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HALF A MILLION MILES OF ME L 0 DY I N MI D - AME RI CA 

THE SADDEST WORDS OF TONGUE OR PEN 
CSA QUARTETS DIDN'T PLACE IN FIRST TEN 

BY DAN JACOBSON 
The above caption poses a m ystery 

as to why one o f these three fine quartets 
failed to qualify in the final ten. We will 
concede the Buc caneers and Nubbins did 
make the twenty, a little consolation 
can be gained from this success. From 
row eleven and scat fifteen , the Buccaneers , 
Hawkeye Four and Nubbins sounded and 
looked like contenders for at least a 
medali st spot. 

In case you haven't heard , "The Evans 
Brothers" of Salt Lake City , Utah, we re 
crowned champions. This writer checked 
them number one , too , but felt that they 
were a liule short of their usual top per
formance. This quartet presents a frontal 
delivery , stand erect and are well drilled 
in all their actions . They are easy to look 
·at a nd listen to . 

"The Town and Country" quartet o f 
Pittsburgh. Pa. were rated second. This 
quartet was solid and produced pleasing 
harmony. 

There arc always surprises, one being 
the third place winner, "The Colonia ls" 
from E:ist Liverpool , Ohio . Their cos tu mes 
were as close 10 the Colonia l Period as one 
could imagine , including powdered wigs . 
They were striking in both appearance and 
sin~1n~ . 

The fourth quartet, as designated by the 
1udgcs was "The Saints" of South Bay, 
Calif. They too, were part of the surprise 
package. This was an excellent quartet 
with a Im of polish in good singing and 
stage presence. 

Fifth place went to "The Bay Town 
Four" from Berkley , Calif. At C hleago , 
last year, they proved to have plenty co 
give the top qua rtets excellent competition. 

In sixth place, but not in the medalist 
g roup we re "The Nighthawks" from 
London , Ontario , Canada . Observation 
revealed a Jack o f stage presence and 
shading , but how they could blast a song 
and wind up with a super-duper tag! The 
audience was severely tested in holding 
applause aml b ravos until they finished . 

Next came "The Sun Tones" from 
Miami, Fla ., follo wed by "The Four 
Renegades " o f Gary , Ind. and "The Easte r
na ircs" o f Jersey City , N. J. "The PJay-

tonics .. , o f Tea Neck, N. J. , were riding 
on each others coattails--your Harmonier 
will give the order of their finish . The 
"llarmony Ha wks" gave a good account of 
themselves in the chorus contest, They 
performed like champions but here again , 
hy a few slender points - we suppose they 
were nosed out. In our row, spectator 
judges had them in top contention. 

To those who have not heard as yet 
.. The Alamo Heights" chorus o f San Antonio , 
Texas, were crowned champs . In Chicago 
last year, they thrilled the audience more 
than thls yea r. Second place went to "The 
Far Western Champs" o f Berkley , Calif. -
no dispute with the judges on this decision. 

From thls point, we feel "The Harmony 
llawks" should have had a spot. Look your 
"Harmonizer" o ver carefully In the next 
issue. You will see some very interesting 
costumes. The chorw comest reveals 
Barbershop Q.iartet Music has elevated 
group singing to a fine art. I t is doubtful 
that any professional chorus can touch the 
Society' s Choruses. 

One final word - if you can' t be a t 
~iladelphia next yea r - don't miss K. C. , 
Mo . in ' 62 . 

OMAHA NEXT 
Up Ak-Sar-Ben way Omaha barber

shoppers are wasting no time gerting our 
1960 Distnct Contest plans ro lling. The 
contest is scheduled for the weekend of 
October 7- 9 with all activities to take 
place at the Sheraton- Fontanelle Hotel 
and the Auditorium Music Hall. The two 
arc only three blocks apart so this will be 
a "walking- distance" contest. 

Co-chairme n for the event are Bill 
Graha m a nd Chet Sto linski. Departmental 
chairmen are: Bob Bolsinger, program 
ads; Chet Arnett , publici ty; Bob Groat, 
tickets: Frank Holm , afterglo w; Harold 
Deadman , stage; orville Roecker. hospital-
11y; and Darryl Couch, ushers. 

We ' ll have all particulars in the SERE
NA DE to be mailed early in September. 
For questions that ma y come up in the 
1ntcnrn , Ak - Sar-Ben hai a contest head
quartt:rs address o f 200 Service Life Building , 
Om;iha 2 . 

I BARBERSHOPPERS SEE OOUBLEHEADER: 
FOX, PITCHHIKERS ON NETWORK 

Some 150 Central States ba rber.shoppers 
attended the Memorial Day doubleheader 
in Kansas City, the guests of the A's gaso
line sponsor. SKELLODIAN bass, Walt 
Lammers, made all arrangements with Ed 
Birr as his liaison. And barbershoppers 
from all over Kansas a nd Missouri, includ
ing big contingents from Topeka and 
Springfield , saw the A's win two. 

During the course o f the afternoon the 
FOUR PITCHHIKERS sang over the netwo rk 
and from the top of the A's dugout. Chet 
Fox told our story as he was Interviewed by 
the sportscasters. 

A mike was dropped down over section 
22 and between innings barbershop was 
beamed to the fans. The netwo rk picked 
up ··1 Want a Girl," as Don Webb, Heart 
o f America director, put the fellows 
through their paces. 

After the first game, most o f the 
barbershoppers assembled retired to the 
Kansas Citian hote l for a snack and after
g lo w. 

le was a g reat day for barbershopping 
and we 're deeply indebted to Walt and 
his company for arranging for it, and 
standing the cost fo r some $500 worth o f 
box seats. What better combination than 
the great American s1xm and the great 
Amencan music? Let's do ll again. 

YE OLDE TYMERS DISBANDING 
Ye Olde Tymers Chapte( o f St. Louis 

is disbanding. We lose a chapter but not 
the membe rs. St. Louis #1 's FANFARE 
lists many transfer members, among them 
International pasts President Dr. No rman 
Rathert and Secretary- Treasurer Joe 
Wodicka, 

The nation's businessmen heard St. Louis 
barbershoppers during the JCC's convention 
soiourn to Grant's Farm. And the HARD 
WAY FOUR did a three- night stand at the 
St. Mary Magdalene Show. 

Let the rest of the distric t be warned. 
Last year St. Louis IH won the award for 
the greatest increas~ in membership. If 
you have in mind dethroning them , keep 
at it; they' re rolling again- -rapidly. 
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KANSAS CITY A WARD TO PERCY FRANKS 
Percy Franks received che annual 

Achievement Award of the Heart of Amer
ica chapter. He started barbershopping at 
Chicago in 1941 and has been a member 
of the Kansas City chapce r since 1943. 
For some time he was the bass of the 
V AUDEVILLEINS. 

Speaking of vaudeville , Pere saw much 
of it from the pit as a piano player. And 
his honky-tonk piano, with makes- you
want-to-tap-your- feet routines, has been 
heard very regularly on midwest parades. 
In addition, Pere has been a perennial 
member of cha pter show committees. 

The presentation of the plaque was made 
at Kansas City's Ladies' Night banquet by 
Frank Leone, master of ceremonies. The 
banquet itself was one of Kansas City's 
finest, thanks to Woody Stubblebine and 
his committee. 

FINEST PIECE SUNG BY RIVER CITY MEESE 
The NOVATONES, Mason City 's Moose 

quartet, walked off with first place in che 
barbershop quartet contest at the recent 
Moose convention in Chicago. 

River Citians presented official Recog
nition Certificates to three radio stations , 
a television station, and thelr newspaper 
in appreciationof their cooperation. These 
certificates are avail.ible to news media in 
your area but evidence of the cooperation 
is required. Your officers have the infor
mation. River Citians presented theirs at 
their banquet last month. 

July 3 they opened the holiday festivities 
at Clear Lake. On July 25 they'll picnic 
at CleJ.r Lake and plans are underway for 
an area jubilee in August. 

RIDER IS MIP OF DE- MOINAIRES 
Glenn Rider was named "Mr. Barber

sbopper of 1960" by his chapter mares at 
Des Moines. A charter member, he now 
has the uaveling plaque and the gratitude 
of all Des Moines barbersho ppers . 

After much deliberation the cha pter has 
named its chorus the DE- MOINA1RES. 
And that's the way it will appear on the 
program for the eontest at Omaha. 

In the past activities department the 
chapter held its annual picnic on June 10 
at Clive State Park . And they presented 
Mrs. Len Gallagher with a dozen roses in 
appreciation of the fine arrangements she 
presented to the chorus during the past 
year. And the annual presentation to the 
YMCA Boy's Home was in the amount of 
$1350 this year. 

As to future activities, the DE-

Member : Association of Bulletin Editors 

MOINAIRES will make their annual appear
ance at the Sylvan Theater community 
sing on July 17. 

Lead Don Rife has been e lecced cha pter 
president for the coming year. And secre
tary Joe Elstner is going to be just as 
tho rough and as helpful to us as was his 
predecessor, Hugh Groom. 

HERB WALL RE-ELECTED TO 
THE INTERNATIONAL BOARD 

~ !f. Pf \ 

:: J •• -- ' 

Congratulations ro 
Herb for again being 
honored with the posi
tion on thelnternation
al Board. 

Central States Dis
trict is well represented 
on the Int'l. Board with 
two members. 

CARNIVAL COLORS FOR PIKES PEAK 
Fancy vests, loud sport coats, gay hats, 

and ties that yelled--that was the uniform 
as Colorado Springs barbershoppers appeared 
on the '"Harmony Circus" at Manitou High 
School. The show was sponsored by the 
Sweet Adelines. 

AROUND THE WORLD IN 80 SECONDS 
Mid-Atlantic is working out a program 

of permanent parade clearances to make 
it simpler for chapters to make long-range 
commitments on quartets and auditoriums 
..• . Up Michigan one of the chapters just 
s!xmsored its fourth annual barbershop 
octet contest, , , , Recently 70 Canadian 
barbershoppers aviated to a visitation in 
pittsburgh with a royal motorcade from 
the airport •••• Minneapolis gave $4000 to 
a hospital, after a successful parade • •.. 
San Gabriel's Haywire Orchesua of 
barbersho ppers sent $100 to the e xpansion 
fund, more than many a chapter .. • Johnny 
Appleseed gives several chapter achieve
menc awards, dividing it according to city 
population .. • . The Chautauqua show this 
year will include the EVANS QUARTET, 
TOWN & COUNTRY FOUR, and NOTE
CRACKERS .•. The champion CHORDS MEN 
CHORUS has section rehearsals •• •. The 
llcensed chapter at Anchorage, Alaska , 
had 17 members as of April 30 ...• Harlan 
Wilson, baritoneofthe Finalist SUNTONES, 
joined the quartet just two weeks before 
the Sunshine District Preliminaries •... The 
Newport Harbor chapter in southern 
Cali.fomia publicized its show in high 
fashion, from a high-flying balloon. 

Prairie Village, Kans 

DISTRICT EXPANSION FUND PAYMENTS 

Chapte r 
Paid 

Q..iota Pledged 5/ 31 / 60 

Boulde r 
Colorado Springs 
Denver 
Longmont 
Pueblo r> 
Buena Vista 
Burlington 
Cedar Rapids 
Clinton 
Davenport 
Des Moines 
Dubuque 
Elkader 
Kossuth Countyr> 
Le Mars 
!l.1aquoketa 
Mason City 
Spencer 
Switzerland of 

Iowa r> 
Waterloo-Cedar 

Falls 
Fort Dodge r> 
Abilene 
Cloud County 
Flint Hills r> 
Iola 
Lawrence (*) 

Liberal r> 
Manhattan r> 
Nojoco r> 
Ottawa 
Pittsburg 
Ulysses 
Smith Center 
Topeka 
Wichita 
Clayton 
Columbia 
Hermann 
Florissant 

$240 
390 
550 
320 
220 
210 
280 
600 
360 
340 
810 
420 
300 
320 
380 
320 
460 
700 

260 

420 
270 
320 
310 
220 
360 
280 
250 
260 
360 
280 
280 
220 
340 
680 

lllO 
550 
320 
200 

Valley r> 280 
Independence 250 
Kansas City 1150 
St. Joseph (•) 380 
St . Louis 1#1 460 
Springfield 580 
Ye Olde Tymers 450 
Alliance 500 
Lincoln 280 
North Platte 270 
Omaha 560 
Viborg 400 

$250 
408 
587 
100 

50 
330 
600 
330 
355 
965 
180 

60 

510 
950 

466 

320 
320 

280 

550 
839 
200 
109 

92 

20 

1655 
380 
320 
800 
180 

60 
50 
20 

(*) Chartered a ftcr program begun 

$ 50 
328 
587 
100 

50 
330 
360 
1.:32 

15 
965 
180 
60 

276 
600 

236 

75 
128 

56 

178 
514 
200 
109 

92 

20 

1425 
180 
320 
645 
180 

60 
50 
20 

Blanks indicate no pledge or nothing paid 
On lvlay 31, CSA stood last among districts 
as to "lo of quota paid. 



HERE CO MES HANSON 
DICK, THAT IS 

Attending an International Contest is 
one of the most memorable phases of 
barbershopping. It is hard to describe the 
thrill of seeing a quartet stand on the 
stage after being dec lared International 
Champions and receive a standing ovation 
from the audience. It is hard to describe 
the thrill of hearing a three o r four lhou
sand voice chorus singing the old chestnuts 
under the direction o f some of the greatest 
song- leaders in ou r Society. It is hard to 
describe the feeling you experience when 
renewing frien dships with persons from 
other parts of the country whom you 
haven't seen since the last convention you 
attended . It is even harder to describe 
the feelings you experience when you are 
a competitor in an inte rnational Contest. 
I'm sure I speak not only for the Cedar 
Rapids HARMONY HAWKS but for the 
BUCCANEERS , the HA WK EYE FOUR, and 
the NUBBINS as we ll. 

It is a feeling enti re ly different from 
taking part in a chapter parade, or singing 
at a large community gathering , o r even 
at a District or a Regional Contest. You 
suddenly realize this is the Wo rld Series, 
the National Open. or the Gold Cup Play
off. No matter how hard you try . you can't 
suppress the excitement that builds up in 
you until that moment when you walk out 
on the stage. The strongest voice suddenly 
developes a quiver--the strongest legs 
suddenly start shaking--the clearest thinker 
developes amnesia--the ruddiest com
plexion turns white as a ghost--the whitest 
complexion turns red as a brick- - mouths 

' and throats get dry--your blood starts to 
pound--xou say lo yourself , "I wish I 
were anyplace but here! "--and then the 
director walks out on the stage . The 
applause sends sh.Ivers up your back and all 
your apprehensions are forgotten a s the 
pitch- piper sounds an E Oat. Miracu
lously you get through the two songs and 
get off the stage. 

A feeli ng of relief floods over you and 
you think , "Boy that we nt pretty good.·· 
The other choruses fini sh and then comes 
the worst part of a ll--the agony of waiting 
for the judges decision . After an endless 
period the emcee makes the announce
ment and you're either walking twelve 
feet rail o r you 're saying. "We ll, hack to 

the rehearsal room " . It's real hard to 
describe in words but not one o f us would 
uade it for anything . 

The HARMONY HAWK S arrived in 
Dallas at many different ti mes. For 
various reasons , it was impossible to travel 
as a group as we have in the past . Harold 
Miller, Chapter President, Ken Vogel , 
Cha pter Secretary , and Larry Pavik and 
his wife , Libby . were in a train wreck in 
El Reno , Oklahoma . (An erroneous report 
swept the convention that the enti re 
chorus was on the train.) Fo rtunate ly 
none of the four was hurt but they we re 
shaken up pretty badly. 

On Friday e vening the chorus had 
dinner together, then went to a rehearsal 

room where Len made a few announcements 
and then we went through the contest num
bers to keep loose. On Saturday at 8:20 
AM we practised our entrance and exit on 
the stage of the auditorium and then went 
to the hotel for a last musical rehearsal. 
It lasted from nine to eleven o'clock . 
Chet Fox was present and gave us a little 
pep talk. After a bowl of soup and some 
blackcoffee, we returned to the auditorium 
for the big event. 

We sang in the number two position 
and immediately after corning off the stage 
we were hustled to the recording studio. 
We recorded two numbers- - "The 23rd 
Psalm" and "Love Me and the World Is 
Mine"--to be used if we were a Medalist 
Chorus. We didn't use "The 23rd Psalm" 
in the contest. "Ale·xander's Ragtime 
Band" was our second number but it is 
a lready recorded. We also bad our picture 
taken and then we were free to listen to 

the last eight choruses sing. 
I'm sure you know who the Medalist 

Choruses are so I won' t repeat their names. 
The THOROBREDS CHORUS from Louis
ville, Kentucky, were sixth and we came 
in seventh. We felt our performance was 
the best we have ever presented in a 
contest. The singing and mechanical 
errors were kept to a minimum and we 
were pretty elated as we returned to the 
dressing room. Seventh place is a tribute 
to the caliber of the singing of the other 
choruses and we feel it was one whale of 
a contest, I 'm sure you will agree when 
you hear the record. It is disappointing 
not to win, but there is always next time 
and we belong to this organization to sing 
and to have fun. 

I was in the lobby of the Adolphus 
Hotel when the JUBIL-AIRES CHORUS 
from Fairfax, Virginia, arrived. They 
traveled to the contest in two chartered 
buses and entered the lobby with a tuba 
and a cornet in front and with everyone 
singing, "When the Saints Come Marching 
In , We'll All Be There From Fairfax." 

The International Staff was always 
present in the Registration Room and Bob 
Hafer never ceases to amaze me with 
his remarkable memory . He not only 
calls everyone by name but remembers 
where he is from and what his current 
office is in the Society . . .. I attended the 
judges meeting on Thursday and the 
PROBE meeting on Friday. Space won't 
allow me to give you a report at this time 
but I have been asked to write about them 
in future issues. 

I'd like to pick a couple of quartets for 
everyone to watch in the future. The first 
is the NIGHTHAWKS from London, 
Onta rio. They were sixth place Finalists 
in the contest and everyone was completely 
captivated by the big sound of this group. 
They are similar to the HA WK EYE FOUR 
in that, they started their songs loud and 
then for contrast, got louder. It is the 
kind of sound that every barbershoppe r 
likes to hear--big, loud, rich , ringing 

cho rds. This is a group that will bring 
down the house at any pa rade. I rully 
ti ke them I I The other group are the SUN 
TONES from Miami, Florida. They also 
have a big barbershop sound a nd their 
personnel made all the females in the 
audience sit right up on the front of their 
seats . They too were Finalists, eighth 
place in the contest and I would recom
mend them for a pa rade also. Both are 
good crowd- pleasing quartets. 

The Central States Dimict can be 
extremely proud of the NUBBINS, the 
BUCCANEERS , and the HAWKEYE FOUR. 
Their performances in the contest were 
very well done a nd were a credit to our 
District. Two of them became Serni
Finalists and this is quite an accomplish
ment when you consider they were con
peting against the best in our Society. 

The best show of the entire convention 
was presented by Chet Fox and the other 
District Officers in the Central States 
Hospitali ty Room on Saturday evening . 
Over twenty o f the quartets who competed 
were invited and each presented two or 
three numbers. It started about twelve 
o'clock and broke up about four-thiny. 
Coffee and do- nuts were available and it 
was a most enjoyable part of the conven
tion. 

The HARMONY HAWKS encountered 
more train- trouble on the way home. The 
pullman car we were in developed a flat 
wheel and the car was removed from the 
train. We traveled the rest of the way in 
the only a ccommodations available--the 
club car. Soon after that, fire broke out 
between the club car and the diner. It 
was quickly extinguished however. As 
if that weren't enough , the air-conditioning 
unit broke down and soon after that the 
water main broke. Some trip! 

Thelma and Ray Niblo traveled both to 
and from the convention with the HAR
MONY HAWKS and in spite of the trans
portation problems, we had a lot of fun 
si nging , eating , and playing cards. 

More next issue. I've enjoyed writing 
this and hope you get some enjoyment out 
of reading it. So long for now and Happy 
Singing. 

PROBE ELECTS HANSON 
Dick Hanson, CSA PR Chairma n, was 

e lected vice president of PROBE at the 
Dallas International meeting. He will 
assume his position Jan. 1, 1960. Dick is 
the immediate past president of the Cedar 
Rapids chapter, insti tuted a cha pter 
bulletin while in that office, is a c.indidate 
judge, and serves the perennial district 
champion HARMONY HAWKS as assistant 
director. 

And in this issue Dick becomes our first 
Contributing Edi tor. 

"CHURCH CHOIR" GUEST NIGHT 
June 21st the Omaha chapter entertained 

as guests their church choir member 
friends, ve ry naturally since choms 
di rec tor George Boand is himself a choir 
director. 
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DOC KNOWLAND TOP TOPEKA SELLER 
Dr. Phil Know land, ENCHORDS bass, 

topped the ticket sellers for Topeka's 
parade, one of the best in the midwest this 
year. In third place, behind Buck Buch
anan, was his quarteunate, Bill Adams. 
Bill underwent major surgery in June but 
was recuperating well at home at. the last 
report. 

Bob Steiner deserves a slap on the back. 
His WEAKLY MOANING GAZETTE is a 
weekly bulletin and he never misses. 

CONNETT RESIGNS 
Floyd Connett, whose activities as field 

representative of Harmony Hall a re famil
iar in all areas of CSA, has resigned from 
that position. As the first fi eld represent
ative Floyd did a mighty fine job of taking 
the suggestions of our leaders to individual 
areas and chapters , combining these 
thoughts with his own talents. 

During his travels, Floyd made several 
swings through CSA and many of our chap
ters will be forever grateful for the help 
he gave the m. 
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FLORISSA NT TAKES IN WASHING 
Florissant Valley supplemented the 

chapter treasury by se tting up a car wash 
on a warm Saturday in June. They had all 
they could handle as 48 autos we re run 
through the spicking and spanning . 

July 8-10 was set up as the annual St. 
Louis a rea fishing and barbershopping week
end, unique in that no fishing is allowed. 
As pure pleasure goes, we understand that 
nobody but nobody ever came up with a 
better idea than this one. Suburban 
(Clayton) chapter is the sponsor. 

The FV picnic will be at Emerson Park 
on Sunday, August 7. 

The chapter is meeting on Thursdays at 
the Cornucopia Lounge, St. Francois at 
Clark, in Florissant. 

PITCHIKERS ARE JUBILEE REGULARS 
Springfield's FOUR PITCHIKERS will get 

a few welcome weeks at home during the 
next couple of months . Beginning with 
the July 2 show , they have been regulars 
on the "Jubilee, U.S. A.'' show. 

It is televised eve ry Saturday on ABC 
and the show originates in downtown 
Springfield. 

JOHN B. CULLEN SUCCEEDS JALVING 
John B. Cullen of Chevy Chase, Mary

land , is the new Society president , suc
ceeding Clarence Jalving. He is a 
Washington attorney and a member of the 
District of Columbia chapter. Vice Pre
sidents are Lou Laurel, John Ward, Rudy 
Hart, and Wayne Foor. George Chamblin 
succeeds Hart as treasurer. 

HAPPY CHANGE FOR GAY BLADES 
St. Joseph's GAY BLADES are no more . 

With the sociable , up- to -date beverage 
now their sponsor, the fellows have become 
the SOCIABLES. 

Members of the quartet a re as were , and 
Dr. Tom Taylor, 1810- 1/ 2 south 20th 
Street, is still the QCM. 


