
This last issue of the "SER E NADE" for the 1951-52 year will largely be given over 
to a report of our Regional Contest and A n nual Business meeting held at St . Louis, Mo., 
April 4 th and ·5th, 1952 . 

As most of you know by no w , the five winning quartets to represent CSA at Kansas 
City, Mo., in June a re as follows: 

AIR CAPI TOL FOUR , 
THE FOUR T EENS, 
THE GAMBOL IER S, 
HY-POWER SERENADERS , 
THE ORPHANS , 

Wichita , Kansas 
Scott Air Base 
Kansas City , Mo. 
Kansas City , Mo. 
Wichita, Kansas 

Occupying the 'alternate' spot (in case any one of the above groups cannot go ) are 
the KERNELS , from Omaha, Nebra ska. Our congratulations to these fine quartets. We 1re 
bettin' on 'em ! ! ! 

Of course, no one can win {or lose, for that matter), without the 'help 1 of Judges, 
Timekeepers, and M. C's. To these hardy souls who take their time and talent for the 
dubious 'pleasl.!re' of getting themselves out on the proverbial limb, we extend our deep
est appreciation . They were: 

Edwin S. Smith, Chairman, 
Jerry Beeler, 

Wayne, Michigan 
Evansville, Indiana 
Terre Haute, Indiana 
St. L ouis , Mo. 
Wich ita , Kansas 

Carl Jones, 
Joe E . Wodicka , 
J . Frank Rice , 
Arthur E. Eilers, 
Cecil Muellerleile , 
Ken Way, 
Berney Simner , 

S t. L ouis , Missouri 
St. L ouis , Missouri 
Centralia , Missouri 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Of interest to ALL members of CSA, are the names of the gentlemen who will guide 
our destinies for the next fiscal year. Finding top men for these offices is one thing; 
getting them to agree to serve is still another. In both instances, Floyd Str ong and his 
Nominating Committee batted l 00%. Needless to say, their election was unanimous. 
They are: 

President 
Vice-President 
Vice-President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 

Ray W. Jones , Des Moines , Iowa 
Harry Sparrow , C olorado Springs , Colo. 
R. W. Van Wyngarden , Mexico, Mo. 
C. H. Wall, Springfield, Mo. 
W. R. Shackleford, Wichita, Kansas 

Meetings, like the April 4th and 5th sessions, always involve business; business, 
in turn, necessitates reports; reports usually result in reams of verbiage which may or 
may not be of interest to the average member. We therefore will give you the gist of the 
vital statistics (in order to get as much in this publication as possible) , and extend our 
apologies for such 'cutting' and ed i ting a:s may be necessary. 



MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL 1952 M EETING 
of the 

CENTRAL STATES ASSOCIATION of CHAPTERS 
St. Louis , Mo., April 4 & 5 

The first meeting was held on Friday, April 4th at 1:30 p. m. in Parlor "A" of the 
Claridge Hotel wi th President Fahnestock presiding. Initial attendance was 20. 

Following th e singing of " The Old Songs " lead by Berney Simner, the group was 
given an official welcome by M. C. " Buzz" Swank, President of the St. Louis Chapte r and 
General Chairman of the Regional meeting and contest. Swank, in turn , presented John 
Wray, Ticket Chairman who advised regarding tickets and reservations. 

President Fahnestock's first order of business was to appoint various individuals 
and committees as follows: 

Sargeant-at - Arms: Joe Mahoney. 
Credentials Committee: Fred Taylor, Chmn ., M. W. Roberts, Frank Dawes. 
Resolutions Committee: M . E. Chambers, Chmn., Ray Strindmo, Harold Swanson. 
Auditing Committee: Glenn Miller, Chrnn., Henry Guyer, G eorge Williams. 

At this juncture, visitors and delegates stood and introduced themselves. Berney 
Simner, who needs no introduction, was again i ntroduced and gave a history of CSA ... 
copies of which may be obtained from Emmett Kissell, Herb Wall , or the man Simner 
himself. 

The Wichita ORPHANS, present for the Regional Conte st , were introduced at this 
point and gave two splendid selections. 

McRoberts, of Colorado Springs then discussed organizing of quartets and his com
ments were followed by Pres. Fahnestock who outlined Wichita's experiences . McRoberts, 
Swank, and Gentzl er discussed 'helping quartets get started ' and Kapitzke of the L and-0-
Lakes District advised on methods used in their area . 

After a discussion on publicity for meetings by Bob Hulsick , of St. Louis, Pres. 
F ahnestock called a short intermission. 

On resumption of business , Glenn Miller , of Salina , Kansas , talked on Chapter 
Choruses and various other items of interest relating to chorus p roblems . Glen was 
followed to the floor by George Williams, of Spencer, Iowa, who discussed at length the 
operation of chapters in the average sized city and elaborated on the huge success en
joyed by his chapter. 

Floyd Strong, of Topeka, Kansas, gave an interesting talk relative to chorus di
rection and management stressing the fact that choruses should (1) have new songs and 
changes in methods from time to time to hold interest , and (2) plan well and then back up 
the director in what he attempts to do. 

"Buzz" Swank announced that the Wichita ORPHANS had just sung over St. Loui s' 
KMOX ... The first time a barbershop quartet had made it on that radio station. 

After a general discussion of numerous chapter problems, President Fahnestock 
adjourned the meeting at 5:00 p. m .... until 6:00 p. m. where , in the Victoria Room with 
more than 100 members and wives in attendance, an elegant b anquet was served. 

At 9:00 p. m. the meeting was resumed i n the Victoria Room with a model chapter 
meeting put on by the host St. Louis chapters. 



Saturday Morning, April 5th, 9: 00 a. m. 

Pr e sident Fahnestock called the meeting to order and after introducing s e veral 
distinguishe d members present, proceeded to hear reports from the various committees 
and Distric t officers. First up was Fred Taylor, Credentials Chairman who advised 
that 15 del e gates and one proxy were accounted for and mov~d that, lacking a quorum, the 
By-laws be suspended so that the meeting could proceed. 

President Fahnestock then presented his annual and farewell report which revealed 
a number of noteworthy statistics: 

1. CSA now has 70 chapters, fewer than a year ago but total membership about the· 
same. 

2. Eleven chapters were rescinded. These chapters had been on the downgrade and 
finally could not remit for the per capita tax for the minimum {16) members. 

3. Six new chapters were started during the year and as of April 5th, five were 
filling out chapter applications . 

4. Breakdown of CSA by states shows chapters and total membership as: 

Colorado 6 Chapters 222 Members 
Iowa 13 11 550 It 

Kansas 22 11 784 11 

Missouri 15 II 697 " 
Nebraska 10 II 314 " 
South Dakota 3 II 80 1 1 

Wyoming 1 II 19 II 

Total 70 Chapters 2,666 Members 

Following the above report came that of District Secretary Emmett Kissell , one of 
the hardest working secretaries in CSA history. Sec'y Kissell covered much of the data 
given above and added that CSA is by far the largest district in the Society in member
ship, in number of chapters, and in total real estate covered being about 1, 000 miles by 
600 miles in size. 

Reading of the minutes of the last District business meeting wa.s waived due to 
same having previously been published . 

Floyd Strong gave an instructive report on Laws &: Regulations which govern our 
chapters, the District and the Society in general. After a short discussion on this subject 
the Resolutions Committee's report was read by Chairman Chambers and unanimously 
accepted. Report of the Auditing Committee was presented by Chairman Miller and ac
cepted. District bank balance at the time of auditing was $1, 351. 55. 

Allen Kapitzke, of the L and-0-Lakes District and one of the Convention's princi
pal speakers, gave his most interesting talk on chapter and District operation and the 
work of Area Counselors and Officers. 

Floyd Strong , Chairman of the Nominating Committee (which also included E. L. 
Yennard and Don Evans) presented his r eport and list of nominees. There were no other 
nominations from the floor and the Secretary cast a unanimous ballot fo.r the office r s 
named. See Page 1 for the list. 

A bid by Sioux City , Iowa Chapter to host the fall District Contest and meeting was 
offered and accepted. The mid - year gathering will be around Nov. 1st. Exact date to 
be announced later. No action was taken on request by Denver , Colorado Springs and 
Longmont Chapters to hold next year's Regional Contest in Colorado. 



A fter considerable di scussion relative to t h e i ncreasing amount of wor k on the p art 
o f the District P resident a nd Sec r etary, it was move d and ca rri ed that (a) the Dis t rict 
President be allowed $ 30 0.00 for extra secretarial se rvi ces and (b) the D istri ct Se c r e tary 
b e a llowed $10.00 per month f or similar service s with such adjustment as may be n eed e d 
a t the e nd of the year. 

Following discussion by G e ntzl e r on Kansas City's June 15th show for the benefit 
o f the Armed Forces Collaboration program, and a talk by K e n Way on Publicity and 
D istrict advancement, Floyd Strong reviewed the work of t h e Dis t rict officers d uring the 
past year and a standing vote of thanks was given those present: Fahnestock, Ki ssell and 
Sandifer. Absent were Jones and Phelps. 

At 12:00 noon motion to adjourn was made ... and carried. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
On the preceeding page we n-ientioned the report of the Audi ti ng Committee and the 

bank balance as of April 5th at the time of the offi c ial a udit . We give you now th e general 
d etails of t he District's income and out-go. 

Bank Balance - April 26th, 1951 

R e ceipts during the y ear : 

CSA Regional Conte st at Springfield, Mo. 

CSA Dis t ric t Contest at Great Bend, Kansas 

Per Capita Tax from Detroit Office 

Total 

Disbursements: 

Stationery and G e neral Supplies 
Postage, General 
Postage, Bulletins 
Printing, Bulletins 
Roster 
Telephone and Teleg r aph 
Travel Allowance 
Stenographi c Services 
Unclassified 

Bank Balance - March 31 st , 1952 

$168.93 
103.65 
114.20 
381. 48 
350 .82 
229.84 
156.32 
300 . 00 
297. 33 

$1,762 . 67 

367. 0 5 

96. 40 

1, 228 .00 

$ 3, 454. 12 

2, 102.57 

$1,351.55 

(Note: Additional income received after the above report but prior to M a y 1st in the 
amount of $445. 50 make s the total balance of this dat e $1, 797. 05.) 


