa, Chapter is 
proud to have won the Northwest Division Chorus 
Plateau A Championship on April 17, 1999. 

The following 1999 division contests remain: 
DIVISION LOCATION DA TE 
Southwest St. Joseph, Mo. July 17 
Northeast Ottumwa, Iowa August 14 
Southeast St. Louis, Mo. August 28 

Congratulations to 12'h Street Rag for qualify
ing for International in Anaheim, and to the rest of 
the competitors for their efforts in the prelims. 

Please talk with the quartets and choruses that 
used the Web page to enter the past contest and 
find out how easy it really is . I provide instant 
feedback that your entry was received so you don't 
have to worry or call me on the telephone to check .. 
PLEASE use the Web-based entry form. £S 

-··-"_"_"-··-··- - ·- ·· - ··- - ·-··- ··- · -··-··-··-.. -··-"-"-··-· - - - · ·- ··- ··-··-··- ·- ·· -! 

COMING i 

NEXT MONTH 
Due to space limitations in this issue, 

several a rticles and photos had to 
be withheld, but will be in the 

July -August Serenade. 
Included are Youth Outreach, 

the Sou th Dakota Festival. 
an event with the Algona chorus, 

i 
! 
! 
l 
! 
! 
! 
! 
! 
! 
i 

rnore Convention photos l 
-··-.. - · ·-··- ·:::i::.~.?!.~.~~ .. ~~~-e.:.E!.~t.~~~ .. €~-a.--~.:~: .. -.. -.. -.. -.. J 

Warren Carlson 
Clyde Stant 

Southwestern District 
1996 Comedy Quartet Oampioo 

~I"''mh•p n., ••• , ... 

l§JPl#ifiAf1Ui';4 
Paul Kini ... with • To 1uh of F11 n! 

Ron Walbce 
Paul King 

Home; ('41 7) 883· I 043 
Business: (<41 7) 862-6100 
Facsimile: (<4 17) 862-3200 

917 East Maplewood St. 
Sprlnifleld. Missouri 

65807-5365 
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So what's happening in chorus director development? 
By Larry Monson, VP Chorus Director Development 

The success of Chorus Director Development 
lies in the hands of the individual chapters and their 
willingness to support the local chapter music di
rector. 

The society, through the COD committee, offers 
helpful suggestions and encouragement to the mu
sical directors for their continuing education. 

l. Directors College. Held every year during 
Harmony College (this year August 1-8), this inten- . 
sive training provides wonderful insights to chorus · 
directing through conducting classes, perform
ance/leadership, and repertoire. A new 
certification program for directors is also available. 

2. COWi. A quick fix, on-site approach for mu
sic directors. This most successful program is 
organized by the district in conjunction with the 
COWi committee. 

Several pilot projects were completed in the 
Central States four years ago. On May 15, a CDWI 
experience is being held in Beatrice, Neb., for di
rectors within an hour or two of Beatrice. This 
non-threatening approach helps to identify one or 
two needs of the director's choosing. More CDWI 
experiences are being developed for the fall. 
Watch for your turn. 

3. Training. Through the use of videotapes and 
published materials, directors and choruses can 
watch successful directors, as models, in action. 
These materials are currently available through the 
Society. Each chapter should be receiving materi
als from the society with promotional materials on 
Dr. Lyne's new video and published materials. Or
der them today. 

4. Recruitment. The identification of whom is 
directing, would like to direct, who needs encour
agement to direct, and who formerly directed. This 
ever-changing process is the most elusive of all the 
work of the COD. A database for the Society has 
been developed to help with this identification, and 
quite frankly, this is the area of most concern for 
me as your VP. Who out there would be willing to 
tackle this project? I have the materials, very little 
knowledge about this sort of stuff (after all I'm just 
a musician), but need a computer volunteer to help 
expedite this process. If you have time and interest, 

please let me know. This area needs organization 
and clarity. 

Well, my fellow CSDers, CDD's work is much 
varied, but like the directorship of any chapter, it 
can be the " war department" of our Society. 

" Can you help our director with sound man
agement or interpretation or leadership?" Quick 
fixes are not the answer. Only dedication to con
tinuing education for the director by the director 
and chapter will make any significant impact. Yes 
we have quick fix programs, but approach them 
only as that. 

Let' s get your director to Harmony College, get 
him/her enrolled in the certification process, and 
buy any and all materials for your chapter and start 
your own library resources for musical education. 

Yes, we can have festivals, COWis, and gather 
material for who's doing what, but you the chapter 
must dedicate yourself to the musical continuing 
education for your musical director. Remember, 
it's money spent for your success. KS 

Chapter secretaries 
Please report officer changes 
By Gale Demaree, Secretary 

When you submit the " Report of Change" to 
Society headquarters, p~ease notify the Central 
States District secretary of these changes. 

When any changes are made in elected or ap
pointed officials in your chapter, their addresses, 
phone numbers or e-mail addresses, please report 
them to the district secretary as well. 

It is important for us to maintain an effective 
communications network throughout the district. 
This can be done only when our communications 
channels are current. All changes that are reported 
to me will be forwarded to John Petterson, Sere
nade editor, for inclusion in the next issue of the 
district bulletin. KS 
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Registrations still being accepted 
By Winston Rashleigh, Mini-HEP Dean 

It is not too soon to send your registration in for the 1999 
Central States Mini-HEP School (Mini-Harmony College, as I 
like to refer co it) scheduled for June 11-13, 1999, to be held 
at Missouri Western State College in St. Joseph, Missour i. 
The time is now! 

When last I visited with Bob Swenson, he had received 
registrations from six quartets. 

We have planned for Choruses this year and I urge each 
Barbershoppcr interested in receiving some good coaching 
for their Chorus to have their leadership register your chorus 
to attend. 

On different occasions, 1 have heard some comments 
questioning what the district does for Joe Barbershopper. 
The district provides many services to Joe Barbershopper in 
Central States and probably one of the most important is the 
opportunity that is given for him to improve what he likes to 
do best and that is SING! 

While the district secures the faci li ty and the faculty at a 
reasonable price for a weekend of fellowship and learning, the 
school cannot be conducted without students and that is where 
you come in. Remember that this is a legitimate chapter ex
pense and scholarships can be provided for each and every 
attendee. 

For those of you interested in details about Mini-HEP, 
such as facu lty, fonnat and more infonnation about classes 
offered, the following is provided. 

We have a teaching quartet from Land O' Lakes District 
called Breakpoint, the members of which are qualified in
structors and coaches. 

Dale Comer, singing judge and director extraordinaire 
will serve as a coach as will Jim DeBusman. Pete Benson 
will teach the class called Fundamentals of Music; Brent Ger
ber will teach the class on interpretation (of a proposed song); 
Dennis Sorge will teach the classes on Show Production and 
Show Administration providing infonnation on how to prod
uct an annual show. 

Jim Bagby will teach the MC class as well as the success
ful perfonnance class. Warren Hettinga, long time Hannony 
College faculty person will t,each Vocal Techniques. Our 
own Byron Myers will teach Chorus Directing. We plan to 
have two three-hour classes, a general session, wann up, an 
hour of tag singing and woodshedding and a show on Satur
day night with an afterglow and plenty of ice cream. 

Hopefully, we will learn a couple of songs at the general 
sessions and have a question and answer time. This school 
provides a great opportunity for your chorus to get some ex
cellent coaching. Give consideration to bringing your chorus. 
Call for special price. This will be an experience you don't 
want to miss. If you haven' t signed up, do it now!!!! 

Below is the registration fonn. Make as many copies as 
you need. JtS 

1999 C.S.D. MINI-HARMONY COLLEGE 
Missouri Western State College 

St. Joseph, Missouri 

YES, count on me to attend June 11, 12, & 13, 1999. Registration Fee includes two nights lodging, breakfast, 
lunch & dinner on Saturday, breakfast on Sunday and use of class rooms. Registration fee received prior 
to May 1, 1995 is $80.00. Registration fee received after May 1, 1999 to May 15,1999 is $95.00. 
Registration fee received after May 15, 1995 will be $105.00. Classes begin at 8:00 p.m. Friday 
June 11 , 1999 and end 11 :00 A.M June 13, 1999. 

CHOOSE TWO (3 HOUR CLASSES) 

Fundamentals of Music 101 
__ Interpretation 201 
__ Chorus Seminar 101· 
__ Chorus Seminar 201· 
__ Show Production 101 

__ Show Adminlstr•tion 201 
__ Quartet SemiNr 101-
__ Q\uirtet SemiNr 201-
__ Chorus Directing 101 
__ Chorus Directing 201 

__ voc:m Techniques 101 
__ Voe.I Techniques 201 

Successful Perfonnance 101 
__ Everything you ever wanted 

to know about being an MC 201 

Name_.,...-__________ (Nick Name)~ ____ Addreu 
Ftrst & Last Please Pm11 --;:St-re_e_t &-:--:Ap-t-:#:-----------

______________ _ Chapter ________ Owlrtet ____________ ~ 
City, State & Zip 

Voice Part. ______ _ Age __ Phone ( 

•For Cltonuo Only 
• • For QuarUO Only 

Pka.se make cJm:Jcs payabk to : CenlTal Sta1a District and MajJ to Bob s-011, 300 y_. Strut, Mtulla--, KS 66502 

This form is not copyrighted - Make as many co ies as ou want 
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Central States District Barbershopper of the Year: 
Jim Nugent 
By Rick Kready, 1997 CSD BOTY 

"' Jim Nugent, with Audrey at his side, expresses his 
surprise and gratitude at the presentation of the 
Barbershopper of the Year award. 

BOTY Eligibility Criteria: 
The Central States Barbershopper of the Year 

award is for recognition of a member who has con
tributed years of outstanding service to Central 
States District and which culminates in the year of 
the award to warrant such recognition and honor. 
All current members in the Central States District 
in good standing are eligible to receive this award. 
The district president, past BOTY recipients and 
past Hall of Fame recipients are eligible only for 
extraordinary acts. Other district officers and board 
members are eligible only for actions above the 
scope of their normally defined responsibilities. 

And now, let me tell you a little about 
this yea r 's recipient 

This year' s recipient (let' s call him Jim) began 
barbershopping 33 years ago in Colorado and has 
accumulated 29 Man-of-Note awards. But my 
amazement with this man begins early in his bar
bershopping life. After just two short years in this 
hobby, his career moved him to western Kansas. 

Apparently our hobby already had bitten him 
hard, because when he found that there was no bar
bershop chapter in his new town, he took on the 
task to fix that problem. He made some new 
friends, chartered a new chapter, and created the 
High Plains Chorus. Not only was Jim a charter 

member, but he also served as the first chapter 
president in Hays, Kansas. 

While I admire anyone who takes on the task of 
chartering a new barbershop chapter, Jim's leader
ship and team spirit certainly didn 't end when that 
task was accomplished. My conversations with 
another charter member and the current chapter 
secretary in Hays, Virgil Quint, verifies that over 
the years, Jim literally held every office in that 
chapter. 

He became very involved with the Kansas Divi
sion activities, through which hundreds of 
Barbershoppers enjoyed some tremendous friend
ships and camaraderie. Serving on the Kansas 
Division Presidents ' Council, he helped organize 
numerous gatherings, including quartet and chorus 
contests, and camp-outs. Jim went on to represent 
that division on the Central States District Board as 
the Kansas Division Vice President, but never al
lowed that to diminish his involvement at the local 
and division level. 

Of course, we recognize the old saying that, 
" Behind every good man is a wonderful wife." 
For our purposes right now, until we disclose who 
will receive the award this year, let's refer to Jim's 
wife as " Audrey." From my perspective, Audrey 
could serve as the poster girl epitomizing that old 
saying. Not only has she made the long drives with 
Jim from Hays to the various conventions each 
year, but as I traveled with my quartets I generally 
saw both of them at other chapter shows through
out the year. 

That is a VERY special relationship and a won
derfully loving display of support for her husband, 
and her husband 's hobby. 

So, Jim and Audrey kept embellishing their in
volvement with barbershopping. After serving as 
Kansas Division v.p., Jim moved on up the line to 
executive v.p., and district president. While he 
generally was a pretty good guy to work with on 
the district board of directors, we all learned 
quickly to be prompt in interrupting the board 
meetings regularly for Jim's mandated pause for a 
song every 15 minutes. I think this was a concept 
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that came out of the lifeblood committee, but Jim 
instituted it as a rule for the CSD board meetings 
during his administration, and it appears that his 
rule has initiated another tradition for Central 
States. 

Well, we already have discussed how Jim 
chartered, and was a pillar in the Hays, Kansas, 
Chapter for decades. We have recognized how he 
served Kansas Division, and helped lead CSD, in
cluding as district president. But when it came 
time to retire from his career at Fort Hays State 
University, Jim just found some more jobs to do for 
the Barbershoppers. 

At retirement, Jim and Audrey relocated from 
Hays, Kansas, to Belle Vista, Arkansas. There, too, 
Jim became a charter member of the Greater 
Ozarks Chapter and the Pride of the Ozarks bar
bershop chorus. 

He has served as board member at large, and 
also carries the title of outreach chairman, which 
makes him respo~sible for the Greater Ozarks 
Chapter's Youth Outreach and for support of music 
education throughout the area. Jim started a 
smaller ensemble from the chorus that interfaces 
with the schools and music educators, plus taking 
engagements that the whole chorus cannot meet. 

So we can see again how this man continues 
working on the local level and on sharing our craft 
and hobby with others. Nearly all of us have seen 
additional products of his labors this weekend. As 
Chairman of Special Events on the CSD Conven
tion Team, Jim has organized each and every one 
of the non-competition events we enjoy at our con
ventions. Jim also agreed recently to take on 
another responsibility for the Central States Dis
trict, so now he also serves as the District 
Historian. Many of you have enjoyed the fruits of 
his taking those responsibi lities and his establish
ing for our enjoyment this weekend, the Historian's 
Room over at the headquarters hotel, filled with 
some wonderful displays about our glorious past. 

Finally, The Announcement: 
By this point I suspect that most of you already 

have guessed that the fictitious Jim and Audrey I 
have been speaking about, really are too good to be 
true. Ladies and Gentlemen, our 1999 Central 
States District Barbershopper of the Year -- Jim 
Nugent. .IS 

Board actions from the 
spring meeting 
By Gale Demaree, Secretary 

The following actions were taken by the Central 
States District Board of Directors on April 16, 
1999, in Sioux City. 

Gary Drown, v.p. marketing and public rela
tions, announced that arrangements are being made 
to provide a 15-minute radio program for use by 
chapters. The tape may be marketed to local radio 
stations for commercial and public relations pur
poses. Details are to be announced soon. 

The current division contest format will be 
augmented, effective with the NW Division Con
test in Sioux City, by adding division chorus 
contests to provide choruses the opportunity to 
compete at more convenient venues to become di
vision champions. This is not a comest to qualify 
for district contests. Suitable trophies will be 
awarded to winners of each plateau in each divi
sion. 

The board voted to affirm the policy to provide 
each chorus representing the district in Anaheim 
with $3,000.00 and each quartet representing the 
district with $1 ,000.00 to assist with travel ex-
penses. 

The board voted to elevate the positions of 
Youth Outreach Chairman and Service Projects 
Chairman to be Vice Presidents as members of the 
Board of Directors. 

The board requested the Strategic Planning 
Committee to review the district bylaws and rec
ommend changes as may be required. 

The board voted to establish a traveling trophy 
for district senior quartet champions and to have it 
engraved with the names of all past and future 
champions. 

The bid for the spring 200 I convention by 
Omaha was withdrawn because the increased 
auditorium expenses imposed by the City of 
Omaha made it financially unfeasible. The board 
accepted a bid by St. Joseph to host the 2001 
Spring Convention, March 30-April I, 200 1. 

A bid by Wichita to host the Fall 200 l Conven
tion was accepted. The dates of that convention 
remain to be confirmed. kS 
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Want to get good 
By Gary Drown 

fast? Chapter coaching 
VP .Marketing Public Relations 

As they say in the fishing world ... . this one' s a 
keeper! Just released from Kenosha, a video that 
has the potential to improve your chorus or .?'our 
quartet and do it in a hurry. It ' s called " Building A 
Better Chorus with Dr. Greg Lyne" stock number 
4024. For any chapter or quartet seriously inter
ested in making a big jump up the ladder of quality, 
this is a must. 

Make certain the video goes first to your direc
tor because Dr. Lyne' s encouragement is pointed 
rather succinctly at the head man (or woman). In 
fact , his comments, although delivered in a tactful 
and loving way, can have an edge on them for 
those who are not used to having help. The content 
is wonderfully right on, and if reviewed then put 
into practice, your chapter or quartet is going to be 
rewarded. 

The entire presentation is loaded with barber
shop food, but I was particularly interested in 
Greg's ideas about the characteristics that define 
each part, i.e. tenor, lead, etc. , that makes up our 
sound. The definition of each voice part brings to 
life a new appreciation for what a bass, or baritone, 
or whatever, should or could be. 

If all this sounds a bit confusing, buy the video, 
let your director take a look, encourage your chap
ter to use it as a wonderful craft tool.. .. 10 minutes at 
a sitting over several chapter meetings ... then re
view it again and again. If applied , you ' re going to 
get real good in a hurry! J6 

By Jim Jay 
VP Chapter Sµpport and Leadership 

The Chapter Coaching program is now in full 
swing in CSD. During a January training session, 
we added three new coach candidates to the CSD 
staff. We want to welcome Ron Morden, Craig 
HansoQ and Dave Stock as new coaches. 

We are now I 6 strong in CSD, which brings us 
up to our assigned strength. We now have the re
quired number of coaches to cover our chapters. 
To accomplish this, we have requested assistance 
from other district coaches to cover remote and 
border chapters. We have reassigned some of our 
chapters to different coaches due to coach location. 
We have lost the services of Certified Chapter 
Coach Kieth Harris, who is transferring to another 
district. We have also lost the services of Ron 
Abel. Ron has resigned due to having a medical 
problem. In spite of these losses of two fine 
coaches, we have been able to maintain our as
signed number of 16 thanks to our new volunteers. 

Current coaches are as fo llows: D . Brown; J . 
Easter, CCC; R. Frankenfeld; Q. Gates, CCC; C. 
Hanson; J. Jay, CCC; K. Johnson; R. King; J. Mar
shall , CCC; R.Morden; J . Nugent; L.Purvis, CCC; 
J . Reed; J. Ries; D.Stock and R.Syring. We are 
proud that five of our 16 coaches have become 
Certified Chapter Coaches (CCC). We will be re
ceiving certification for three more chapter coaches 
shortly. 

Effective April 1, 1999, the following coach as
signments apply: 

Dan Brown: Dubuque, Elkader, Algona and Ma
son City, Iowa; 

Jerry Easter: Des Moines, New London, Iowa 
City and Ottumwa, Iowa; 

Bob Frankenfeld: Greater Ozarks, Ark., Sedalia, 
Mo., Overland Park and Manhattan, Kan. ; 

Quentin Gates: Leavenworth, McPherson, 
Topeka, Kan. , and St. Joseph, Mo. ; 

Craig Hanson: Hastings, Kearney, Lincoln and 
Nebraska City, Neb. ; 

Ken Johnson: Sioux City, Sheldon,lowa, and 
Viborg, S.D. ; 

Bob King: Ames, Atlantic, Ft. Dodge, Iowa, 
and Omaha and Pappilion, Neb.; 
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John Marshall: Davenport, Iowa; 
Ron Morden: Linn County, Cedar Rapids, Wa

terloo (Blackhawk), Iowa, and Kansas City, Mo.; 
Jim Nugent: Florissant, Joplin, Springfield, Mo.; 
Leonard Purvis: Beatrice, Neb., Hutchison, Old 

Salina, Salina-Coronado, Wichita, Kan.; 
Jack Reed: St.Louis No. I, St.Louis Suburban, 

Mo. , and Waterloo, Ill.; 
John Ries: Milbank, Pierre, Watertown, S.D.; 
Dave Stock: Fremont, Grand Island, Lexington, 

Neb. , and Dennison, Iowa; 
Dick Syring: Aberdeen, Mitchell, Sioux Falls, 

Winner, S.D.; 
Jim Jay: Columbia, St. Charles, Mo., Alton and 

Collinsville, Ill. ; 
John Cooklin (Illinois District): Muscatine, Iowa 
Don Kready (Rocky Mountain District): Hays, 

Kan. 
We curr~ntly have 58 of 62 chapters covered 

under the coaching program. Four chapters do not 
have coaches assigned. These chapters are: Cha
nute, Emporia and Newton, Kan., and Ord, Neb. 
These four chapters will have no coach assigned, 
but may request assistance from the writer as re
quired. 

If there is anyone in CSD who would like to be 
a chapter coach, please contact me. 

Kenosha advises they will request all coaches to 
attend a chapter coach upgrade training session later 
this year. Things change, including coaching. KS 

Barbershop Bonanza 
By Kim Anderson 

September 3 and 4, 1999, the Fifth Annual Bar
bershop Bonanza will be held in Kearney, 
Nebraska, sponsored by the 1733 Chorus. 

It is a great time of fellowship, singing and fun. 
If you have a quartet who would appreciate a little 
free coaching, here ' s your chance. Coaching will 
be offered Friday night at the Kearney Ramada Inn 
on a very informal basis. Each quartet will be 
given individual attention from a variety of coaches 
in a relaxed atmosphere. It's a great way to start 
the weekend. 

Then the big day! 
Ever wonder what it would feel like to sing in a 

chorus of 100, 150 or even 200 men? That's what 
happens on Saturday. We begin at 9 a.m. on Sep
tember 4 and rehearse until 4 :30 with a couple of 
breaks and lunch from 12 to 1. 

After a three-hour break there is a one and one
half hour performance, open to the public, at the 
University of Nebraska Kearney Fine Arts Center 
on the UNK campus beginning at 7:30 p.m. 

The evening concert will include any of the 
quartets that wish to participate. 

Our clinician for this great barbershop event is 
Greg Lyne, one of the premier directors and barber
shop mas.ters in the Society. He is on the faculty of 
Harmony College and well known for his knowl
edge of the barbershop style. Greg will help each 
of us to become better chorus singers. 

We will also have the 1998 Central States Dis
trict champion quartet, 3 Men & A Melody, as our 
guest quartet. 

Who is being invited to this Barbershop Bo
nanza? It 's been mainly a Central States party with 
men from Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas and Missouri, 
but we' re asking our neighbors to join in. 

Everyone who indicates they will attend will re
ceive a packet of songs for the big show, learning 
tapes and instructions. 

Fees to attend are $30.00, which includes lunch. 
A block of rooms has been set aside at the Ramada 
Inn. 

Dress for the weekend is informal, but the show 
is your best bib and tucker from your individual 
choruses. 

Bring your best friend! 
Bring a prospective member your working on! 

You don' t have to be a member of SPEBSQSA to 
participate in this event. 

For any of the gals who like to sing, the Sweet 
Adelines are also having a clinic with Jo Kraut 
from Kansas city as their guest director. They are 
more than welcome to come and enjoy. 

You could make it a great family experience. 
For more information, contact: 

Kim Anderson 
905 Garfield 
Holdrege, NE 68949 
(308) 995-8934 
Email: ka50759@navix.net KS 
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Why do they leave? 
By Q. Gates, VP for Member Services 

Ev Nau, the Society's Managing Director for 
Member Services, recently reported the results of a 
survey of men who had recently dropped their 
SPEBSQSA membership. He cautions readers not 
to read anything into the results that aren't clearly 
indicated. He also suggests that the information 
revealed by the survey would be good material for 
chapter leaders to discuss as they consider how to 
attract and retain new members. The following is a 
summary of the survey, its results and some obvi
ous conclusions. 

Background 
The 1998 Society Work Plan listed the survey as 

a goal to be accomplished during the year. From 
November 17 to November 22, 1998, Dieringer 
Research Group, Inc. of Mi lwaukee conducted a 
telephone survey of 227 members who had been 
reported as dropped during the year 1998. The sur
vey has a confidence level of 95%. 

Objectives 
):;>- To determine their level of satisfaction with 

various elements of Society membership. 
):;>- To determine what had originally attracted 

them to the Society 
):;>- To determine why they had dropped their 

membership. 
):;>- To determine what, if anything, it would take to 

get them to rejoin the Society. 

The Survey 
The survey asked 18 questions (with follow-up 

questions when appropriate) that elicited the fol
lowing information: 
•:• How long they had been a member and when 

they left the Society. 
•:• Why they originally joined and why they left . 
•:• How many different chapters they had joined, 

in which districts, and what chapter positions 
they had held, if any. 

•:• What was the extent of their involvement in 
chapter activities (Fellowship, Show, Contest, 
Community Service Projects, Quarteting, etc.)? 

•:• To what extent (on a scale of 1-5) the Society 
met their expectations. Follow-up questions 
pursued specifics if the respondent indicated 
any dissatisfaction. 

•:• How they felt about the time commitments re
quired of members. 

•:• How they felt about the dues and other barber
shopping costs. 

•:• The degree to which they were satisfied (on a 
scale of 1-7) with a list of subject including: 
Quarteting, Performances, Rehearsals, Social
izing, Number of Songs, District and Division 
Contests and Conventions, Musical Leadership, 
Individual Recognition, Chapter Politics, Dis
trict and Society Support, Costs, and Coaching. 

•:• Whether they were involved in organized 
singing elsewhere. 

•:• What it would take to get them to renew and if 
so, would they change chapters. 

•:• Some demographic information including age, 
and marital status. 

Findings 
The survey produced very 

Among the major findings were: 
few surprises. 

1. Members join the Society because they love to 
sing and because they enjoy what they perceive 
to be the barbershop style. 

2. The primary reasons for leaving the Society 
were old age and health issues. 

3. Only 9% of those surveyed felt that member
ship in the Society had failed to meet their 
expectations. 

4. About one-third of those surveyed felt that the 
time commitment was higher than they had ex
pected. 

5. Forty percent of those surveyed felt that the 
dues were a little or much too high, and twenty 
percent of those surveyed felt that other costs 
associated with membership in the Society 
were too high. 

6. Respondents were fairly satisfied with the mu
sical elements of their membership in the 
Society (the director, musical leadership, per
formances, etc.) The main exception was the 
amount of quarteting available to the average 
member. Other areas of dissatisfaction were the 
amount of chapter politics, the emphasis on 
competition, riser discipline and the amount of 

7. 
coaching available. 
With regard to conventions, contests, and help 

from the district/Society, a very high percentage 
marked them as "not applicable" or " don' t 
know." 



May/June 1999 SERENADE Page 11 

8. Our Society seems to have a better retention ~EWS FROM OLR [)!STRICT C'l ARTETS 
track record than most volunteer organizations, • j.J 
indicating that we are selling the Society well 
to our members when they join. 

9. It is of particular note that even though the re
spondents were Society dropouts, 89% of them 
felt that their expectations were met or ex
ceeded by the Society. 

JO. It would appear that the less involved members 
are more likely to drop out than those who are 
more heavily involved in their chapters. [Ital
ics mine. -ed.) 

11 . Thirty-four percent of the respondents indicated 
that they are still singing in another group. 
Further, 71 % said if they did rejoin, they would 
rejoin the same chapter. Realizing that 76% of 
the respondents had only belonged to one 
chapter during their membership, the findings 
tend to support the notio n that the dropped 
members were generally satisfied with the So
ciety and its offerings while they were 
members. 

Summary and Recommendation 
While the survey produced no stunning revela

tions, it did reconfirm the need for some action to 
improve our retention: 
1. The Member Services Committee should de

sign an orientation form to be used at the 
chapter level to increase member awareness of 
benefits, services and resources available. The 
orientation form will become an early retention 
tool. 

2. Copies of the orientation data will then be made 
available to all Chapter Coaches, Society offi
cers and taught as part of the Member Services 
curriculum at COTS. 

3. Additional periodic member surveys should be 
periodically conducted to update data on 
dropped members. 
If approved, these changes will be made to the 

1999 Member Services Work Plan. 25 

H ARMONY BOUND 
Thanks for your support 

By Dennis Paulsen 

The members of the Harmony Bound quartet 
would like to thank our wives, Judy, Joyce, Clarice 
and Katie, for their support, understanding and en
thusiasm during our preparation and participation 
in the 1999 SPEBSQSA International Seniors 
Quartet Contest at Biloxi, Mississippi. Without 
their encouragement, we would not have been able 
to achieve our goals. 

We also want to express our gratitude to our 
coaches, Jim Bagby, Craig MacPherson and Jeff 
Paulsen for their untiring efforts and persistence in 
helping us to raise our singing and performance to 
their highest levels. 

We would also like to thank the members of the 
Greater Ozarks Chapter, in Bella Vista, and the 
members of the Central States District, who have 
supported and encouraged us to continually reach 
for the highest level of performance at the divi
sional, district and International levels. 

A special thank you goes to all the Central 
States District members and the 1998 International 
Senior Quartet Champions the J urassic Lar ks . 
Also, to our own Chapter members: Bob and Betty 
Caldwell , Ed and Carol Downey, Jack and Ann 
Eckhardt, Bob and Carolyn Hodges, Mike and 
Marilyn Lyons, Jim and Audrey Nugent, and Russ 
and Pat Schirm, fo r their presence in Biloxi to sup
port and cheer our efforts in the contest. It is with 
this support and encouragement that Harmony 
Bound has been successful. 

Thanks once again from the bottom of our 
hearts. 

Don, Dennis, Gene and Chuck 
Harmony Bound 
1998 CSD Senior Quartet Champions £S 
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Remember what inspired you to join? 
Do that for others! 
By John Marshall, President 

Do you remember what it was that inspired you 
when you decided this hobby was for you? What 
can you do to make sure it happens for someone 
else? We have a saying in Central States, "Every 
man in his own way, experiencing the joy of hear
ing his voice contribute to barbershop harmony." 
What was your way? Each of us has to take re
sponsibility for making that happen for someone 
else. 

We tend to rely on a few people in each chapter 
to bring in new members. They seem to be the 
ones with the knack of getting people there and 
keeping things going. They do an important job for 
us. When we have a guest night, they always have 
someone there. Don't get in their way, but what 
would happen if everyone had just one other guy 
there? 

Wouldn't it be exciting to sing in a chorus twice 
the usual size for just one night? It would have to 
be a better experience for them as well. Maybe for 
you it was hearing a good quartet sing. What can 
you do to make sure that happens for your guest. 
Perhaps bring in a good quartet for that night if you 
don't have one in your chapter, or maybe make 
sure they are there at your show. 

Seldom have I heard of a Barbershopper who 
didn't wish that he had started sooner in life. If you 
are one who feels that way, think of the friend you 
are not allowing to be a part of this great hobby 
when you don't invite them. I have pledged to get 
two men of note this year. Not as many as I should 
have, but if I make it, that will be better than last 
year. I have one and if I can get the other I am go
ing to shoot for more. 

While you are at it, when you think of what in
spired you the first time, think about what might re
inspire you. Take part in one of the workshops at 
convention or at the Mini-HEP school or perhaps at 
Harmony College. Take part in a divisional com
petition as a quartet or chorus. Sing with someone 
in a quartet at chapter night. 

I challenge you to take some action! Get your
self going! Call an officer with an idea! Be one 

step better than you are! Make your group one step 
better! Whatever you decide to do, have a good 
time and others will, too. f6 

District directory changes 
Muscatine, Iowa 
G 1 yn Hanks, chapter president: 

Correct phone number: 319-263-0830 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
Chapter secretary now is: 

David Case 
1611 Arizona Avenue N.E. 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402 

Sioux Falls, S.D. 
Chapter president, address change: 
Gordon Beck 
1800 West Universal Place 
Sioux Falls, S.D. 57104 
Omaha, Neb. 
VP for Chapter Development now is: 
Tom Westman, as shown in the District Directory 

E-mail changes/corrections/additions: 

Florissant Valley, Mo. 
E-mail address for Secretary Dan Fedorchak: 

Danfedbass@aol.com 
Leavenworth, Kan. 
Director and secretary have new e-mail addresses: 

Director Keith A. Owen: kowen@tfs .net 
Secretary Austin E. Stiles: wolfgang@tfs.net 

Iowa City, Iowa 
Public relations officer e-mail correction: 

David Haase: davidhaase@netscape.net 
VP for chapter development e-mail correction: 

Daniel Garcia: garcia@padrino.org 
St. Louis, Suburban, Mo. 
Bulletin editor e-mail addition: 

John Conrad: conrad44th@juno.com 
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d · t In addition, the Museum we help support in Harmony Faun at1on no es Harmony Hall is a unique effort to preserve and 
By Leonard Purvis, Service Chairman encourage barbershop quartet singing in America. 

Time is flying by and we are rapidly approach
ing the International Convention in Anaheim. Each 
year one of the interesting activities at International 
is the Harmony Foundation raffle. The prizes (at 
least one per district) are always exciting and valu
able and the grand prize is four front row 
registrations to the next convention. 

Next year that will be Kansas City, so it's a 
great opportunity for CSD members to get a won
derful seat at our home convention. There is some 
time commitment from each district to help make 
this raffle function. Generally, I enlist the help of a 
few people to work along with my wife and me in 
that capacity, This year, however, I am not able to 
attend. Therefore, I am in desperate need of sev
eral volunteers from those of you lucky people who 
will be attending and can share a few hours of your 
time in this worthy cause. 

Please contact me very soon if you are willing 
and able to answer this request. [Contact informa
tion at end of article.} I am also still open for 
suggestions regarding the prize we would like to 
present from CSD. Please contact me right away if 
you have ideas in this matter, as I must decide soon 
so we can get that underway on schedule also. 

By the time you read this, the spring convention 
in Sioux City will be history. I hope everyone who 
attended had a great time and visited the Harmony 
Foundation raffle. We had some great prizes there 
and it's a fine opportunity to support our charity. 
Those of you who contributed prizes are to be con
gratulated for your efforts and all who participated 
have the gratitude of all who receive benefits 
whether it be students at Heartspring or in some 
area where SingAmerica is contributing to the 
education of our young people in music. In addi
tion, all Barbershoppers benefit from these 
activities by the publicity we gain and by the sing
ers we recruit through these efforts. 

As usual, I find it necessary to remind us all that 
our contributions to Hannony Foundation are not 
growing as quickly as needed. The programs at 
Heartspring and through SingAmerica cannot 
function adequately without our continuous support 
in an ever-increasing fashion. 

Even though this is a small portion of our giving, it 
is a fantastic place that will continue to improve 
with our help. 

One bit of information may help explain some 
of the possible slowness of reporting back to chap
ters. Harmony Foundation has recently hired a new 
staff member to replace Laurel Peterson who was 
instrumental in the organization and development 
of this new approach to our charitable side. The 
hiring process and training of her replacement, Lois 
Meyer Kulvik, may have delayed some of the re
porting we have become dependent upon. 

I'm sure things will be back on schedule and 
continuing to improve shortly. We wish Laurel the 
best in her new work even though we will miss her 
dedicated support of SPEBSQSA. We also wel
come Lois and are appreciative of the expertise she 
brings to the Society. 

There are young people in Wichita and around 
the nation who can receive great benefit from each 
of us just giving a little more than we did last year. 
Can't we take a small step of faith in what we sup
port by chipping in a few dollars more each month? 
If we give a little each month, we can increase our 
annual totals significantly without a real strain at 
any one time. Please consider this possibility and 
do what you can regularly. 

Contact: Leonard Purvis, 5019 Vista Acres Dr., 
Manhattan, KS 66503; phone 785-537-7122; e
mail lpurvis@flinthills.com ,g 

Harmony Bound 
A Quartet that will entertain you with 

Barbershop and Gospel Music 

1998 SPEBSQSA Central States District 
Senior Quartet Champions 

Dennis PaulMn 
48 Caithness Drive 
Bella Vista , AR. 72715 (501) 855-0972 
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SPRING CONTEST WINNERS 

Quartet contest winner: 12th Street Rag College quartet contest winner: Millennium 
L to r: Micah Jeppesen, tenor; Mark Fortino, lead; 
Barry Moore, bass; and John Fortino, baritone 

L tor: Kalin Tapp, baritone; Sydney Libsack, bass; 
Soren Wohlers, lead; and Jim Clark, tenor 

Plateau A chorus contest winner: Algona, Iowa, Corn belt Chorus, Kent Madison, Director 

More contest and convention photos next issue 

CALL THAT 

YOUNG MAN 

AND BRING 

HIM TO 

PRACTICE! 

,......___ _____ 
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OFFICIAL SCORit\G SL~Y. Central States District International Preliminary Quartet Contest 
SPEBSQSA. Inc., Sioux City. Iowa. Apr i l 17. 1999 

P' l t\ALS 

1 12th Street Rag 

2 Sound Legacy 

3 3 Men & A Melody 

4 Heartland 

5 Sibling Rivalry 

6 Nebraska Compromise 

7 Catalyst 

8 Kew Arrivals 

8 :-iasterchord 

10 Harmony Bound 

SE:-11-FIKALS 

1 12th Street Rag 

2 Sound Legacy 

3 3 :-fen & A ~elody 

4 Heartland 

5 Sibling Rivalry 

6 Nebraska Compromise 

7 Phase II 

8 Catalyst 

9 New Arrivals 

10 ~asterchord 

11 Harmony Bound 

SOl'\GS 
SUB PREV TOTAL 

~S PRE S~G TOTAL PTS. SCORE 

A Tree In The Meadow 157 166 161 957 941 1898 
The Barbershop Rag 156 162 155 
Zing! Went The Strings Of ;"fy Heart 142 163 149 910 913 1823 
IfIHad TheLastDream LeftlnTheWorld 145 163 148 
Broken Hearted 143 158 157 901 891 1792 
The k:ild. w·ild Women 146 153 144 
When My Sugar Walks DownThe Street 140 153 143 878 882 1760 
Histakes 139 158 145 . 
Hidnight Rose 132 150 141 851 859 1710 
IfYouCan 'tGetAGirl InTheSummertime 139 146 143 

Oh Susanna Dust Off ThatOld Pianna 135 153 135 848 828 1676 
IfYou HadAll TheWorld And Its Gold 132 157 136 
k:ho ' Jl Dry Your Tears kfhen You Cry 124 143 125 782 768 1550 
Alexander ' s Band Hedley 126 138 126 
Pal Of Hy Cradle Days 124 133 128 763 744 1507 
The ,\foment I Saw Your Eyes 122 133 123 
Hello, Hy Baby 127 130 125 767 740 1507 
Do>'ouKnowk'hatlt.'1eans.11issNew0rleans 125 135 125 
Down Among The Sugar Cane 116 123 118 716 693 1409 
FromThcFfrstHello ToThelastGoodBye 116 125 118 

Let's Get Away From It All 160 160 154 941 
I Cal led You ,11y Sweetheart 151 162 154 
Original Dixieland One -Ste' 149 162 144 913 
Roses Of Picardy 149 164 145 
Kiss,'1e0nce BeforeYouSay "Good Bye" 149 149 150 891 
Something To k'ri te The Folks About 147 150 146 
I Found .'1y Sweetheart Sally 138 154 143 882 
Beautiful Dreamer 143 161 143 
Let The Rest Of The World Go By 132 145 151 859 
Sweet Georgia Brown 136 145 150 

Redhead 133 150 140 828 
1'11.\'ever Write ALove Song Anymore 124 150 131 
/Wish ,"'fyChildren WereBabies Again 125 133 142 770 
Story Of The Rose 104 131 135 
Beautiful Dreamer 131 130 133 768 
I love A Parade/Strike Up The Band 119 129 126 
Last Night Was The End OfThe World 117 137 128 744 
Redhead 113 128 121 
That 's An Irish Lullabye 113 129 131 740 
Original Dixieland One-Step 117 121 129 

If I Could k'ri te A Song 
love's Old Sweet Song 

110 126 114 693 
109 130 104 

0 941 

0 913 

0 891 

0 882 

0 859 

0 828 

0 770 

0 . 768 

0 744 

0 740 

0 693 

Phase II had to withdraw from the contest after the Semi-Flnal Round. 
12th Street Rag will represent the Central States Dis~rict at the International Quartet 

Contest. 

PAKEL: ADMI~ISTRATOR 
D. Belote-DIX 
D. Bowen-LOL 

SE'il-Flt\ALS 

12 Call Street 

13 The Pals 

14 4 Bears 

'.>flSIC PRESEKTATJOt\ SINGING 
J. Connelly-SL"?\ J . 'iills-DIX 
S. Schneider- SWD R. Rhymer-FWD 

'1. Israel-'1.AD 
S. Jamison-R~D 

SOK GS XL'S PRE SKG TOTAL SCORE 

Hello . My Baby 109 114 120 
There 'l l Be NoNew iuntsOn OldPiano 108 115 115 
Barbershop Strut 109 120 104 
I Hiss Mother Most Of All 111 120 100 
Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah 88 97 87 
Sweet And Lovely 81 84 76 

681 

664 

513 
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OFFICIAL SCORING Sl~RY. Cent ral Sta t es District Small ·chorus Contest 
SPEBSQSA . Inc .. Sioux City, Iowa , Ap ri l 17. 1999 

FINAU; 

1 Algona , IA 
Cornbel t Chorus 

2 Denison. IA 
Happiness Express 

3 Omaha , NE 
Heartland Harmonizers 

4 Sioux Falls , SD 
Sioux Emperians 

5 Dubuque, IA 
The ~usic Men 

6 Salina-Coronado , KS 
Co ronado Chorus 

7 Topeka , KS 
Capital City Chorus 

8 Leavenworth, KS 
Cody Choraliers 

9 Aberdeen, SD 
Dakota Heritage Chorus 

10 Hastings, NE 
Chorus of the Plains 

11 Viborg , SD 
Tri-Valley Chorus 

12 Port Dodge , IA 
Harmony Brigade 

SONGS MUS PRE SNG 

Sweet Georgia Brown 137 149 139 
Tie ,'1e To Your Apron Strings Again 134 144 136 
Pal Of My Cradle Days 118 116 125 
Little Pal 115 123 126 
Roll On. Mississippi, Roll On 102 123 118 
Wait ' Til The Sun Shines. Nellie 107 119 126 
I 'll Take You Home Again. Kathleen 117 120 109 
Love Me And The World Is Mine 111 111 110 

Let A Smile Be Your Umbrella 94 114 102 
Red . Red Robin Goes Bobbin, Along 102 122 100 
There's A Ring To The Name Of Rose 104 105 112 
Darktown Strutters ' Ball 96 98 104 
Where The Swanee River Flows 95 117 97 
Broadway Rose 91 112 83 
California. Here I Come 95 111 95 
last Night Was The End OfT.~e World 90 105 94 

.\fcNamara ' s Band 96 
That 's An Irish Lullaaby 96 
If !Had My Life To Live Over Again 93 
There's A Ring To The Name Of Rose 95 
Yes Sir, That ' s My Baby 97 
Forgive Me 91 
Yona From Arizona 89 
Lost In The Stars 38 

101 102 
93 93 
95 86 

106 85 
92 92 
85 88 

101 95 
41 68 

Leavenworth, KS is the ~ost Improved Chorus. 
Denison. IA is the ~orthwest Division Plat~au A Chorus Champion. 

OFFICIAL SCORING SL~Y. Central States District College Qua r tet Contest 
SPEBSQSA. Inc .. Sioux City. Iowa. Apr i I 17. 1999 

FIT\ALS SONGS MUS PRE ST\G 

1 Millennium Last .11.'igh t On The Back Porch 144 14 5 139 
Bright Was The Night 148 145 139 

2 Academia Nuts .'efidnight Rose 123 118 129 
For He And .'1y Ga 1 116 120 123 

3 Smorgaschords Lulu 's Back In Town 108 106 96 
Last .\'igh t k'as The End OtT!J~ w·orl d 111 108 101 

4 Spur or the Moment Wonderful Day Medley 104 104 93 
Bright Was The Night 93 94 99 

5 The Over tones Lida Rose 110 100 111 
Up The Ladder To The Roof 0 35 25 

Millennium qualifies for the International College Quartet Contest. 

May/June 1999 

SCORE OnStg 

839 32 

723 16 

695 15 

678 20 

634 24 

619 16 

595 19 

590 21 

581 29 

560 28 

545 

432 15 

TOTAL SCORE 

860 

729 

630 

587 

381 ( 1 ) 

('!)Scores fo r feited due to viRlation of Article IX of the Official SPEBSQSA Contest Rules 
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BULLETIN BROWSING 
By Wade Dexter, Editor Emeritus 

The first new bulletin for 1999 
I'm happy to report the receipt of the first new 

chapter bulletin of 1999, one we 've never seen be
fore. It 's a neat little two-pager called The 
Coronado Chorus Harmony Note, and it's edited 
by Don Nofsinger for the Salina-Coronado Chap
ter. Their president is Rex Isaacson and Tom King 
directs the chorus. Sho'w Chairman Randy Duncan 
had a nice article about the second annual show on 
February 20 (this was the January-March issue) and 

. the chorus was planning to enter the district's small 
chorus contest in Apri l. You're doing a great job, 
Don, and we look forward to regular input to 
" Bulletin Browsing." Incidentally, for you BEs 
who may wish to add Don to your mailing list, hi s 
address is 129 So. Eastborough Rd., Salina, KS 
67401. 

* * * 
Here' s news of the Rural Route 4, supposedly 

in retirement and out of the loop for some time, 
although some of the guys have been active now 
and then in other groups. For example, we under
stand Calvin and Willard Yoder will appear with 
the Jubilee Transfer, a mixed gospel group, on the 
Heart of America show on May 15. Now Jim 
Bagby reports in the Spring issue of Harmonotes, 
the Kansas City Chapter bulletin, edited by Dale 
Neuman, that the entire foursome will headline 
tenor Wes Yoder's chapter show in Seattle on May I . 
They've also been invited to sing for the August 
wedding of Calvin's daughter, Gwen. 

* * * 
Editor Dennis Cook sent us a nice, neat copy of 

the January/February/March issue of Locomotion, 
the Denison Chapter bulletin. Hope you can get 
back to publishing a monthly issue soon, Dennis. 
We learned that the recipient of the chapter's " Mr. 
Harmony A ward" for 1998 was Roger Ploeger for 
his work in the areas of church performances, 
membership and fall show production. Congratu
lations, Roger! 

* * * 
We note that a number of the bulletins we 've re

ceived over the last couple of months contain 
articles on the subject of change, in particular the 

resistance many Barbershoppers feel toward the 
task of learning new music. President Ron Johnson 
of the Davenport Chapter, writing in The Note Dis
penser, edited by Leo Schubert, says, " We cling to 
the music like a security blanket. We like our com
fort zone, yet we have to accept change." Ron says 
we must be "off the paper" in order to develop the 
song properly. Nice thought, Ron. 

* * * 
Speaking of new music, the men of the Sioux

land Chorus were learning some new songs for 
their church performances this summer. We note 
that several chapters are planning to " fill in" for 
regular church choirs during the summer vacation 
period. This can be an important contribution to 
your local community, also a source of new mem
bers. Thanks to Sharon Ocher and Tom Jones for 
their copies of the Sioux/and Saga. We like Tom's 
lawyer jokes. 

* * * 
Marvin Engel 's February issue of The Beatri

tone reflects a lot of important activity for the 
Homestead Harmonizers of the Beatrice Chapter. 
Of particular note is the report of their highly suc
cessful annual show, which grossed about $21 ;ooo, 
with expenses of $7,000. Quite an accomplishment 
fo r a small chapter. By the way, Marv, what hap
pened to your March and April issues? Hope 
they ' re on the way. 

* * * 
We note that Dave Arnold, editor of Dubuque's 

Chord Courier, is now president of the Dubuque 
Chapter. He says he' ll try not to abuse the fact that 
this gives him a second place in the bulletin to 
speak out. Dave is to be commended for his enthu
siasm and dedication to his hobby. I recall that 
when I was putting out Harmonotes for Kansas 
City, I turned down the nominating committee's 
offer to place my name on the slate several times, 
simply because my job as BE was just about as 
much as I could handle efficiently. Dave, you're 
fortunate to have such a hard working staff. You 
all do an outstanding job. 

* * * 
Jerry Stamp's collection of Weeklys was devoted 

mainly to preparatory work for the Iowa City 
Chapter's annual show on the 27th. The theme was 
" That OLD Gang of Mine," a gangster show, fea
turing Acoustix. Hope it was a resounding 
success, guys. Jerry did enclose a flyer for this 
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year's edition of the Eastern Iowa Cookie Festi al nority members throughout the Society. Allan says 
to be held on May 6. We 've been reading about this subject was discussed at the last two COTS 
this event for years, and it has always appeared to sessions he attended, but there were no specific 
be a great fun activity. Hope they have a good suggestions fo r resolving this situation. Allan 
turnout. makes an excellent point as he says, " ... we should 

* * * do nothing to hinder or discourage a minority man 
In case you've been wondering how the Sarpy from involvement in our hobby. Let us each be 

Serenade rs of the Papillion Chapter got such an sure that we present the right image to our fell ow 
unusual name, we found thjs in Jerry Stamp's but- citizens and that we remove any perceived obsta
letin: " Like OCC, the Sarpy chorus was named for cles from standing in the way of membership and 
a local feature, Sarpy County. Not a bad fit! But enjoyment of our hobby by any man of good char
why Sarpy? The county was named for Peter Aha- acter." 
die Sarpy, an important businessman of the early
to-mid 1800s. He was born in New Orleans and 
came to Nebraska Territory in 1823, with a stay for 
education in St. Louis. He business career began 
with his arrival in Nebraska. During the next 25 
years, he owned trading posts and ferry services, 
laid out the town of Bellevue and started the post 
office there. In 1847, he ferried Mormons across 
the Missouri and helped outfit them for their con
tinued journey. Later, he ferried would-be gold 
miners. 

* * * 
It has to happen to every chapter at least once. 

Two weeks before the St. Louis Suburban Chapter 
was to hold their annual "Corned Beef and Cab
bage" show, they were notified that their headline 
quartet, Chicago Natural Gas, would be unable to 
appear. As Editor John Coruad, who puts out Sub
urban By-Lines tells it, one of the CNG guys 
occasionally subs with Chordiac Arrest, the real 
good comedy quartet with the doctor skits and the 
clever lyrics to some of our well known songs. 
Well, thjs guy apparently " pulled a few strings and 
not doubt did a little begging" and got Chordiac 
Arrest to appear on the Suburban show. John says 
they came on two flights, one at 5 :40 p.m. and the 
other at 6: 10 p.m. The show started at 7 p.m., but 
all four guys made it in time to present their fa
mous " good and funny" performance. 

• • • 
Some of us old-timers can recall when the offi

cial charter issued by International to each new 
chapter contained a clause that restricted chapter 
and Society membership to "adult male Cauca
sians." Fortunately, that situation hasn' t existed 
for many, many years. Cedar Rapids Past President 
Allan Harms expresses his concerns in J.P. Jones ' 
The Hawkseye about the lack of diversity of mi-

• • • 
President Al Kreher of the Florissant Valley 

Chapter has an interesting article in the March is
sue of the Flo-Valley News, edited by Leo 
Appelbaum, in which he describes his visits to 
chapters throughout the Society whi le he was in the 
U.S. Air Force, attending veterinary school , and 
since he joined Florissant Valley in 1979. 
Throughout the article this is the theme of being 
accepted quickly and enthusiastically by each group 
of men who enjoyed barbershop harmony. That's 
what barbershopping is all about, isn't it? 

• • • 
The men of the Milbank Chapter were breathing 

a sigh of relief after thei r single-performance an
nual show came off as a huge success, unhampered 
by bad winter weather as can always be expected in 
the Dakotas during the middle of March. Jack Ga
ble, editor of the Milltones Newsletter, tells us that 
the only glitch occurred when their headline quar
tet, Nightlife, arrived without their baggage and 
had to perform in their traveling clothes. 

* • • 
On the other hand, Darrell Link, show chairman 

for the Springfield Chapter' s annual show (which 
incidentally was scheduled on the same night as the 
Milbank show, March 13), describes " the record 
setting snowstorm ... that allowed our show to be 
just a ' great success' instead of a ' record setting 
smashing success. '" It helped that Acoustix, their 
headline quartet, had arrived the previous evening. 
The big headaches came as a result of having to 
assure ticket holders by telephone that " Yes, there 
wi ll be a show," and when the Republic High 
School chorus director had to excuse a number of 
her singers prior to the evening show due to the 
weather. 

• * * 
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Writing in The Pitch, the Mason City Chapter sic types that this barbershop thing is a whole Jot 

bulletin, edited by Paul Krull, Stan Zinnel, v.p. for better than they ever thought. 
chapter development, describes a new program that On the other hand, if the applause was nothing 
is actually an old component of the River City more than polite people recognizing that you had 
.Chorus' communication system that's been rein- enough guts to do what you just did, maybe we 
troduced and updated to meet the members' needs better ask the second question: How good do you 
for the future. It involves a position called the want to get? 
"parts chairman." The person in this job will be Here come the opportunities! You would be as 
responsible for recording attendance (late arrivals welcome as the flowers in May (How about that?) 
and early departures) and following up on absent if you came to the big mini-HEP weekend in St. 
members. He will also serve as part of the "eyes Joe, June 11 through 13. They would open their 
and ears" of the chapter, bringing matters of con- arms to serve you if you decided to join the fellows 
cem to the attention of those who should take at the South Dakota Festival or the Iowa City 
action on them. This should be helpful in particu- Cookie Festival, or the St. Louis Area barbershop 
lar to new members who may have many questions party. 
regarding our organization and its operation. £S How about bringing your quartet, or as many 

Su~~ort Your Cha~ t er f>ulleTih 
Write Ah Article 

Inform - Record - Reflect - Recognize - Educate 
Promote - Recruit - Retain - Encourage 

How good are you? 
By Gary Drown 
VP Marketing Public Relations 

And, how good do you want to get? It 's all 
about image. 

How good are you - your quartet - chorus? 
Like it or not, how good you were the last time you 
performed is a reflection on every Barbershopper 
who belongs to our Society. So let's give it a test. 

The last time you performed for an audience, 
did they applaud? Of course they did! With very 
few exceptions, people are nice. But did they 
REALLY applaud, like a standing ovation, or went 
up to you after the performance and shook your 
hand, clapped you on the back, told you they want 
to do what your just did? 

Now that's a pretty good indication that you rep
resented all of us in a very positive way. Without 
trying, you may have helped us all recruit a new 
member, and at the very least, convinced some mu-

members of your chorus as possible to the Labor 
Day Barbershop Bonanza at Kearney this year? It 
features Greg Lyne as clinician while you rub 
shoulders with Barbershoppers from all over the 
region, including our guest quartet Three Men & 
A Melody. How about making contact with one of 
the districts coaches just itching to give you a 
helping hand? 

In a recent survey conducted by a young lady 
preparing a college thesis, 87 Barbershoppers were 
asked a series of questions regarding their hobby. 

Interestingly, one of the questions was: "What 
are your major dislikes in barbershop singing?" 
The largest percentage answered, "Settling for me
diocrity." How about you? Are you ready to take 
the next step? Let's get better fast! 

Lots of opportunities! We'll be delighted to see 
you there! RS 

Sound Legacy 
1421 Sierra Dr. NE , Apt B 
Cedar Rap ids, IA 52402 
PH : 319-366-3492 
c hrlsjohnson1@prod lgy.net 
www. mars ha II net.com/-ba rl rw 

1992 CSO Champion 
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HarmoNews from the HarmoNet 
By Bruce Baedke 
Pride of Iowa Chorus, Joyful Noise and Spice Guys Quartets 

The current news is the scores and rankings of 
quartets at the various prelims. You can check out 
the scores online at the Harmonet Reporter's Score 
Page at: 
http://timc.pop.upenn.edu/scores/SCORES99.btm 

To start off the news part of the HarmoNews 
this issue we have a lot from CSD and the St. 
Charles area. First off, it looks like the St. Charles 
ch~rus has a new director. Jim Henry has officially 
resigned from the directorship due to added duties 
with his job and family. He and his wife Geda had 
a baby a girl, Geda Rose Henry, and all are doing 
fine. 

Jim will continue to sing with the chorus and the 
Gas House Gang. David Wright has taken over 
the directorship of the Ambassadors of Harmony. 

Kipp Buckner has gotten married as well. Kipp 
and Kirsten are also doing well. 

The new Boston Common CD collection will 
contain 45 songs on two CDs, including their first 
four albums and six new songs they found they had 
recorded but never published. The CD will be 
available the beginning of April fo r shipment, and 
it will cost $60. Anyone looking to order one 
should send a check/money order for $60 to: 

The Boston Common 
111 Summer Street, 
Hingham, Massachusetts 02043-1931 
A new Harmonct archive with many good 

search features has been set up and may be ac
cessed at: 

http://www.Louisvi lleTimes.org/harmonet 
Producers of a barbershop television special 

shot last summer report that the program is now in 
the editing room and expects an August air date. 
"Can't Stop Singing" is the working title of the 
program, produced by Brandenburg Productions in 
association with Georgia Public Television and un
derwritten in part by the Public Broadcasting 
System (PBS). 

American Movie Classics television host Nick 
Clooney has agreed to narrate the show, and ex
pects to tape his segments in May. 

Also of note, "Voices," a 1994 production of 
independent filmmaker Daniel Bushnell and star-

ring the Vocal Majority, aired on WLIW public 
television on Long Island and may see future public 
broadcasting appearances as a result. 

Th.e Contemporary Accapella Society of 
America (CASA) announced its awards for 1999. 
The barbershop winners are: 
Best Jazz Song: First Runner Up: " Be Of Love" -
SoVoSo (tie) "Unforgettable" - Acoustix 
Best Barbershop Album: " Legacy" - Bluegrass 
Student Union 
First Runner Up: " Aural Hygiene" - Metropolis 
Best Barbershop Song: "Make 'Em Laugh" -
Keepsake 

First Runner Up: " This Is The Moment" - For 
Heaven's Sake 

.1981 champs Chicago News are back together 
domg and accepting show bids. 

Contact Joe Sullivan for more info at: 
e-mail: joesully@net-link.net 

Kenosha had its first online talk radio segment 
on March 3 1 for an hour from noon- I p.m. Execu
tive Director Darryl Flinn was interviewed. It was 
termed a success and future online events are being 
planned. 

Speaking of Online events, the annual champs 
reception for current champs Revival was also 
done online Apri l 11. You can listen to it by 
checking out the Society's web page at: 
http://www.spebsqsa.org 

The beginning of a separate Usenet newsgroup 
for barbershop is currently being voted on. The 
results will be posted in the next issue of Har
monews from the Harmonet. 

The draw for order of appearance for choruses 
was held in Toronto at the Society Board Manage
ment Council meeting on April 14. The following 
is the order as drawn (with the proviso that any 
chorus may indicate its wish to sing first in the 
contest. By rule, any chorus wishing to sing first 
must noti fy the Society President in writing within 
14 days from the posting of the order of appear
ance. If more than one chorus indicates a wish to 
sing first, a subsequent draw will take place among 
those choruses). 

Here is the order of appearance: 
I . Stockholm Chordmasters - SNOBS 
2. Thames Valley Chorus - BABS 
3. Chorus of the Genesee - SLD 
4. Music Central - SWD 
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5. American BarberBoys - Wild Card - CSD 
6. Macomb County - PIO 
7. Brothers in Harmony - MAD 
8. Midwest Vocal Express - Wild Card - LOL 
9. Banana Blenders - AAMBS 
10. Louisville Times - CAR 
11. Toronto Northern Lights - ONT 
12. Thoroughbreds- Wild Card - CAR 

INTERMISSION 

13 . Ambassadors of Harmony - CSD 
14. New Tradition - ILL 
15. Masters of Harmony - FWD 
16. Big Chicken - DIX 
17. Salem Senataires - EYG 
18. Phoenicians - Wild Card - FWD 
19. Great Northern Union - LOL 
20. Heralds of Harmony - SUN 
21. Singing Buckeyes - JAD 
22. Saratoga Springs - NED 
23. Saltaires - RMD Ji'S 

AIC show tickets 
now available 
By Holly Beck 

The Association of International Champions 
will present its annual show on Friday evening, 
July 2, 1999, at the Anaheim Convention Center 
Arena (adjacent to the Anaheim Hilton and Towers 
and within walking distance of most convention 
hotels). 

The show will feature 12 past champion quartets 
and the AIC chorus under the direction of Jay Gi
allombardo. Tickets are $75, $35, and $20 and may 
be purchased by e-mail (Hbeckbari@aol.com), by 
AlC hotline (800-877-6936), or by mail - AIC 
Tickets, 533 Oakcrest Lane, Coppell TX 75019. 
VISA, MC and AMEX cards are accepted for pay
ment. 

If you'll be attending the International Conven
tion, you won't want to miss this show - it ' s one of 
the highlights of the week! KS 

St. Louis Area Council 
meeting highlights 
By Jack Reed, SLAC Secretary 

The Council formally thanked St. Louis # 1 for 
hosting the 1998 Area Contest. 

St. Louis # 1 agreed to host the 1999 Area Con
test and the joint CSD southeast division contest. 
NOTE THE DATE: August 28, 1999. 

Harmony For Lunch is getting raves from those 
who attend. Consider going soon. Last Wednes
day of each month, 11 :00 a.m. , Casino Queen. 

Barbershopper polo shirts are still available. Ask 
your council member. 

Belleville changed its meeting night to Tuesday. 
Kevin Nelson is the new director. 

Events: 
Suburban's corned beef dinner/show is 

March 10, at St. Ann Community center. Call any 
Suburban member for tickets. 

Number l is inviting area Barbershoppers 
to a picnic at Sylvan Springs park on May 15. 
You'll be able to buy food and beverages. 

Belleville will have a SALUTE TO 
AMERICA show on June 5, at the Knights of 
Columbus hall on 159 (two and one-half miles 
south of 1-64). Tickets are $8.00 at the door and 
$7.00 in advance. 

The next Area Council meeting is on May 12, 
1999, at Maggie O ' Brien ' s, starting at 7:30 p.m. 
Any Barbershopper may attend. J6 

John • Curt • Stan • Hank 

Sound 
Exchange 

1921 Elm Circle 
West Des Moines, Iowa 

515-22&-0327 
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Old Capitol Chorus, show patrons " I think it is important that we help out the 
community when a crisis like this arises," said Jim 

donate to Iowa City fire victims Brown, Chapter President. " The chapter is part of 
By David Haase the community." 

On the early morning of Friday, March 26, a 
devastating fi re broke out in the basement of 
Mondo's Sports Cafe in downtown Iowa City. The 
fire destroyed the restaurant, the Iowa Hair Cutting 
Co. and damaged a dozen other businesses. Above 
Mondo's were 12 apartments rented out primarily 
to University of Iowa students. 

Miraculously, no one was killed or injured in the 
fire, one of the largest in downtown Iowa City's 
history. However, many of them shivered in the 
cold before their friends or the American Red 
Cross supplied them with warm clothing. Almost 
all of them found a place to stay with relatives or 
friends. 

The tenants, again primarily University of Iowa 
students, lost clothing, furniture, books, mementos 
and souvenirs. At least one lost a pet. Only a cou
ple of the tenants had insurance. 

Other tenants also had belongings in their cars -
which they couldn't open because they'd left their 
car keys in their apartments. 

I first received the news of the fi re while I was 
at work. I'm a third shifter at a local convenience 
store. Customers fed me the news as they came in. 
After work I went to the site of the fire to take a 
look. The fire was still raging and by the look of 
things the building was a total loss. 

When I got home and turned on the news it was 
then I found out about the students who lived in the 
apartments above the restaurant. l knew right then 
the Old Capitol Chorus had to help. 

That evening I contacted Jim Brown, chapter 
president, and Fred Grems, show chairman, to see 
what they thought about taking up a collection at 
the show the next night. That decision would have 
to come from the board, who decided a statement 
would be made at the show's intermission. 

Details of the fire were given to the show's 
audience. Monies were needed to help rebuild the 
lives of the uninsured, needing money for clothes, 
new books for school, and new housing. It was an
nounced the money collected would be given to 
Grant Wood Area Chapter of the American Red 
Cross to be distributed to the fi re victims. $250.00 
was raised that night for the fire victims. 

A couple days later the American Red Cross an
nounced it had given out approximately $30,000 to 
help the victims purchase new clothes, buy food 
and help pay for temporary housing. So far the Red 
Cross has collected $5,000 in donations. 

If you wish to help out the American Red Cross 
in this cause, you can mail a donation to: American 
Red Cross, 328 South Clinton Street, Suite #6, 
Iowa City, IA, 52240 or call 319-337-2 119 RS 

A map of the past 
By Jim Nugent, Historian 

" History is not the past. It is a map of the past 
to be made useful to the modern traveler." 
- Washington Post editorial 

Society Historians Wilbur Sparks and Dean 
Snyder have compiled a manual titled " The Role 
Society Historians at the District and Chapter Lev
els." 

The manual is available from the Harmony 
Marketplace. From that manual come these "sug
gestions and recommendations," in somewhat 
abridged form, for chapter (and district) historians. 

1. Society history should be recognized as a 
program activity at all district and chapter levels. 

2. Each chapter president should appoint a his
torian. So that his work may be evaluated, 
historian should make regular (at least annual) re
ports to the board of directors. 

3. Continuity is important and the historian 
who serves best is reappointed for as long as he is 
doing a good job and is willing to serve. 

4. The historian should have a budget in sup
port of his work. He should prepare and submit a 
workplan for consideration by the budget making 
authority. 

5. The historian should present his work regu
larly. Such presentations may lbe written material, 
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but they may involve the preparation of visual dis- contest in conjunction with each division quartet 
plays or exhibits. He should consider any or all of contest. The chorus contest is NOT mandatory for 
the following: chapters who want to compete in the district spring 

- A column under the historian's by-line as a or fall contests, but it will provide chapters a 
continuing series in each chapter bulletin. Articles chance to compete, be judged, and possibly win an 
marking chapter milestones in district publications. award as division chorus champion. A wards will 

- A one or two-page capsule history as a handy be given in each plateau in which chapters are en-
reference for chapter members. tered. This will provide another opportunity for our 

- Preparation of more elaborate historical books members to improve their singing skills and enjoy 
or brochures at significant intervals, such as TEN, the rewards that come with friendly competition. 
TWENTY OR THIRTY year histories. The division contests wi ll be held as follows: 

- History can be made vivid with scrapbooks Northwest Division, Saturday, April 17, Sioux 
containing pictures, programs, bulletins, clippings, City, Iowa (completed) 
correspondence, etc. Southwest Division, Saturday, July 17, St. Joseph, 

- If your chorus or quartet has cut a record, tape Mo. 
or CD, or if a chapter member has composed or Northeast Division, Saturday, August 14, Ot
arranged some barbershop music, that should be- tumwa, Iowa 
come a part of your history. Southeast Division, Saturday, August 28, St. 

- Free standing tabletop exhibits can be eye- Louis, Mo. 
catching ways of presenting our history. The District Convention Team and the hosting 

Having said that, I am proposing that each chapters will work to make these events memora
chapter prepare a freestanding table top exhibit ble and a pleasure to attend. Talk to your chapter 
which can be displayed at the 1999 district con- members now and start working on your package. 
vention in Cedar Rapids. More about that later. ,g Information will be provided to each chapter re-

Events review 
By Bill McLaurine, VP Events 

We have just concluded a very successful spring 
convention in Sioux City, Iowa, thanks in large part 
to the hard work of the Sioux City Chapter and the 
district convention team. We had over 600 regis
trations and all Barbershoppers in attendance had a 
chance to participate in many varied non
competitive activities, from tag singing, to learning 
how contests are judged, to singing on-stage in a 
chorus. 

The quality of competition in the Plateau A cho· 
rus contest was excellent, as was the quartet 
competition. 

The Events and Convention Team will now tum 
their attention to the upcoming division contests 
and to the 1999 fall convention, scheduled for Ce
dar Rapids, Iowa, on October 3-5. 

As you will read in other articles in this issue, 
the district board has decided to hold a chorus 

garding how to register, location of each contest, 
etc. 

Also, a reminder to register NOW for the 1999 
CSD Mini-Harmony College to be held at Missouri 
Western State College in St. Joseph, Mo., on June 
11, 12 and 13. Winston Rashleigh has lined up a 
stellar group of instructors and this promises to be 
a great weekend at a very reasonable price. .€S 

TENOR - DEAN KRUSE LEAD - KEN VOGEi. 

CONTACT: loll"--· 3140.........., Dr. 

BARITONE - DICK KRUSE 

lllleiion. IA 52302 
311/393·1511 

BASS - ll09 NAlllCE 
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By Line 
By Byron Myers, VP Music 
and Performance 

I thought I would share some 
of my thoughts about the spring 
convention weekend. 

I was very pleased when 49 
men took the opportunity to be 
evaluated vocally. It came as no 
surprise that the number one 
need was understanding the 
proper techniques to achieve 
singers breath. 

Three of our judges, Steve 
Jamison, Ray Rymer, and Joe 
Connelly, came in Saturday 
morning to help for awhile. 
What a special opportunity for 
those singers who got to work 
for them. 

Some truly great voices were 
displayed in my sessions and not 
one bad one. 

I will recommend that in the 
future the individual sessions be 
expanded to one half hour each. 
And I will find at least two more 
instructors to help. 

The Min i-HEP school com
ing in June will provide more 
opportunities ·for individuals, 
quartets and choruses to improve 
themselves. 

Back to the contest weekend. 
What a great quartet and chorus 
contest. The scores were good, 
and it was especially significant 
that some choruses that have 
been absent for quite awhile 
were back at the contest. Im
provement was the magic word 
and my congratulations to those 
who did just that. 

A special note to the direc
tors reading this: Take 
adlvantage of those special . op
portunities at the Mini-HEP 
school, the Directors College, 
and Chorus Directors Workshop 
Intensive (CDWI). Larry Mon-
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son administrates this program for the district. Give him a call. 

The quartet portion of the contest was terrific. We are looking forward to 
12th Street Rag's representation of our district and are still hoping that Sound 
Legacy will get a wild card. We should be especially proud of the fact that 
Central States was one of only two districts to have five college quartets vying 
for the opportunity to represent us at the International College Quartet Contest. 
My guess? 

You will see M!illennium at or near the top in Anaheim. 
What is the value of competition? It gives the partic ipant an evaluation of 

their performance ievel compared to their peers, but it also provides specifics 
on what needs improving. We shou ld always strive to sing and perform as 
well as we can .... EVERY T.IME we sing and to try to get better. Why? Be
cause we can. 

I have been asked to initiate the Standing Ovation Program. 
Which simply stated means a qualified evaluator comes to a major per

formance of your chorus or quartet and does an evaluation for you. The 
evaluation is give111 to you and only you. What you do with it at that point is 
up to you. If you ' r,e interested in being evaluated, send a request to me. If you 
are interested in being an evaluator, send me your request along with your 
qualifications. We will need enough evaluators to cover all of the district's 
geography. 

This is an opportunity to increase your entertainment for yourself, your 
fellow Barbershoppers, and especially your paying public. 

Board and HOD action during the contest weekend has expanded to pro
vide an opportunity for choruses to gain valuable experience by allowing the 
Divisional contests to include choruses. There is no requirement to partici
pate. Just the opportunity to be evaluated and receive some help. The highest 
scoring chorus in each level (A, AA, AAA) in each division will be named 
divisional champion. Hope to see you there. Thanks for a great weekernd. LS 

Here's a Barbershop Quartet that 
GUARANTEES* You'll Have Fun! 

~~ 
~IZOP 

l'AN l'CCV' 

You won't believe ... 
l:IJE- Cf)Ol2DIAL C€L€131ZAt:"IO~ 

Until you hear and see them at their zany best! 

To book The Chord/al Celebration for your show, call: 

Gary Drown at (308) 236-2083 

*GUARANTEE: If one member of the audience goes home without laughing, 
our fee will be che9'f~ refunded! 
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Where are we going? 
By Clyde Stant, (alias) Wiley Nodine 
Lead, Springfield Music Co. 

I have been a member of the SPEBSQSA for 28 
years. I have also had the great privilege of singing 
in a quartet for 25 of that 28 years. Our quartet has 
had the pleasure to have performed on approxi
mately 200 Barbershop and Sweet Adeline shows 
during that time, and around 600 corporate func
tions and shows . in· Branson, Mo., plus many 
personal performances. 

We have also competed many times throughout 
those years. We have always been primarily a 
comedy show quartet. We have been featured on 
shows all across the country, which included many 
shows with International Champions. 

The thing that really attracted me to barbershop
ping in the very beginning was the fellowship and 
the sharing of our great hobby. Enough being said 
about all that, let' s move on to the real meat of 
what I think is getting to be a real problem in our 
Society. 

As our quartet is doing shows across the coun
try, there is something we are hearing more of 
everywhere we go. Guys in chapters will say," We 
wanted to have this past International Champion or 
another, but it would cost $5000 or $6000 or more, 
and our small chapter just cannot afford it." · 

I am just wondering, what happened to the days 
when we as quartets shared our talents with our 
fellow Barbershoppers simply because of our love 
of our very unique hobby? I feel that when quartets 
charge so much money to do chapter shows that it 
takes away a lot of opportunity to spread the at
traction and the excitement of barbershopping, to 
fellow Barbershoppers as well as the general pub
lic. The public is what we are depending on to 
come and join us in this great hobby. 

My intent is not to offend anyone; however, I 
think that maybe we should look upon winning the 
gold as an honor to be shared among every member 
in our Society and not something to be compared to 
the winning of the lottery. 

Our quartet in 25 years has never distributed a 
dime to any of our members for personal use. We 
have not increased our singing fee in at least 15 
years, and do not plan to do so. We decided long 
ago that we would use money that we earned from 

doing shows to use to go to contests and conven
tions, not only tQ enjoy what we share as a group, 
but also to share with fe llow Barbershoppers. 

I think that this is one thing that can be done to 
help a declining membership in our Society. Let's 
start getting back to the basic reason that brought 
most of us into this hobby and quit trying to sup
plement our 40 I Ks and our IRA accounts with 
something that I feel is meant to be a hobby. 

Let's simply share an extraordinary experience 
that seems to be more ·rare in this day and time. I 
think it would do an awful lot more to help us in
crease the membership in our Society. I merely 
hope that the sounds of the cash register do not 
drown out the noise that this opinion might cause. 

Please, let us continue what is, and always has 
been, something that everywhere we Barbershop
pers go seems to put a smile on the face of 
everyone who comes in contact, with this great 
thing called BARBERSHOP HARMONY. £S 

AORTA 
By Jim Nugent 

After two postponements because of January 
and February weather, an Area Officer Round Ta
ble Academy (AORTA) was held in Joplin, 
Missouri, on March 20. Based upon the philoso
phy that chapter officers can, with the help of 
chapter coaches, help each other by sharing their 
experience and enthusiasm. AORTA is a follow up 
to COTS and includes some informal presentations 
and lots of informal discussion. 

Attending the meeting were chapter officers 
from Joplin and Springfield, Missouri, and Bella 
Vista, Arkansas. 

Topics discussed were Vision and Mission 
Statements, Chapter Management, Chapter Devel
opment, Meeting Programs, Music Team, 
Communications, Budget, Youth' Outreach and 
Marketing. 

Leading the discussion were Chapter Coaches, 
Quentin Gates and Jim Nugent, and Greater Ozarks 
Chapter officers, Hank Biere, Gale Demaree and 
Chuck Scherz;:> £S 
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Forty years ago 
in the Serenade 
By Jim Nugent, Historian 

Mike Michel was editor of the Serenade in 
1959. 

Florissant Valley Chapter was chartered with an 
average attendance of about 35. Florissant Valley 
was originally called NORTH (St. Louis) 
COUNTY CHAPTER. On January 22, in near
blizzard weather, 26 men signed the charter. More 
signatures were added the following week. Presi
dent was Milton Berghoefer and secretary was 
George E. Dain, Sr. 

Herb Wall of Springfield and Chuck Abernethy 
of Wichita were certified in Stage Presence and 
Pete Tyree, Colorado Springs, was certified in 
Harmony Accuracy. 

To offset increased costs of doing business and 
additional program events, the price of the Interna
tional Convention registration was set at $15.00 per 
person beginning in 1960. 

If you sang in a quartet which was organized in 
194 7 or before, you could sing in the third annual 
Olde Tymers Quartet jamboree which was to be 
held April 4th in Kansas City at the American Le
gion Memorial building, Linwood and Paseo. The 
BARTLESVILLE BARFLIES, BEACON FOUR, 
BMA GAMBOLIERS, CESSNA AIRES, FL YING 
"L", HAWKEYE FOUR, KANSAS CITY SERE
NADERS, KEYMASTERS, KEYNOTERS and 
ROY ALAIRES were among the registrants. 

The CONFEDERATES brought down the house 
at the Columbia, Mo., show at Hickman High Feb
ruary 14. 

W.C. " Bill" Harper returned to direct Wichita's 
chorus for their 20th annual parade that featured. the 
MID-ST A TES FOUR and the GAY NOTES. 1iS 

JURASSIC LARKS 
1998 INTERNATIONAL 

SENIORS QUARTET 
CHAMPIONS 

COllTAtt VIC VINCE G.W. BARNEY 
VINCE 'tlll8tR 
2401 SJRD STREIT e 
DH MOlllES, IOWA SOJI0-1621 ~ . 
(SIS) m-~ OR H9-t074 
f--.U :VYlllOUOJUllO.COM 

Report from Society Board 
To the House of Delegates 
meeting, spring convention 
By Lud Einess, Immediate Past President 

I bring you greetings from Ed Waesche, Society 
Pres., Darryl Flinn, Society Exec. Dir., and Bill 
Stock, Society Board Member representing Illinois 
and Central States District. 

First the bad news - The year of 1998 was a 
tough year for the Society. The Society was ex
pecting a lean year, with a loss of over 
$100,000.00. This was mainly due to all the train
ing we were doing. What they didn' t expect was 
that 1998 would be the first year in seven years 
where the end of the year expenses exceeded the 
income for the year. While salaries were two and a 
half percent less than budgeted and other expenses 
were almost four percent less than budgeted, the 
income for ' 98 was four and a half percent less 
than budgeted. This was due in part to a drop in 
membership dues income. The 1999 budget should 
gain about $18,000.00 for the treasury. 

Membership again dropped in 1998, with a loss 
of 233 members for the year. This puts member
ship at 33,764. Only four districts did not -show a 
loss in 1998. CSD was not one of them. With only 
39 percent of all the chapters in the Society en
rolled in the " Chapter Challenge" program, 
membership is fighting an uphill battle. Our only 
gains were shown in "Retention Awards" outdoing 
the "Recruitment Awards." CSD has lost 39 
members the first quarter of 1999. 

On a positive note, based on the age demo
graphics of new and reinstated members, the 
average age of these new members is 47, one year 
younger than last year. That is just enough to keep 
our members average age of 59 years old from get
ting any higher. 

Service project - Harmony Foundation: Had a 
good year with a gain of 15 percent over 1997, with 
total cash collected of $664, 126.00. However, 
monies raised for SingArnerica and SingCanada, 
Heartspring and Heritage Hall Museum were 15 
percent less than 1997. The year's increase was 
due mainly to endowment fund contributions. To
tal endowment gifts are now projected to be over 
$6,000,000.00, or 30 percent higher than 1997. So 
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you see, your gifts do add up and please continue to 
encourage your chapters and members to support 
Harmony Foundation service projects. You can 
still direct where you want your money to go. 

The Mid-Winter Convention in Biloxi, Missis
sippi, was outstanding both in attendance and 
contest and shows. Some information from the 
board meeting in Bilox i: The quartet and semi
finals will be held one day earlier than before to 
allow convention goers to visit Disney Land and 
other attractions. The AIC will have only one show 
this year featuring 12 quartets and the AIC chorus. 
The show wi ll be Friday evening. 

Plans are being made to fo rm two 100-man cho
ruses to provide attendees the opportunity to sing I 
a large chorus. You can sign up for this event at 
the convention, or if you are a first time attendee, 
you' ll be able to register when you receive your 
convention package. 

A big thanks was given to the following dis
tricts: Central States, Ill inois, Dixie, Evergreen, Far 
Western, Johnny Appleseed, Land O' Lakes, Mid
Atlantic, Rocky Mountain, Southwestern and Sun
shine for helping us " grow Young Together" with 
their putting on Youth Outreach programs and ac
tivities like camps, festivals and schools. Let us 
stay aggressive in thi s area. Today' s youth are to
morrow's members. Thanks to Duane Lawson, 
CSD Youth Outreach VP for all his hard work and 
effort. 

Some other board actions were: 
•!• The 1999 quartet qualifying scores were kept 

76 points per judge (1 ,824 for a double panel, 
3,627 for a triple panel). 

•!• Beginning this year, contestants in the Interna
tional chorus contest may request to sing first in 
the contest, but such a request must be made in 
writing and received by the Society president 
within 14 days publication of the draw to be 
considered. This year the drawing will be made 
on April 14 and put on the Internet April 15. A 
new drawing will be held no later than seven 
days after any such requests are received, i.e., 
no later than May 6. 

•!• The MBNA America Collegiate Barbershop 
Quartet Contest rules were changed effective 
January 29, 1999. Now the contest is open to 
young men who are or will be 17-25 inclusive 
on the date of the International level contest for 
the contest year. 

•!• Districts will be doing five-year planning ii:t the 
future, with a standard format to be developed 
by the summer 2000 Society board meeting in 
Kansas City. 

The Society treasurer is now a member of the 
Board Management Council and no longer an 
automatic member of the Planning and Program 
Development Group. As CFO of the Society, he is 
responsible for providing financial oversight for, 
and advice and counsel to, the board, including su
pervision of the development of the Society budget 
and financial policies and practices. 

Look for the new "Chorus Director" manual, 
which is to be shipped to every chorus director 
around May 1 . ~ 

Understanding the 
arm waver better 
By Kevin Gross, Assistant Director 
The Hawks Eye, J.P. Jones, Editor, Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa 

One evening while directing Barberpole Cat 
songs, I came across a song with which I wasn't 
familiar and my comments were, " I will work on it 
and we can sing it another night." The reply I 
heard was, " Just direct and we will follow!" I 
think it's important to know what directing a group 
enta ils. 

Much as many of you believe, directing is NOT 
standing in front of a group and waving the arms. 
There is a great deal of work that goes in direct
ing ... whether it is classical conducting, church 
choirs or barbershop choruses. To begin, the di
rector has to know how to sing EVERY voice part 
that is in the music. I can do that with a few of our 
songs. 

I don' t know about you, but I am very impressed 
that Chorus Director Paul Fuhrman can go to the 
middle part of a song (without music) and sing any 
of the voices. This is a skill that, as a director, I 
need to acquire a great deal more practice. The di
rector also needs to know where the voices move -
ALL THE VOICES. It is very ineffectual if the 
director motions a voice .... and it isn't supposed to 
do so!" 
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In addition, there is also the interpretation of the 

song. Yes, it is true that everyone has his own idea 
of how to interpret music and there is nothing 
wrong with that. In fact, sometimes it is wise for 
the director to seek advice from others on interpre
tation, but it is the director who has to make the 
final decision in order fo r the song to be successful. 
Heck, I frequently turn to my colleagues fo r inter
pretation advice. If I like it, I will use it. .. if not, l 
chuck it. 

Last, but not least, there is the waving of the 
arms. This is the way in which a conductor (or di
rector) tells a group to be louder, softer, hold a note 
longer, change tempo, etc. It is here that he/she 
gives meaning to the interpretation of the song. 

As you see, there is more to directing than just 
getting up and waving the arms. It is a process that 
has many facets and is not as easy as it may seem. £S 

Reflections of a Barbershopper 
By John Ries, Chapter Coach 
Barbershop Gazette, Leonard Lippert, Edito r, 
Aberdeen, S.D. 

Barbershop quarteting and belonging with the 
Barbershop Quartet Society is not unique in that it 
is a VOLUNTEER organization. Volunteering 
happens in many organizations at many levels. In 
our organization, it is the main goal (for many) to 
actively volunteer to join your voice with others to 
make a very unique sound. Within our " thing," 
there are many other volunteers who need to be 
around to make the sound the best it can be (con
sidering it is volunteers who are singing). 
1. The music team (yes, the director), but also 

those guys who help get the chapter [lively] 

with as much musicality as possible: section 
leaders; teaching quartet members; music se
lection team; quartet promotion man; music 
librarian; those guys who cheer on new quar
tets ... guys who take the chance and sing with a 
quartet. .. etc. 

2. Those guys who give a little bit extra to make 
things happen. - The guys who help move ri s
ers, the guy who takes charge of the props; the 
guy with the uniforms; the guy who monitors 
our members who may be ill; the fella who 
"volunteers" a joke; the wife who lets her man 
come sing with us; the guy who offers his Sun
day for being at our singout church; the guy 
who takes care of treats; script writers; and 
many more ... you get the idea. 

3. Those guys who take a bit more active lead 
within the Barbershop Quartet Society: Our 
own chapter president and our officers; our 
district officers and the support members; the 
Society-level officers and their wives; the tal
ented quartet members; arrangers; coaches and 
enthusiasts who offer to come to YOUR chap
ter to help you grow. (This happens WAY 
MORE OFTEN THAN WE KNOW!) 

My little blurb here is to thank each and every 
one of you for being here when I want to sing four
part harmony. It is so true: I can't sing this stuff 
without you! Thank you for being there. 

Each one of us as a little gift that someone else 
might utilize for a bit, whether it be an interpreta
tion of a song, a breath - or a push through the 
phrase to give some energy to that phrase; or being 
able to sing the baritone part; or a consonant that 
usually gets missed; or tell a joke; or singing in 
tune; or singing in correct tone and timbre; or 
maybe just only a glance or a smile. God knows 
our personal needs and we often times "give" 
without knowing it. Thank you for being there. 

We all come from a different place and leave 
Monday night practice to go our separate ways. 
Isn't it great that we can come together for this 
weekly "instance" to join our voices in harmony? 
Not just harmony, but. .... BARBERSHOP HAR
MONY! Thanks, guys, each and EVERY ONE OF 
YOU. 

Also, if you've ever been to a barbershop con
vention, you KNOW of the talent that volunteers 
for this hobby. Take one in if you can. It's GREAT 
to be a. BARBERSHOPPER! £S 
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Our First Recording Has Arrived!!! Order Today!!! 

~: ~ ·12~~:~~~a 
M.m. G.-1. 

~il 12rusT. • 0- Tl,. Rainbow 
• 

Bo.1.....1.op Clooala 

e I Wond .. Wl...t's B.c.,.,.. 
Of 5-t AJ.line 

• L .. 1 N1"l.1 W.,. Tl.. E..d 
Of TI.. W...ld 

Bici Bo..J 
• A..d TI.. Anq.1, S1nq 

Raq1 
• Hot Bo.4.....1.op Ro'f 
• Jol.nson Raci 
• 12"' 51...t Ra., 

Goapel/C-i-i-o"'I C~obon 
• G-.t G.ff1n' Up M_,1,,'/ 

Good N-. M.dl.., 
• C.1.b..,1. Tl.. Ci.tld 

AND MOREii! 

~ ' &Cit 
_..1_*!*~!¥l p ! 

• Moo..hql.I S.-J. 

~:!??~~~t~It 
1994 C-f..,I 51o1 .. 0..1 .. d O..,.p1-. 
~ T1 ... lnt.-honol Q..,.t .... nnoli.t. 

ORDER NOW TO RECEIVE TH!.5 EXCITING COLlfCT!ON OF MUSIC!!! 
ClJP AND MAIL YOUR CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TODAY! COMPIEl'E MAIIJNG INFORMATION: 

CD@ $13 = NG ... 
--- -----------Co ...it.@ $10 - AJJ .... _________ _ 
--- 5~ 1..to l ----AJd $.2 .00 .l.ipplftC! o..J l.o..Jhnq f- aoJ. To..- cw CD@ $2 ea . ----(o U ta.us, 1..dud.J) Amount f ..do..J 

Pl-# _________ _ 

----
l'or Performance Information Contact: Mark A. Fortino, t•llt W. 121"' Street, Olathe, KS 66061, (913) 780-3872 

SPEBSQSA 

HABITAT 4 HARMONY 
BARBERSHOP QUARTET 

Randall Shackleton ), Kirby Wilaon 

Marv Spellman ), Fran Wilaon 

3718 Avenue C 3411 Avenue M 

KHrney, NE 68847 

(308) 237-5402 (308) 234-037& 

EVER-GROWING 

... Or Nothing Else 
Matters! 

Curt Johnson 
1321 N. Hancock 
Fremont, NE 68025 ( 402) 721-7937 
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5th ANNUAL BARBERSHOP BONANZA 
Kearney, Ne. 

LABOR DAY WEEK-END 
SEPTEMBER 3 & 't~, 1999 

SONGS FOR BONANZA 

#7706 [When it's] 
Darkness on the Delta 

#7727 

May/June 1999 

They wrote em in the Good Old Days 

#8615 
Hello Mary Lou 

#7154 
From the First Hello to the Last Goodby 

CLINIC DIRECTOR: GREG LYNE 

GUEST QUARTET: 3 MEN & A MELODY 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Yes, COUilt me in! [ To receive the music and tape in advance, we must receive this by August IS, 1999] 

Included in the registration fee is [music, learning tape, Sat. noon meal] Total $30.00 

Extra noon meals for wife, family or friends @ $I 0.00 ea. 

Grand total for a week-end of pure fun 

Please make check payable to 1733 chorus 
and mail to Kim Anderson 

905 Garfield 
Holdrege, Ne. 68949 
(308) 995-8934 

e-mail ka50759@navix.net 

Your voice part _____ _ 



Featuring 
the 

Lincoln Continentals Barbershop Chorus 

With 1993 
International Quartet Champs 

"Gas House Gang" 

Lied Center 
for Performing Arts 

Saturday, May 22 
2:30 & 7:30 

**All Seats Reserved** 

SERENADE 1999 Spri~geSt\ow 

~ 

Order Form ---CutHere-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------CUtHett-

Address------------------------------------~ 

City/ST/Zip ___________________________________ _ 

Mail to : Lied Center Box Office 
12th & "R" Streets 
Lincoln, NE 68588 

Please mai l by May 14, 1999 

To order by phone, or for 
information on group discounts, 
call 402-472-4747 , 402-470-2205 

or 402-477-5356 

r 
Price Quantity 

$25 (evening) Includes Afterglow 

$18 (evening) 

$13 (evening) 

$10 (matinee) 

Group Discount(-) 
Postage & Handling 

Total 

\.. Make checks payable to the Lied Center (no refunds) 

""""' Total 

St.SO 

~ 



CSD Serenade 
clo SPEBSQSA, Inc. 
6315 3rd A venue 
Kenosha, WI 53143-5199 

Editor's address is on page two 

Chapter Shows Schedule 
Reported by Gale Dem aree , Secretary 

Apr. 30, May 1 - Cedar Rapids, Iowa (Harmony Hawks) - Theater Cedar Rapids 
May 8 - St. Joseph, Mo. - St. Joseph Theater 

Papillion, Neb. - Papillion-La Vista High School 
Leavenworth, Kan. - Performing Arts Center 

lS - Hutchinson, Kan. - 4H Encampment Bldg. 
Kansas City, Mo. - Music Hall 

22 - Lincoln, Neb. - Lied Center of Performing Arts 
Sep. 18-19 - Hastings, Neb. - City Auditorium 
Nov. 6 - Sioux City, Iowa - Epply Auditorium 

2000 
Feb. 26 - Ames, Iowa - Ames City Auditorium 
Mar. 25 - Overland Park, Kan. - Johnson County Community College 
Apr. tba - Des Moines, Iowa - Des Moines Civic Center 

28-29 - Cedar Rapids, Iowa (Harmony Hawks) - Theater Cedar Rapids 

District and Society Events 
June 11-13 - Mini-HEP School, St. Joseph, Mo. 
June 27-July 4 - International convention, Anaheim, Calif. 
July 17 - Southwest Division Contes.t, St. Joseph, Mo. _ 
Aug. 1-8 - Harmony College/Directors Cqllege, St. Joseph, Mo. 

14 - Northeast Division Contest, .Ottumwa, Iowa 
28 - Southeast Division Contest, St. Louis, Mo., combined with St. Louis Area Contest, 

Jefferson Community College, Hillsboro, Mo. 
Oct. 1-3 - Fall district convention, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
Nov. TBA -Chapter Operations Training Seminar (COTS) - To Be Announced 
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