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Sing for Salvation Army Kettle Day Funds-· 
Kan.'338 City Chapter put in s ix hours of bell-l"inging entertainment, with Quartets Londonaires, Hy-Power~ Mid
Americans and pick-up quartets furnishing vocal assistance. Percy Franks and Joe Stern were at the piano. Don 
Stephens directed music and bell ringing. 

Few Ethics 
Slips Noted 
In ·Half-Year 

Comparatively few . instances 
tvhere quartets or masters of 
ceremonies have used stories, 
songs or stage business which 
inight be considered objection· 
able have been brought to the 
a ttention of the ethics commit· 
tee during the past six months, 

·~obert L Irvine, committee 
ehairman, has written disbict 
presidents. 

Apparently each district Is 
ldoing a good job of seeing that 
the society's standards in this 
respect are being upheld, Irvine 

r said. 
. Recently, however, a case was 
brought to the committee's at· 

·ten tion where a chapter felt 
lhat the stage conduct of a 
guest quartet from outside the 
d istrict was not what it should 
h ave been. If any instances of 
this nature come to your atten· 
t.ion, please feel free to refer 
them to the committee and they 
Will see that proper attention is 
glven to them. 

What one individual may 
think is perfectly harmless may 
otltend others, and some of our 
fa vorite entertainers are going 
to make "mistakes" from time 
t< time. When they do, it is t he 
committee's experience that 

Next Serenade 
Due in April 

Thi.I will be the last Sere· 
nade publish ed on a month· 
ly basis. The paper will now 
revert to a ·quarterly pub· 
llcatlon with the next issue 
scheduled in April. 

It was an interes ting trial 
for the Central States Assoc
iation to have a monthly 
newspaper a nd many m em 
bers expressed their keen ap· 
predation. However, interest 
and advertising haTe not 
been sufficient to warrant 
continued publication on a 
monthly bas is at this time. 

they are grateful for being told 
about it. I 

Members of the ethics com
mittee besides Irvine are Glen A. 
Reid and Edward J. Stetsoll. 

Tri-Valley Has 
Two New Quartets 

The New Tones and the Har· 
mony Four are' new quartets at 
Tri-Valley, s. D. 

The Tri -Valley chorus has a 
complete 45-minute program of 
religious and patriotic numbers 
that they use to sing In 
churches. They have had consid· 
erable activity in Viborg and 
s urrounding territory singing 
these r eligious P.rograms. 

Nine Communities Await 
Organization in C~S.A. 

There are m ore than 150 com- ._. ___ _________ _ 
munities, including nine in the 
Central States Association, in 
which men are interested in 
learning more about SPEBSQSA 
and who have the desire to be 
come members of our society. 

The most recently-chartered 
chapter in the CSA was a t 
Breckenridge, Mo. The Ka nsas 
City, Mo., chapter worked Jong 
and hard to accomplish the or
ganization and it was finally 
completed this month. 

Communities in the CSA 
where m en a re interested in 
formi~g a Barbe rshop are 
Grand Junction, Colo., con
tact Joseph N. Spano, 310 
South Seventh s treet; Le· 
Mars. Iowa, T. M. Whicher, 
412 Security Bldg., Sioux 
City; Alte.nburg, Mo., Vernon 
R. Meyr: Poplar Bluff, Mo., 
A. J. Gillis, PO Box 399: St. 
Joseph , Mo .• Charles C. Kel· 
der, 2210 Messanie s treet.: 
Burwell. Neb., L. J . Harrison; 
McCook, Neb., Joe Lepo. 
publisher. Red Willow Re
porter; Ord, Neb., Herbert 
Smets; and Aberdeen, S. D •• 
W. C. Tracy, 207 North Lin· 
coin. 
It has become increasingly 

evident t hat the area counselor 
is the one officer in our society 

upon whose shoulders rests the 
responsibility tor maintaining 
strong, active chapters and help
ing to organize new ones. 

A newly issued booklet, "How 
To Organize a Chapter of SPE
BSQSA in Your Town," and a 
copy of "~t's Harmonize," 
which give.s a concise picture of 
activities, history and objectives 
of the society, have been sent to 
all area counselors fo:: a id t o 
them and their chapters in or
ganizing SPEBSQSA groups in 
other communities. 

Membership Party 
At Fort Madison 

The Fort Madison, Iowa, 
Chapter conducted a member 
ship drive which ended with a 
dinner party given by the los· 
in•g team and their wives for 
the winning team and their 
~ives. They were visited by 
four memihe.rs of the Burlington 
Chapter. 

Other activities were a pro
gram given for the Pulaski, 
Iowa, Lions Club, and a pro
gram by the chorus for the an· 
nual Employer · Employe Ban · 
quet, sponsored by the Fort 
Madison Chamber ot Commeree. 
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The Skymasters of Omaha. 
Neb .• district champions of the 
Central States Association, have 
disbanded, It was announced in 
mid-January by J im Baird, a 
member or the championship 
quartet. 

It had bf'en rumored for some 
time that Harold (Pappy) Ster
llng, the only Air Force singer 
left in the quartet, would be 
transferred. That rumor came 
true Jan. 12 when Pappy re· 
ceived his orders to report to a 
base in North Africa. He left 
Omaha for his new assignment 
about a week later. 

Bob Schneider. tenor for the 
champs; Joe Zwirn, baritone; 
and J im Baird, lead, have de
cided not to continue the quar· 
tet at least at this time. 

Bob is gelling married i n 
April and Joe is awaiting an 
addition lo his family, so he 
wants to devote more t ime to 
his famil y. 

Seeking New Group. 
Thal leaves Jim. He still 

wants to sing and compete an d 
is trying to get a new group 
t ogether lo compete in the con
test at Wichita. In any event, 
Baird sa id he would be on hand 
a~ the contest to present t he 
district trophy to the 1955 
champions. 

The Skymas ters had been 
organized as a quartet since 
Aug. 13, 1952. when four air· 
m en at Offutt Air Fore. 
Base in Omaha started s ing
ing together. 
The first civilian to join the 

Skymasters was Jim Ba ird, who 
sings lead. He joined the quartet 
in January, 1953. Then, ht 
August, 1953, two boys trom 
Seattle, Wash., joined the group. 
They were Joo Zwlrn, tenor, and 
Paul Brown, baritone. On Feb. 
11 the last change in personnel 
took place when Paul returned 
to Seattle and Bob Schneidel' 
joined the group as tenor, and 
Joe dropped to the baritone spot. 

But tluo u q h all the 
chcmCJ98. bass spot remaiD
ed firm in the persoa oi 
Harold (Pappy) Sterling. 
In October, 1954, the Sky. 

m asters and radio station KOU. 
of Omaha joined in an agr~ 
ment and the group became 
known as the KOIL Skymasters.. 

Highlights 
The top highlight of the 

group's existence of more than 
two years came when they wol\ 
the m uch coveted Central States 
Association district champion· 
ship trophy Oct. 2, 1954, at the 
district contest in Kearney, Neb. 

Other highlights in their 
career included the honor of 
being finalists in the regional 
contest at Omaha l ast May and 
participation in the Interna• 
tional contest at Washington, 
D. C. They also appeared on 
Arthur Godfrey's television pro
gram. 

Ottawa Sings for 
500 Odd Fellows 

On Dec. 13, the Ottawa chorus 
and one quartet sang for a 
crowd ·of some :500 Ou<l Fellow::s 
from Kansas, and received a 
fine ovation and many nice 
comments. A new quartet has 
been organized and at present 
will be called No Name Four. 
Contact man Is Dr. W. H. Le&o 
nard, 315 Elm Street, ott.awa. 
Kans. 
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THE SERENADI: 
Publiaht'd mt>nthl> oy th<! 1 ·imuat Stille:, .'\.ssocrntion ot Cba pte re, , ..._ e t 
t he SJ'~BSQSA at 6th a nd <;rand, :;p~ncer, Iowa. 

En tered os srcourt <'lass matte r In t h " 1>ost o tr lce at Spencer, l owa. ,u111e1 
tlct ot March a, 18!17. 

SUBSCRIPTION BATES 
$2.00 per ydr - :o cenls P<'r copy. 

, In cluded In > N>rly duf'a ot t:nnpter member s ) 

ADVEBTIS!NC BATES 
One hair r>nl;"f' - SS0.00: 01i. I >urth •"•i;t'-S:<u.uu. one eighth pagf', l i7 •~ 
Q uart<'l and 01her lla11ng11 SI ~.to on,. full y.,ar. 

DISTRICT OFFICERS 
G€:orge H . Wlllla11111, Pre111iJ,•11t and EUtLOr u •• - 1520 Grand , S~ncer, Jowa.. 
Harry R1>arrow l 'ntll l'n••ld1 nt ......... ·-·····--·····---··- 1~02 North ['roapeet, 
and A111bassartnr-a1-t.ar.-e .. ---···-······-·--....... .... L"olorarlo l'pringa, • ·010 
Ra> Koenig, \"l•"·l'reslrt .. nt ·····--·--···-·· 1110 E. 4'ith, .Kansas Cl t yl :-010. 
I van :;edrel. VIC"·Pre:iident - - ··-··· 4315 Ingersoll, Des Moine11. O\\ a 
Dwight ~late r, ' l' r.•naurcr .................. 4GGO Wllllams Street, Oma ha., NPbr. 
Heru Wall. Secrnary ............................... P. 0. Uux 14 16, :Spnng!icld, MO 

AREA COUNSELORS 
Arelt I-FA. Zabriskie ... _. ·-·-·· .. ·•· .. ,,_ 203! ..-.lblon Street. Denver, Colo. 
Area ~-:\lerle ~; llou11u ..•. 209 b:. Jackson, Colorado Springs, 'uJo. 
Are« 3-Wnrd llu11ted. ................ - ...................... Box 978, Laramie, W yomrni;. 
A ren 4- Harry f3pnr row _ ............ 1902 N . Prospect. Colorado ::lprings, t;o.o. I 
Area 6-<;ll Cal'vcr ............................................ 31J5 A ven u e JJ, Kearne y, Ne b. 
Art>a G Harold F . Ht~rlln~ .... - ........................ i609 Jackson, Bellevue, 1'.,h, 
Art a 7- Albert. Frn nc ke --···--···--·-·--- .R..F.D., Walton. Nebr. 
Ar••li 8-Tommy <:raham ........... __ .... ··-·-··-··-· .. - -·-.. ------ Kiowa, Kilns. 
A rPll 9- J:mmell J{luell -········ ............. -···-·-·---······- ---- Portis, ,!\.ans. 
Area tO-Lester Modrell ............................. - .... ................. _. __ ... ,,. 1.:ons'<Ka n.,. 
Ar<'a ll- Marlln 11. cox .................................. 1738 S. C ree n, Wlcch1 ta., ~, nns~s 
Area 1:!-::lam ('ol11'n ................ c-o Chiclten .House, Juncll<>n . ity, .u a~s;, 
Area "1-llr l 'o11rnd .Uarncs ............. _ ............... - ........................ sen~ea., An 
Arr a 14-cn~l B lackwell -·····-.. -··· .. 308 N. t:atalpa, P ittsb:irlf. Kans. 
Area J5-.Ed " In W . Dirr • ·····--· ~·· 8619 Holrn~s Hd., Kan~aa Cl tY, ~~· 
Arl'n 18-Charlee 11. H ii;glns ....... ·-········-·- 6915 t;d lson ~t.. :;;t. ~~::· Mo. 
Arca 19 - Robert I". B rookM .... - ............... - 408 Vesser ::;t., t:olu i · 
Area 20- Edmond T. Kimball --·-··· 6?3 Avenue o .. l"ort M adl~on, o"'.a. 

~ 1 R. \ V c· o Box 816 Cedar .Rapids, t ov. a. Areu • - . onn r ......... --·--·-· ......... s' F D d Jow&. 
Area Z!?- H erb L nick -····-···---.. - 16~ N. 11th t_ on o g e, w · 
Area U-Don l>llvlrt.,on ·-···--- .. 44:!4 Carpe nter, De11 Moines, l o a. 

1611 Grand Spencer, Iowa.. 
Ar,·a H -1. J. l>vNg~ten -··--·-··-···-·----- g f ord i;. u 
.Art>a ~~ Al H i>ndt r~on -.. • . .............. ----· .. ····-·--·· eres • · 

Champiomhip Quartet Broken UP-
Disb•nding dfH more th•n two years of singing Bubershop •re the Skymuten of O,,,.h•, Ce ntral 
StatH A ssociat ion d istrict cn•mpions. The quutet was broken up the middle of this month aftH 
Harold (P•ppy) Sterling was tr•nsf e rred by the A ir Force to • bsse in North Africa. Members of 
the d isb•nded championship crew are (left to r ight) J im Bai rd, J oe Zwirn, Bob Schneider and H•rold 
Sterling . 

Clayton, Mo., chapter accepted 
an invitation !rom St. Louis to 
join with them and the Belle
ville chapter chorus in an ap· 
pearance on a telethon telecas t 
!or the benefit o! the Cerebral 
Palsy Fund d rive in St. Louis 

..-.---------------From.the----------------, 

I President's Typewriter I Clayton Chapter 
. On TV T elethon 

·-------- By Geo. R. Williams -------J I Denver Donates 
$214 to YMCA 

Through the combined e!!orts 
of the Jayee<!s, the SPEi3SQSA 
Chapter in Denver was able to 
give th.e YMCA $214 as proceeds 
from their annual Harvest ol 
Harmony. 'I11ey also gave Ch rl.St· 
mas concerts at Rest and Nurs· 
ing homes. 

New Quartet for. 
Russell County 

It is wilh genuine rl'.'Br~t th:il 
w e bid farewell to the stellar 
b ass ot the CSA Di.strict Champ· 
ion quartet, "Pappy" Slerling . 
Pappy has been in and around 
the CentraJ States for several 
years 'nO'\v and has always been 
connected w ith Darbershopping 
a nd contributed a great deal to 
t he forward movement o! Bar· 
bershopping In the midwcsc. A 
letter from Jim Baird, lead or 
the Sk ymasters quartet, appears 
e lsewhere in The Serenade a nd 
w ill more fully explain what 
will happen to Ule Skymasters 
Quartet. • 

It's n ot too early for quartets 
to be thinking about the Re
gional Contest to be . held a t 
Davenport this year. The date 
is May 7. Most Central States 
Barbershop.pers know that the 
Chorus Contest will be held a t 
that time also. We don't have 
the details for you as yet but 
Ivan Sedrel, Vice- President of 
the CSA, is the CSA man work
ing out the contest a.t Daven
port. 

While this is being written, 
the Mid-Winter m eeting is in 
!ull swing at Louisville. Your 
District Prexy did not a ttend 
but n amed District Secretary 
Wall as the representative for 
the CSA. Herb Wall will report 
t o the Serenade as soon a s h e 
rd urns. 

Actually, WP a.re going to ex· 
pect the Chapter Presidents, 
Area Counselors and others re· 
sponsible for our :nembership to 
see that the per capita tax ls 
collec~d and sent in . The In· 
t ernation-.J Prexy criticized th.e 
CSA very severely at the meet· 
ing in Detroit, and said we had 
pet projects a nd that the Dis· 
trict was just coa'>t.ing. Natu r· 
ally, I have my own opinion of. 
such remarks. 

Lincoln Chapter 
In Carol Program 

The Cornhusker Chorus of Lin
coln. Neb.. sang Christmas 
carols on the main Intersection 
in downtown Lincoln Dec. 18. 
One member collected conlrlbu· 
tions which wC're turned over to 
the Salvation Army. 11hey also 
sang a t the Veterans' hospital 
and a t the Lincoln Air Base. 

The Salt Flat Four have been 
reorgan ized. Contact man is 
Robert James, 2738 Sewell, U n · 
coln, Neb. 

Storm Lake Records 
Half-Hour Progr a m 

On Dec. p, t.he Storm l~akc 
chorus and two quartets re<'Ord· 
ed a halI·hour program whirh 
was broodcasl the followini; 
Sunday. On l)(>c. 19 the chorus 
and quartets w<•nl to the Chero
kee State mental hospital and 
p ut VD aJl hOW' J)r~ 

Magoz:ine Tells 
Octogenarian 

.. Quartet Story 
Included in an article, appear

ing in t he m agazine Elude, 
about the musical heritage of 
Eugene, Ore .. is mention and a 
picture oC the Octogenarian 
quartet whose members are all 
over 80 years old. 

The reference to the quartet 
In the magaz.lne follows: 

"The Octogenarian Quartet is 
a unique group in tbs a rea, it 
not in the ent ire country. The 
m embers expand that territory; 
call themselves the 'World's 
Oldest Male Quartet,' and joke 
tha t if their ages w ere laid end 
to end they'd extend back be· 
fore t he Pilgrim fathers . . . to 
1611, in fact , !or their ages total 
343 years. 

"The group, now a member of 
SPEBSQSA, was organized in 
1949 by basso Fra nk I. Terpln, 
who then was a m ere 81. Other 
members are: F. L. Cook, 88 
baritone ; George N. McLean, 85. 
tenor; and John H. Starr, tenor. 
the 'youngster' at only 83. 

"Of the original quartet there 
have been only two replace
men ts in five y ears ; one b y 
death. the other by resignation. 
Several men are on the wailing 
list ... waiting until they're SO 
... and for an opening. The ac
compa nis t is M rs. S. E . Stevens 
a ge discreetly unspecified." 

Oelwein Plans First 
Parade of Quartets 

The first aJMlual Parade for 
Oelwein, Iowa, will be held on 
April 15. On Nov. 13, 16 mem· 
bers and wives hired a bus and 
attended the Cedar R<aipids Pa
rade. On Dec. 8 tihe chorus sang 
at the Chamber of Commerce 
Bnnquct. 

A quartet and the chorus did 
some Christmas caroling a.t the 
Coun ty Farm on Dec. 17, and 
on Dec. 23 at other points 
arou nd Oelwein. 

Columbia Donates 
$200 for Baseball 

Columbia, S. D., is a compar· 
ative newly-organized chapter, 
but they already have given a 
S200 donation for the Junior 
American Legion baseball pro· 
gram. The Four Old Crows are 
helping to s timulate quartet in· 
tercs l and offer a ny help need· 
ed. A Christmas-New Years party 
for all members and 'I.Vives and 
interested gi1ests was held Dec. 
30, and an attendance o! 70 peo· 
,Ple ha d an enjoya ble evening. 

and vicinity. 
The chapter h as special wood· 

shed sessions Immediately aft
er regular chorus rehearsals. 
One of the older members is 
picked to form a quartet of new
er members and guests and a 
period of 30 minutes is given 
!or this introducion. • 

Springfield Chorus 
On Polio TV Show 

On 1an. 3, the Springfield 
chorus started meeting each 
Monday night in preparation !or 
the TV show for 'the 'March of 
Dimes" and !or rehearsal o! the 
forthcoming Parade. There are 
two new quartets in the process 
of formation. 

Earl House says, "We have the 
healthiest group of quartets we 
have ever h ad. The J . C.'s Four 
Pops, the Spring Singers, c~.:. All 
are very popula r h ere." 

Shriners Donate 
Bus for Caroling 

The Shrlners of. DenveT, Colo., 
donated a bus for the w;.c of the 
Denver Barbe.rshoppers w hen 
they sang their Chris tmns 
Carols . Other recent activities 
consisted o! the chorus singing 
at the Ga tes Club employcs 
party and several visits t l'I 
Aurora Chapter meetings and 
Parade. 

A new quartet, the SPI Tune9, 
ha!' h-n Ol'ganized at Russell, 
Kansas. At each chorus rehear· 
sal, the Cha.pter for.ns new 
quartets and gives each m em· 
ber a chance to sing i.n th e.,e 
quartets, in addition to learn· 
ing the mus1c as sung by the 
chorus. The Russell Cour tY 
Parade ls planned tor Feb. 27, 
and the Atomic Bums and B l.{ 
Four Quartets a.re the featu red 
headliners. 

Spencer Chapter 
Has Annual Party 

The Speneer .Chorus went 
Christmas Oaz-oUng on Dec. 20.. 
and ended the evening with a 
Christmas Party for the m em
bers and wives. They gave a. 
two-hour show a t Algona, Iowa, 
for the Lions Club. $100 was 
sent to the International Head· 
quarters to be added to the 
Building Fund. 

WELCOME 
TO 

Burlington, Iowa Chapter's . 
Sixth Annual 

Parade of Quartets 
I 

featuring 

THE KERNALS 
THE FOUR TISSIMOS 

THE KORD KINGS 
THE KORD KUTTERS1 • 

Plus 
Two Local Quartets and Burlingfoo's ~ J.Qi~e ~ J 

Directed by E. Wiedman · 

SUND A~' FEB. 13 
AT MUNICIPAL AUDITORIUM 

2:00 P.M. 

Advance Tickels-$1.00. Tickets at the Door-;1.25 (No res erveCI Jeafil\I 
Don Williams, Chapter President, For Ticketa 

!. 



Balance a.nd Blend Filr1 
Now Available t.o Chapters 

A Sound Slide!ilm prcsenta- + 
tion ot the Ba.lan<-e and Blend EI k 
category ot judgmg, produced I S 
b y Marty Mendro, chairman o! Lodge 

Million 
Membersh·ip I 

the International Contest a nd H 
Judging committee. is now as 
,aV'aila ble to chap le rs. . 

T he price is $25 which includ 
es a comprehensive teaching 
guide. The materials will be 
shipped by pa.reel post. wirh 
postage charges prPpaid. Inter
national headquarters has a 
supl)ly ot the films and records 
Jn stock for im mediate ship
m ent. Just ask for "B&B Fi1m
Gtrlp." 

OYenrhelming Approval 
The fiL-n presentation met 

with overwhelming approval 
w hen it was demonstrated at 
the Washington convention. Al· 
though the on-the-spot reac
tion of the audience at the ses 
sion seemed in Itself conclusivl! 
enough, the C&J committee con
firmed this reaction by sending 
a questionaire to all judges a:icl 
judge candidates who attended 
the judging school at Washing· 
ton. It is generally agreed, In 
ternational Secretary Robert G. 
Ha!C'r said that seeing and 
h earing thi°s presentation is a 
cnust for all barbcrshoppers. 

The International cxecutiv•' 
eommittee feels that this audio
visual training program can be 
conducted moot effectively a t 
the chapter level. Some of the 
foremost values of this type of 
prc<;t>ntation axe: 

1-Training <:4. judges a nd 
jurlge candidates. 

2-Improvement of quartets 
nntl choruses. 

3--Improve:nent of the under
sla nding of the society's judg· 
in~ system by the individual 
member. 
, 4-Increase o( the stnging and 
hst('ning enjoyment ot the indi
vidual member. 

:>-Ideal public relations and 
prMtlge builder. <Many of the 
m e n whose com~nts ·have 
been solicited on this material 
h a,·e Indicated it will make an 
ex<'ellent tool to ~ll our society 
to musk: educalors and the gen
era l public. 

15-Mlnute Film 
The film presentation re

qu ires 15 minutes. The use of 
t h1• 'Teaching Guide, whicth ac· 
companies the record and tilm· 
sti Ip, is endless. Th.e set of 
m aterials consists of a 35mm 
fil mstrip in color, which show:; 
various illustrations and charts, 
w ith pictures of the Mid-States 
Four demonstrailng balance and 
bll'nd; the Teaching Guide; and 
a 33' i r.p.m. recording o! the 
narr:ition by K en N ordine, ~

nowned Chicago radio and TV 
announcer; and s inging demon
s1ra1ions by the Mid-States 
Four. 

St:.ndard 35mm tilmstrlp pro
jec,ors and standard 3-speed 
rc.-cord play~rs. or 331A rpm 
tra nl'<'rlption players can be 
'borrowed or rented locally a t 
nominal cost. 

Cloud County Elects 
N e w Officers 

Raymond J . Ca mpbell of 
Ames, Kans., ha~ been elected 
president of the Cloud County 
Cha pter a t Concordia, Kans. 

Other officers elected for 1955 
are Rev. William M. Pfautz of 
Concordia, vice-president; W . 
E arl Wright of Concordia, treas
w er, and Ernest Lagasse ot. 
Ames, secretary. 

The Cloud County Chapter had 
a paid-up membership of 29 as 
o< Dec. 31, according to C. Carl 
Cunningham, who served as eee
tetary during the year. 

Pikes Peak Chapter 
N'iaits Rest Homes 

Seven rest homes were visited 
b y the Pikes Pea.k (Colo,) chap
ter during a Christmas caroling 
tour. The chapter's ohorus and 
quartets participated in tbe pro
ject. 

Before starting out. the Four 
Pops put on about a 20-minute 
program at one Of the Colorado 
Springs hospitals. It was given 
u nder the auspices ot. the Busi
ness & Profess.ionai Women's 
cluA. 

Thespians o[ the 1860's were 
foun ders of the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks of the 
United States of America. 
It has been established beyond 

all doubt that credil !or the 
fo undation o! the order was due 
to Charles Algernon Sydney Viv
ian, the son of a n English cler
gyman. He was a ballad singer, 
g ifted with a wonderful voice. 
o( a cheerful, su nny nature, and 
one o! the most versatile m en 
in the profession. 

At a social gathering of actors 
and musicians in New York in 
1867. the suggestion was m adl
that a permanent organization 
be perfected, and this idea was 
carried out early in the wi nter. 
It was called the .Tol ly Corks. I 
\'ivian was elected its fi rst pre· 
siding officer. 'l'he order was 
modeled after the Buffaloes, an 
Enrlish organi7ation o( which 

1 
Vi\ ian was a m ember. 

Jn 1868 the or~anization's 
nam<' was changed lo the Ben
evolent and Protective Order of 
Elks. 

Million Mem bers 
The order grew slowly at first. 

In 1874 there were bul two lodg· 
es with a total membership of 
200. The order now has approxi· 
malcly 1,600 lodges with a mem
bership of more than a m ill ion. 

While Elks are famous for 
thei r good fellowship, their phil· 
anthropic a ctivi ties have made 
the name "El:ks" synonymous 
with charity. To date, the Order 
has spent over $113,000,000 for 
benevolent purposes, annual ex· 
penditures ris ing w ith the 
growth ot membership. Elk 
benevolences exceeded $7,000,· 
000 las t year. Not confined to 
one or two projects, Elks benev
olences are as varied as human 
n~ds, with heavy emphasis on 
hea lth, community service and 
youth programs. 

Youth Activities 
More than 2,000,000 young

s ters are served yearly by Elks 
youth programs in which the 
Order Invests more than 52,000,· 
000 and this work ls steadily ex
panding. 

More tha n 600 Boy Scout troops 
are sponsored entirely hy Elks 
lodges, in addi tion to hundreds 
of 4 -H clubs, Girl Scout and 
Camp Fire uni ts, Boys Clubs and 
similar groups. Elles Lodges 
support scores of glee clubs, 
choruses, bands, orchestras, jun· 
ior theatrical groups and several 
hundred baseball and basket· 
ball teams. 

E lks annually provide m ore 
than $100,000 !ot college scholar
s hips and spend m ore than 
$400,000 yearly t o provide enter
tainment, recreation and aid to 
the nation's hospitalized veter· 
ans and to operate service cen· 
ters for our armed forces. 

The Order of Elks is one of 
which every member may justly 
feel proud. Charity, justice, bro
therly love and f idelity are its 
cornerstones, and its love ex· 
tends to all hu manity. 

Harmony Four 
Quartet Disbands 

-rile Harmony Four ls no 
more," writes Luke Lukk'1son 
°' St. Louis. 

The quartet lost its tenor 
ttbout six months a.go throug,h 
a transfer to California, aqd a 
repl~ent has not f>eeu 
found. The r em aining three 
members have had to content 
themselves with attending t:hap
ter rehearsals, singing wood
shed and chorus work 

The Harmony Four had done 
a lot ot. singing around t he St. 
Louis area, appearing before 
clubs. religious organizations. 
Masonic grou ps and the St. 
Louis chapter's para~ of quar
tets 

Close Hanrwny-
T he Spring Singers of Colorado Springs, Colo., ge t together for som• minor chords ind uHello My 
Baby." Mernbers of the quartet are baritone Vic Ho lmes (top left ), an insurance min; Cpl . Bill 
Brooks (top right(, lead, Fort Carson; Bill Butler (bottom left), tenor, Colorado college, and Pfc. 
Monty Duerksen, t>.in, Fort Canon. {P<hoto courtesy Colorado Spring Free Press). 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Quartet Represents City, 
Army Base and a College 

(EDITOR'S !fOTE - The 
Spring Singers of Colorado 
Springs, Colo~ were the s ub· 
feet of a feature article iD 
the Sunday, Dec:: 26, issue of 
the Colorado Springs Free 
Preas. The ~r carried a 
n ice, three-column picture of 
the foursome on the front 
page crnd the story on one 
of the Inside pages. The ar· 
ticle, as it appeared in the 
Free press, ls reprinted be· 
low).. 

By BARNEY SEIBERT 
Take a F o rt Carson soldie r , 

blend w ith a Colorado College 
student, told in a local insur
ance man and add another sol· 
dier for garnish and you'll ha ve 
a recipe for the finest barber· 
shop harmonies heard around 
these parts. 

In less than three m onths 
''the SpringSlngerS.'' as the 
q uartet ii known, haYe be• 
come recognized in SPEBS· 
QSA circles as about the fin · 
est thing that's bcrppened to 
the s t r ing t ie and w aistcoat 
circuit since Gen tleman Jim 
Corbett knoclced out the Bos
ton Stron9 Boy. 
Just In case you can't recall 

w hat all the initials stand for , 
SPEBSQSA means Society for 
the Preservation a nd Encourage
ment of Barber Shop Quartet 
Sing ing in America, Inc. 

Five days after the qua rtet 
was organized, it competed in a 
district contest in Kearney, Neb., 
Oct. 2. The SpringSingerS placed 
11th among nearly 25 q uartets 
from three states. One barber 
shop fa n called this "phenom· 
enal." 

The Army brought Cpl. Bill 
Brooks, 6lst Tank Co~ who sings 
lead, and Pfc. Monty Duerksen, 
32nd Engr. Bn .. the q uartet bass. 
Brooks' home is In East Liver 
pool. Ohio, and Due.rksen lives 
in Newton. Kan. 

Colorado College's con tribu
tion Is jun ior student Bill Butler, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

Colorado Springs' representa· 
tlve is b aritone Vic Holmes, an 
insurance man. 

All a re members of the Pikes 
Peak chapter of the SPEBSQSA. 

Six moaths aqo none of 
the men had even met. 

Holmes. a CJTaduate of Colo
rado Spr ings high schooL 
was among the first m em · 
bers of the local chapter. 
Duerksen joined here last 

June after transferring from the 
Ne~ton chapter; Butler signed 
up in July a fter transferrin g 
from Cleveland, and Brooks ar
rived in September and trans
ferred his membership from 
East Liverpool. 

Because two. of their members 
are soldiers, the group can' t 
practice during the daytime. 
But Brooks will be discharged in 
February a nd Duerksen is slated 
to become a civilian in June. 
Both plan to enroll at Colorado 
College in order to k eep in the 
quartet t ogether. 

Unlike mos t q u a r t e t s 
w here one p erson prepares 
the musical arrangements, 
each has a hand in the 
SpringSln gerS. A 11 f o u r 
memben have u nu s u a 1 
vocal rang e and eoch can 
sing any of the four parts. 
"One o! us gets an idea and 

we k ick it around and if w e like 
it we use it." Holmes explains. 

Currently they have prepared 
20 arrangements a_nd they'll 
polish S()me more before the 
seven -state Central States Re
~Jonal contest next May at 
Davenport, Iowa. 

" If we place among the top 
five quartets, we'll be eligible 
tor the international contest in 
June at Miami, Fla.," Holmes 
said. ' 

It's Not True! 
It's not true! The Schmitt 

Brothers quartet is not broken 
up, the Hanmony News, publi
cation of the Land O'Lakes di.s
trict, reports bl its January is
sue. 

Several reports ha~ been ctr · 
culaled that the Schmitt Bros. 
have disbanded. This is not 
true. Joe Schrn ltt, tenor mem b<'r 
of the fou rsome, has been af· 
nicted with a throat ailment 
a nd has been advised by h!s 
doctor to retrain from singing 
for a m<>nth. 

The boys will be back in a c
tion j ust as soon as Joe's voice 
returns. 

4 Quartets 
For CSA at 
lnt'I Contest 

The Central Stales associalio' 
is entitled to qualify tour quar• 
tets for the lnlernntlonal Con• 
test at Miami .Beach based 0111 
membership as of Dec. 31. 195-1. 
International Secretary Robert 
G. Hafer has announced. 

As of Dec. 31 Ute CSA had ai 
total of 2,434 members--secon<l 
only. to Land O'Lakes which. 
had 2,684 na:ncs on the roster. 

T.he society's tot.al member· 
shi.p at the close of busines.9 
Dec. 31 was 23,086, With 48 
quartets competing In the Inter 
national Contest according to
our ofifcial contest rules. 577.lS 
members are required to quali· 
fy one quartet. Here is a list 
o! the 14 district associations or 
chapters showing Lheir me m· 
bership al the end of 1954, and 
bhe number ol qualify ing quar• 
tets for Miami .Beach : 

Central Stales, 2,431 members 
4 quartets; Dixie, 1,359 and 2; 
Evergreen, 905 and 2; Far West· 
ern, 1,445 a nd 2; Illinois. 2,lQS. 
and 4; Indiana- Ke ntucky, 1.201. 
and 2; Johnny Appl<"Seed, 2,140' 
and 4: Land O'Lakes. 2,684 and 
5; Michigan, 1.664 a nd 3: Mid· 
Atlantic, 2,368 and 4; Northeast 
em. 1,617 and 3: Ontario. 87!> 
and 1; Seneca Land, 1 ,165 and. 
2; South.western, 1,118 and 2. 

The quotas are the same thit 
year as in 1953 and '54 excepl 
that the Ontario district lost 
one quartet and the Lancl 
O'Lakes dislrict picked it u,p 
because ot a marked increase 
in membership wer the last 
year. L<md O'Lakes upped it1 
membership 250 during the past 
six months. Ontario lost ont. 
quartet in spite.~ the fact that 
its membershi.p also was in 
creased by 66 m~mbers. 

' 
Russell County Sets 
Parade for Feb. 27 

A- Parade of Quartets will ho 
s taged Sunday, Feb. 27. by tho 
Russe11 Coun ty {Kans.} chapter, 
LeMoyne R. Frederkk, president 
ot the chapter, has announced. 

Present plans call for th111 
Atomic Bums and the Big Fou1. 
former international Sweet Ade 
llnes champions. to headline 
lhi! program. 



Hussell County Chapter Minstrel Show Singers- . 
Thirty-six members of th e Russell County, Kans., chapter, all in black-face, lend their voices to a number in t he finale of their 1954 "Jubilee Min
strel Show" which was presented in the Russell high school auditorium Monday and Tuesday evenings, Nov. 8 and 9. The chorus js directed by 
R. L. Welch, Russell school choral director. 

Wall Tells a Sad Story 
Of Losi·nQ a Good Te.nor 

By HERB WALL 
Secretary. CSA 

Through the year probably 
tverything has happened to 
" uartets, but w hat happened t o 
• ur's shouldn't h appen to four 
iiogs. It was one ot t he first 
love quartets in w hich four guys 
f Ot together w ho loved close 
h a rmony, knew very little about 
barbershop, w ho got together 
\Vith a minimum of purpose, 
tour guys who fell in love with 
t ach other through a mutual 
pleasure and got married, so to 
•peak, in barbershop wedlock. 

The story is t rue but . . . 
Reference to namt:!s and places 
Is str ictly coincidental in order 
ro protect the innocent. 

It was obout sevea or eight 
s•ears ago when Dodd moved to 
towrr, having been bi~en by the 
barbershop bug in a former 
111ace of abode, and being desir· 
eus of participating in this ever 
beautiful and inspiring form of 
1t1ale activi ty called lfle to see 
If we couldn't get together w ith 
a couple o! other guys and try 
eut a song or two some night. 
Me, being bit by the bug but 
11ot know ing just w hat the bug 
tvas, suggested that he come out 
'by our church on Thursday 
h ight af ter choir practice and 
P aul and George, a long with t he 
two of us would go QUt and try 
J Uttle of t hat stu ff, that we 
11ow know of as wood!>hedin'. 

Fateful Kight 

The fateful night a;Tived and 
lhe fateful hour. We all got in 
the car and started out. Being 
a low down feller I was selected 
f-Or bass, Paul for barit'o ne, a nd 
George for lead and although 
Dodd was actually a lea d s ing· 
e-r he decided to t ry t he tenor. 
We struck out on one of those 
faithful old tunes a n rl when w e 
fm ished it, although it h a d 
some t hings to be desired, Jt 
sounded like heaven 1o us a nd 
there this beautiful friendship 
was formed. 

As the weeks and months 
went by it got to where we 
just couldl\' t g et together 
enough to sat isfy us and we 
worked out some uncharted 
arrangements on every s ong 
that we could think of and 
it got better and better. 
Dodd was the only one that 
had been expo500 to actual 
•ociety particlpatiois and 
one day be brought to our 
get tog ether that firs t old 
black front book of barber· 
shop arrangem ents. For the 
first time w e experienced an 
honest to John barbersh op 
chord. We thought. My Eva· 
line, was heavenly and 
Shine was j ust plain out of 
this world. 
To make a long stMy short 

llat b lessed quartet. which w?.s 
lo be known as the Fo11 r Kno1 cs· 

men, bought some more bar
bershop books a nd really got 
into earnest prac tice. We prac· 
ticed up to two a nd three times 
a week and sang anytime and 
anywhere for anybody j ust from 
the sheer joy of having found 
s ometh in g that w as So c-th C>real 
in its beauty and spiritual ap· 
peaL We tried to snare the stuff 
with everybody that would lis· 
ten, from the civic clubs and 
church groups on down to the 
boot black at the comer shine 
stand and the night express 
man at the Frisco Station. 

Possibilities 

We sang together almost four 
years, attended a district con· 
test and our f irst, never to be 
forgotten, internation::.l contest 
at Oklahoma City, joined the 
Tnlsa Chapter and ended up in 
the Middletown, Ohio Chapter. 
We knew at least 50 songs we 
could sing at the drop t,f t he h at 
for every occasion from slightly 
o1f- color cute ones to appropri· 
:::te songs for picnics, wakes and 
shot gun weddings. We even 
new a half·dozen or so th.at 
preachers liked to have us sing 
in their churches at money rais· 
ing dinners as well as regular 
~unday morning preachin' af· 
fairs. We acquired a fairly res· 
pectable treasury and I believe, 
being modest as I arn, that we 
h ad some honest-to-John cham· 
pionship possibilities. 

Then the blow strnck. The 
ratastrophe happe ned. Our 
tenor, who had developed the 
sweetest voice this sine of hea · 
"ven, got a deep down religious 
convlcti.on and vowed he would· 
n' t s ing anymore except for the 
Lord. Then it got to -.vhere our 
get togethers became strained 
a n d unreal a nd this beautiful 
fo ur part marriage got a big 
chunk knocked off it. It plain 
like to broke t hree ~uys hearts 
and we went arou nd for m onths 
in an unbel ieving daze. 

Tenors Hard to Find 

Oh yes, we tried this tenor an d 
that tepor trying to get going 
<1gain, but it was kinda like, I 
s ul)pose, getting u sed to another 
wife a fter you lost your first 
love a Tid now after four years or 
more there's a soft, sore spot in 
three guys hearts. Then to top 
It all George moved ro Virginia. 
Once in awhile Paul and I get· 
together with a couple other 
g uys and knock off a fow, but 
it will never be the same a gain. 

Honest-to.John I don't believe 
the Lord would have minded if 
we had sung just a few of those 
beauti ful barbershop songs. 
God surely must like them or he 
would not let us feel them like 
we do. 

However, it did three of us a 
good turn - 1t got us started in 
the fi nest s inging organization 
rh,.. wMld trns ornd ucerl to date . 

The Soft Touch 
' 

Bec:eotly the ~linquents 
of Mu!Yane, ·xans... w ere ap· 
peorin9 before an a udl· 
e nce aDd the crowd tossed 
:money on the stage. 

Eddie got hit on the bead 
with a half dollar. He re
co,.ered quickly, raised up 
CIDd asked the audience to 
throw only the "soft kind" 
whkh they did. 

Active Time 
On Tap for 
Springfield 

The next three m onths will be 
active ones for the Springfield, 
Mo., chapter, writes President 
Harold A. Casey. 

Jan. 24 the chorus sang at the 
local polio cottage located at 
one of Springfield's hospitals !or 
the patients there. Later in the 
week they appeared on a 30· 
minute television show to aid 
the March of Dimes. 

All of this is mare or less a 
warmup in terms of getting the 
chorus more closely knit togeth· 
er tor their show March 26, 
Casey said. 

About the first we&k in 
March the entire chapter 
will be assembled at the 
Red Cros s for a "blood let· 
ting." The chapter tried the 
icrea two years ago and it 
was very well rece ived on 
the local le,.el, a .s w ell a s 
being another rneans of get · 
tin g the entire group to
gether on a public m ission. 
This consists, primarily, of 
the entire membership meet
ing at the Red Cross and 
everybody donating a -pint 
of blood in between a qood 
woodshedding contest being 
conducted from C>De end to 
the other of the :Red Cross 
offices. ' 

It makes a good session and 
it is surprising the n umber of 
tenors tha t are deve1oped "after 
the pint of blood," Casey quip· 
ped. 

To date, the chapter s110ws 37 
memberships paid up for 1955 
with about six or eight others 
that are promised to come in be· 
fore the end of this month. 

Davenport Planning 
For Regional Show 

Davenport will be host to th e 
Regional Contest on May 7, and 
they are busy plan11ing for the 
event. A new quartet has been 
organized-the Hi Fi Four. Con· 
tact man is Howard Mesecher. 
2127 Gaines Street, Daven port. 
The chorus sang at the Salva · 
-~~n ~rmy Tree of Ligh1s which 
was televised 

CSA. Now Second ' 
In Membership 

The Central States Association - ----------
increased its ~mbership 126 
during the f inal six months of 
1954 to rank second only to the 
La nd O'Lakes distr ict a mong all 
associa t ions in tl')e SPEBSQSA. 

Emmetsburg 
Fort Dodge 
Fort Madison 
Harlan 
Hu mboldt 

24 
26 
Sl 

A report compiled by Interna· 
tional headquartqrs shO\Ved that 
the CSA had 2,434 members as 
of Dec. 31, 1954. This compared 
with 2,159 in 1953 and 2,308 on 
June 30, 1954. Land O'Lakes 
had 2,684 me~bers as of Dec. 31. 

Jones co. (Anamosa) 

Io number of chapters the 
CSA ranked first among all 
districts with 69. Johnny 
Appleseed and Land O'Lakes 
districts were s econd with 61. 
In connection wlth the CSA's 

increase in membership, Presi · 
dent George H. Williams re· 
ceived the following letter from 
Robert G. Hater~ International 
secretary: 

"Just a nole tp congratulate 
the Central StatFS District on 
fini$h ing the si1-month ~riod 
ending Dec. 31, 11954, with an 
increase of 126 members over 
the June 30, 1954 figure. 

"I know that .1bls increase 
was not an c(cc'ident, but 
rather the r es alt of good 
planning coupled with good 
old.fashioned hFd w ork on 
the part of you{ your fellow 
District officers, and your 
progressive chapter officers. 
"May 1955 brirlg new highs 

in barbershopping enjoyment 
and achievement. - Robert G. 
Hater." 

T-he increase in membership 
also 'makes it posgible for the 
Centra l States Association to 
q ualify four q uartets for the 
Interna tional C.On test a t Mia m i 
Beach this year. According· to 
contest rules, 577 15 members 
a re required t-0 q ualify one 
q·uartet. 

The m embership ln the CS.A 
by chapters Dec. :31 as compar · 
ed w it h June 30, 1954, follows: 

CENTRAL STATES DISTRICT 

6/ 30/ 54 Total 2308 Memibers-
63 Chapters. 

Paid to 12/ 31/54 Total 2431 
Members-69 Cha pters. 

Paid to 12/ 31/55 Total 359 
Members-69 Chapters. 

g 

New London 
Oelwein 
Sioux City 
Spencer 
Storm Lake 

KANSAS 
Abilene 
Arkansas Citv 
Cloud CountY 
El Dorado 
Ellis 
Iola 
Junction City 
Kiowa 
Newton 
Osborne County 
Oltawa 
Pittsburg 
Rice Co. (Lyons) 
Russell 
Salina 
Seneca 
Smith Center 
Topeka 
Ulysses 
Wichita 

MISSOURI 
Clayton 

Columbia 
Fulton 
Hermann 
Inde pen dence 
Joplin 
Kansas. City 
Me~lco 
Monett 
Neosho 
St. Louis No. 1 
Springfie ld 
Xe Olde Tymers 

(St. Louis ) 

NEBRASKA 
Allia nce 
Grand Islano 
Holdrege 
Kearney 
Lexington 
Lincoln 
North Platte 
Omaha 

SOUTH DAKOTA 
C.Olumbia 
Vibol'lg 

(Tri· Va11ey) 
Wessington 

Springs ,_. 
~ 

~ 
~ 
~ WYOMING 
CJ1 Che~nne. 

COLOBADO 
A'Urora 

23 Laramie 

26 
21 
67 
42 

803 
40 
23 
24 
28 
34 

25 
22 
47 
35 
48 
40 
20 
64 
29 
21 
60 
40 
25 

178 

489 
43 
30 
27 
21 
20 
33 
98 
25 

25 
55 
55 

57 

229 

20 
.25 
30 
20 
32 
20 
82 

S.( 

24 
25 
39 
35 
25 
28 
36 
26 
25 
71 
25 

727 
37 
21 
29 
27 
25 
29 
30 
21 
51 
27 
40 
31 
21 
64 
26 
23 
43 
42 
23 

127 

497 
61 
27 
22 
23 
24 
'27 

106 
21 
32 
21 
28 
53 

52 

256 
28 
2() 

22 
41 
21 
31 
21 
72 

99 
32 

• 
32 

~ 
29 
24 

1 
1' 
3 
9 

20 
14 

1 

125 
1 

4 
25 

'.H 

29 
69 
l3 

11 

37 

18 

Boulder 23 
Colorado Sprt ngs 34 
Denver 49 
Longmont 43 

182 
29 
25 
4.8 
4.8 
32 

6 Des Moines Donates 
17 $800 to Boys Home 

l OWA 
Burlington 
Cedar Ra pids 
Clinton 
Davenpon; 
Des Moines 
Dubuque 
Elkader 

558 620 
28 32 
65 55 
26 23 
25 2$ 
63 49 
3$ 14 
:l l> :in 

1,24 The bes Moines Chapter do-
nated $800 toward the YMCA 

H Boys Home in Camp Dodge, and 
were present for the Dedioa-; 
lion. On Dec. 20 they sang 

':)0 carols at the Home for thEt 
'i I Aged and at Broarllawns Hospi· 

, hi 



Society-wide Leadership 
Program Eyed by lnternat'I 

A precedent-making District ..._ _____ ....,... _______ _ 

Presidents' Conference was held 
Dec. 4 and 5 in Detroit, Mich., 
to develop a closer working re
lationship between the Interna
tional and District organiza-
1 i,,ns and to formulate a Society
wi<lt> leadership training pro
vr:i 111. 

l'Prhaps typical of the res
ruinse generated by I hi5 confer · 
er re was this comment by Land 
(rl~1kes District Pre.stdent Cal 
l{r•m'Y to his District Executive 
l 'omm1ttee: 

"Th is was the l<lck·Off of a 
tremendous game which is 
i.;oing lo wind up with barber· 
shoppin g on the long end of a 
fifty thousand to zero member· 
ship score in this d<.>e:i.de. I'm 
still seething and buhbiing with 
enthusiasm and hope I can pass 
it on to you in this memo and 
to our Executive Committee Jan. 
8 in Milwaukee. Berney Sim· 
11er, Bob Hafer and Ed Smith 
c.i lled it the biggest thing in 
barhershopping yet." 

Attending the meeting were 
I nternational President Berney 
S\mner, Past International Pres· 
\dent Ed Smith, Intt!rnational 
Vlce·Prcsident Dean Snyder, 
C<>ntral States District President 
George Williams, Dixie District 
'Presic'lent William Hall, Ever· 
green District Presidt!nt Dwight 
<"nlk ins, Far Western District 
President James Clarke, Illinois 
District President Charles Heck· 
ing, Jndiana·Kentucky District 
r .·esldent Glen Reid, Johnny 
A npleseed District President R. 
1J acy Evans, Land o·Lakes Dis· 
t11rt Prt>sident Cal Browy. Mich-
1~•a n Dlc;trict Pres:d..:nt Lo
w n Will c;on. Past International 
Soard Member L. A. Pomeroy 
1 rc>1.>rese n1 ing District President 
Jnt•n ~"llin of the Mid-Atlantic 
[)lqtrktl , Northwestern District 
PrC's ldent Ed Stetson, Ontario 
District Pres ident St:rn Hutson, 
~< n<'cn Land District P rc-slden t 
JNry Stine. Interna l ion a l Board 
M" mbc>r and Past Prcsictent, Dis
t rwc Treasurer Joe Le .1:is <re pre· 
"i''11ting District PresidPnt Lou 
t.. urel of the Southwest<>rn Dis· 
tr et l , International Boatd .Mem· 
b"r lloward Tubbs an l Robert G. 
Itri' ·r. lnternation<i l '.'\e;cretary 
""M D:inald Dobson, A~i:;ociate 
SC't'rC't n ry. 

Research 
Hu ndred of hours 0 1 labor 

'"' nt into the researcn, compil· 
..?I on and interpretation of var
ious statist ical material, partic· 
u larly pertaining to member 
s'ilp, publici ty, quartet activity, 
mnmbership and leadership 
tr.lining. 

/' lding in the resear<.h was a 
Ch <'·page, 75-questi.v1 form 
whkh was sent to ni l District 
P '<'Sidents under the signat ure 
,,.f International Pres:•J<'nt Sim· 

Hg Powers Quartet-

ner. The questions cove1ed Dis· 
tdct linance, membi>rship, ex
tension, contest org~nization, 
quartet and chorus a ctivity, 
chapter programming, achieve· 
ment awards and leadership 
t1aining. 

At the same time, files at In· 
ternational JlcadquarlPrs were 
researched for the preparation 
of some 34 tables a."ld charts. 
The charts were reproduced in 
Lwo sizes. One lar!:!e size for 
\ isual presentation by Berney 
Simner, the other size reproduc· 
cu In quantity for portfolios 
made availab le to each confer· 
e•ice parllcipant. 
· President Simner made a per

formance analysis ')f each 
Dii::trkt h:i.sed upon the various 
charts and tables. Each District 
was ma.de aware of both its 
achievements and areas where 
improvements could be made. 
t 'resident Slrnner foJlcwed u p 
his Dis trict ana lysis session with 
a d iscussion meeting titled 
"Summary of District Needs" 
which was a review c,f some 
g.meral conclusions established 
during the conference. The nine 
general needs he outlined were: 

1- A well-rounded participa
tion In all possible pha ses of ac· 
t lvlty rather th an a concentrat 
ed effort in one phase at the 
sacrl!ice of others - for cer· 
tainJy we have provt?n t here is 
1 o one activity w hich can ac
complish our over ·all objectives. 

2- To !Ind men who are capa
ble leaders and suffl1·ii>ntly in
doctrinate them with the prin· 
c1ple-s of Society operntion, in· 
terest and enthusiasm to cause 
them to be useful to us·or.find 
men who a re versed in Society 
tradition and !unction and train 
them to lt>adership. 

Objecfrres 
3-We must clearly <Ief!ne our 

objectives and by means of 
lon g . range plannin~ establish 
a continuity of action that will 
permit the achievement of them. 

4-When once we have over
~me the inertia of progressive 
action we must consta 'l tly shore 
our fou ndation by adding to it 
ariditional interest-more lead· 
e1s-and wider particiµa tion. 

:>-Upon placing men in posi· 
1 tions of leadersh ip we must rec· 
ognize their efforts and give due 
c~edH a nd recognit ion to them. 
We must build a p ride of ac
complishment by recognition 
and acknowledgement. 

&-We mus( strengthen our in · 
t t rnal organtzatlons and weld 
them into smoothly fonctioning 
operating units under proper di
rection a nd supervision but with 
clearly defined respo:isib ilities 
2.1d a uthority. 

7- Heretofore our Districts 
have received 25% of the per 
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Buy Projector f()r Youth Center-
Repres.nt•tives of the P ikes PHk Chapter for the Preserv•tion • nd Encoun1gement of Buber Shop 
Quutet Singir'11 in Ameriu, Inc., •nd the Junior Chamber of Commerce ~r• pjctured •t the YMCA 
Youth Center with " Y" members •nd a 16-mm sound motion picture projector and screen which they 
helped purchue for the Youth Center. Pictured left to right • re: Rffd Whebtone, president of the 
J unior Chamber of Commerce; W. W. Trego, pres ident of the loca l chapter of SPE8SQSA; Bobby 
Gilbert, president of the Pikes Peak J unior Hi-Y Club; Dan Flanigan, chainnan of the Jaycees youth 
committff; Warrffl Brown, top " Y" R•nger of the 8th graders; •nd Sten Fixter, YMCA Youth 
1ecretary. The barbershop pers presented a Nite O' Harmony concert in August, sponsored by the 
Jayce-. In behalf of the.Ir Youth We lfa,.. program, which provided the funds for this gift to the 
Youth Center. - (Colorado Springs Frtt Press photo by Ed W•lter). • 

capi ta dues per member while 
the International Soriety has 
been called upon to provide 9570 
c f the services to chajitcrs and 
raembers. It is now recognized 
that t he Districts must assu me 
m ore of the financial respons l· 
b;llty a nd th ereby release added 
Society funds for the badly 
needed training aids. 

8--W e must promott! and 
Maintain a high level uf enthu· 
si:lsm, interest a nd pMticipa· 
t1on in extension an1 r<'tention 
of members, for - by the 
achievement of our goals here
we can !Ind the solution to most 
of ou r present problems. 

9-We m ust const::ontly--con
tt nuously - and prog:essivcly, 
encourage individual particlpa· 
tion by each member for it is 
only In th is ma nner t hat we can 
identify those who a re lea ders 
or who are adaptable ro lea der· 
sh ip train ing. 

Portfolios 
As the result or t he con fer

ence, three portfolios have been 
published by the Internationa l 
Headquarters Office for use by 
District Presidents. The first is 

"Where We've Bee n and Where 
We Want To Co" a nd is a com· 
pilation o! the 34 charts used in 
the conference presentation. 

The second a nd third portfol· 
ios are titled "How We Can Get 
There" - parts one and two. 
Part one consists of a Dis trict 
Presidents ' Membership Promo· 
lion Manual es pecially prepared 
!or the District Prcsid1mts' Con· 
ference. It contains in general 
outline form, the vanous tech· 
r.iques and Ideas developed 
·.vithin the last year, concerning 
extension and mem beri:hip ac· 
tivities. 

"How We Can Get There" -
Part two consists of a District 
Presidents' Leadersh ip Training 
Ma nual, including an Jnterna· 
tional and District Organiza· 
tional notes Qn leadership fea · 
turing an article by Ralph 
Stnedley, Founder of Toastmast
ers Internationa l. 

The District Presidents' Con· 
!Prence is expected to maintain 
the recent membership gains 

.md inspire into creatior. a Lea · 
dership Training Prog~am which 
would insure the employment of 
capable inspired men in posit· 
ions of h igh authority in District 
3nd Internationa l organizations. 

Burlington Parade 
Scheduled F eh. 13 

Burlington, Iowa, will stage 
its sixth annual Parade of Quar· 
te ts Sunday afternoon, Feb. 13, 
in the city's municipal a uditor· 
ium. 

Featured on the parade will 
be the Kernals, the Kord Kings, 
the Four Tissimos and the Kord 
Kutters. Two local quar tets will 
also appear on the show, plus 
Burlington's 40·voice chorus, di· 
rected by E. Wiedman. 

The parade will be staged at 
2 p.m. Advanced tickets are 
priced at $1 and $1.25 a t the 
door. Tickets may be ordered 
from Don Williams, chapter 
president. 

Skilled Hands Make 

the Difference 

There's more to printing 
than type and paper. It 
is the craftsmanship ·of 

the master printer that lifts printing out of 
the ordinary. You'll see the difference in 
every job we do. You won' t see the differ· 
ence in ou r prices which are never more -
often less - than elsewhere. 

4 
SPENCER PUBLISHING CO. 

The Hy Powers of Kansas City, Mo., really look the pa rt as they g ive out with • hillbilly n umber. 
M~tnh-rs of the ova rtet are Ra y Ryan, Bob Turn e r, Berl Phe lps and Don McPherson. 
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It Takes Hard Work to Establish a. New Chapter 
Owe.ns Tells 
How Kaycee 
w .o,n Group 

EDITOR'S lfOTE - In ' the 
following article Estell A. 
Owens, district delegate 
from the Kansas City. Mo .. 
chapter, outlines in a unique 
way bow his chaptu orgcrn· 
bed a new group at Breck• 
enridge, Mo. It takes lots 
of bard wwk and persistent 
efforts on the part ol many 
to or9ani1e any chapter, and 
it appears that Owens and 
The .Kay~ chapter did a 
notable h>b of accomplish· 
ment. The article below 
was sent to all m embers in 
the chapter a nd d e tails very 
c arefully Yirtually every 
step taken in securing the 
new chapter . 

By ESTELL A. OWENS 
District Delegate 
.KanSCIS City, Mo. 

DONE BY-Being good friends 
with, and making the rightcon· 
tact with the right key man, a t 
t he righ t time. In this case i t 
was Frank L. Pond, of the Pond 
& Son Hardware Co., Brecken· 
ridgf', Mo. 

He is a n act ive m ember of 
M olla Temple, St. Joseph, Mo., 
while the dist r ict and chairm an 
of the extension committee, Es
tdl A. Owens, is an active chan· 
ter in the Ararat Temple, Kan · 
sas City, Mo. 

I>ONE BY - Many writeups 
i n the Harmonotes of Kansas 
City, Mo., The Serenade by Geo. 
H Williams, Spen cer, Ia., and 
The Harmonizer, the In terna
t ional Magazine. The wdteups 
i n the Harmonotes by J. E . 
W estbrook, Dan Jacobson, Russ 
Gentzler, and all others, setting 
forth the good wholesome fel · 
lowship that abounds in a Bar
bershop Cha:pter., as the K. C. 
Heart of America ·ch::.pter. 

DONE BY - Extending an in· 
v:tation to our singing neigh· 
bors at Breckenridge, Mo., to 
v~sit us. They accepted and 
visited us about May 16, 1954. 

In this first visit were: Frank 
L. Pond, Truman Pond (his son), 
Travis Harper, and Mr. Hicks, 
all from Breckenridge, Mo. 

They were welcomed, intro· 
duced, made over by all, before 
an d after the chapter rehearsal. 
Thev were invited to visit us 
again real soon. They were in· 
vi1·ed to have coffee by your dis· 
tr ict delegate. 

Good Neighbor Policy 
DONE BY - Anoth er good· 

tieighbor policy and act by_ giv· 
ing their visit an interesting 
writeup in the Ha rmonotes by 
th e editor, Mr. Westbrook, and 
I beli.eve the pres ident, Mr. Ja· 
cobson. 

DONE BT - Writing them 
June 21, extending a nother in· 
vitation, and telling t hem every
th ing good a bout barbershop· 
p ing . . . about the latchstring 
a: ways being on th.e outs ide for 
them . 

DONE BY - Writln~ J uly 15 
a nd extending another invita· 
tion, telling them m ore and 
m ore about ·a ll ch apters, in · 
d uding map y paragraphs from 
the Ma nual written by the Inter· 
n ational Officers, extolling the 
b est . in our society. By telling 
them how .they could form their 
own chapter. and how they 
would enjoy it. 

DONE BY - Writing to them 
Aug . 4, extending a nother invi · 
ta tion and in vit ing them to or
ganize . . • but not rushing 
them a t any time. 

DONE BT - Telling them how 
they impressed the whole chap· 
ter on their fi rs t vis it. Telling 
them their district de legate was 
their neighbor a t Cameron, 
Hamilton, and even Brecken
rldge from 1901 on., having 
worked on the C.B. & Q.R.R.CO., 
extra g ang in 1907 between 
Breckenridge and Kearney, Mo., 
b efore starting to te legraph. 

DONE BT - Trying a t all 
Li mes t o st rike the one respon· 
s1ve chord of harmony for greet· 
u !Iiendsh i.D an d action for our 

chapter. Friendship a n d action ga rdlng Shrine show at Chilli· 
being the symbol and key nee· cothe, Mo., on Jan. :;:9 which 
essary for t he BreC'kenridge he w as s pearheading. Directed 
sponsorship and organization. him get In touch with the presi· 

DONE BY - Receiving a let· dent, Da n Jacobson, for securing 
ter f rom Frank L. Pond Oct. 30, quartets and charges and open 
asking for more information, dates. 
and a ccepting our invitation to DONE BY - Dan furnishin g 
vis it us in Dec. 6. tr.is information in his neigh · 

DOME BT - Dis trict delegate borly and n atura l co-operative 
again writing Mr. Pond Dec. 6 way, thus m aking Mr. Pond 
a nd expressing our keen disap· happy a nd ena bling him to line 
pointment for them n ot being up h is show for t he 29th. 
a ble to visit us on Dec. 6. DONE BY - Doing everything 

Another Invitation just righ t a t the right ti~ and 
DONE BY- Giving them more in th e r ight way when the ch ap · 

details about Ba rbershop chap- ter wish ing to be org anized, 
ters , woodshedding and etc., and wanted it. 
extending another invitation. DONE BT - Being invited 

DONE BY - Receiving a let· on or about Jan. 10 to «Jet 
ter from Mr. Pond Dec. 8, sa ying our chapter boys together 
he was sorry they could not be and visit them at Brecken· 
here Dec. 6. They had to wait ridge for the kick-off meet· 
on the American Legion boys Un· ing of organiurtion. and put 
til t hey were ready t o come and on er 1bow and help them 
orga nize a new ch apter. sign up 20. 

DONE BY - Writing anoth er DONE BY - By Dan Jacob son, 
letter a nd invi ta tion on Dec. 9 the president, insisting that all 
2nd inviting them to p ay us a go w ho could. 
visit on Dec. 13. DONE BY - The district a sk· 

DONE BY - District delegate ing a ll before a nd a fter chapter 
reading Mr. Pond's letter to Da n meeting an d also at the board 
Jacobson, t he pres ide nt. and the meeting on Ja n. 14 to please go. 
presiden t calling Mr. Pond lon g 
distance t h a t day. DONE: BY - Being favored by 

DONE BY _ The Bre<:ken- the Almighty God for p erfect 
ridge. Mo. prospective chap. weather on Jan. 16 !or the trip. 
ter accepting this invitation DONE BY - 25 good hard 
and paying us a nother visit work ing loyal . Bar bers hoppers 
on Dec. 13. bringinq with di:iving to Breckenridge Jan . 16 
them: Frank L. Pond, Tru- a nd s ingin g in chorus and quar -
man Pond (his son). How· lets and being very neighborly 
ard Greenwood, Francis a n d co.operative, and mixing in 
Scanlon, John Scanlon. Tra- w ith all at t he M. E. Ch urch 
vis Harper. H. P. Place. and w here the organization t ook 
Geo. Bryant. They we.re place, and helping put it over. 
welcom ed and introduced DONE BY - Anyone in the 
all around, before and alter chapter who had anything to 
rehaarsal by y6,ur district do with it. 
delegate and D<xn Jacobson. DONE BY - Putting o'n a m ost 
our president. They were perfect organization show. 
invited to s ing with us. The DO.NE BY - Mr. l."ond opening 
president snapped their pie· U'.) the meeting in his very, very, 
tures, and they were print• capable manner. 
ed in the next issue of the DONE BY - Talks. on music 
Harmonotes. and the K.C. Chapter direct from 
DONE BY - '11le district dele- the heart, and by Mr. Pond. 

gate sending a copy of the Har· DONE BY - Ray Koenig, Dan 
:monotes to them at Brecken- Jncobson, Don Stephens, Russ 
ridge with the pictures in i t, and Gentzler, and many other. Also 
a fine writeup of their trip, by a few reminders from the audi· 
the editor. They were most ence of about 75 or 100 to dispel 
happy and enthusiastic over tl1e bugbear of having to read 
this picture, which was worth music to sing in a chapter, and 
5,000 words. Ladies' Night cust om, so Ladies 

DONE BY - '11le district dele· would have something to look 
gate attending a late dinner forward to when frien1 husband 
with all of the Breckenridge out rehearsing; also explained 
after rehearsal, and with them beyond a doubt, membership 
up to the last minute as they was open to aH so far as creed or 
started home. denomination entered into the 

DONE BY - Russ Gentzler application. 
giving them his million dollar Personal Work 
smile at his parting with them DONE BY - Much personal 
in front of .the Phillips Hotel, work among the ,prospects be· 
D~c. 13. fore and after the organization 

DONE BY - Br,iefing by Russ ta lks and music, songs, etc., by 
Gentzler, Dan Jacobson, Ray all present - indica t ing the 
Koenig, and by a few words honor of being charter m embers. 
from your district delegate; by DONE BY - Don Stephens 
Jim Henderson; and by Arlo placing a Kansas City chapter 
Moore with some music he hunt- s .inger in between each two 
ed up and presented to them, Breckenridge prospective mem· 
and by the assistance of an who hers; not only to start them off 
did anything a t all there to get right in harmony 4·VO.ice sing· 
them interested. ing, but giving each KC singer 

DONE BY - Making them an opportunity to t alk Barbar
feel at home . • • they promised shop to them, a t the formative 
to organize very soon. st.<t~e. 

Many Calls DONE BY - Being able to 
DONE. BY - Dozens of phone s ing the songs requested by 

conversations with the district the Breckenridge audience .• . 
delegate when Mr. Pond was in s uch as Jingle Bells, Oh, Holy 
town with the hardware con· N ight, Silent Night. The very 
ventions; several long distance generous applause given us 
calls by Dan, and .one f rom Mr. could have been the straw that 
Pond to Carl Neeve. Ttiese calls broke the camel's back for oc· 
from May 16, to J an. 16, t he date ganization . 
ot sponsorship, and kick-off DONE BT - Don Stephens 
meeting at Breckenridge. having chorus sing: Eternal Fa-

DOHE BT - Mr. Pond being ther Strong to Save. We Want 
e11terta ined at the Shrine Chan· to Say Hello, Keep America 
te rs party on Nov. 5, with Carl Singing, and others. 
Neeve and other chanters and DONE BT - Letting them 
the district delegate for a short sing Abide With Me with KC 
while, we having to leave for first each voice, th en Brecken· 
Ft. Worth on account of the ridge each voice separately, and 
death of a brother-In -law, Earle the putting them all together 
A. Gilli.s. a nd finally causing t he boys 

DONE BT - The district dele· from Breckenridge to s ing it all 
gate sending each and every along without the KC Chapter in 
prospective member for the S.P. four voices, of harmony. It 
E B.S.Q.S.A. Inc., Chapter, Chris t· sounded S(} good a nd was appre · 
n.as cards with a message on ciated so much by their own 
each one ... a message to or- :folks, that it turned out to be a 
ganlze and enjoy s inging the m aster stroke by Don .• • there 
Christmas son gs to churches, h e fi nish ed. 
t.ospitals, old peoples homes, DONE BT - By calling on 
and lodges, etc. R uss at this point. Don had 

DONE BY - Phone conversa- ] ~i:';;<?d their confjdence a nd too 
t ion Jan. 3 with M r . Pond re. tllev had con!iclence in them-

selves by n ow • .. all of them I as we went. out the door " 
. •• or almost all o! t hem. way back. 

DONE BY-Rufi Gentzler Being the chairma n of th e ex-
sayin9 very little until be tension com m ittee and d istrict 
called on the Hi Powers. The delegate of the CSA. I am proud 
Ht Powers soon b ad them of the achievem ent at Brecken-
all in stitches and 9oin9 ridge, and will be in consta nt 
alon9 with them. They had con tact wi th them for their tu~ 
given them someth ing to be ture needs. I :fee l it a privileg& 
happy about. With such and h onor to thank and compli< 
unsurpassed beauty of per- ment everyone who h a d a ny 
feet harmony and comedy part in the Breckenridge Chap· 
they had built up a desire ter sponsorship and organiza· 
in all present to want to be tion, from beginning - about 
good quartets and chorus last May 16 to Ja n. 16, th e date 
singers. of accom plishment. 
l>ONE BY - Not dilly dally- DONE BY - Their f ine worlC 

Ing a fter Dan, Don and t he Hi and interes t a nd a ll pu! li~g to
Powers h a d synchronized t he geth er . . . a nd t.lley wlll not b9 
whole a u dience into one burn· forgott en, when the :final w ords 
i;1g des ire, ORGANlZE NOW! are said on . this accom plished 

DONE BY - .. Persuasion of 
Da n, Russ, Don, Mr. Pond, and 
all who h a d a ny part in a n y
way in it ..• even by ones who 
did their home work while s it· 
t ing in between t he p rospective 
members wl\ ile s ing ing w ith 
them .. . and t he personal work 
from one prospect to another 
after the s igning up h ad started. 

DONE BY - A IL these mag· 
netic powers p resent ,.,.elded in· 
to one h a rd pull soon added to 
the 5 who h ad already signed 
up b efore we a rr ived. By fur· 
ther t a lking, t h e 5 soon w ere a d· 
ded to 5 more, then w ith a l ittle· 
m ore persuas ion 20 m embers 
signed u p. 

DONE BY - A meeting called 
r om inations made, e lection and 
installation without delay. A 
master stroke by a man who 
knew bow - Russ Gentzler. 
They wa nted th e best, he had it 
to give, and gave it in a most 
businesslike m anner. 

Early F eed , 
DONE BY - Starting the 

sa.ndwich and co!le l ine early 
to rea ch the undecided through 
his stomach, so could t ake on 
more Barbershopping. The 
10vely Ladies of the ME. Church 
who served refreshments are to 
be complimented and thanked 
very heartily for their hospital· 
ity. 

DOME BY - Leaving a very 
h appy feeling and spirit and co
operative action that w·~ will as
sist them in getting 20 or m ore 
to add to the 20, before Charter 
Night. 

DONE BT - The congratula
tions the district delegate sent 
them immediately after elec
tion from KC and also congratu· 
lations by all of us there, with 
the motto: "Each one, get one 
m ore, before Charter N ight." 

DONE BY - The KC chorus 
and the B'reckenridge chorus 
joining together in unison and 
singing Keep America Singing 

I 

mission . 
Your d istrict delegate t hanks 

you. 

Eight Quartets on 
Ottawa Parade 

E ight quarte ts and ~ chap. 
ter chorus. under t he direction 
of Donald Patrick, appeared on. 
the a nnual Fa ll Show of the 
Ottawa , Kans., chapter. 

Quartets appearing on the 
program w ere the Crow-Bars of 
Eldora<lo, K1ans., t he Se-Kans of 
Pi,ttsburg, Kans. the Rota· 
chords, Fac ulty Four, Sh arp!! 
and Flats, No · Name Four, 
Freshma n Boys' qu a rtet and 
Freshm a n Girls quartet. all of 
Ottawa. Lloyd Stafford Of Otta• 
wa served as master of ceremo• 
niES. 

Officers of the chapter are 0 1. 
W. Harry Lennard, president; P. 
R. Ja:nison, vice-president; Er· 
nest E. W atkins, secretary, and 
Lee Shelden, treasurer. 

Salina Active Over 
Holiday Season 

The Salina, Kans., chapter 
spent an active h oliday season 
with appearances a·t a m ilitary 
school and before a olub. 

The group h ad supper a.t St. 
John's Milita·ry School and gave 
the boys a fine round of bat· 
bershop harmony. Later they 
sang for tJhe Golden Age Club, 
an or·ganization for persons over 
65 years of age. Approxi:nately 
75 cl rnb me=hers were on hp.nd 
for the show. 

A neow meeting place h as a.le 
so been m ade aV'ailable to t he
chapter. The meeting place it 
called Friendshi,p Hall and is: 
owned by t he chapter's directol't 
Glenn Miller. 

- Fifth Annual -

''PARADE'' 
Russell County Kansas Chapter 

Sunday Afternoon, Feb. 2 7 
2:30 P. M. 

Russell High School Auditorium 
Russell, Kansas 

- Proudly Featuring -

"THE ATOMIC BUMS/' Minneapolis, Minn. 
(International ·Finalists 1948, '50, '52 and '53f. 

"THE BIG FOUR," Chillicothe, Ill 
(1953-54 Sweet Adeline lnteroat1ooal atampiomt, 

--Mel-0-Tones," Abilene, Kans. 

"Lion-Aires," Wichita, Kans. 
"Better-Half Notes," Russell; Kans. 

(Popular Sweet Adelin e Foursome{ 

Russell County Chapter Chorus 

TICKETS NOW ON SALE 
Only $1.26 Per Person 

Mail Orders: SPEBSQSA, Box 393, Russell, Kamas. 
Big Aft.er Glow Free To Barbershop Members and Wives 
We'll Be Looking F or You - Order Tickets Early! 



I - ... BITTER & SWEET ... ... 

Likes Local News 
i 
I much to Joe McNamara, as it 

i:: to you, George. Because, I 
In the November Serenade you mean to say -in my own stutter

h ad a picture of the Delinquents ing way, that as long as there 
1(page 4 ) . This picture gene~at- is a Joe "M" in Emmetsburg and 
«! some maH a nd dates. First , those wonderful singing Irish 
le me &'ly thanks; next, w ould men of Palo Alto county there 
you send me a negative of the will be a barbershop chorus. 
p·~·ur · - A male glee club. indeedl 

"} ... ~.:11quents have come a ;, bad a heck of a time get-
Joi ~ ' ' ay since KeJrncy. Most of ting 25 guys to try barber-
" ""t tt.ey saw there ha d good shcpping, much less on a 
e " t, and t hey hav(' worked a wild goose chase like a male 
lo t. Trey did quite a !cw shows glee club! Fred Waring ar-
this fall. :ind have a lo t lo do J rangements need a 35-piece 
t his sprini:t. orchestra to augme.nt the 

Tl-is Is my cllanc~ to tell harmony, and barbershop 
you I think you do a good needs only 10·30-50 human 
jc'b with The Serenade. I like Yoices to show what they 
to see enough local news to can do. 
feel part of it , a-:id Item s an It is also extremely ~ncourag-
ba rbershop craft where pos· Ing to find a Johnsor: who is 
sible. I think it might be really a m usician as director of 
wise for the chapters of all the Emmetsburg chapter. Good 
sizes who have successful luck , Denny ! 
show s to give a few Uos o n George, tell Joe to ignore the 
h ow they do It for the bene. inconsistent bleatings of the 
fit of those who grow ulcers poor black sheep who get lost 

·wondering ~hether they from the main fold. If they get 
will break eYen or not. hungry enough they'll return to 
By the way, if my canvas bus - the flock. Believe me, thistles 

' nec;s s lows down a bi t, I thlnk are· bard to digest. 
the D's and I will get the Mui · Dick John son 
vane high school converted to Canon, Iowa 
ba rbershop. There are ab out 30 
of them that woodshed in the 
gym at noor. every day. Short on Ca.sh 

Les Jennings , Sr., 
Delinquents 5th man 
Mulvane, Kans. 

Poliday Issue 
Thanks for the llice h <11iday 

Serenade you put out. I enjoyed 
e ,·cry word. 

A. J . Gorman 
Salina , K11 ns. 

A Bonus? 
P ikes Peak cha pter seut a 

i;ma ll ad in December and no 
doubt you received It In plenty 
oi tim e for the issue. 

/• s for the Four Pops, if we 
r u n a n ad and m aybe a p ict ure, 
a m su re Lt anyone hired u s for 
a show, they would ask for their 
m oney back and a bonus for 
Jelling us appear, and I don't 
mean m aybe. 

Harry Sparrow 
Past Pres ident. CSA 
Colorado Springs, Colo. 

Mid-Americans 
I have your letter recently re · 

ceived soliciting a ds for T he 
SerE>nadc. 

- realize this w ould be loo 
l a lC' to ha ve anything added, but 
I s imply w a nted to say tha t our 
M id-America ns quarte t has been 
vE>ry lnartlve and, consequently, 
w ould be out of pla ce to take 
an advertisement at this time. 

You are doi ng a splendid job 
for Cen tral States in every way, 
a nti I surely w ish the bes t for 
y ou In your busin ess and a ssoc· 
fation work for 1955. 

Ray A. Strindmo 
Ka nsas City, Mo. 

'Medalist' Paper 
For some time I've m eant to 

d r'Jp you a note of a pprecia tion 
I or being on the malling list of 
T he Serenade, which :. th ink Is 
one or the medalist d is t rict p ub 
lications. There are lots of Ideas 
e nd sugges tions that I make use 
ol.. 

Calmer Browy 
' Pres ident, 

DreadtuUy sorry to have pro
crastinated for so long in an
swering your requests for ads in 
The Serenade. It is a wonderful 
little paper and we in th e Jones 
county chapter have enjoyed it 
immensely. But, w e're broke. 

All credit or blame for this 
s hould go to my friend and 
classmate, your singing pal. Dr. 
Len Larson, who last May talk
ed me into organizing our group. 
We have had a tremendous lot 
of fun, but right now we a re 
in imminent danger of expiring 
as a result of infant mortaJlty. 

We w ish that we could help 
you fello'WS out w ith an ad, but 
we a re existing on voluntary, 
extra . curricular contributions 
from the most inl erested mem· 
bers in order to keep our chap
ter alive. We are now vitally 
concerned with collecting enough 
dues to retain our charter. And, 
by golly, we ar e going to do it 
even if we have to pay double 
or more a n d use fictitious 
names. We love our singing and 
are determined to keep our af. 
f iliation. 

We c:a11Aot help The Sere· 
nadc 11qw, but pl~ dlin•t 
let it die. A year or two 
from now we hope to be 
able to 9lYe you some assist-

~~e ~le.~~o~;~~eSQ;! silY:~v~r 
had so roach !un before. 

Dr. C. J . Nemmers 
Pres ident, 
J ones county chapter 
Anamosa, Iowa 

Crow-Bars Soaring 
The Crow-:Bars have just la nd

ed ! Yessir, after 30 days of 
cloud-hopping, soaring, S\YOOP · 

Ing and floating on a ir, we have 
almost, yes, a lmost, r e<:<>nciliat
ed with old terra -firma . 

1t all !>'tarted, you'll remember, 
on Oct. 2, 1954, at Kearney, Neb'. 
T he occas ion was the district 
contest. We fel t as thoug h a big 
hunk of Hurricane Hazel h a d 
blown us sky high when we 
lucked out among the f irs t five, 
and the announcement hit us 
between the eyes. 

Land O'Lakes AsS1l-c 
Madison , Wjs. 

8ot1iered. 

It m ust be like becoming a 
• mllltonaire overnight. You just 

don't k now ·how to act. Man, 
what an experience! 

Just finish ed readinf ~ 
(W'ONDERFUL issue of the Cen.
tral States Serenade. 
• One ot. the things that both
aed me was the obvious con
ttern of Joe McNamara about the 
future of ba rbershopping iu Em· 
m ets burg (Iowa) . 

George, you know I have m ore 
than just a " passing" Interest 
In the Emmetsburg chapter. It 
w as through the feeble efforts 
C)f yours truly that t he Emmets
tmrg chapter a ctually got s tart
ed, a long with the able h elp of 
sou, "D" Dvergsten an d a bunch 
of the Spencer boys in those 
critical hours. 
~his ~ U:i~ w aimAst as 

It was oar firs t contest. rd 
..._ .... aeeD one. So. 
green as gourds, we blund
ered about not knowing 
wba1 came next. But. thanks 
to Prondeac:e and a grand 
bunch of barbershoppers. we 
•ere taken by the hand. 
soothed. cajoled. babied. 
spanked, led cn:ld informed 
about the facts of life. 
The encouragement a nd a s· 

slstance from fellow contestan ts, 
balfilng at first to the uninitiat
ed, was one of the m ost wonder 
ful and u n usual experiences 
we'd ever had. Why s hould 
your competition be so nice? 
Was he looking for a soft place 
U. stah? Brother. we know NOW. 

.. s JU St the op,..os1le. Every con· 
iestant iB on your team and 
p~lUng for you to do better than 
he. It's wonderful! 

EYea the fudges, belle the 
name. They don' t sit iD Judg
ment. Sbuclu, you're acquit
ted by them before you ap· 
pear. Their oaly charge to 
the Jury is to encourage and 
help eYeryoae. 
Well, George, it was an ex· 

perience the four of us will nev
er forget. Our s incere thanks to 
you, our hosts. the judges. and 
a ll the swell barbershoppers 
w ho Keep America Singing. Now 
that w e're in the Club we'll do 
our utmost to uphold what we 
n ow rea lize is the true SPEBSQ· 
SA tradition. 

The Crow ·Bars 
George Bacon, bass 
El Dorado, Kans. 

New Chapter 
We are happy to announce the 

formation of a new chapter in 
the Central Sta tes District. 

Abou t 20 ot us from tl1e Kan
sas City chapter went .to Breck
enridge, Mo., on Sunday, Jan. 16, 
with President Dan Jacobson and 
Russ Gentzler installed the new 
of!lcers. 

They are: 
Frank L. Pound, president 

and delegate; Travis Harper, 
vice-president; RHoward Green
wood, secretary, and Truman P. 
Pound, treasurer. 

They oganized with the re
quired 20 members paid up but 
expect about 25 at the star t. 

The Serenaders of Kansas City 
sang several selections and sev
eral groups did some woods hed
ding to show the boys there ·how 
they can do the same. Don Ste 
vens, K. C. chorus director, went 
a long and did a swell job of get
ting both Kansas City and 
.Breckenridge to rehearse a new 
song. The Breckenridge members 
did a line job in the short time. 

Edwin W. Birr 
Area Counsellor, 
Ka nsas City, Mo. 

(EDITOR'S MOTE - Ed. 
we ar:e 1ni9bty baPPf to re
cetYe your official notifica
tion of tbe new chapter be
ing formed a1 Breckea· 
rid7e, Mo. You will aee the 
complete story of what hap
pened as written by tbe 
Kansas City Chapter dele· 
gate, Mr. Oweu, published 
elsewhere ia The Sereaade. 
CHW). 
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Seek Board Meeting 
We had a board of directors 

meeting last night (Ja n. 25) 
and discussed promotional i~eas 
o~ increasing membership, stim 
ulating new quartets, and put· 
t ing on package shows In other 
towns. We had 10 members of 
the board of 12 curn out, wh ich 
I believe ind ica tes enthusiasm 
to be very hig h. 

We have arranged to put on 
a package show in a near by 
town of Brighton on March 25 
and 26 wherein the loc:il Lions 
club there is sponsoring it on a 
50-50 bas is. 

We also ta lked a bout the Mid· 
Winter Board Meeting and I 
asked the members i! they 
wanted to play hos t in 1956. 
They were cautioned a bou t over
enthusiastic desires now, but to 
stop and decide first it they 
wan ted to spend the necessary 
time. We discussed the a mount 
of time tha t would be required 
a nd compared i t to just put t ing 
on a parade. I then asked !or a 
show of hands that wou ld pre 
fer putting it off for a year or 
two and not one wanted to wait. 
I asked for a show of han ds on 
how m a ny would prefer that we 
go ahead and that their appro
val meant that they personally 
would devote as much time as 
needed . One hundred percent 
voted for this. 

. . . I belieYe that the 
memben would pay Sl per 
year for The Serenade. A 
few might not. I don't know. 
but I belieYe most would. I 
think it would be an excel· 
lent idea. 
. . . Hoping that Denver will 

be selected to play host to the 
International Board next year 
at this tltne, I am, 

Burdett Jones 
Denver, Colo. 

Smaller Bulletin 
• • • Our 1955 per capita tax 

for Z7 members is being m ailed 
in tonight (Jan. 23). In addition 
to these members, we ha ve b een 
approached by quartets from 
Selby, Aberdeen a nd Kulm, N.
D., about affil iating with the 
Columbia ch apter. This would 
give us 12 m ore m embers and 
an opportunity to s timulate 
formation of ch apters in these 
communities or re.activate old 
ones. 

• • • As to The Serenade, the 

fellows do en joy it, George. How · 
ever, in a rural area like Colum
bia that is so far removed f rom 
other chapter towns, we do not 
feel that we can contribute sub· 
s tantially to its support. 

l refer now to buying adver · 
tls ing. I believe that, in our 
case anyway, a smaller. les.s 
pretentious bulle tin would be 
better. 1 think our fellows would 
be w illing to kick jn I.ti "upnort 
such a paper. 

Jlerb Dill 
President. 
Columbia, S.D., Chapter 

Can't Help Now 
Regardi ng The Serenade, w e 

en joy it very much but we are 
.not in a fin a ncial position to 
help ou t too much. If you can 
keep it going on a m onthly NS· 
is i t wou ld be fin e. 

Boyd Ba inter 
President, 
Cloud County Cha pter, 
Concordia, Kan s. 

Price Questioned 
.. . In my persona l opinion, 

considec. The Ser enade one of 
lhe best of all Barbershop pub· 
llcatlons. I serious ly doubt, how
ever, that our membership 
would inves t a dollar per year. 

Ha rold A. Casey 
President, 
Springfield, Mo. 

Con-Chords Tenor 
Moving to Iowa • 

The Con-Chords, the only Of· 
ganized quarte<t in the Cloud 
County, Ra ns., chapter, is losing 
its top tenor the end of Janu· 
:uy and prospeots for reorga. 
nl7.lng the quartet Ln the near 
future are not too good, Boyd 
Bainter. president of the chap· 
ter, disclosed. 

The tenor, Rev. WilliaJ'tl 
Pfautz, Is moving to Fort Ma d i· 
son, Iowa. 

St. Louis Members 
Pledge Attendance .. 

With 15 men pledging to a t· 
te nd ea ch rehearsal, the St. 
Louls No. 1 chapter should keep 
things rolling. On Decem ber 18, 
the chorus sa ng for the Cer ebral 
Palsy Telethon and on the 19th 
did some Christmas caroling at 
the Kooh Hospital. 

(Belated) 

Season's Greetings 
from the 

ORPHANS 
1954 International Champions 

I 
• j 

We realize we are slightly late with our Holiday greetings, but the ad fail= 

ed to reach The Serenade in time for publication last month. We sin= 

cerely hope that 1955 is a banner year for all Barbershoppers., 
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l SECRETARY'S CORNER J 
By H ERB WALL 

CSA Seeretary 
much possibilities for their fu. 
ture. 

Some ot the good things that-
happen to Barbershoppers hap
pened to me recently when I 
was in Monett, Mo., on a busi
• " '> tr;'1. 

v11 U1e way out or town I stop
ped by to see my friend Les 
Mason, president of the Monett, 
Mo. Barbershop chapter, just to 
pass the time and say hello. He 
informed me that the Monett 
Chapter was having a regular 
meeting at 7:30 and nothing 
would do but that I would stay 
and have dinner "on him" and 
a ttend the chapter meeting. He 
didn't have to twist my arm 
very hard so I called and got 
permission from the boss at 
home to stay over. 

What the Monett chapter lacks 
in numbers, it makes up in en
thusiasm and interest in barber
shop aflaiis. Under the leader
ship of Les Mason, Al Higgins, 
and other barbshoppers from the 

1 vicinity, the Monett Chapter has 
a bright future before it. 

Typical Meeting-

! was glad I did because we 
·ad one of those fin.e, typical, 

small chapter meetings where 
everybody knows everybody and 
everybody gets a whale of a kick 
out of singing. We did some 
wood shedding and did some 
chorus practicing under the di· 
rection of Al Higgins, chorus di
rector, and the seventeen or 
eig hteen present did a beautiful 
job of singing good ol' barber
shop tunes. 

The evening was full of s ur
prises and I found that the 
Four-Tissimos, our t op notch 
Springfield quartet, was also go
ing to be in Monett that night. 
They did appear and did a nice 
job of entertaining the Monett 
Chapter with a dozen or so well 
chosen and beautl!ully present · 
ed ba rbershop numbers. 

F ine Style 

The eveni ng was roun ded out 
in fine s tyle by several good 
numbers from the Lost Chords, 
the only organized quartet, at 
the present. in the Monett chap
ter. The Lost Chords are the 
blendingest quartet In the area 
and wlth a little more time to
gethe r they will present an ex
cellent contest quartet with 

COMING EVENTS 
Feb. 13-Burlingt<>Zl, Iowa. 

Parade. 
Feb. 26-Columbla, Mo., 

Parade. 
Feb, 27-Fort M a d i s on. 

Iowa, Parade. 
Feb. 27-Bussell County. 

Kans., Parade. 
March 5-Topeka. Kaas.. 

Parade. 
March 12-Fort Dodge, 

Iowa, Parade. 
March 2&-I o 1 ct, JC a u s., 

Parade. 
March 26-S p r i D g field. 

Mo., Parade. 
April I-Eldorado, Xans .. 

Parade. 
April 2-Wichita, Kans., 

Parade. 
April 9-Columbia, S. D., 

Parade. 
April 15-Newton , X:ans •• 

Parade. 
April 17-Abilene, Xans., 

Parade. 
April 22-W es sing to 11 

Springs, Kans.. Parade. 
April 23-Des Moine s, 

Iowa, Parade. 
Apr il 23 & 24--Jt a a s a s 

City, Mo., Parade. 
May 7-Da venporl, Jowa. 

.REGIONAL CONTEST. 
May 1-&-;Neosho, Mo.. Pa · 

rade. 
June 15 -l~Miami. Fla.. 

1955 CONVENTION. 
No•. 5-Longmont. Colo., 

Parade. 
Mo• . 11-C 1 o u d County. 

!Cans., Pa rade. 

Directory of Quartets 
(Actv.rtleem.ftt) 

The Orphcma 
International Champs 1954 
Con tact Bud Bigham. 
1923 Wassa11, 
Wichita 16, Kansas. 

The Slrymaaters 
District Champions 
Contact: James S. Baird 
5502 St. 76th St., Rals ton, Nebr. 

The 'Atomic Bums 
1nternatio•1aJ Fin allsts Four 
Times, '48, '50, '52 and '53. 
Contact Maynard Sacc, 
3437 Gir ard Ave., South, 
Mpls., Minn. 

Crow Bars 
3rd Place CSA Dist. '54 
<.:ontact George Bacon 
P .O. Box 390 ' 
El Dorado, Kan. 

The T imberliners 
Cvntact: Swf'de Martinson 
3116 Slh St, Boulder, Colo. 

Rudy Fick Royalaires 
Int'! Semi-Finalists 
2nd Place Winners CS.A 
Contact Arlo Moore 
3015 S. 28tt St. 
Kansas City, Kan. 

The Big Four 
Int'! Sweet Adeline Champs 

1953-54 
Contact Sarah LeMaster 
R.R. 2 
Chillicothe, IJI. 

M ello·D-Me n 
O:lntA<'t Al Boughton 
2912 C. Ave. N. E . 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

The Mel-0-Tones 
Contact Cliff Asllng 
Royer's Clothing 
Abilene, Kansas 

George JI. WWiama 
CSA District Presi dent. 
Available for limited number 
01 emceeing engagement. 
1520 Grand avenue. 
Spencer, Iowa. 

Lyle DeMoa. 
Radlo·TV Station WOW 
Omaha, Nebr. 

The Vikings 
International Champs 19"'.>3. 
Contact Robert Maurus 
3427 9 Y.i Ave., Rock Island, lll. 

Laramie BoomeraDgs 
Contact Ward Husted 
Box 978 
Laramie, Wyoming 

Tb• Chord Buskers 
Contact Louis Gargano 
853 So. 15th 
Fort Dodge, Iowa 

The Fou r Nubbins 
Contact Harold Krile 
1321 2nd Ave. E . 
Spencer, Iowa 

The Barber-Q FO\ll 
Int' l Finalists '54 
Illinois Dist. Champs 
Contact Tom Watts 
856 South York Rd-. 
Elmhurst, Ill. 

'49·'SO 

• 

The Mississippl M isses 
Int'! Sweet Adeline Ohamps, 

1954·55 
Contact Mary Paul 
1121 Ave. F. 
Fort Madison, Iowa 

T'ne B.M.A. Gambollers 
International Semi-fin alists, 
'47-52·53. 
Central States Champs. '52·5l 
Contact Orval H. Wilson. 
3646 E. 61st St 
Kansa.s Cily, Mo. 

Hobby Show Display-
Shown above is the Denver chapter's booth at the 1954 Denvet' Hobby Show. Chapter members 
built the display at a cost of only approximately $4.50. 

Iowa Groups H'old 
Joint Mee ting 

The Humboldt and Fort Dodge, 

Iowa, Chap ters had an inter· 
chapter party at Fort Dodge 

recently. There were three 

choruses present Besides the 

two abo11c mentioned, th" Hum
boldt Sweet AdeJines a ttended. 

Humboldl also sang at the Jay. 

cee Minstrel Show, Sweet Ade

line Parade, the American Le· 

gion in Humboldt, a nd the 
ChJropractors convent lo n at 
Eagle Grove, Iowa. 

Cheyenne Charter 
Parade Mar ch 6 

Cheyenne, Wyo .. will have its 
charter presentation ceremony 
March 6, Don Bean, president 
of the chaper, has announced. 

The chapter has invited the 
Laramie cho·us and several 
quartets, lnc'luding the SprlnJ 
Singers from Colorado Springs, 
Colo., to p a rticipate in the show. 

They have obtained the ~lc
Cormick JunlQr High Audi tor· 
ium, which seats 1,200, for the 
program. Bea n rEl{.lorts the boys 
are "really enthused about the 
whole deal." He said the group 
sang for the govenor's inaugu· 
ration this month and have 
been appearing on programs 
quite often. 

Band Shell Dr ive 
Aided by Cha pter 

Colwnbia, Mo., Chapter fs 
still raising money to build a 
band shell in the City Park as a 
memoria l to a past secretary of 
the chapter, Dr. W. N. Burford. 
They have been having regula r 
tri-chapler ~eetings with Ful· 
ton a nd Mexico, Mo., chapters, 
Their a ttendance re<:ord is very 
good-out of 27 members the 
average attendance is 20 to 2~ 
members. They have conducted 
several miniah1rc parades In 
surrounding commu nities u sing 
chorus anl local quartets to 
raise money for their own and 
sponsor's progr a m. 

0 • 00 

Being ¥our 

C. S.·A. District ChampiOns 

• • • 

Pappy Sterling has been transferred fo a base in Norfli Africa and oor 
quartet is disbanding. 

The short time we had as Cenfral States District champs was certainJr 

a joy to us. We went to some nke parades and had some wooderial 
times and met a lot of swell people. 

The 
SKYMASTERS 

Jimmy Baird Joe Zwirn Bob Schneider Harold Sterling 


