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Number 4 August 1965 

LET'S GO TO DES MOINES I I 
• • 

HOTEL KIRKWOOD 
Convention Headquarters 

Let's enter the chorus. The competition 
will be tough, but we'll gain a weal th or 
experience from the dual judging panel
ten judges. 

Let's enter the quartet too. We may 
not be the best, but the KRNT Theater 
seats 4200 and that' ll be the biggest crowd 
that ever heard us. 

Let•s leave the old fllvver at home and 
organize a busload or a train carload. 
We'll sing up a storm going and coming. 
The ladies will get a chance to meet other 
wives, and when they get to Des Moines 
they'll find the greatest Ladies• Hospitality 
program ever. And the DES MOINA1RES 
have arranged " Harmony Loop" bus trans
portation between the downtown hotels and 
the theaters. 

Let's take the family. They call Des 
Moines the "Hub or Hospitality" and this 
contest is to be a family affair as much 
as possible. 

Let's find out what "shusher s" are? 
They're to keep order at the afterglows. 
That •s right- afterglows, two of them, both 
at the headquar ters Hotel Kirkwood after 
the Saturday night show. 

Let ' s send the Missus on a shopping 
trip down " Har mony Lane" while we get 
In a little woodshedding and renew old 
friendships. 

Let's pl an to get there early and stlly 
late. General Chairman Harold Parry, 
Chapter President Joe Parrent, and over 
70 other Des Moines barbershoppers plan 
to keep us happily busy all the time we•re 
there. 

Yessir, let's keep our eyes on the mail 
for that new " Contest Directory " that 
everyone in the District will receive. Let's 
bug the rest of the guys in the chorus tll 
they're itching to enter the contest. And 
let•s have ourselves a time. There's just 
one prerequisite- be there. 

11 Chapters Go To 
XXXXVlllll 

I n Roman numerals that is. We have 11 
chapter s beyond the 50 mark in member
ship as of mid- year: 

HEART OF AMERICA 107 
RIVER CI TY Bl 
HARMONY HAWKS 75 
DES MOfNES 74 
AK-SAR-BEN 72 
DAVENPORT Y 65 
ST. LOUIS SUBURBAN C3 
ST. LOUIS #1 62 
PONY EXPRESSMEN 62 
IOWA CITY 62 
DENVER 59 

Our 1965 quota for 50- member chapters 
is 40, as the SOciety•s "50 or more this 
year for sure" drive continues. Though 
we managed to pass the 100% retent ion 
mark we•re 29 chapters shy in the Society 
bi g chapter pr ogram. 

Seven chapters ar e in the 40' s: BOULDER 
DECORAH, NORTHWEST MISSOURI, PI KES 
PEAK, SIOUX FALLS, TOPEKA, and 
WI CHI TA. Most of these chapters should 
join the elite as the nip of Fall puts an 
edge on our efforts. 

From there on we need some surprises. 
I ncreased membership is the natural re
ward of organized activity and honest effort. 
We can rationalize a lack of either of these, 
but it's hard to gain members without both. 
Every rhapter who so wants can halle them, 
and those Fall membership dr ives are the 
efforts that will add more chapters to our 
"50" roll. 

DISTRICT BOARD MEETS 
On August 7, 1965, the District Board 

met In Des Moines. President Bob Gall 
called the meeting to order at 9 :00 a. m. 
with all members present except Dave Mo
sher, who was M.C. at Denver's Red Rocks 
show on that date. Many items relevant 
to the district were discussed and passed 
upon and others prepared for further action 
at the House of Delegates In Des Moines 
at the District Contest on October first. 
At 6:00 p.m. the meeting was adjourned 
with only a short noon lunch break inter
upting the proceedings as the eight ·men 
present headed In various directions home
ward. For a more detailed and humerous 
account or happenings read your copy of 
the minutes forthcoming from our own 
satirical "Perry Mason." 



MEMBER OF PROBE 

For the Central States Assoc1at1on 
ot Chapters, Society for the Preser~at1on 

and Encouragement of Barber Shop 
Quartet S1ng1ng in America 

Mike Michel, Editor 
J. Pierce Brane, 

Managing Editor 
Terr y Rolsum, Art Editor 
Subscription 50~ per year to 
members or S.P.E. B.S.Q.S.A. 

DISTRICT OFFICERS 
Bob Coll, President 
12106 Mor-Bee Troll 

lndependenee, Missouri 640S2 

V1c• PreaJdents 

John VondeLune-lowa 
H~•l- Crop~or !Sonso~ 

Ceorqe S1rebl er - M.1asoura 
Or. Robe rt M. Stryker

Ncbros ko ond South Ookolo 
Dove Mosher-Colorado ond Wyoman9 

Bob L..ego. Secretary 

1812-18th s1 .... et 
Beuendorf, towo 

Pierce Brant', Treasurf'r 

401 E:o• I 4 l•l S1ree 1 
Sioux Foll , South Do kolo 

M•r·• 01c~.n~on 
lmmed1.at• Past Pres1d~nt ond 

Jn1ernot 1onoJ Boord Member 

Practice Alert! This column, hereafter, 
will be occupied with tones, soft and melo
dious (maybe), emanating from the presi
dential suite or CSD for the enlightenment 
edification, and entertainment or the con
stituency. 

New Quartets 

TTC TAC TONES ST. CHARLES 

ANOTIIER HONOR FOR ED 
Ed Fahnestock, baritone of the late CAPI

TAL QUARTET and Distrirt President 
1951-52, is grinning a bit more broadly 
these days. The merchandising firm be 
started In 1938 was one of four out or 
3,000 to be cited for outstanding product 
mer chandising and display. Ed'll no doubt 
be singing in the WICHTT A Chor us at DES 
MOINES. 

GALL ELECTED TO IB 
Bob Gall, CSA President, has been elect

ed to the International Board ror a two
year term beglnnlng January 1. He also 
wUl serve a llke term as a trustee of the 
Harmony Foundation. 

Charles Patr ick 
Pat Patric'!<, Des Moines Chapter Pre

sident 1956- 57, passed away. He joined 
the chapter ln 1947 and In 1962 was 
named Barbershopper or the year. 

We shared his dedication with his 
church and his family and now we ex
tend our sympathy. 

Supreme Court Justice D ies 
Clair Robb, Justice or the Kansas 

Supreme Court and a pioneer barber
shopper ln Wichita, died from a heart 
attack on Friday, August 6. Justice 
Robb served ten years as a Dlstrlct 
court judge prior to his election to the 
Kansas Supreme Court In 1954. Justice 
Robb sang tenor and was a quartet man 
as well as ser ving on various committees 
In the Central States District. 

Professional Honor To Boeke 
Dr. John 0; Raeke, Charter President or 

Nojoco Chapter , was named ' •Family Doc
tor or the Year" for eastern Kansas. In 
additlon to his practice, John flnds time to 
promote hospital construction and serve as 
a newly re-elected member or the Shawnee 
Mission school board. 

And if you need a bass, just call. He'll 
always make It if he can. 

Our congratulations to John, t ruly a dedi
cated man. 

ALPHA & OMEGA 4 

By request we include the above pose of 
that Infamous District Officer s Quartet, The 
Alpha & Omega Four. There must have 
been an overtone: note the expression of 
amazement on Doc Stryker•s face. This 
quartet was requested to entertain arter 
the board meeting adjourned and t reated 
the. folks in the lobby or the Hotel Kirkwood. 
The Alpha & Omega Four competed In 
Cheyenne al the pre- lims even to the sur
prlze or their fellow district omcers. 
From left to right: Bob Lego, secretary
tenor; George Strebler, V.P. Missouri
lead; Pierce Brane, treasurer-bar!; Dr. 
Bob Stryker, v. P. Nebraska-South Dakota
bass. 

C.S.D. QUARTERLY ACTIVITY REPOR T 

Heart of America , Kans:is City, Mo. 
Davenport Y Chapter, Davenport, la . 
Des Moines, Iowa 
Hannony Hawks, Cedar Rapids, la. 
Lawrence, Kansas 
River City, Mason City, la. 
Denver, Colorado 
Iowa City, Iowa 
Comhw.ker, Lincoln, Neb. 
Sioux Emperians, Sioux Falls, S. D. 
Buena Vista, Storm Lake, Iowa 
Burlington, Iowa 
Tri- V:illcy, Viborg, S. D. 
Pony Expressmen, St. Joseph, Mo. 
Ak-Sar-Ben, Omaha, Nebr. 
St. Lows t, St. Louis, Mo. 
Daniel Boone, St. Charles, Mo. 
Pikes Peak, Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Laramie, Wyoming 
Forest City, Iowa 
Kossulh County, Alg ·11.1 1 Iowa 
Ft. Dodge, Iowa 
Sheldon, Iowa 
Topeka, Kansas 
NOJOCO, Shawnee Mission, Kansas 
St. Louis Suburban, St. Louis, Mo. 
Elkader, Iowa 
Flint Hills, Emporia, Kansas 
Dubuque, Iowa 
Wichita, Kansas 
Pittsburg, Kansas 
North-West Missouri, Bethany, Mo. 
Floyd Valley Chordsmen, LeMars, Iowa 
Mt. Pleasant, iowa 
Boulder, Colorado 
Abilene, Kansas 
Florissant Valley, Missouri 
Sv.<itzerland of Iowa, Waukon, Lowa 
Columbia, Missouri 

1st Oa. 

1100 
1120 
750 
655 
625 
710 
400 
79S 
S3S 
41S 
71S 
3SS 
34S 
36S 
295 
43S 
220 
49S 
17S 
28S 
250 
450 
17S 
420 
420 
41S 
160 
18S 
170 
17S 
lOS 
170 
21S 

140 
90 
90 
5S 
20 

2nd Qtr. 

880 
400 
740 
745 
740 
S30 
840 
l6S 
48S 
SSS 
280 
S9S 
SlO 
47S 
44S 
290 
43S 
100 
38S 
230 
190 
- SO 
23S 
- 50 
-SO 
- 50 
185 
160 
i6S 
130 
160 
8S 

-SO 
95 

-50 
-50 
-SO 
- SO 
-SO 

Total 

1980 
1S20 
1490 
1400 
1365 
1240 
1240 
1160 
1020 
1000 
995 
9SO 
8SS 
840 
740 
725 
6SS 
S9S 
560 
SIS 
440 
400 
41 0 
370 
370 
365 
34S 
34S 
335 
305 
26S 
255 
16S 
95 
90 
40 
40 

5 
-30 



Ce ntral Statesmen of Note 
(Each. has sponsored a hew member since 
the last SERENADE was written) 
COLORADO: Harry Davison, Bruce Grau
berger, Bob Magill. 
IOWA: Carroll Anderson, Homer Serven, 
Wendell Burbank, Ray Crowl, Ed Fischer, 
Burt Gibney, Ken Hagberg, Duwaine Hirschy 
Del Menke, Tom Patterson, Bill Pratt, Al 
Scheetz, Tom Spear, Wiiiiam Vath. 
KANSAS: Richard Darnell. 
MISSOURI: Vince Cavanaugh, Jim Hazel, 
Ario Moore, Allen Schoeld, George Strebler, 
Don Thorne. 
SOUTH DAKOTA: Roger Baartman. 
WYOMING: Stu Whiteman. 

Sponsors Previous To Ju ly Issue 
COLORADO: Joe Byrnes, Ray Potter, 
Charles FltzRandolph. 
IOWA: Dick Averill, Art Bosch, Ray Cas
sutt, Carl Brandenburg, Tom Bowman, Ed 
Haase, Leonard Hazen, Jerry Helmke, 
George Hudepohl, Bob Lego, Ken Lehman, 
Bob Lemke, Don Matthew, Del Menke, 
Elmer Olson, John Paradise, Tom Patter
son, Darrold Roen, John Sampson, George 
Shaper, Lou Sharp (2), Al Simon, Paul 
Spjut, AI Strean, F. L. Timmins, Lehman 
Tweeten. 
KANSAS: D. R. Brewer, Harley Davidson 
Don Moses, Kenny Pine, Harry Porter, 
Jim Roundtree, Ned Smith, Rex Tucker, 
Bob White. 
MISSOURI: Roy Broyles, Karl Hummel, 
Stan Johnston, Gil Le!holz, Dick McDaniel, 
Hugh Mcvey, Wlllard Shaffer, Nick Shelby, 
Don Thorne, Charles Vaughn. 
NEBRASKA: Boyd Critz, Charles Eden, 
Bob stryker. WYOMING: Howard Baker. 

GUANTANAMO BOUND 
Kansas City's MERRY MUGS will make 

an October trip to the United states Naval 
ease at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to do ten 
shows there. They will fly down on Octo
ber 11 and be gone about a week. 

Hugh lngraham, Director of Public Re
lations, will accompany the quartet 

Th.e MUGS have made quite a swing 
through the district with their BUM act 
and have done a number of shows in other 
districts. In addition to this they' ve been 
in demand for local appearances and have 
sung on many of the special performances 
of the HEART OF AMERICA Chapter. 
They're a fine choice to cheer up a fine 
group of American Servicemen. Members 
of the quartet are Dennis Taylor, Frank 
Leone, Dan Bowser, and Bob Gall. 

Thank You, Mrs. B 
Last Thursday night after chorus re

hearsal, Bob, Joe, Dave, and I had some
thing going. It wasn' t the greatest but a 
few of them rang and the "last one" was 
sung, many, many, many times. It was 
pushing two a.m. when I turned the key 
to the castle. 

Right then it dawned: We barbershoppers 
take a lot for granted and too seldom do 
we take the time to explain., as best we 
can, the mania that Infringes on our time 
as heads of households. Plurnblng con
tlnues to leak, grass goes uncut, recitals 
are missed, and hinges go on squeaking. 
Many of us give to barbershopplng a prior
ity that may well tax the patience of our 
wives and children, and because It Is such 
a logical activity to us we often forget 
that an occasional expression of gratitude 
Is in order. 

So we of the SERENADE say thank you to 
all Barbershop widows and orphans, and if 
your husband or father seems a bit too 
carried away by this business of barber
shopping please give him a break by rea'Cl
lng our modest explanation: 

We think there are three descriptions of 
barbershopping that contribute most to Its 
bugging us. First, barbershopplng Is crea
tive. Music, written music In most cases, 
is our vehicle but the tools are entirely 
our own. The only things any oI us need 
to barbershop are three other guys and a 
pltchplpe. If need be we can get along 
without the pipe. And the highest of our 
accornplisnments are reaHzect solely 
through our voices and our ears and the 
physiologlcal supplements to them. This 
is barbershopping. 

Second, barbershopping Is teamwork. We 
require adaptations of our talents to achieve 
our ends; there is no room In the Society 
for the man whose sole interest In music 
Is the exhibition of the beauty or his 
voice. We need his voice and we need Its 
beauty but in the relaHve sense that It 
contributes to the team of a quartet or a 
chorus. And there can be no greater 
team than ours because one man who is 
without a team spirit can easily lower the 
effect of a good chorus or ruin a quartet. 
The creation of good barbershop music re
quires the honest effort of everone and 
there Is no team spirit like ours. This 
ls barbershopping. 

Third, barbershopping ls educatlonaJ. 
Though we are constantly looking for men 
with reasonably good voices who enjoy 
singing as a member of a group, we 
usually have no requirements beyond thls. 
They needn't have any musical education. 
They needn't be able to sight read music. 
And once they are a member they needn't 
proceed beyond the matter of learning thelr 
part on certain songs and learning It 
well. But because we have creativity and 
teamwork many of our members develop 
a thlrst for knowledge of the subject. They 
set about learning key signatures, scales, 

perhaps even chords. They' ll learn Inter
vals so they can woodshed. A few will 
try their hand at arranging. Some will 
even pore into all the Information they 
can get on certain phases of barbershop 
presentation, going into our judging 
program. A certain amount of education 
is required of a barbershopper as his 
membership continues. Most men want 
more. This Is barbershopplng. 

Perhaps we•ve done something to explain 
our arcane zeal. Now we'd like to men
tion two more points that may contribute 
to what seems a lack of appreciation for 
your Indulgence. 

Barbershopping is clean, wholesome, and 
invigorating. Because It Is all of these 
we give more o! ourselves to IL In the 
activity itself, on any level of our organ
ization, honest effort is tantamount to 
pride, and we rarely do anything that shames 
us, so long as we conduct ours,elves by 
our Code of Ethics. We•re a stag group 
and your only competition Is such lovely 
ladles as "Mandy Lee " " Charmaine " 
et al. Because we're e'ngaged In whol~
some pursuit we probably take too much 
for gran~ed your blessings. 

And barbershopping is inexpensive. At
tempts to make any segment or the Society 
exclusive in this respect have been ex
tremely rare and we know o! none is 
existence at the moment. Our cost per 
hour of enjoyment is far less than many 
groups get per hour of boredom. We 
don't discount the fact that all social 
memberships are family budget Items, 
but because money spent on barbershopping 
ts almost never ill-spent we may not show 
our appreciation of Its availablity to us. 

So we repeat, Thank You, Mrs. Barber
shopper. And if the old man In your 
life is getting more involved In our pro
grams and doesn't appreciate your accept
ing the situation, please bear with him. 
It's an honest- to- goodness fact that we 
need mM. This, too, Is barbershopoini:>:. 

Remember the guy who couldn't be your 
guest at a chapter meeting and chorus re
hearsal because he had to go to choir 
practice? Or because that was his bowl 
ing night? Or because he had to babysit 
while his wife went to sewing classes ? 

Well, sir, now•s the time to give him a 
ring. There's a good chance that these 
activities are ended tor the summer and 
that he's temporarily available. And how 
many good men do we have on our rolls 
who were just temporarily available? 
Hundreds, at least. Summer Is what we 
make of it and much of our temporal com
petition chooses to take group sabbaticals 
for a month or two. Let•s make the most 
o~ it. 

If you would like to see a picture of your 
group in our district bulletin, just send 
the same to Pierce Brane, 401 East 4lst 
street, Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Copy, 
however, should continue to be sent to 
Mike Michel, 9001 Belleview, Kansas Clty, 
Missouri. 
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HEP TO CSA IN 1966 
Central States wlll have three Harmony 

Education Programs in 1966, the times and 
sites to be announced later. 

Although Bob Johnson will not make a 
swing through the district as he has for 
the past two years, he and Dave Stevens 
will present a Chorus Directors• School. 

Val Hicks, Mr. Barbershop of the Salt 
Lake area, will be conducting a school for 
arrangers. And three qualt!ied men will 
hold a clinic for quartet coaches. 

This will bring HE P close enough for 
all of us to take advantage of its oppor
tunities and we•re expecting big enrollments 
at all three schools. We should be able to 
give you full inioi:m:ition on time and. place 
soon. Have your calendar ready. 

ABBOTT IS BOTY 
Nile Abbott (What part ts he singing 

with the BEACONAIRES now?) was named 
Barbershopper or the Year at HEART OF 
AMERICA. Nile's a past chapter president 
and did a stint as CSA Treasurer. 

7000 HEAR MOUNTAII\ 
BARBERSHOPPERS 

In late June choruses and quartets from 
BOULDER, CHEYENNE, LARAWE, MILE 
HI, and PIKFS PEAK entertained members 
of the Wally Byam Caravan Club at the 
Wyoming University Fieldhouse in Laramie. 

The crowd was estimated at seven to 
eight thousand and, brother, it's mighty 
rarely that barbershop Is presented to an 
unwashed group that large. Hats off to 
our Mountain chapters , and to one of CSA's 
finest hours or 1965. 
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OUR HERO 
Each month we plan to pass along to you 

the name or an unsung barbershop worker 
who may not be too well-known outside his 
chapter and area. 

This month we give you Hiram Andre 
Boersma, 923 Pratt Street, Longmont, Colo
rado. Each month Hi gets out one or two 
bulletins witi. the finest clean humor we 
see in barbershop publications. We look 
forward with anticipation to the next issue 
of FOUR-TOLD NEWS. 

NEBRASKANS IN POPS CONCERT 
August 4 the AK-SAR-BEN and CORN

HUSKER Choruses sang at a Pops Concert 
whir,Ji featured the Omaha Symphony Or
chestra. 

On August 21 the two chapters will do 
a PoP's concert for the Moms or their 
children during a four-hour Missouri River 
cruise. 
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HAWKS ARE HOSTS 
The HARMONY HAWKS had a get-ac

quainted session for the members of the 
new chapter at MARSHALLTOWN. 

The joint meeting was held at the Em
bassy Club in Cedar Rapids. Also on hand 
were members of the IOWA CITY Chapter. 

VOLK FOLK MOVE 
Please change your rosters to show 

Ken Yolk's address as 3678 Dover Place, 
St. Louis, Missouri, 63116. Ken's Pr esi
dent of ST. LOUIS #1 and chapter bulletin 
editor. 

His chapter held its annual picnic July 
25, did its annual "Light Hearted Music 
In the Park" show August 3,. and journeys 
to Glasgow Village for a show August 28. 

Their FANFARE also tells us that ST. 
CHARLES floated and sang in a July 4 pa

rade and that KIRKWOOD sang for the Free
dom Fiesta the following day. 

Sioux Emperlans entertain over 600 Klwanians and Kiweens at Governor's Banquet 
during 48th Annual Minnesota-Dakotas Kiwanis District Convention in Sioux Falls in 
August. They sang at the Hutchinson County Fair in Tripp, S.D., the night of August 14 
and at the Sioux Empire Fair In Sioux Falls the afternoon of the 15th, then for the 
Kiwanians the evening of the 16th. Busy Bunch! 


