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Central States District House of Delegates Meeting 
Coralville Marriott Hotel and Convention Center 
Coralville, IA 
Friday, April 26, 2019 

 
President Schuetz opened the meeting at 12 noon with the singing of  

“The Old Songs” led by Immediate Past President John Marshall.  We 

will be using Robert’s Rules of Order for Small Boards. 

Credentials Chairman J.P. Marshall announced a quorum @ 12:08. 

Invocation and Chapter Eternal induction by Executive Vice President Duane Lawson. The 

following barbershoppers were recognized. 

Dennis Donohoe  Lincoln, NE 

Paul Jensen,   St. Louis Suburban, MO 

Rodney Stewart  Kearney, NE 

Larry Bates   Hastings, NE 

Jack Gable   Milbank, SD 

Dennis Rademacher  Milbank, SD 

Kent Chesney   Hayes, KS 

Dewayne Spilker  Beatrice, NE 

Rodney Flater   Kansas City, MO 

Clyde Mensen   Kansas City, MO 

Robert Jones   Olathe, KS 

Clinton Bostick  Frank Thorne 

Francis Gangel   Kansas City, MO 

Vernon Soeken  Davenport, IA 

Arden Koelling   Ord, NE 

Orel Koelling   Ord, NE 

Wendell Jacobsmeier  Davenport, IA 

Kenneth Gerke  St. Charles, MO 

Ev Nau    Des Moines, IA 

Milton Roedder, Jr.  St. Louis No. 1, MO 

Marshall Snedaker  St. Louis No. 1, MO 

Jim Moynihan   Kansas City, MO, St. Louis Suburban, MO 
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Introduction of Officers;  Past District Presidents were recognized, John Marshall, Harvey Kiser, 

Dale Schulz, Don Fuson, International representatives, BHS CEO Marty Monson and Society 

Board Member John Donehower.  District Officers:  Chad Schuetz, District President; Duane 

Lawson, Executive Vice President; David Montgomery, Nebraska State Vice President; Lyle 

Schwery, Iowa State Vice President; John Marshall, Immediate District Past President; Mike 

Shepherd, Kansas State Vice President; Larry Warrick, District Treasurer; Mark Fuerniss, District 

Secretary;  

Convention Update:  Host Convention Chairman, John Marshall announced the convention is in 

good hands.  329 registrations currently.  Maps to the High School are being printed and will be 

at the registration desk.  Future convention sites approved by the board during the Leadership 

Academy/HEP School in St. Joseph, Missouri in February include:  Lawrence, Kansas this fall at 

the Lied Center;  Spring 2020 in Wichita at the Hyatt;  Fall 2020 at the Prairie Meadows 

Convention Center in Altoona, Iowa;  Spring 2021 in Coralville, Iowa; Fall 2021 in Lawrence, 

Kansas; Spring 2022, nothing;  Fall 2022 in Altoona, Iowa; Spring 2023 in Coralville, Iowa.  

Thanks to Events Chairman Matt Suellentrop and the convention team.   

Society Report:   BHS CEO Marty Monson reported.  Invited everyone to the 

Everyone In Harmony Roadshow to take place tomorrow.  Challenge and 

opportunity to help our chapters become healthier, thrive, allow them to 

expand in other areas.  Fuson added that there will be an Everyone in 

Harmony Roadshow in Lincoln, Nebraska on May 11.  The Society is here to support you and 

barbershop chapters.  Great to be here, back in his home-town.   

Minutes of Fall HOD meeting, have been posted on the District web site.  Motion made to 

approve the minutes.  Minutes approved unanimously.  Consent Calendar was also posted on 

the CSD web site.  There are currently several vacancies on the Program Administration Team 

including Chapter Chorus Development, Membership Development, and Youth Outreach.  

Information on these areas can often be found on the Society web site.  A couple slides showing 

district and chapter support of Harmony Foundation were shown.  Secretary Fuerniss noted 

that it is important for chapters to keep their information on Member Center updated.  

Tutorials are available on Member Center.  Motion was made to accept the Consent Calendar 

as posted.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Treasurer’s Report.  Financial Reports were posted on the District 

web site.   

• Final Fall Convention, 2018 (Profit & Loss Fall Convention)  Net income was minus 

$24,584.94.  Surprised with an invoice from the St Charles Convention Center shortly 
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after the first of the year for $20,000.  Hopefully with this and future conventions we 

can build our bottom line back up. 

• Annual Financial Report 2018 (Profit & Loss Year End) Total Income for the year was 

$106,278.48; total expenses of $100,421.32.  At the end of the year, we were in the 

black $4,570.79.  If we would have received the invoice from St. Charles Convention 

Center before the end of the year, we would have been in the red at the end of 2018.   

• 2018 Balance Sheet.  Balance Sheet for 2019 (sic).  Assets include checking account, 

Bank of Doniphan, money market account, certificate of deposit, totaling $70,973.36.  A 

few years ago, assets were over $120,000.   

• 2019 Budget, approved by House of Delegates, Fall 2018, shows $1,035.00 in the black. 

• Actual vs Budget January 1, 2019 through March 2019.  (March Income & Expenses 

Detail) For the first quarter of this year, income so far for first three months is 

$21,724.68.  Expenses, including the $20,000, are $36,002.91.  Resulting in minus 

$14,914.05 for the first quarter in 2019.  Spring convention income and district dues will 

offset some of this.  

Treasurer Warrick moved that we accept the Treasurer’s Report pending a financial review.  

Motion passed unanimously.  

Treasurer Warrick reported that the IRS 990EZ form has been filed with the IRS; the 2018 

financial review has been completed.  Both have been uploaded to the BHS Member Center 

site.   Warrick segued to state the current Society financial review form asks for account 

numbers which he feels is an invasion of privacy.  Nobody but the chapter treasurer needs to 

know account numbers.  Warrick suggests writing “nondisclosure” when asked for account 

numbers. 

“My Wild Irish Rose”  Jeff Veteto   

District Business Plan.  Schuetz:  The CSD Business Plan was approved last fall.  We will be using 

a goal tracking system to keep track of our progress on goals listed on the business plan.  This 

tracking system is currently being used by the South Central Kansas Chapter. “A goal without a 

plan is just a wish”.  Our goal/plan is to have quarterly check-ins with each of the teams to 

monitor our progress.   

State Vice President Goals: 

• Kansas:  Mike Shepherd encouraged chapters to participate in the chapter presidents’ 

conference calls to help share information among chapters. 

• Iowa: Lyle Schwery reported about 80% of Iowa chapters participating in the monthly 

conference calls.  An opportunity for chapters to share ideas and information.  Mason 
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City is hosting a mini Harmony College Midwest event, August 2 – 4.   A youth VLQ 

ensemble, “Who’s Counting,” performed recently on a Des Moines show.   

• Nebraska:  Dave Montgomery:  Floods have impacted some of the eastern Nebraska 

chapters.  Encouraged chapters to participate in conference calls.  Trying to update 

contact information.  Don Fuson will present an Everyone In Harmony 

roadshow/workshop in Lincoln in a couple weeks.   

• Missouri/Arkansas:  Paul Fuhrmann, absent 

• South Dakota:  position vacant 

Chapter Advocates 

Brett Randolph,  Chapter Support and Leadership Training V.P.  Chapter Advocate program 

was started in 2018, initially with state vice presidents serving as the chapter advocates.  

Chapter Advocates establish a relationship with chapter leaders, offering an outside perspective 

assisting chapters to be the best chapter they wish to be, whether a competitive chorus chapter 

or a social chapter. There are three chapter advocates in Kansas, four in Nebraska, two in Iowa 

and one in Missouri/Arkansas.  We’re looking for more advocates particularly for Iowa and 

Missouri/Arkansas.  Training is available.  Class schedules at Leadership Academy have been 

adjusted and course offerings expanded to allow greater participation in LA/HEP offerings.  

Randolph encouraged chapters to send current and potential chapter 

leaders to Leadership next year.  Dates have been set for February 8 – 9, 

2020 in St. Joseph, MO.  Registration links on the District web site will be 

ready in October.  Urged chapters to send him input as to what classes 

chapters would like to see offered.  

Program Administration Team vacancies 

Duane Lawson said there are currently vacancies for Chapter Director Development, Youth 

Outreach, Membership on Program Administration Team.  Impressed with members on the 

Program Administration Team (PAT).  Encouraged chapters to contact members of the PAT with 

their concerns.  We’re here to serve you.  Referred delegates to reports in the Consent 

Calendar.  There will be a web cast of the quartet contest tomorrow and Saturday.  We’re 

working on an electronic version of the Serenade.  Contact CSD Marketing and P.R. Vice 

President, Michael Pommier to help promote your chapter show after it has been cleared with 

the District Secretary.  Several chapters have hosted youth events.  There will be three youth 

quartets with members representing the Central States District going to International this July.  

We did not have a junior quartet at last Mid-Winter.  A junior 

chorus with members from three Nebraska high schools performed 

at Midwinter and received a Superior rating.  Michael Pommier 

added the web cast of the quartet contest is being broadcast live 
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via CSD Facebook page.  John Marshall suggested adding a link to the Facebook page on the 

CSD web site.  Pommier hopes to get some budget money allocated for advertising for CSD 

evens, conventions, LA, HEP, and other CSD events with Facebook.  Lawson complemented the 

Events team for getting future convention sites lined up and to Brad Randolph and Jeff Veteto 

for LA and HEP schools.   

History Report.  Tom Schuelin presented his report at the Board of Directors meeting.   

Digitizing current and archived materials/displays is cost prohibitive.  How do we transition into 

the digital age with our historical materials?   

“Hello Mary Lou” Jeff Veteto   

Announcements 

John Marshall invited everyone to the annual Cookie Festival held in Iowa City.   

HEP School, Jeff Veteto.  Had our 5th HEP, around 100 or so signees.  Great faculty.  Different 

demographic this year, only one mixed quartet.  This was the first time we 

broke even or a smidge better.  Had three choruses.  We are planning to 

have a joint HEB/LA in St. Joseph, MO again next year.  Mason City Chapter 

is hosting a Harmony College West, August 2 – 4, 2019. Kiser pointed out 

that coaching available at HEP improves quartets and choruses.   

Contest & Judging:  Carter Combs.   

• Combs recruited those not competing in a chorus tomorrow to be in the everyman mic 

tester chorus.  We will meet someplace at 9:30 a.m. tomorrow.   

• This fall is CSD’s turn to send a qualifying senor chorus to Mid-winter next January in 

Jacksonville.  The top scoring senior chorus, with a score above 60, at the fall convention 

will be our district representative.  After this year, all districts will compete to send 

senior choruses to Mid-winter. 

• We have been adding mixed quartets to our contests, no mixed choruses yet.   How is 

CSD going to handle Everyone In Harmony going forward?  Our board has approved fully 

incorporating Everyone In Harmony concepts into our contest structures.  Which means 

we will be seeing more and more opportunities for mixed quartets and choruses.  We 

already have several chapters who have not been coming to competitions just because 

they have females in their chorus.  By making this change we can now allow these 

choruses to come and participate.  We will put mixed quartets and mixed choruses into 

the normal flow of the contest competition.  It could very well happen that the District 

quartet champion would be a mixed quartet, or even an all female quartet.  Any four 

people, regardless of gender, will be able to compete in our District quartet 
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championship.  We will still recognize the best male quartet, and best mixed quartet, 

best female quartet, and in addition the overall quartet champion.  We want to be sure 

we are all inclusive.  This is for District level contests.  International prelims are still in 

discussion by Society Contest and Judging Community.  This summer is still all men.  

After this point they may announce a change.  We will abide by whatever changes the 

Society makes for International Prelims.    

Carter Combs closed the meeting with “Keep the Whole World Singing.”   

Meeting adjourned at 1:26 p.m. 

 

_____________________________   __________________________ 

Mark Fuerniss      Chad Schuetz 

CSD Secretary      CSD President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


