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Conventions Are Not All Fun and Games! 

The CSD Boord at work . 

Minutes of the 
Central States District 

Board Meeting 

FRIDAY, APRIL27, 1979, l:OOPM 

RAMADA INN MOTEL, 
ST. JOSEPH, MJSSOURI 

The meeting was brought to order at 
1 :00 PM with the singing of ·'The Old 
Songs". directed by Don Farrell. Randy 
Aitchison moved that the minutes of the 
October 27, 1978 Board Meeting at Kansas 
City. Missouri be approved as mailed out 
by the District Secretary. Cullers second· 
ed. a nd the motion carried. 

Reports of Officers and CommJttees 

Eastern Iowa Division: Randy Aitchison 
reported that the division is generally 
healthy with a few minor exceptions. A 
new chapter, Black Hawk Metro, Water
loo, Iowa was licensed in December 1978. 
they now have 35 members and will Chart
e r 23 June 1979. 

The Burlington. Iowa chapter has l 7 
members and have been on Associate 
Status since October 1976. District efforts 
over the past three years to help this 
chapter have been fruitless. 

Only four of the thirteen Division 
chapters have s hown membership increase 
since 1 January 1979. They are: Black 
Hawk Metro. Centerville. Iowa City and 
Marshalltown. Iowa City and Marshall
town being the most creative and musical
ly progressive chapters of the past year. 

Missouri Division : Dick Cullers reported 
that the Division has two chapters on 
Associate Status - Harrisonvi lle and 
Columbia. Harrisonville has a new Director 
and their fu ture appears brighter . Further 
work is planned to help both chapters get 
off Associate Status. The North Kansas 
City chapter has turned in its Charter but 
even with this loss the Division has realized 
an overall gain of seven members in the 
last year. 

Extension work is planned for Jackson 
which bas sixteen men singing . Mount 
Vernon and Branson. Dave LeBar and 
Dave Stevens are scheduled in the Division 
during May and August respectively. 

Kansas Division : Bob Swenson reports 
that the highlight of the first quarter's 
activities was the March 10 Division Con
test in McPherson , with nine Choruses 
and eleven Quartets competing. 

There are five chapters on Associate 
Sta tus - Cocordia, Leave nworth, Salina, 
Emporia and Topeka. Topeka should not be 
on this status because me mbers were re
portedly dropped but had not. Efforts are 
being directed to improve the Associate 
Status situation. Area Counselors are 
working we ll. 

Membership has dropped by e ighteen. 
believed primarily due to concentration 
on Division Contest and Chapter Shows 
rather than recruitment. Chapters are now 
having open houses with good success. 

Nebraska-South Dakota Division: Win
ston Ras hleigh reports the membership 
has increased by thirty four during the first 
quarter; of this number, seventeen were at 
Milbank, South Dakota which Chartered 7 
April 1979, and fourteen were at Water
town, S.D. 

Viborg, Wate rtown and Brookings , 
South Dakota are on Associate Status. 
With the help of AC Mark Marion, Water
town is showing new life. AC Del Mitchell 
has resigned and the position has not been 
filled at this time. 

Communicalion is a problem - it is 
believed that Chapters are doing better 
than the reporting indicates. An atte mpt 
will be made to encou rage proper report
ing . 

Western Iowa Division: Dale DeWaay 
reports the Division has realized twenty 
one new members in 1979. Many open 
houses were scheduled but were not 
successful because of extremely bad 
weather. 

The Chater at Forest City has hung up 
the pitch pipe. Chapte rs at LeMars and 
Sheldon are on Associate Status with 
efforts being made to increase their mem
bership. 

The February Barbershop Festival in 
Sioux City with Dave Stevens was a 
financial and musical success. Fort Dodge 
will host the Festival next winter . Dave 
LeBar wilJ be in Storm Lake 23 May 1979 
and a campout is planned for sometime 
this summer. 

Dick Cullers moved that the Financial 
Report be accepted, motion carried . 

Financial Audit Report: Treasurer 
Moffitt presented the Audit Report as pre
pared by Auditor Ron Morden for exami
nation of the 1978 District Financial Re
c<;>rds. The following paragraph is an ex
cerpt from the re port: 

" My examination did not reveal any 
material misclassifications or misstate
ments and as such. I feel that the financial 
statements as presented to the board do 
properly present the financial condition 
of the District at December 31, 1978 and 
the results of its operations for the year 
then ended ." 
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Execudve Vice President's Report: Mike 
Hines reported that March 31, 1979 mem
bership was 2576 for a loss of 21 since 
March 31. 1978, and much work is needed 
in the areas of retention and extension. At 
present there are thirteen chapters on 
Associate Status. Division Officer reports 
and Area Counselor reports indicate that 
visits are not being made to the chapters. 
Preside nt Easter has asked that AC's make 
at least two visits per quarter, either by 
phone or in person, and that these visits 
be reported on Activity Reports. During 
the first quarter there were eighteen 
chapters which received no reported DO 
or AC visits. That number should be re
duced to zero for the second quarter. 

For chapter achievement only six 
chapters placed in the upper 10% of their 
plateaus and nineteen placed in the upper 
50% of their respective plateaus. This 
leaves thirty four chapters lagging behind 
in Chapter Achievement. 

The Chapter Membership Development 
Reports have been very disappointing, 
very few have been received. During the 
second quarter another letter will be sent 
to Chapter MVP's stressing their responsi
bility to report. It is necessary that an 
open house be held and reported by every 
chapter during the second quarter. 

EVP Hines further reported that no 
formal ethic's complaints have been re
ceived during the first quarter of 1979. 
However, he has been informed by several 
sources of a practice by a number of 
chapters which would cause some serious 
problems. The problem is that some chap· 
ters nave advertised, or have stated m 
news releases that the proceeds from their 
shows are contributed to the Institute of 
Logopedics, thus implying that the entire 
amount of show proceeds is so donated. If 
this is correct. fine , but if it is not. that is, 
if only a portion of the proceeds are 
donated to the Institute, a chapter could 
find itself in trouble for making false 
statements about Charitable Contri
butions. It should be understood that if 
only a part of the show proceeds go to 
the Harmony Foundation for the Institute. 
it be so stated in any advertising or pub
licity releases for their shows. 

District Music Education: Don Farrell 
reported that the February 17. 1979 Music 
School was considered a success although 
it was hoped the attendance would be 
better. A concern was expressed that very 
few Chorus Directors were enrolled. 

Dave LeBar and Dave Stevens are 
scheduled into the District. DVP's and 
Music people are asked to promote these 
visits as Area Seminar's to include several 
Chapters within an area. This is a great 
opportunity for Chapter inspiration and up
lifting. 

Each Division is encouraged to have 
some activity during the year, such as 
Festival. Music School, etc., designed for 
Joe Barbershopper. The DVP has responsi
bility to initiate such activity and the DME 
Chairman will assist in any way possible. 

District Chapters are strongly encour
aged to use the Music Team approach 
rather than an individual Music Man. 
Eastern Iowa Division is currently promot
ing this concept. Best example of the 
success of this program is any Inter-
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national Championship Chorus. 
Don expressed a need to encourage more 

Music Directors to attend Harmony Col
lege and other Music Schools. 

Conventions Committee: Paul Allen re
ported that the Districts share of the 1978 
Fall Convention proceeds from Kansas 
City amounted to S6,984.43. The 1979 
Preliminary Contest entries are fewer than 
in the past. Paul expressed a concern 
that for the past two years we have had no 
prelim entries, chorus or quartet, from the 
Kansas Divsion . 

Three chapters had shown interest in 
bidding the 1981 prelims but no bids were 
received. DVP's were asked to e ncourage 
chapters in their Divisions to bid on 
future conventions. 

Four additional judges lamps have been 
purchased to accommodate candidate 
judges. 

Service Committee: Harry Porter re
ported that total Logopedics receipts for 
1978 were $25,527.06 for an average of 
SI0.46 per member. Twenty Eight Chap
ters have qualified for the 1978 Harmony 
Foundation Award. A new Chapter, 
Centerville. Iowa was top qualifier with an 
average of S18.57 per member. No com
munication has been received regarding a 
Logpedics Spectacular in the District this 
year. 

We are in need of new Central States 
District Badges and design suggestions 
are requested. All suggestions should be 
submitted to Service Chairman Harry 
Porter. 

A shirt has been donated by Harry 
Porter, with Barbers hop embroidery by 
Cliff Pape, for the Lodopedics Raffle at the 
International Convention. 

All Chapters are encouraged to close 
their meetings with " We Sing That They 
Shall Speak" and recommend that the 
narration be used. 

long Range Planning: Ken Schroer 
reports that the Contest Study Com
mittee, Rules and Regulations Committee, 
District Music Education Committee are 
functioning and the work of these as well 
as other committees are essential toLong 
Range Planning. The challenge lies in 
establishing a goal then having the various 
committees work toward that goal. Ken 
announced that inputs are needed for the 
Contest Study Committee. 

International Boud Member's Report: 
Gil Lefholz reported no additions to his 
Mid-Winter Convention report as publish
ed in the March Serenade. An update had 
been received from Hugh Ingraham but 
since a member of the Executive Commit· 
tee, Merritt Auman, was present, he was 
asked to report further. 

Merritt reported that the Society is in 
a much better financial condition than 
2 or 3 years ago, and that Harmony Hall 
West is now turning a profit with SH) 
sq. ft. or space yet to rent. 

President Easter raised two questions: 
1) Is Harmony Hall West paid for? Answer: 
No, SS9,000.00 remains, with quarterly 
payments of SlS.000.00 budgeted for this 
year. This should liquidate all but about 
SIS,000.00 of this debt by the end of 1979. 
2) Is there a potential for dues increase in 
the near future? Answer: It has just been 
recommended to the Executive Committee 
that there be no dues increase in 1980, 

provided the financial condition continues 
as it now stands. 

Merritt further reported that it is es
sential that the membership be increased 
in order to help maintain the favorable 
financial condition we currently have. 

Old Business 

Music Award Proposal: Fred Wagaman 
presented the proposal and explained the 
details and conditions of the award. The 
general discussion that followed expressed 
concern that another award would de
crease the significance of the BOTY and 
Sam Cohen Awards. It was also expressed 
that the idea and guidelines were good 
and should be used in the selection of 
recipients for the existing awards. 

Gil Lefholz moved that we rescind the 
decision made by the board at the previous 
meeting regarding acceptance of the Music 
Award . Seconded by Aitchison, motion 
carried. 

Mike Hines moved that the board report 
to the House of Delegates on its previous 
action to accept the Music Award. plus 
its action today to rescind its acceptance, 
without recommendation to the House of 
Delegates. Seconded by Lefholz, motion 
carried. 

Service Award Proposal: Harry Porter 
presented the proposal and explained the 
details and conditions of the award. The 
discussion that followed indicated concern 
for increasing the Awards Budget and an 
additional award of this type might de
crease the significance of the current 
Harmony Foundation Awards. 

Gil Lefholz moved the award proposed 
not be accepted. Seconded by Hines, 
motion carried. 

Dick Cullers recommended that the 
Board give Fred Wagaman and Harry 
Porter a vote of confidence for their ideas 
and the work they have done on these 
proposed awards. The Board concurred. 

Dates for Chapter Ofllcer Training 
(C<>TSI Through 1983: Mike Hines report
ed that the following COTS dates have 
been scheduled at Breech Academy in 
Kansas City: 1979, Nov. 17 and 18; 1980, 
Nov. 22and 23; 1981, Nov. 21and22; 1982, 
Nov.20and21; 1983, Nov.19and20. 

Chapter Aaaoclate Status Review: 
President Easter presented the current 
Status: The year started with fifteen 
chapters on Associate Status; two chapters 
have decided not to continue as units in 
the Society, therefore one has turned in its 
Charter and the other will be doing so 
soon. The Society rules state that a chapter 
may remain on Associate Status for a 
period of twelve calendar months at which 
time, at the discretion of the District 
Board they could be extended for another 
six month period in order to bring their 
membership up to twenty five or more. If 
at the end of that time, they have not done 
that, they would be subject to further re· 
view with possible recommendation that 
their Charter be revoked as a member unit 
of the Society. 

Each DVP was asked to review the pro
gress of the chapters which have been on 
Associate Status more than twelve months 
and make recommendations as to which 
chapters we want to give more time to 
bring themselves up to twenty five mem-
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bcrs, or whether we want to recommend 
tha t their charter be turned in. 

The OVP's presented details and a 
thorough discussion on each Associate 
Status Chapter. 

Randy Aitchison moved to recommend 
that the Burling ton, Iowa Charter be 
pulled. motion died for lack of second. 

Dick Cullers moved to table any further 
action on Associate Status Chapters until 
1979 Summer Board Meeting, motion 
died for lack of secorad. 

Mike Hines moved that the District 
President write a letter to the Burlington. 
Iowa and the Lemars. Iowa Chapters 
informing them that the District Board 
will recommend revocation of their Chart
ers as of 7121179 unless they are off 
Associate Status by I hat time. Seconded by 
DeWaay , motion carried . 

Randy Aitchison moved that all other 
Chapters on Associa te Status be given.an 
additional six months, at which time their 
progress will be reviewed by the District 
Board. Seconded by Swenson, motion 
carried. 

New Bu.slness 

Resolution on DOTY and Sam Cohe n 
Award Qualifications: President Easter 
expressed a desire to get in writing a 
description of the BOTY and Sam Cohen 
awards which would state precisely what 
each award is. 

Mike Hines presented to President 
Easter a description of these awards pre
pared by C.V . " Pete" Peterson. General 
discussion revealed that there was in
sufficient time to properly assess this 
description and deve lop a proposal. 

Winston Rashlcig h moved that this mat
ter of determination of the criteria and 
selection of the Sam Cohen and BOTY 
Awards be tabled until the 1979 Summer 
Board Meeting. and further lhat the 
District President appoint a Committee 
and assign the task of setting quali.fication 
criteria and the selection committee. and 
provide the Board with a report at the 1979 
Summer Meeting. Seconded by Cullers, 
motion carried. 

Possible By-Laws Revision: President 
Easter requested that each Boa.rd Member 
closely review the By-Laws and if there 
arc any recommendations please do so in 
writing to the District President and to 
Dana Waterman, the Laws and Regula
tions Chairman. 

President Easter requested that Dana 
Waterman supply a copy of the curent 
By-laws to each Board Member. 

Contesl Structure Review: President 
Easter reported that there has been con
siderable dissatisfaction over the past 
few years regarding progress of contest 
participation in Central States District. 
The President proposed to appoint a com
mittee within the !Long Range Planning 
Group to look at possible revisions of our 
contest system and report to the 1979 
Summer Board Meeting. It was requested 
that any suggest ions or ideas be submitted 
in writing to the District President. 

Randy Aitchison presented some ideas 
for CSD Chorus Con test Re-Structuring. 

Resolution for Show Clearance: Winston 
Rashleigh moved that we rescind the 
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Central States District ruling on 200 mile 
restriction as it relates to Chapter Show 
Clearance, and that all other Show 
Clearance requirements remain the same. 
Seconded by DeWaay. motion carried. 

It s hould be noted that it is still required 
that all CSD Chapters obtain show date 
clearance from the District Secretary, and 
that no clearance will be granted which is 
in conflict with sclheduled District or Inter
national functions . Further, it is still re
quired that the Chapters submit the AP
PLICATION FOR SHOW CLEARANCE 
AND ASCAP LICENSE (Form 3016) 
along with the proper ASCAP Fee to the 
Dis trict Secretary. It is requested that the 
clearance for the s how date be obtained 
prior to hiring of show quartets in order to 
prevent any oversight regarding conflict 
with scheduled District or international 
functions. 

Resolution on Statements by Chapters 
on Logopedlcs Donations: President 
Easter reported that this subject had been 
discussed during the Executive Vice Presi
dents report. 

Lefholz moved that the District Presi
dent appoint Dana Waterman to review the 
legal aspects of Logopedic Donation State
me nts being used in Chapter Show Ad
vertisements and prepare a Statement of 
Recommendation to be published in the 
Sere nade. Seconded by Hines, motion 
carried. 

Formation of Area Counc.lls: President 
Easter reported tlhat there is an indication 
of interest from Nebraska-South Da.kota 
and Western Iowa Divisions for Area 
Councils. Some C hapters in the Missouri 
Division have had a successful Area Coun
cil with Chapters in the Illinois DistTict for 
a number of years. 

The idea is to promote interaction be
tween chapters o n an Area Council level 
throughout the District which would be 
beneficial to the Chapters involved and 
ultimate ly beneficial to the District and 
Society. 

Further study will be made and the 
results reported at the 1979 Summer Board 
meeting. 

Probe Requests Bety Funcllng: Preside nt 
Eas ter read a letter from PROBE President 
Harry Neuwirth explaining the request for 
Bulletin Editor of The Year award funding. 

Winston Rashmeigh moved that the 
matter be tabled until the 1979 Summer 
Board meeting at which time further 
investigation will have been completed. 
Seconded by Cullers. motion carried. 

1981 lntematlona.I Prellm Convention 
Bids: President Easter reported that · no 
bids have been received. Committee Chair· 
man Paul Allen agreed to work toward 
obtaining bids to be resented at the Fall 
Convention. 

Other: Ken Schroer presented a reso
lution regarding tlhe St. Louis Area Council 
bid for the 1983 International Convention 
and asked that the CSD Board members 
le nd their support to the St. Louis bid. 

Ken Schroer moved that the Board re
commend to the House of Delegates the 
adoption of a resolution supporting the 
St. Louis Area on the 1983 inte rnational 
Convention Bid. 

The motion was seconded by Dick Cul
lers. 

June 1979 

Al Vaden, President of the St. Louis 
Area Council , .addressed the motion ex
plaining facilities and other aspects of the 
bid. 

President Easter then called for tbe 
vote, motion carried. 

Dick Cullers suggested the Board give 
Jim Griffith a vote of confidence for an 
excellent March publication of the 
Serenade. The Board concurred. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:45 PM 
as moved by Winston Rashleigh, seconded 
by Mike Hines. 

Respectfully Submitted 
Charles E. Stookesberry, Secretary 

Central States District 

Internat ional VP M errill Auman addresses 
House of Delegates . 

Minutes of the 
Central States District 

House of Delegates 
Meeting 

FRIDAY, APRIL 27, 1979 

RAMADA INN MOTEL, 
ST. JOSEPH, MISSOURI 

A quorum was declared present by 
District Credemtials Chairman Harry 
Sparae at 7:05 PM and the meeting 
was called to order with the singing of 
"The Old Songs'' directed by Don Farrell. 

President Easter introduced the Inter· 
national Representative, Mr. Merritt 
Auman. who is a me mber of the Executive 
Committee and from Shillington, Pennsyl
vania . 

Mike Hines, District Exec. V.P. moved 
that the minutes of the House of Dele
gates meeting held in Kansas City, 
Missouri on October 27. 1978 be approved 
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a~ mailed out by the District Secretary, 
Dick Cullers, Mo. DVP. seconded and the 
motion carried. 

Repor18 of Omcen1 and Committees 

Treasurer's Report; District Treasurer 
Dave Moffitt presented the Financial 
Repon to the House of Delegate:.. 

Past District President Fred 
Wagaman pointed out that in applying 
for a 2nd class mailing permit for the 
Serenade. ii would be beneficial 10 have 
the Serenade Subscription Income sepa
rated from the District Dues Income and 
reported as Serenade Subscriptions. Fred 
reponed that when we are successful in 
obtaining a 2nd class permit the Serenade 
postage will be reduced considerably. 

Division Vice President's Reports: Dick 
Cullers moved that we accept the Division 
Vice Presidents' reports as submitted in 
writing. Seconded by Mike Hines, motion 
carried. 

A summary of each report is included in 
the District Board Meeting minutes. 

Ei:ecudve Vice President's Report: 
Mike Hines presented his report wich in
cluded information on the Membership 
Development Committee. A summary of 
this report is included in the District 
Board Meeting minutes. 

Committee Re port8: These reports were 
presented by the Committee Chairmen and 
a summary of each is included as part of 
the District Board Meeting minutes. 

. lntematJonal Doud Member's Report: 
Gil Lefholz reported no additions to his 
Mid-Winter Convention report as publish
ed in the March Serenade. 

lnt~matJonal Repre11entatJve's Report: 
Merritt Auman reported that the Society is 
in soli? fina.ncial condition. Harmony Hall 
West 1s doing well - all floor space is 
;ented except 5 100 sq. ft. and that space 
~s expected t.o be rented soon. The building 
1s now making a profit even without the 
5100 sq. ft. rented. Inflation continues to 
be a major factor increased costs. however 
no major problems appear in the near 
future. 

Central States District is one of the few 
.Districts .which has <;een a members hip 
mcrease in the 1st quarter of this year. 
The "OpenHouse" concept is working 
and it is strongly encouraged that aJI 
Chapters use this approach . This approach 
conveys that this is a Family Oriented 
Society. We should not forget that the 
Society is Family Oriented. The point is. 
we must get serious about membership 
whether it be the open house program or 
some other kind of recruitment program. 
Each chapter must also develop a program 
of retention. and retention must start the 
day a potential member visits a chapter. 

Chapters need to emphasiz.e Quartet 
singing in chapter meetings. Dave LeBar's 
mission in the Society is to show the 
chapter how to program quartet activities 
into the chapter meeting. Too many 
chapters have chorus rehearsals rather 
than chapte r meetings. 

Merritt indicated that he strongly sup
ported District President Easte r 's program 
and recommended that each me mbe r re
read the President's article inthe March 
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197? Ser~nade "Laying B~icks", then get 
behind II and support 1t. because its 
ALL RIGHT THERE. 

An item that has received a lot of verbal 
attention recently is the matter of Coaching 
and Judging. The ln1ema1ional Board in 
January directed the Int 'I. President 
10 appoint a Committee to study the entire 
spectrum of the Coaching/ Judging issue 
and come back with a recommendation. 
A committee has been appointed and may 
be requesting inputs from individuals 
or groups within the District. It is request
ed that the members so respond if infor
mation is requested . 

District President 's Report: President 
Easte.r reviewed the membership and 
assocuue s tatus as reported in the minutes 
of the District Board Meeting. 

The Pres ident offers the following ideas 
on how to GET THE BALL ROLLING 
AND SET AN EXAMPLE FOR THE 
SOClETY: 

I. Chapters need to be Goal-Oriented. 
2. We musr provide Divisions. Chapters 

and Members with the leadership 
they should expect. 

3. ~e Program-Oriented, get people 
involved. 

4. Find out WHY MEN JOIN. WHY 
MEN STAY. WHY MEN DROP 

S. Gel every member singing i11 :.omc 
sort of a Quartet , actively, on a week· 
ly basis. 

6. We must have workers who are 
POSITIVELY VOCAL AND ACTIVE. 

7. Stimulate involvement in District 
Conventions. 

8. District Board and House of Dele
gates must take a stand on fate of 
Associate Status Chapters. 

9. Cultivate the ferti le sites for new 
Chapter roots. 

10. We need an ALL-OUT EFFORT to 
strengthen our Chapters Musically 
and Ad ministratively. 

Old Buslneas 

Music Award PTOpoaJ: District Secre 
tary Chuck Stookesberry informed ihe 
House of Delegates regarding action of 
the District Board as reported in the 
District Board Meeting minutes. 

Past District President Fred Wagaman 
presented the Music Award Proposal an 
explained the details. 

Mark Marion. Aberdeen, South Dakota, 
moved that any action on the Music Award 
Proposal be tabled until the Fall House of 
Delega.1es Meeting. a~ w~ich time a report 
regarding Award Cn ten a and Selection 
Committee, will have been made by the 
appointed committee. Seconded by Myron 
Hultgren. Wichita, Kansas. motion car
ried. 

Senice Award Propoul: Service Chair· 
man Harry Porter explained details and 
facts rega rding the Logopedics Award Pro
posal. 

Merle Dickinson. Sioux City. Iowa 
moved that the proposal be rejected. 
Seconded by Michoel Kissinger. Lincoln, 
Nebraska. motion carried. 

Dates for Chapter Officer Training 
School (COTS): Mike Hines re ported the 
scheduled dates through 1983 as shown 
in the District Board Meeting minutes. 
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Associate Status Chapter Review: 
President Easter reported that the District 
Board had decided to take a stand on this 
issue. The Society ruling was explained 
and the action of the Board reported to the 
House of Delegates. 

New Business 

ResolatJon on DOTY and Sam Cohen 
AwardB: President Easter reported that 
a written definition is needed for each 
of these awards. This matter will be given 
to a committee for srudy, with a recom
mendation to be made at the next District 
Board Meeting. The action of the 
District Board was reported to the House 
of Delegates as it appears in the Board 
Meeting minutes. 

Contest Structure Revie w: During the 
explanation and discussion, numerous 
ideas were expressed. President Easter 
requested that ideas and suggestions 
be submitted to him, in writing. for com· 
mittee study. 

Resolution on Show Clearance: Mike 
Hines explained the resolution and report
ed on action the Board had taken to re
scind the 200 mile ruling on show clear
ance. Details of this report appear in the 
Board Meeting minutes. 

Merle Dickinson, Sioux City. Iowa 
move~ th~1 the House of Delegates support 
the D1stnct Boards action on rescinding 
the 200 mile ruling on show clearance. 
Seconded by Fred Wagaman, motion car
ried. 

ResolutJon on Statements by Chapters 
on LogopedJcs DonatJons: President 
Easter explained this matter and reported 
on the Board act ion found in the District 
Board Meeting minutes. 

Ana Councils: President Easter report
ed that we are interested in promoting 
more Area Councils within the District. 
Interest has been shown in Western 
Iowa and Nebraska-South Dakota Divi
sions. The Missouri Division has had a 
s uccessful Area Council with four Illinois 
Chapte rs for the past few years. Al Vaden 
from the St.Louis area is President of that 
Council. 

1981 lnternadonal Prellms Conveotloo 
B.kls: President Easter reported that no 
bids have bee n received as of this date. 
Committee Chairman Paul AJlen agreed 
to work toward obtaining bids to be pre
sented at the Fall Convention. 

President Eas ter announced awards to 
six .chapters ~or their first place rating in 
their respecttve plateaus at the District 
Level in the lnternationaJ Chapte r Achieve
ment Program. The Chapters are: Storm 
Lake. Iowa, Plateau 1; Fon Dodge, Iowa. 
Plateau 2; Manhattan.Kansas. Plateau 
3; Cedar Rapids, Iowa, Plateau 4· Des 
Moines. Iowa, Plateau 5: Kansas' City, 
Missouri. Platea u 6. 

District Chapter Achievement Chairman 
Chuck Stookesberry presented trophies to 
the following Chapters placing first in the 
District Chapter Activities competition: 
Ottumwa, Iowa (Chaters with less than 50 
members), a nd Des Moines, Iowa (Chap
ters wi th SO or more members). 

Service Committee Chairman Harry 
Porter presented awards to the following 
28 Chapters for achieving the goal of 
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LOOK OUT, WORLD! HERE COMES KANSAS CITY! 

H&art of America Chorus • Konsos City. Missouri • Jomes Bagby, Director 

MEMORABLE EVENTS IN l\ANSAS CITY'S HISTORY 

1938 Chapter Formed - the second chapter in the 
Society's History 

1939 Sponsored Topeka, Ks. 

1951 Sponsored Springfield , Mo. 
1952 Hosted 14th International Convention 
1955 Sponsored Breckinridge, Mo. 

1940 Sponsored St. Joseph. Mo. and Liberty , Mo. 
Hosted Regional Convention 

Entered first District Chorus Contest. Finish
ed second 

1941 -43 K.C. Barber Pole Cats - 2nd Place Interna
tional contest 

1958 Sponsored St. Joseph , Mo. for the second 
time. 

1944 Hosted Regional Convention 
1946 K.C. Serenade rs - 2nd place International 

contest 

Sponsored Lawrence, Ks. 
1962 Hosted 25th International Convention 
1969 Bob Gall served as International President 
1974 Hosted 37th International Conve ntion First Annual Parage of Quartets 

1947 Sponsored Las Vgas. NM; Sante Fee. NM ; 
Manhattan, Ks: and Topeka. Ks 

1978 Won the Central States District Chorus 
Contest 

1948 Sponsored Windsor , Mo. and Des Moines. la. 
1949 Sponsored Independe nce. Mo. and Kansas 

1979 Competed in its first International Chorus 
Contest. Placed ? 

City. K . 

MINUTES OF C D CON'T 

contributing SI0.00 or more per chapter 
me mber to the Harmony Foundation for 
Logopedics : Centerville. Iowa with the 
highest average contribution per member 
of S l8.57: Cedar Rapids. Ottumwa. 
Deni<>on. Waterloo.Cedar FAJJs. Ames. 
Des Moine~. Mar<;halho~n and Fon 
Dodge, IO\ .. a: Leavcnwonh. McPherson. 
Great Bend. Hays . Salina, Wichita and 
Manhattan . Kansa<;, Lincoln. Fremont , 
Hastings and Omaha. Nebraska: St. 
Charles. Springfield, .Joplin. Kansas City. 
St. Louis Ill. St. Louis Suburban and 
Florissant. Missouri. Viborg. South 
Dakota. 

Service Committee Chairman Harry 
Poner recehed Harmony Foundation 

checks from the following Chapters: 
Mason City. Iowa SS00.00: St. Louis 
Suburban. Missouri SI 10.00. 

President Easter reported that the 

District Board had approved, this date, 
a resolution in s upport of the St. Louis 
Area Council'l> bid for the 1983 Inter
national Conve ntion and urged alJ to join 
in that support . 

President Easter s tressed a need for 
communication and ideas from all mem
bers and chapters throughout the Dis trict . 
It is hoped that all me mbers will feel free 
to express ideas and/ or make suggestions 
known to any of the District Board mem
bers. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 PM 
on a motion by Mike Hines and seconded 
by Dick Cullers. Dale De Waay led the 
singing of " Keep America Singing". 

Respectfully Submitted. 

Charles E. Stookesberry . Secretary 
Central States District 

, 
... .r·l 

" .•. SO UALLY All ™AT REMAINS TO 00. GUYS, 
IS TO AND ... HIGH SPOT fOlt !IOI JOHNSON H 
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KANSAS CITY CHAPTER IS 
NO JOHNNY -COME-LATELY 

Did you know that the Kansas City Chapter is com
peting in its first International Chorus Contest 41 years 
after the chapter was organized way back in Year #1 
of our great fraternity? All of us who have been to the 
Muehlbach Hotel in Kansas City have seen the plaque 
hanging in the lobby commemorating the meeting 
between O. C. Cash and Rupert Hall in 1938 where 
the two men discussed the idea of a men's organization 
to sing four-part barbershop harmony. As far as Kansas 
City historians can find , no Kans as City people were in
volved in this meeting. The Kansas City chapter was 
the second one to be formed in the Society. It was start
ed in June, 1938, shortly after the 1938 organizational 
meeting of the Society in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

The best source of information about the early history 
of barbershopping in Kansas City is a writing by Joe 
Stern , the founder and father of the KC Chapter. In 
1955, Joe Ste rn set out his best recollections of what 
happened in those early years in his "Comments on 
Early History of Kansas City Chapter, SPEBSQSA" 

It was some time in 1938 shortly after the Tulsa 
Chapter had been organized that there was a little story 
in the Star about formation of a Kansas City Chapter. 
Bert Phelps and myself (Joe Stern) attended a meet~ng 
which was held at the University Club. The meeting 
was somewhat haphazard , and there.was no organized 
direction of the meeting . Tom Moonhght Murphy (now 
deceased) lead some community singing. Also, there 
was a quartet there from the Inter-City district, or 
Independence, I don' t know which, and they introduced 
themselves as the " Maywood Wildcats." 

Another meeting was called for a little later to be 
held at the Phillips Hotel. Bert Phelps and I attended 
this meeting and I believe among those present that 
Orville Wilson might have been there and perhaps Rod 
Turnbull, I just don't remember. Whereas, the meeting 
at the University Club was just a sort of disorganized 
get-together, the following meeting at the Phillips 
Hotel was better organized. It was held in the small 
room on the third floor lying between the Tropics and 
the Windsor Room. At this meeting I was elected Presi
dent and Bert Phelps was elected Secretary-Treasurer. 

We had one or two more meetings in this room and 
the adjoining Windsor room, and then branched out to 
the English room downstairs, where the meetings are 
now held. We had to go to the English room because 
the crowds were getting too big. 

The chapter grew very fast and in no time at all it 
seems, we had a membership of about 250. At this time 
the stage was at the north end of the room where 1he 
bar is now located and there was a bar at the south end 
of the room where drinks were sold continuously 
throughout the meetings. Tom Moonlight Murphy was 
elected the baton leader and he directed the singing, 
which nothing more than community singing and realty 
lousy. 

Along about this time I thought up some ritual for 
initiation for new members and Bert Phelps dug up 
some fancy robes from somewhere and each meeting 

night we had the ritual of initiation. Along about this 
t ime both the Star and the Journal Post ran full page 
rotogravure pictures and stories about us. 

Bear in mind, that this was during the early days and 
none of us knew anything about how to run a chapter. 
Liquor flowed freely and did not add anything to t.he 
quality of the singing and members came and went w1.th 
noise, and singing quality was exremely poor and dis
organized. lt didn't take very long until the member
ship dwindled because the novelty wore off and the 
singing was not good enough to hold a crowd. In
cidentally, in these days we paid nothing in the way of 
rent for meeting rooms. 

I don 't remember exactly when, but not too long after 
the early beginning when Tom Moonlight Murphy 
faded out of the picture as the gang singing got worse 
and thinner and less appealing, but somewhere along 
here, I organized the membership into a singing 
chorus. This was the first time that we tried actually 
singing songs with designated parts, that is tenors all 
singing their same parts, baritones singing their same 
parts, etc. As far as I know this might have been the 
first Barbershop chorus in the country. 

You have to remember we knew nothing about the 
business and there was no background or precedent to 
guide us. I did however sense that some good ringing 
chords and quality singing would create better interest 
and tie the bunch together and give the non-quartet 
members an opportunity to participate other than just 
sitting and listening. After things got going pretty well, 
we had an election and elected George Fairchild as 
President . He was in only a very few months and was 
called into the army, as he was a reserve officer. Mark 
Pierce head of the A & P stores in Kansas City was 
Vice President and he succeeded as President. It was 
only a short time when he was transferred to Des 
Moines an<l I had to get back in the saddle again. My 
memory is a little hazy, but I think there were a couple 
of other instances where we tried to get someone in 
office, but it pooped out and each time I had to come 
back in and take over for some reason or other. 

One other point about the early days, was the first 
show put on by the chapter. We had a specially written 
script written by one of our members, Cecil Holman , 
since deceased . It was a melodrama of the gay nineties 
version entitled "Sweet Adeline". The various speak
ing parts were played by Resident Theater players, who 
were not members but agreed to play the parts. 1 
remember some of the charactes were Pa and Ma 
Appleseed, who were the parents of Adeline Apple
seed, the heroine. At the moment the name of the 
villain and the hero slip my mind. The show as pro
duced and directed by Loie Bridges. 

The show itself was a tremendoµs comedy. The 
Barbershoppers had only one part in the show, it was 
a small musical section in between the first and second 
acts. We put on the entire show and contributed 100% 
of the net proceeds to Mercy Hospital. We raised a 
net total of $1,006.00 which we turned over to them. 

Yes, Kansas City has come a long way since Tom 
Moonlight Murphy led 250 drinkers in disorganized 
community singing. Since Mr. Murphy faded out of the 
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KANSAS CITY Cit APTER CONT'D. 

picture . mus ical directors have proven to be the most 
durable element in the organization . There have been 
only '>Cve n - Joe Stem, James Fern , Dave Ste phens, 
La Vern Cable . Don Webb, Dan Bowser and Jim Bagby. 

In chorus contests, the chapter had placed in second . 
third . fourth , fifth and s ixth place. In 1978, they won 
all the marbles in - of .all places - Kansas City. 

The chapter's firs t Annual Parade of Quartets fea
tured the 1943 International Champions - The Four 
Harmonizers. The lead in this quarte r was Leo Ives . 
che fa the r of pre!>cnt Ka na!> City me mber . Alle n Ives . 

Int ernational Preside nt of SPEBSQSA Bob Gall was 
not the only famous big shot this chapter has had. 
Prc<,idc nt of the United States, Harry S. Truman , was 
an honorary member of the K .C. Chapter during and 
afte r his years in the White House. Harry, however. 
got a 1cro in attendance at chapter meetings . 

How Well Will Heart of 
America Do at Minneapolis? 

Only t ime will tell. They have bee n working very hard 
since they qualified to re present Cetral States at the 
Int ernational Chorus Contest. According to one method 
of ranking choruses before the big contest . the Heart of 
A mcriea Chorus is regarded as a real dark horse with 
the VOCAL MAJORITY from Dallas . followed by host 
chapter MINNEAPOLIS and the ALEXANDRIA 
HARMONIZERS as choruses to beat. 

Mo'>I of this article is borrowed from the May/ June 
1979 issue of the Land O' Lakes Pitch Piper . We felt it 
was so good that it should be shared with our readers. 
The Pitch Piper credits Speed Notes of Greater Indiana
polis a<; its primary source. 
Ca~dinal Distric~ C & J Chairman Joe Cutsinger 

compiled the scores from all the district contests , 
normalized to a 2-judgc per' category panel. Here they 
arc. ranked by total score: 

1979 Ch.orus Preliminaries 

Chorus SND INT STP ARR Total 

I Dallas 370 342 334 4 1050 
2 Minneapolis 329 338 343 17 1027 
3 Alexandria 340 330 340 10 1020 
4 Cincinnati 319 329 323 9 980 
5 Phoenix 318 338 340 -22 974 
6 Arlington 319 32 1 310 13 963 
7 Denver 329 291 292 5 917 
8 Palm Beach 300 293 302 14 909 
9 Wayne (Ml) 311 277 3 10 4 902 

10 Saratoga Sp. 303 294 296 6 899 
11 Indianapolis 302 275 312 8 897 
12 Bing hamton 303 290 283 14 890 
13 Birmingham 302 304 280 -2 884 
14 Portland 281 281 310 2 874 
l 5 Kansas City 292 301 269 8 870 
16 East York 288 276 287 12 863 

How much credibility can be attached to the pre
liminary scores , which represent the STATUS some 9 
or 10 months before the big contest? We don ' t have a 
lot of date , but here's what happened last year. 

1978 Chorus Contest 

Preli ms Finals Pt. Rk . 
Chorus Pk. Score Rk .Score Chg Chg 
Louisville ..... . .... 1 1065 1 1054 -11 O 
Son Diego ......... 2 1011 6 931 -80 -4 
Cincinnati ......... 3 990 3 1013 t23 O 
Arlington . . . . . . . . . 4 970 7 921 -49 .3 
Dallas . . . . . . . . . . . . 5(t) 969 2 1047 +78 1..3 
Alexandria . . . . . . . . 5(t) 969 4 999 .30 ;.l 
Miami ............ 7 956 11 830 -126 -4 
St. Joe (Mo.) .. . .... 8 938 12 819 -119 -4 
Denver . . . . . . . . . . . 9 936 9 851 -85 O 
Minneapolis ... . ... 10 935 5 986 ~51 .,.5 
Kit-Wat'loo ........ 12 903 8 873 -30 14 
Portland .... . . .. . . 13 901 13 818 -83 O 
Rochester .. .... . .. 14 900 16 768 -132 -2 
Detroit. .... .. . . . . . 15 897 10 831 -66 t15 
Concord ........... 16 890 15 781 -109 11 

This . table ra~s the choruses according to their 
scores m the preltms, held in 1977, and shows what 
changes occurred in the finals at Cincinnati . For 
example , San Diego was 2nd in the prelim score but 
finished 6th in the finals .losing 80 points and 4 places. 

Only 4 choruses finished exactly as would have been 
predicted. including the champion Thoroug hbreds. 
The average chorus lost 52 points. Does that mean that 
the judging is. tougher in t:J1e finals? Perhaps. but it 
s~ems more likely that quite a few choruses s imply 
didn't perform up to their potential in Cincinnati. 

Let's all support HOA and he lp the m prove that they 
are much be tter than these s tatistics have them pl aced. 

HeQd For The CentrQI StQtes 
HospitQlity Room After The Big 

Show on SQturdQy Nite Qt ffiinneQpolis! 

IOWA ROOM 

D~ring the convention . weor red ond white ond your CSD Logo
ped ics button to le t everyone know y ou'r e from the Contro l Sto les 
Dis tr ict! 
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They'll Represent Us Again! 

RURAL ROUTE 4 - Everett Roth, tenor; Calvin Yoder, lead; Jim 
Bagby, bori ; Willard Yoder, bass. 

9 

FORMALITIES - lorry Knipfer, tenor; Doug Nichol, lead; Loron 
Hershberger, bori ; Larry Monson, boss. 

JAX OF HARMONY - John M ininger, tenor; Michael Rehberg, 
lead; Ron Moden, bori ; Jerry Pike, boss. 

Cincy in 1978 Now Minneapolis Bound I 
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Choirmon: 

Sound: 

SERENADE 

OFFICIAL SCORING SUMMARY 
S.P.E .B.S.Q .S.A., INC. 

C.S.D. International Quartet Preli ms and C.S.D. Chorus Preli ms 
St. Joseph , Missouri - April 28, 1979 

THE PANEL OF JUDGES 

C.V. (Pete) Peter·son Mission, Konsos 

Overlond Pork , Konsos M .0 . (Oz) Newgord 
Donold J. Clouse 
Lonee Heilmonn 
Kenneth Jordohl 

Eost Hompton, New York 
lnterpretolion : 

Stoge Presence: 

Arrongement: 

Secretory: 
Ass istont Secretory : 

Timers: 

Category: 

Williom Hofley 
Tom Hegle 

Richard Johnson 
N ick Lowrence 

Williom Mclotchfie 
Mike Hines 

Mel Housmon 
Henry Reinert 

Westwood . Konsos 
Algonquin, Ill inois 

Roleigh, North Corol ino 
Bollwin, M issouri 

Fort Dodge, lowo 
Austin, Texos 

Duront, lowo 
Cedor Ropids. lowo 

St. Joseph, M issouri 
St. Joseph, M issouri 

INT ARR 
Song No.: 

SND 
1 2 1 2 SP 1 2 Total 

Ronk Contestant 

FINALS. 
1. Rurol RO<Jte • .... • .... . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15-4 149 163 153 313 .o .1 933 
2. Formolities ....... ... .... . • . ... . ....•. .•..... ... ...... . . . ..... 156 15" 174 169 297 •7 +5 962 
3. Jax of Harmony ... .. .. ...•. . ............... . .•. . . . .......... • . 150 1•9 155 161 295 t3 · 6 907 
4. Quodrot lc Equotion .... .................... ... .. ........ ...... 13• 135 134 135 292 • 1 +5 836 

5. Chord Motor Co . . ... ... ....... •.... .. • ....... ....... . . ....•... 117 112 150 136 291 0 -1 805 

6. K .C.ChordClossics .... .... .. • ....... . .•. • .... ... .......... ... 123 123 137 131 266 · 2 +1 779 
7. River City Delegotion ... . .. .... ............ . .... ... . ....• • . .... 137 119 147 137 299 . 4 -3 832 

8. Beltonions ....... ... . .. ...... ..... . • ........ . . . . . ....... . . . .. 122 118 130 135 254 .3 ...2 758 

9. Goslight Squires ...• .. . ............. • ............ .... ......... 114 106 132 123 237 0 ,.4 716 
10. Rondom IV ...... ... . ... . .. ... . .....•..... .. • . . ..... . . . • .... . . 99 98 118 11 4 211 ,..1 .. 4 6"5 

SEMl · F~NALS 

1. Ru ral Route 4 ...... ... ............ . ...•. .. . . . ................ . 156 163 168 161 m 0 0 
2. Jax of Harmony . . _ .... ................. • ...•...• . ..... ...•...• 1•7 156 147 150 301 .9 t8 
3. Formolities ..... ............ . .....• . .... . . • ... . ........ ....... I.CO 139 148 163 260 -2 0 

4. Chord M otor Compony ... .... . ..... • ..... ............ ..... • .... 127 126 140 148 283 •9 14 

5. K. C. Chord Clossics ...... ............ .. . ... • ........ ..... . . ... 138 136 138 140 268 -3 ,..3 

6. Bel ton ions .... ..... . . .. -- . . ............. ... . .... .. ........ ... 122 122 140 146 277 .. 1 -1'4 

7. Quodrotic Equotion .... . ... ... ... .... . ..... ... . .... ........... 150 150 136 129 266 -12 -8 

8. River City Defegotion .. .............. • ......... ... . ... ......... 132 130 127 141 232 -11 1'2 

9. Gos Light Squires ... ... ........... ..... .. .. .. ........ ......... 129 119 122 107 227 ;2 #-4 

10. Random IV ..... . .. . ..... .........•. . .....•.. ... ......... ••. . . 104 102 117 123 258 ,2 . 7 

11. Counterpoints ..... .. ..... ........ . .. ..... • .. . .. .. . ..... . ... .. 115 113 116 115 2 .... - 1• . 3 

12. 7th Enc<><Jnter ... .... ........ .... . ...... . .... ......... ......... 112 105 114 108 225 ,4 ., .. 
13. Springfield Music Co ..... .. • ..... . .. . .. ..... . . .... . . . . . ........ 112 107 118 102 207 -6 .5 

14. Pitchmosters ....... ... ......... ..•.. ..... • ... ... .... ....•. ... 106 110 105 105 201 0 . 3 

15. Ports iders .... .... . .. ....•...• • ... .. ...... •.. . .• ..... •. . .••.. . 103 101 114 102 201 - 1 · 1 

16. Them Four Guys .. .......... ..... . .... .. .. .. .. .... ... .... ..... 100 86 106 109 21.ol 12 - 3 

17. Hormony Heritage ....... . . ...... ... ....... ....... ............ 107 97 99 94 207 -3 - 1 

18. Shomrock Quortet ... ....... ............... .. ........ . ... . .. . . 104 90 110 99 199 ,4 - 14 

19. Chapter Four . ... ................ • ............. ..... . . ........ 88 85 104 100 179 14 f3 
20. Fore Closures ................................. ............... 83 80 92 96 132 11 - 1 

21. Sioux Shine Boys .... .. . . .................... ...... . ..... ••. .. . 82 76 97 87 156 -13 .. 6 

22. Moc Fovrsom ....... ..... ................... ............. ..... 85 97 80 99 165 -6 13 
•TIME PENALTY - (A t t ida 15. C & J Rules) . 6 seconds, 48 points 

CHO RUS 
1. Hoppiness Express. Denison. lowo .••. . •... ..................... ... ........ ... 125 
2. Doniel Boone Chorus. St. Charles. M o ... . .... . • ..........•... • .... • . . .......... 127 
3. C~ntrol Statesmen, Omo ho, Nebraska ......... .... . ...... ...... ........... . ... 110 

131 137 l •O 239 
127 138 131 233 
123 122 127 214 

4 . Lincoln Continenta ls. Lincoln, Nebrasko ... ... . . . . . ..... . ..• .. . ..... ....... . .... 122 116 131 112 205 
5. Sioux Empirions , Sioux Foils. S. D . .... . .... . . . ...•... . . . •...••...... . . . . ....... 108 121 116 ·118 187 
6. Town ornd Country Chorus, Ft. Dodge, lowo ..... ........ ..............•.... ..... 94 102 111 105 159 
7. Sioux landers. Sioux City. lowo . . . . . . • . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93 93 93 87 152 
8. Corn Belt Chorus, Algono. lowo ...... . ..... ... . . . ......... . • .......... ........ 88 85 91 87 153 

June 1979 

CSD 

CSD 
MAD 
CSD 

ILL 

DIX 
CSD 

CSD 
SWD 

CSD 
CSD 

CSD 
CSD 

Prev. Singing 
Ponts Totol Seconds 

947 1880 15-4 150 
868 1830 179 1•5 
900 1807 117 180 
811 16"7 131 117 
837 16"2 119 155 
820 1599 187 126 
753 1585 116 T76 
812 1570 166 166 
710 1426 161 160 
699 134• 149 121 

947 125 146 
900 133 148 
868 157 119 
837 140 147 
820 147 105 
812 170 139 
811 130 132 
753 141 124 
710 129 149 
699 135 124 
686 135 155 
672 127 133 
635 130 128 
624 132 121 
619 147 154 
614 150 118 
600 156 149 
592 169 123 
563 137 134 
483 83 in 
•79 119 130 
..u5• 125 109 

-7 13 768 105 179 
fl 14 761 160 143 
"3 +8 707 158 154 
~3 · 2 687 135 110 
15 13 658 147 191 
-15 0 576 127 138 
,2 .'1 521 136 126 

0 -5 499 157 161 
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Did You Go To St. Joe? 
Yes , we went to St. Joseph, Missouri on the last 

weekend in April. The St. Joe Pony Expressmen did 
themselves proud in hosting a convention that they 
hadn 't really sought to host. But - when the facilities 
weren't available at the original contest site , the boys 
from St. Joe said, " We'll do it" .... and they certainly 
did! 

It's as much work to host a small convention as it is 
a large one. This was a small one, especially when you 
compare it to last fall's convention at Kansas City. 
See the article entitled, What kind of Spring Contest 
Do You Want? and give it some thought. 

On paper it looked like the Central States Inter
national Preliminary Quartet Contest would be a 
knock-down, drag-out contest featuring five Central 
States District quartet champions plus a couple of 
really strong contenders . When the dust settled and 
the numbers were added up, however, lhe same 
three quartets that represented the Central States 
District at the 1978 International Contest at Cincinnati 
had been selected to represent the District again at 
Minneapolis. There were 22 quartets in the contest and 
they were all winners just from being there and doing 
their thing. It's an old saying in SBEBSQSA that the 
only quartets and chorus that are losers in any contest 
are the quartets and choruses that didn 't compete . 

So, it's off to Cincinnati for the Rural Route 4, the 
Formalities and the Jax of Harmony. The Rural Route 4 
did their usual outstanding job, leading at the end of 

-the semi-final round and after the final session was con
cluded. The Jax scored a 301 in State Presence in the 
first round - which was exceeded only by the RR 4 in 
the final round. And the Formalities - WHAT A 
SECOND SET THEY HAD! The Formalities weren't 
quite up to their potential in the semi-finals but came 
roaring back with a 962 total score on their second set. 
Their 962 was the highest score any quartet registered 
in the contest. Central States will be well represented 
at Minneapolis - by these three fine quartets and by 
the Heart of America Chorus from Kansas City. 

The Chorus Contest on Saturday afternoon was a 
very good one for a Central States Preliminary Contest. 
Eight choruses competed for five spots in the Inter
national Preliminary Chorus Contest to be held at 
Omaha in October. It was a tight contest for the two top 
positions but Happiness Reigns at Denison, Iowa 
after the Happiness Express derailed the Daniel Boone 
Chorus by 7 points - 768 to 761. The other three 
qualifiers for the Omaha contest are the Central States
men from Omaha, the Lincoln Continentals from 
Lincoln, Ne . and the Sioux Empirians from Sioux Falls, 
S.D. 

The most surprised person at the convention had to 
be Don Farrell, CSD's DME. Don directs the Happiness 
ExJ?ress and had his chorus back-stage preparing for 
their acceptance performance when it was announced 
that Don had been selected as CSD' s Barbershopper 
of the year. Someone pulled the curtain and caught Don 
completely by surprise. If we'd had an alert camera
man, we would have had the Barbershop Picture of the 
year showing an overwhelmed Don Farrell surrounded 

by his screaming kids . What a great moment! 
A barbershop convention is not all contest sessions. 

The business of the District must be taken care of, too. 
The District Board of Directors met from noon until 
6 PM on Friday. After an hour break, the House of 
Delegates meeting was held. It was a long day for the 
men who had to attend both meetings. A summary of 
the reports and business that was conducted at the 
meeting is included elsewhere in this issue. 

It was a good convention for those who made the 
trip to St. Joe. Plan now to attend the Fall Convention 
in Omaha, Nebraska on the weekend of October 5-7. 

Show Clearance Changes Are 
Enacted by District Board 

As the result of action taken by the Central States 
District Board at St. Joseph, Missouri on April 27, 
1979, the so called " Two Hundred Mile Rule" for 
determining show clearance for several chapters on the 
same date is hereby revoked. 

What this means is that there is now no mileage 
restriction on chapters when requesting show clearance 
for dates previously cleared for other chapters. Chap
ters need only to request the show date clearance and 
make application for the ASCAP licnese with no worry 
about date conflict. The board did express the hope that 
chapters would use good judgement in selecting show 
dates so as to avoid the possibility of there being a 
number of shows in a small geographic area on the 
-same date; to the detriment-of aU ·concerned. 

The board , by its action, will aJlow no chapter shows 
to be staged on the same date as any district-wide 
function such as a District Contest and Convention 
C.O.T. School, HEP School, or any other District 
function where District membership is requested or 
encouraged. 

Mike Hines, 
CSD Executive VP 

KANSAS H.E.P. SCHOOL SCHEDULED 

The Kansas Division will be holding a H.E.P. School 
in Great Bend, Kansas on the weekend of July 20-22. 
To date, Gene Bowers and the Classic Collection have 
been engaged. For more information, contact Mike 
Hegge, 4203 Brigadune, Hutchinson, Kansas 67501. 

CALVIN YODER 
R.R. 2 Box 31 7 

Ca lv in Yoder. Lead 
Wi l lar d Yoder, Bass 
J im Bagby, Baritone 
Everett Roth, Tenor 

• CONTACT M EN -

Garden ·c i ty. Mo. 64747 Corl 
Phone (816) 862-8343 

Don Farrell, DME 
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Farrell 's Forum 
The date is April 29. 1979. God is good to me. He 

allows me the opportunity to share my thoughts with 
all C.S.D. barbershoppers via this publication. I will 
now proceed to abuse this privilege by writing, to a 
distasteful degree, about myself. I am happy, g rateful 
proud and optimistic while also sorry and e mbarrassed. 

Last night the district bestowed upon me a great 
honor by naming me the Barbershopper of the Year. 
While my attention was on the chorus, lining up behind 
the curtain, Chuck Stookesberry was saying many nice 
things which I didn't hear but were later relayed by my 
wife. Katie, as best she could recall. The award was 
announced and the curtain unexpectedly opened, 
exposing us to the audience . Never in my memory have 
I wanted to say so much while being so unable to do the 
appropriate thing. I was completely disarmed and con
fused. 

For th is I am sorry and embarrassed. For the op
portunity to use the "Serenade" to say what should 
have been said last night, I am grateful. To express 
"thanks" in a way that accurately reflects my gratitude 
is not possible but all most know that I consider the 
8 .0.T.Y. award the greatest honor ever bestowed upon 
me because it comes from the people for whom I have 
the deepest affection. 

Anothe r nice thing happened yesterday. My chapter 
chorus did a fine job in contest and these great guys 
allowed me to be their 'front man" . This made me 
happy, grateful and proud to be a part of that group. I 
am a littl e e mbarrassed again because I received many 
compliments which came to me due to the love, work. 
and dedi cation of our "engineer", Jim Holst and the 
chapter's music leadership team of Jerry Ei nspahr, 
Chris Petersen, Jerry Peterman, Roge r Rohlf and 
Charlie Vetter as well as every member of the Happi
ness Express and their families who contribute to the 
chapter. 

I am happy because the guys in the chorus were re
warded for their efforts and now must know that sing
ing better is more fun . I am happy that we produced 
hard evidence that a sound score is not arrived at by 
counting the chorus members on stage (we were 27 in 
number) and the small chapters in C.S.D. can see that 
those techniques taught by the Society produce the 
music which audiences love and judges reward. 

Another source of great satisfaction comes from the 
fact that of our 27 chorus members, six have not yet 
reached the eleventh grade. These young men. who will 
be Preserving and Encouraging when we are pushing 
up daisies, add vitality to our sound and our hobby. 
May every chapter in C.S.D. think about this and ask, 
" Who' ll take my place when I'm gone?" 

Don Farrell, DM E 

-CONGRATS 

Don Forrell. DME CSD' s Borbershopper of the Yeor 

The proud young men of the Denison Hoppiness Express. 

Alive and Well 
The Nebraska South Dakota division is alive and 

well! We have a newly chartered chapter at Milbank, 
South Dakota, a group of singers hoping to obtain a 
license to operate as a chapter at Yankton, South 
Dakota. Dave Le Bar is scheduled to visit our division 
and will be hosted by the Fremont Chapter May 22, 
1979. Dave Stevens will be hosted by Aberdeen , South 
Dakota on August 20, 1979, by Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota on August 21, 1979, by Kearney.Nebr. on 
August 22, 1979, and by Omaha, Nebraska on August 
23. 1979. What a week that will be! Watertown, South 
Dakota, curre ntly on associated status is coming to 
life again thanks to the encouragement received from 
Mark Marion, their Area Counselor. The suggestion 
for forming Area Councils has received positive re
sponse. All in all, things are looking up. We in Ne
braska South Dakota are going to keep trying. 

Winston Rashleigh, VP 
Neb-Sod Division 
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Grant County (Milbank) S. Dakota 
Receives Its Charter on April 7 

rt took two performances at the Milbank High School 
Theater on April 7th to seat all the Barbershop fans 
who gathered for the Charter Show of the Grant County 
Chapter. The charter was presented to President. 
David Malkerson by Wes Wagner, President of the 
sponsoring Sisseton Minn-Kota Chordsmen. 

Vernon Koop man , AVP of the Milltooes gives this 
short history of the new chapter . 

My two sons, Randy and Joo and myself were charter 
members of-the-Sisseton, S. Dak. <ehapter which chart
ered in 1976. In Jan . 1977 I was transferred to Milbank 
(50 miles SE of Sisseton). 1 was able to get a number of 
men interested in organizing a chapter in Milbank , and 
on Feb. 12th, 1978. 8 men met at my house to get things 
organized. Our first meeting was held on Feb. 16, 1978, 
with 12 men in attendance along with 10 members of 
our sponsoring chapter, Sisseton. We continued to 
meet weekly with attendance gradually increasing. 
We sang hymns at 5 area churches during the summer 
of 1978. On Nov. 7, 1978 we were issued our license. 
On April 7, 1979, we held our First Annual Parade and 
were presented with our charter (chartered Mar. 30, 
1979) with 37 members (7 of whlch are High School 
students). One additional member has joined since, 
giving us a total of 38 members. Average attendance 
at weekly meetings in 1979 has been 29. We have had 
7 singouts since the 1st of Jan. and singouts scheduled 
thru June are as follows: 

May 28 - Me morial Day Srvices - Milbank 
June 3 - Joint Singout for Fort Sisseton celebration 

with Aberdeen , Watertown, and Sisseton chapters 
June 4 - Joint practice with chapters from Water

town, S.D., Willmar, Minn ., and Montevideo, Minn. to 
be held at Montevideo, Minn . 

June 24 - Methodist Church , Big Stone City , S.D. 
June 29- Centennial celebration at Odessa, Minn . 
June 30 - Participate in Barbershop Jamboree at 

Brainerd, Minn. involving about 10 chapters 

Sincerely. 
Vern Koopman 

Black Hawk Metro to 
Charter on June 23 

By the time you read this, the Black Hawk Metro 
Chapter of Waterloo, Iowa, will have obtained the re
quired 35 members to become the Society's newest 
chapter. We have been working hard these past few 
months and feel confident that we will become a source 
of pride for Central States . 

We have taken several singouts throughout the 
Waterloo metropolitan area including several major 
paid performances which have enabled us to buy lots of 
new music, six sections of risers, local advertising 
space and uniforms. In fact we are now booking activi
ties for August and September! Our chorus currently 
averages an age of 32 and we have named ourselves 
The Proud Image . 

Of course , our most immediate task is the pleasant 
one of holding our first show. The charter-night pro
duction, e ntitled "Something To Sing About!", has 
been scheduled for Saturday, June 23. We will perform 
in the 1750 seat auditorium of West High School in 
Waterloo (Baltimore and Ridgeway). Appearing with us 
will be the Harmony Hawks Chorus, our sponsors from 
Cedar Rapids, The Soundtracks of Chicago (out of their 
retirement for our show!) and the ever popular For
malities of Iowa City and Davenport. Ticke ts for the 
event are available now by writing Harlan Walther , 
1841 Plymouth , Waterloo 50702 or call him at (3 19) 
234-3881. The price for a reserved seat is $5.00 and a 
general admission ticket is $3.50. We have decided not 
to host an afterglow this year for our first outing but 
will have a private "License-Burning" party . Waterloo 
has several excellent hotels for your stay including 
Ramada Inn, Best Western, Holiday Inn , Howard 
Johnson's and many top-notch local faci li ties. We in
vite all of our new friends to come visit us June 23! 
By the way, our Master of Ceremonies is being flown 
in from Windsor, Ontario, Canada , and is the current 
Pioneer District President. Most of us know him as 
that wild and crazy COTS faculty member, Doran Mc 
Taggart! 

Beyond the charter show, we see a very busy year 
making a name for ourselves in the community. We 
also hope to be quite active in District activities. We 
a lready sent nine members to the HEP School in Kan
sas City during the early spring and have a delegation 
planning to attend Harmony College. We are en
couraging all of our men to trek to Omaha this fall to 
take in the contests because we plan to be in compe
tition in April of 1980 in Cedar Rapids and it will be the 
only chance some members may get to "just watch" 
before jumping in! We want to be an active and visible 
force among midwest barbershoppers and look forward 
to meeting all of you. We would like to thank the many 
people who have sent us encouraging words and offer
ed help. The District Board and officers have been 
g reat and the support from some of our neighboring 
chapters is heart-warming. Thanks so much I 

Dave Hays, 
Bulletin Editor 

Black Hawk Metro Chapter 
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JERRY EASTER 

Laying Bricks 
In the fi rst issue of the Serenade, I spoke about the 

need to get involved in Society Programs, such as 
COTS, Quartetting, Harmony College and the Open 
House Me mbership recruitment promotion. 

The first quarter of 1979 has seen some excellent 
response to this plea, but there have been some pretty 
loud negative voicings. too. I found the negative re
sponses disappointi ng . because I know those people 
fail to understand that in order to EFFECTIVELY 
Preserve and Encourage, we must resort to some rather 
structured organization along the way. 

Particular e mphasis has been directed to Chapter 
Membership Vice Presidents, and several have been 
openly hostile when asked to do the job they agreed to 
do late last year. 

I'm sorry, MVPS, and you other elected officers who 
occasionally get a little prodding from the District 
level, but you DID promise to do a job. And if you 
Chapter officers , especially MVP and President, 
don't ACTIVELY pursue your agreed-upon jobs, you 
are effectively LETTING YOUR FELLOW MEMBERS 
DOWN. I don't think you should be upset at me or any
one else for saying this to you. I would hope you would 
take up the challenge I'm making and show me - and 
your Chapter - that you WERE the right man for the 
job! 

We have a lot of work - a lot of singing - and a 
lot of growing to do both in 1979 and onward. We are 
relying on you KEY MEN to help us get Central States 
back ON TRACK this year. We each must do our part, 
and it begins with you - and me. Now show me you 
can - and WILL - make your Chapters GO and 
GROWi 

A couple quick fun reminders before I close: Don't 
forget Minneapolis and the International Convention 
over the July 4th week! CSD's Singing representatives, 

the HOA Chorus of Kansas City, along with the Rural 
Route Four, the Jax of Harmony and the Formalities, 
will sing their hearts out for CSD. Be there and Support 
the m with your cheers. 

CSD will host a gala Hospitality Room on the final 
Night of the Convention in the IOWA room at the 
Leamington Hotel in Minneapolis from 11 p.m. until 
the last Dog Dies. Be there to help us celebrate the CSD 
victories. 

And don't forget Omaha in October. This will be one 
of the biggest and best CSD Conventions ever. 

If I fail to sing a tag with you at either Convention, 
it's not going to be my faul t! 

Let's sing better, more often, and for more people -
and most important, make those Chapters GROW! 

You may not finish the job in 1979, but you're NOT 
ALLOWED TO STOP TRYING. 

Harry Pratt Gets 25 Year Pin 

Chapter President Bob Green pins a 25-year Society emblem on 
the lapel of "Barberhowk" Harry Pratt. Harry joined the Ottawa, 
Kansas. chapter as a charter member on September 28, 1953, and 
transferred to Lawrence, Kansas , " Barberhawks" when the Ottawa 
chapter broke up in 1963. 

Clyde M ickelsen. Tenor 
Fran Wilson, Lead 
Lannie Odbert, Bass 
Marv Spellman, Bari 

CONTACT MAN: 
Marv Spellman 
3718 Avenue C. 
Kearney, Nebraska 68847 
308-237-5402 
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On Associate Status? So Was Algona, Iowa 
Associate Status! These are dreaded words for the 

smaJJ chapters in our society. The maintainance of 25 
members is often a major chore for chapters located in 
the smaller towns . We in Central States have several of 
this type of Chapter. The following is the story of a 
chapter that was facing extinction, but has since re
ceived an influx of new talent and ideas. We would like 
to tell you our story and, hopefully, help you remove 
those fearful words. Associate Status, from your list 
of worries. 

Algona is a small town of 6000 people located in 
North Central Iowa. The local chapter, known as the 
Corn Belt Chorus. was founded in 1958 and presented 
its first parade in 1969. At one time the chapter had 
over 40 members, but the 1970's have not been kind. In 
September of 1977 the chapter went on Associate 
Status, The Musical Director left town. and general 
discouragement set in. No suitable director could be 
found and membership began to dwindle. Our original 
Associate Status was only a drop to 24 members, but 
with only a weak program to offer with no musical 
direction or education, membership dropped danger
ously low. Many of our members drive 20 - 40 miles to 
participate in barbershop singing . Understandably. 
they lost interest in singing with us. By June of 1978 
our membership bottomed out at 14, meetings had be
come very irregular, and there was talk of folding the 
chapter. AJgona had reached the Pits!! 

The 8 - 10 members who remained active met to 
survey the wreckage and decide what to do. We de
cided not to let Barbershopping die in Algona without 
a fight. A program of growth was talked about and 
planned. And on September 13, 1978 the all out war 
was launched! We had hired a director, and 10 mem
bers, their wives and the director held a potluck organ
izational dinner and we were on our way! 

Goal number was to rekindle the fire under the mem
bers that were still on the active list. All the parts were 
covered and before long we were getting 12 - 14 people 
at a meeting. There were some temporary defeats but 
we moved onl By October's end, we had a group of 
12 - 14 men committed to making Barbershopping go 
in AJgona. We held our elections, put one of the two 
new members that we had secured in as MVP and be
gan to look ahead. Our new MVP's enthusiasm was 
contagious and things were looking up. 

The rest of 1978 was used up in planning, reviewing 
new ideas, and trying to get more people interested. 
No stones were left unturned, no ideas were left un
discussed. By year's end 3 new fellows were singing 
regularly with us but had not yet joined. It was also 
noted that lnternational had granted us another 6 
months to get off Associate Status. We had untiJ March 
31, 1979. Coincidentally, it ws the date of our 20th 
Anniversary Parade. We were determined that it was 
not to be our last! 

Our December Board meeting was crucial. Member
ship stood at 16. It was decided to really push member-

ship and our MVP, George Perry, presented his well 
planned Offensive. OnJanuary 17, 1979 we held our 
guest or membership kick-off night. Due to the organ
ization and advertising, plus an extensive personal 
contact campaign, 34 men showed up and participated 
in our evening of fun and harmony . Long-time Barber
shopper , Dick Johnson of Fort Dodge, was our guest 
director and he really thrilled our guests and members 
with his knowledge of Barbershopping. We sang no
thing but the basic Polecat numbers and 34 men went 
away with happy Barbershop s miles on their faces. 
We had won a battle, now we had to win the war. 

The MVP's master plan included the successful 
strategy of personal follow-up. AJI guests were contact
ed personally and thanked for coming and asked to 
come again. This contact was kept up until they were 
coming regularly or had definitely turned us down. 
Perhaps the most important side-effect of this cam
paign was the renewed enthusiasm of the old members. 
We knew we would win the war. Membership grew 
steadily and rapidly ; 17 on January 31, 21 on February 
21, 24 on February 28, and on March 7, the 25th and 
26th men joined the Corn belt Chorus. ASSOClA TE 
STATUS WAS LICKED. 

What were the ingredients in this successful cam
paign? Number one was the enthusiasm, genuine and 
in quantity. Second was the organization and planning 
of the Board of Directors. Third was the fresh, new 
Master Plan of the MVP. Fourth was the extensive 
follow-up campaign . Finding people to sing is not an 
impossible task!! Get organized. try new ideas. get 
people there and give them a product that is laced with 
fun and enjoyment. Get People who are genuinely 
enthusiatic about what they are doing and you, too, can 
beat Associate Status. If you believe in what you are 
doing , and you can show the enthusiasm, You Will 
Win The War. 

Now we have to find new goals and continue to grow. 
I really feel that the key is to have new ideas and be an 
active group the men can be proud of. We must con
tinue to develop our chapter. 

Steve King, President 
Cornbelt Chorus 

Algona , Iowa 

FRIENDSHIP FIRE CO. 

MIKE EVERAR D 
CONT4C T •91 1 BR I STOW DR 

ANNANDAlE . VA . 22003 
PHON E (703) 9' 1-1057 
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Institute Kids Steal the Show 
at Kansas Division Contest 

March 10 was certainly a red-letter day for our Kan
sas Division. It was on that date that McPherson hosted 
the Kansas Division Contest. The Hutchinson "Salt 
Minors" won the chorus contest with "The Showboat 
came to Town" and " If I Had My Way". Manhattan 
and Wichita placed 3rd and 2nd , respectively. The 1st 
place quartet was the Home Town Boys, from Law
rence. Placing 2nd was the MacFoursom, from Mc 
Pherson. In 3rd place was The Flint Hills 4 from Man
hattan.· 

But stealing the show (not to mention the hearts of 
us all!) was the Institute of Lodopedics Honor Choir 
from Wichita. I' m sure tbere was not a dry eye in the 
house as these wonderful kids, directed by Marilyn 
Knoffioch. sang and smiled and cried with joy. They 
performed with a fervor. their stage presence unex
celled. We were all greatly moved as they gave us their 
rendition of "Take Me Home, Country Roads" and 
" You Light Up My Life". The audience roared its 
approval with a standing ovation. Not all the childre n 
could sing - so they used a sign choir to express their 
message. Our slogan, " We sing that they shall speak" 
had suddenly become a gripping reality. I personally 
can 't wait to hear (!) these marvelous kids again. 

Mike Hegge 
DME. Ks. Div .. CSD 

Hutchinson (Ks.) Salt 
Minors 

PHONE 913 271.()620 

~RID~ CHOR T : :::::· 
.:l~t- auARTf : :~~ 

• · P . • · • · • · a . e . A .• 1Nc . 

CON I ACT Or Her..:t..I Str°"d :W..00 Oruly lone, Topeka , Kon< 66600 

lorry Wilson working w ith the Hutchinson "Sol t Minors" 

Larry Wilson and Hutchinson 
"Salt Minors" Make 
Beautiful Music Together!! 

The third of March was an ominous day for Kan
sas ... at least weatherwise. Blizzard conditions exist
ed across the state. The Hutchinson "Salt Minors" 
were worried. Larry Wilson, lead for the Classic Col
lection and director of Denver 's Mile- High Chorus. was 
scheduled to fly in to work with our chorus . We needed 
the coaching, as our Kansas Division contest was only 
one week away. The phone rang and my heart sunk. 
It was Larry calling to say he'll make it - but on a com
me rcial flight to Wichita. So Tommy King (our PVP) 
and Jim Yust braved the treacherous roads and picked 
up Larry and brought him to Hutchinson. Our men 
gave him a standing ovation as he entered our rehearsal 
at 10:30 AM, just 30 minutes behind schedule. 

We started with a craft session with special em
phasis on breathing techniques and vowel matching. 
Larry noted problems of tone production in our bass 
section. The leads were urged to lead . We then showed 
Larry a few of our show tunes and our contest set. He 
gave us pointers on interpretation and stage prese nce. 
His enthusiasm and encouragement inspired us tre
mendously. The chemistry between clinician and 
chorus was electric. Reluctantly we broke for lunch and 
couldn ' t wait to get back to rehearsal. 

Th irty-five " Salt Minors" ignored the s now storm to 
attend the afternoon clinic. An hour was spent polish
ing our contest songs. Larry then met with our music 
committee. He explained how his chapter organizes 
the music committee into a unified , hard-working 
unit. The result is obvious: a championship chorus and 
a growing chapter of over a hundred members. 

All too soon the day e nded. But the story doesn't 
end here. On March 10 in McPherson, Ks. , the Hukh
inson "Salt Minors " won the division contest. We were 
a proud bunch that day, and we knew we had been rich
ly blessed by a great barbershopper and a heck of a 
g uy - Larry Wilson. 

Michael J . Hegge 
Kansas Division Director of Music Ed. 

Hutchinson, Kansas 
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Daniel Boone Chorus on National TV 

Doniel Boone Chorus - St. Chorles. Mo. 

Barbershop harmony was seen and heard by millions 
o n the evening of March 26, when the Daniel Boone 
Chorus sang the National Anthem, and entertained 
during the intermissions of. a nationally televised 
National Hockey League Game. 

Our chorus sang ''The Star Spangled Banner' before 
the start of the game. During the two intermissions, we 
sang several favorites: " Alexander's Rag Time Band," 
"Strollin' Down Harmony Lane," "Coney Island 
Baby," •'Carolina in the Morn in '," and " Night Time 
in Dixie/ Swanee Medley." Directed by Bob Henry and 
Assistant Director Gene Johnson. and emceed by Ken 
Schroer. our chorus was seen nationwide on TV, and 
provided the more than 8,000 fans at the St. Louis 
Checkerdome with four-part harmony. While the 
hometown St. Louis Blues lost to the Buffalo Sabres, 
4-2, the winning sound of barbershop harmony enter
tained the home crowd. 

This was the second year that our chorus sang at 
an NHL game. We last did it in 1978, at a St. Louis 
Blues-Montreal Canadiens game. This was the first 
time we were nationally televised. 

SOUND ON SOUND 
What an exciting way to kick-off Harmony Month . 

The current reigning International Champs , Blugrass 
Student Union headlined an all star show presented by 
the Fremont Chapter on April 6th and 7th 1979. Ap
pearing with the Bluegrass Student Union was the 
139th Street Quartet, the 1977 International second 
place quartet. What a couple of nights I The Pathfinder 
Chorus and their 4 chapter q uartets, the Belltonians, 
the Random IV, the Woodshed Express and the Vocal 
Motive helped the audience StrollDown Memory Lane 
while the Fremont High Auditorium resounded with 
thunderous applause as the 2,500 people present ex
pressed their appreciation for barbershop harmony. 
Who could ask for anything more? The Fremont 
Chapter provided more with an afterglow on Saturday 
night attended by some 500 enthusiastic barbershop 
harmony lovers. The renditions offered by all the 
quartets were electrifying. Truly a night to remember! 
Music is indeed the way to grow. Fremont Chapter had 
3 guests the first meeting following the show. An open 
house is scheduled for April 23, 1979. 

Winston Rashleigh, VP 
Neb-Sod Division 

What Kind of a Spring 
Contest Do You Want? 

The convention and contest at St. Joe in April was a 
good one. There was just one thing the matter with it. 
There just weren't enough people there to enjoy it alt 
With only eight choruses in the chorus contest (none at 
all from the Great State of Kansas), there just were not 
enough barbershoppers participating to have a good 
crowd. 

In a District like ours that covers a large geographic 
area, it is difficult for a chorus to make the trip to 
compete . At the last CSD Board Meeting, President 
Easter reported that the Long Range Planning Group 
was looking at possible revisions to our contest system 
to improve contest participation. 

Western Iowa Vice President Randy Aitchison, has 
presented some ideas about how the CSD chorus con
tests might be restructured . They are listed below as 
food for thought. 

Spring 

Small Chorus Contest 
49 members and below 
Champion and Medalists 

Small and large Chorus Conlests 
to determine 2 District Champs 

International Qualifying Contest 
for large choruses for the next 
year"s International 

Large Chorus D1stnct Contest 
Top I 0 choruses to the Fall 

fall 

large Chorus Contest 
International Qualifying Contest 
50 members and above 
Champion and Medalists 

International Qualifying Contest 
for top I 0 large and top 5 small 
choruses 

Small and Large chorus contest 
Two District Champs 

International Qualifying Contest 
Small Chorus Contest 

Another possibility for increasing participation in 
the District chorus contests is the elimination of the 
Division contests. 

As of March 31, l 979, our District had 20 large 
choruses and 41 small choruses for a total of 61. Only 
24 choruses participated in the last two contests. 

What do you think the District should do to increase 
participation at our contests? If you have an idea, drop 
President Easter a letter and let him know what you 
think. The Board will discuss this subject at its l 979 
Summer Board Meeting in July . 

JIM FLOWERS 
TENOR 

J im Griffith, Editor 

NEAL FREDERIKSEN 
LEAO 

THE IJUfUJAATff! EIJUATHJN 
BARBERSHOP QUARTET 

CONTACT 
DAVID WRI GHT, BARITONE 
314·862-8713 

18S. Kingshighwoy 10.R 
St. Louis, Mo. 63108 

DENNIS M C C ANN 
BASS 
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Bulletin Browsing • • • 
The Aberdeen, S.D. BARBERSHOP GAZETTE reports 

tha1 GORDON GOODSPEED was selected as Barbershopper 
of 1he Month. He's the dedicated soul who opens up and 
locks up. makes the coffee , and does all those necessary 
things that someone has to do. 

The AMETONES NOTES from Ames, Iowa re ports a 
successful show with GLEN ACCOLA back in his director's 
job. ELDON ROSENE was Barbershopper of the Month for 
June. It 's apparent that he's a real barbershopper - the old
est active member in the Ames chapter. JERRY PETERMAN . 
area counselor . has sugges ted that Ames join Ft. Dodge and 
Algona for more inter-chapter activity. Sounds like a winner ! 

The NISHNA VALLEY CHORDSMEN NEWSLETTER 
s hows that the CHORDSMEN are reaJly planning ahead, 
having set their s how dates for the next five years. If planning 
ahead is important at all. the CHORDSMEN are on the road 
to success. 

The Brookings. S.D. PEALINGS reports that old veteran 
WALT MORGAN has taken ove r as president to finish the 
year of TOM REIFSCHNEIDER who has moved . The PITCH 
BLENDERS are looking forward to Brookings Centennial 
and a big 4th of July parade. 

Cedar Rapids HARMONY HAWKS report in the HAWKS
EYE about the 13th Annual Iowa City Cookie Festival. Nearly 
300 barbcrshoppe rs from Eastern Iowa attended - enough to 
split into three great choruses. DA VE LE BAR from the Ke no· 
s ha s taff visited Cedar Rapids on May 24th and visitors from 
the chapters in Iowa City. Waterloo, Davenport and Elkader 
joined in the session with Dave at Kirkwood College. 

HAPPIN ESS EXPRESS IONS from Denison, Iowa also 
ex tolls the glories of a night with DA VE LE BAR. Dave visited 
Western Iowa on May 23rd and over 65 barbershoppers 
from Algona. Ames. Atlantic, Denison. Fort Dodge. LeMars, 
Sioux City and Storm Lake were on hand to welcome him. 
TH E HAPPINESS EXPRESS CHORUS has the following 
voice distribution: 

Tenor 
Lead 
Bari 
Bass 

s 15% 
IS 45% 
7 20% 
7 20% 

34 

If Don thinks that's the dis tribution to produce a winning 
chorus. he must have seven powerful basses! 

HARMONY OVERTONES from the Des Moines chapter 
is one of the most " picturesque" bulletins in the whole 
Society. Featuring pictures by member-photographer JOHN 
ARBUCKLE. each issue tells 1he chapter 's story in pictures. 
The April issue contained no less than 37 pictures. primarily 
abou1 the chap1e r's April show where every member dressed 
as a circus performer. The chapter has many church sing
outs scheduled for the summer months. as welJ as such good 
social activities as a bus t rip to the AK-SAR-BEN race track in 
Omaha in June . a swimming party in July and the annual 
golf outing and family picnic in August. Between all these 
good times, the chorus is hard at work preparing for the 
October district chorus contest. 

We read in the VALLEY HI-LITES that the Floressant 
Valley Chapter netted a profit of $3.550 from their annual 
show and are malting good use of the funds - SS20 to the 
lns1itute of Logopedics and SSOO Harmony College tuition 
for the director . assistant director and other attendees. The 
chapter is also active in promoting babershop in the local high 
schools and are really pushing the Open House program . 
New member. KEVIN KELLER . got the thrill of his barber
shop life when he got to sing a tag with the JAX OF HAR
MONY al the after-glow on show night. 

PATHFINDER POTPOURI from Fremont, Nebraska 

reports that 2,500 patrons enjoyed their two night show fea
turing both the BLUE GRASS STUDENT UNION and the 
139th STREET QUARTET - what a tremendous combina
tion! Church sing-outs, the possibility of a Nebraska chapter 
get-together in York, Nebraska and preparation for contes t 
are the top priorities for the summer months . President 
WINSTON RASHLEIGH extolls his troops to '' ... deter
mine early whether or not you want to be a member of the 
competing chorus. If and when those of us who compete 
develop that desire to be the best and concentrate our efforts 
toward the goal of winning .... WE WILL WIN !" 

The CHAPTER SECRETARY' BULLETIN from Great 
Be nd , Kansas reported a good AFA in February and plans for 
a s how in March . How did the show go Guys? We haven't 
heard from you since March . 

Iowa City's THE OLD NEWS reported plans for its Annual 
Cookie Festival. " An evening like this should cost you at 
leas t SJ.00 . .. . but it's free (with a dozen or two cookies." 
The OLD CAPITOL CHOR US is proud of its current ranking 
as the first place chapter in Plateau 4 for the District and 3rd 
place in the entire Society (over 200 chapters). The Board 
has set aside S750 for Harmony College tuition for this sum
mer . That's S full tuitions. If more than five men want to go, 
the fund will be split among the men who want to go. 

The big news from the HARMONOTES, Kansas City's 
Heart of America chapter . is their preparation for the Inter
national chorus contest. Ninety-eight men have s igned 
"statements of intention to compete." Musical preparation 
for s ix minutes on stage is just a small part of the work needed 
to be done to get ready for the big contes t - raising S20.000 
is no small chore. You s hould read about all the projects 
they have cooking. 

We received March 5, 12, 19 and 26 issues of the BARBER
HA WK SQUAWK from Lawrence , Kansas. The BARB ER
HA WKS were proud of their new quartet, HOME TOWN 
BOYS. who walked off with top honors at their first contest, 
the Kansas Division Quartet Contest. The BARBER HAWKS 
we re not proud of the small chorus ( 12 men) they had on stage 
at the Kansas chorus contest or the small crowd that they had 
at their annual show. Hang in their tough . BARBERHA WKS. 
Whe n you 're small , there 's onJy one way to go - growl! 
Have you tried an Open House? 

The CODY CORAL. Leavenworth , Kansas, reported a well 
e nte rtained (but we wish it was larger) audience for thier 
a nnual show in April. The month of May was designated as 
Ope n House Month. How did you do, CHORALIERS? 

After qualifying for the Distric t Chorus Contest in Omaha 
in October. the LINCOLN CONTINENTALS are proud of 
themselves again under their new director , RAHN V ANDER 
HAMM. Ln the RECHORDER . the tone seems to be "we can 
be in the top ten .... if we are willing to put forth the time 
and effort to make the opportuni ty pay off." The CONTI
NENTALS are also believers in Harmony College - making 
three reservations for the school this year. 

We haven't received a bulletin from Manhattan. Kansas 
but we heard that that chapter has changed its name to the 
GRAIN BELTERS and the bulletin is called T HE REAPER'S 
DIGEST. It 's a cute name. How about putting us on your 
mailing lis t? 

HARMONY HOTLINE from the Marshalltown. Iowa 
chapter reports that things have been s low - because the 
farmer-members have had to spend their nights in their 
fields. Now that planting is completed, act ivity has picked up. 
The MARSHALLTONES visited Des Moines recently and the 
combined chorus sound was fantastic! It was a fun night with 
new songs and old, quartet performances, a little wood
s hedding. refreshments and an all·around swell time. Inter
chapter visits are great ! Des Moines will return the visit this 
s ummer. 

Received the January. February and March issues of OFF 
THE CLEFF, McPherson, Kansas bulle tin, from new editor , 
JOHN SHEETS. The LIGHT CAPITAL SINGERS hosted the 
Kansas Division contes t on March 10th with eleven quartets 
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and nine choruses . Although the contest was great, the high· 
Ug ht of the weekend was a song by a group of children from 
the lnstitute of Logopedics. 

Received one issue, January, of the SUNFLOWER SEEDS 
from the Salina, Kansas chapter, reporting their Officer 
Installation, cancellation of their Annual Show and goals for 
1979. We hope the flowers are blooming for the SUNFLOW
ER CHORUS. What ' s cook.in '? 

The Sheldon CHORDMASTER reports that their fall show 
is shaping up nicely with the RLNG OF GOLD from Mankato, 
Minn . and the SOUND GALLERY from Milwaukee as fea 
tured quartets. The chorus has been very busy this year with 
church and retirement home sing-outs, guest nights, sweet
hearts party. 

COONSKLN CAPPER from St. Charles, Mo. reported that 
it would hold a chorus-quartet show and a dinner dance on 
June 9th . Sounded like a fun night. How did it go? 

THE SPIRITS SPEAK from St. Louis No. 1 gives a big 
WOW to their QUADRATIC EQUATION who put it all toget
her for a 4th place finish (and alternates to the International 
Contest) at the St. Joe contest. The chapter apparently bad a 
very successfu l Open House with 60 members, 19 guests and 
20 wives/ sweethearts in attendance. St. Louis No. I is aiming 
for a I 00 member goal. 

By the time you read this issue of the SERENADE. licensed 
chapter BLACK HA WK METRO , will have received its 
charter on June 23rd. NEWS OF NOTE. editor DA VE HAYS ' 
excellent bulletin. is proof that a chapter does not have to be 
an old, big one to have a aood bulletin . All you need is a 
dedicated editor who is willing to do a lot of work and the 
cooperation of the other members. Good luck to BLACK 
HA WK METRO ! The PROUD IMAGE has risen ! 

The CHORD CRJER from the Twin Town Chapte r (Water· 
loo-Cedar Falls) reports that preparations are well underway 
for the chapter's annual s how to be held on September 8th . 
Guest quartets will be THE NIGHT HOWLS from St. Paul. 
Minn . and THE MID-CONTINENTALS from St. Joe , Mo. 
Sounds like a winner. 

The last . issue of the WI CHIT A WOODSHED DER we 
received told about the upcoming show featuring the NOVA 
CHORDS and the SHONDELLS. With CLIFF PAPE leading 
the way, the AIR CAPITOL CHORUS is bound to have had 
a total success. But that show was held on April 21st .. . . 
how was it? 

Hank Stromenger 
(with an assist from Ye Editor) 

To all BULLETIN EDITORS: We enjoy your " rags . " Send 
us each issue so we can me ntion your news in this column. 

TO ALL CHAPTER PRESIDENTS: Can it be tha t so many 
chapters don' t have a bulle tin? We have received no bulletins 
from the following Central States District chapters : Algona. 
Burlington, Centerville, Davenport, Dubuque, Elkader , 
Forest City, Fort Dodge. LeMars, Mason City, Ottumwa, 
Sioux City, Storm Lake, and Waukon in Iowa ; Concordia , 
Emporia, Hays. Hutchinson, Manhattan, Overland Park and 
Topeka in Kansas; Carthage, Columbia, Harrisonville , 
Joplin, St. J oseph, St. Louis Suburban , and Springfield in 
Missouri; Hastings, Kearney and Omaha in Nebraska; and 
Milbank, Sioux FaUs , Sisseton, Viborg and Watertown in 
South Dakota. This can' t mean that 36 chapters don' t put out 
a bulletin. Some of the chapte rs wonder why their attendance 
is dwindling. their turn-outs for sing-outs is sparse. the An· 
nual Show was not too well attended . Could it be that the 
chapter's communications with its members , prospective 
members, and the public is poor or non-existent? A simple 
chapter buJJetin will help. Again, I suggest MR. PRESIDENT 
that you put out a simple one yourself until you can find a 
dedicated barbershopper to do the job for you . Your chapter 
will benefit from the effort. 

Jim Griffith, Editor 
The Central States Serenade 

Corrections/Changes to the 
1979 CSD Directory 
Page 

5 Past CSD President 
1968 Mike Michel Address Correction to: 2456 So. 
Ferguson 

8 DVP - Missouri 
Dick Culler s Business Phone Correction to: 417-
451-4550. Dick Cullers Address Zip Code is 65723 

10 Awards Procurement Committee Address Change: 
Raymond R. Boo , 740 63rd St., Des Moines , Iowa 
50312 

12 Eastern Iowa Division Music ConsuJtant Change: 
Jim Inghram is replaced by: Steve Murphy, 1125 
Penkridge Dr. , Iowa City, Iowa 52240, 319-351-5148 

18 Ames , Iowa Chapter Corrections: 
President - is Loren Muench rather than Don 
Burton 
PVP - Dave Nielsen's address is 520 Pammel , 
Ames , Iowa 50010 
Bulletin Editor - Roger Heimstra's telephone is 
515-232-0393 

26 Mason City, Iowa Chapter Corrections : 
President - Ron Phillips telephone is 515-423-1445 
Home, 515-421 -6273 Office 

27 Sheldon, Iowa Chapter Correction: 
Secretary-Ken Van Oort ' s address is 2022 E. 14th 
St., Rock Valley, Iowa 51247 

36 McPherson, Kansas Chapter Change: 
District Delegate - Richard L. Hawkes is replaced 
by: Howard Stenzel , 735 E . Martin , McPherson , 
Kansas 67560, 316-241-5947 

38 Wichita, Kansas Chapter Change: 
MVP - William M. Mock is replaced by: Vernon L. 
Tyson, 1101 S. Minneapolis, Wichita, Kansas 
67211,316-264-2155 

41 St. Charles , Missouri Chapter Change: 
Secre tary - Dick Chambers is replaced by: James 
R. Kekeisen , 2460 Driftwood Lane , Creve Coeur. 
Missouri 63141, 314-434-5224 

43 St. Louis , Missouri Suburban Chapter Changes: 
New Rehearsal Location: Clayton Elks Home, one 
mile west ofl-270 on Ladue Road, 314-432-5179 
New Secretary: Charles Kellerman, #6 Kirken 
Knoll, St. Louis , Missouri 63131 , 314-432-5179 
New Bulletin Editor: Mike Abramowitz, 498 Mead
ow Green Place, Creve Coeur, Mo. 63143, 314-878-
0580 

44 Fremont, Nebraska Chapter Change: 
New Treasurer - Don McPherran , 1500 North 
Garfield St ., Fremont, Nebraska 68025, 402-
721-4766 



CENTRFIL STFITES 
SERENFIDE 

JAMES L. GRIFFITH 
104 West Ridge Drive 

Harmony Hill, Pheasant Ridge 
West Des Moines, Iowa 50265 

1979 CENTRAL STATES DISTRICT CALENDAR 
MAY SEPTEMBER 

5 Omaha, Nebraska Parade 8 Dave Stevens - A r rangers RAP 
12 Emporia, Kansas Parade 8 Wa terloo-Cedar Falls, Iowa Parade 
17 Eastern Iowa Cookie Festival, Iowa City 22 Waukon, Iowa Parade 
21-25 Dove loBar-Areo Seminars 29 Sheldon, Iowa Parade 

OCTOBER 
JUNE 5-7 District Convention at Omaha, Nebraska 

9 St. Charles, Mo. Parade 13 Aberdeen, So.Dak.Parade 
23 Black Hawk Metro Charter Show 20 Sioux Falls , So. Dok. Parade 

20 Hastings, Nebraska Parade 
JULY 20 Dubuque, Iowa Parade 

2-7 lnternatioinal Convention at Minneapolis, Minn. NOVEMBER 
21 Kansas Division HEP School. Great Bend, Kansas 3 Elkader, Iowa Parade 

3 McPherson, Kansas Parade 
AUGUST 3 Marshalltown, Iowa Parade 

5-12 Harmony College at St. Joseph, Mo. 17 St. Louis No. 1 Parade 
20-23 Dove Stevens - Area Seminars 17-18 COTS, Chapter Officer Training School 
25 Dave Stevens - Arrangers RAP 24 Storm lake, Iowa Parade 

WOULD YOU PAY A QUARTER NOT TO 
RECEIVE THE CENTRAL STATES SERENADE? 

Your editor paid out a lot of quarters to his mailman 
after the March issue of The Serenade was mailed out. 
E very quarter that was paid represented a copy of that 
issue that some Central States barbershopper did not 
receive. In fact, the Post Office Department cut the 
address label off of inco"ectly addressed copies and 
threw the rest of the magazine away. They sent the 
address labels to the Editor with either a new address 
or the notation that the addressee had moved and left 
no forwarding address. 

The Central States Serenade is mailed to nearly 3, 000 
Central States barbershoppers and is addressed by 
using labels prepared by the International office. In 
fact, the labels are made from the same computer file 
that prints the label on your copy of the Harmonizer. 
You may get your Harmonizer if you move because it 
is mailed as 2nd class mail. We have applied for a 

2nd class mail permit but at the present time, we use 
3rd class mail. It ·s cheaper but an e"or as small as one 
number wrong in the address and we get it back and the 
addressee is out of luck. 

If you change your address, report it to your Chapter 
Secretary and ask him to report your new address to 
Frank Santarelli, Membership Services, at Kenosha. 
If you don 't have any faith in your Chapter Secretary, 
you can report the change to International yourself. 
Send the information to: SPEBSQSA, PO Box 575, 
Kenosha, Wi. 53141. Don 't report the change to the 
Editor. I'll just have to turn around and send it on to 
Kenosha. My filing system is not perfect and I may lose 
it instead of reporting it. 

Let's an save time and let the District save some 
cash. I may run out of quarters! 
"Ye Ed" 


