
Leonara's Lines 
on L ogopedics 

by Leonard Purvis 
CSD Logopedics Chairman 

As I write this, we've just returned 
from the 54th Annual International 
convention and contests. Once again, 
it was a great success, and the compe
tition just gets tougher each year. We 
as a district were represented admira
bly at all levels. 

First of all, the first Collegiate Quar
tet Harmony Sweepstakes was held 
with 16 quartets from around the United 
States. Three of those quartets were 
from Central States with the Four 
Hoarsemen from the University of 
Nebraska in Lincoln taking second and 
Water Street Junction from Luther 
College in Decorah, Iowa, winning the 
contest. Great work, guys. I hope we 
can continue this contest and our domi
nation of it. 

The International quartet contest 
consisted of 55 quartets with only two 
from CSD Both quartets performed 
beautifully with the Main Street Sta
tion earning 26th place and the Gas 
House Gang second behind Keep· 
sake. Both quartets are to be con
gratulated on a fine effort. 

Everyone around me was convinced 
the Gas House Gang had won it all 
after the final set on Saturday night. 
We were all mesmerized by those two 

(continued on page 10) 

International Board affirms 
support of Institute of 
Logopedics following 
recent incident 

A former member of the child-care 
staff at the Institute of Logopedics was 
arrested on July 9 for alleged sexual 
abuse of an Institute student. 

The child is an 11-year-old boy who 
is unable to speak and has been diag
nosed as having mental retardation 
and autist ic behavior. The child has 
been learning to communicate through 
use of a computer keyboard and on 
June 1, was able to tell staff of the 
incident. 

The Institute staff immediately re
ported the incident to authorities. The 
alleged offender's employment was 
terminated, but he subsequently stated 
that he is infected with HIV. As a pre
cautionary procedure, all children at 
the Institute were tested for HIV and all 
results were negative. 

"We are terribly disturbed and sad
dened by this event," said Institute 
president Jack Andrews. "We have 
dedicated our lives to advocating for 
kids, and it goes against all we stand 
for to have this happen." 

News of the incident was reported 
by Andrews to the Society's Interna
tional Board during the convention in 
New Orleans. At that meeting, the 
Board passed a resolution of support 
for the Institute as follows: 

"Resolved, that the International 
Board share the sadness of the Insti
tute of Logopedics at the recently 
reported event involving unlawful ac
tivities by an employee directed to
ward a child. This Board is reassured 
by the sensitive and responsible 
manner in which the Institute is dealing 
with the unfortunate situation and af
f irms it's and the Society's support of 
the Institute in this difficult time." 

-Update 
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Keepsake edges CSD's Gas House Gang 
for 1991 gold medal at New Orleans 

by J im Bagby 
Special Correspondent 

to the Serenade 

The only thing hotter than the 
weather during the 1992 International 
convention in New Orleans was the 
quartet race between Keepsake, rep
resenting the Sunshine District, from 
Polk County, Orlando, and Winter Park, 
Florida, and CSD's own Gas House 
Gang, from St. Charles. 

The Gang outscored the compe
htion in two of the three rounds, earn
ing a standing ovation in the finals for 
their no-holds-barred treatment of 
"Bright was the Night." But Keepsake 
piled up enough points in the semifi
nals to edge the gu1s from St. Charles 
and win for the Sunshine District its 
first International quartet champion
ship since the 1961 Suntones. 

The victory also meant the second 
gold medal for Keepsake lead Joe 
Connelly (Interstate Rivals, 1987) 
and bass Dan Barnick (tenor of 
Grandma's Boys, 1979). Cincinnati's 
Naturals were third for the second 
year, the never-say-die 139th Street 
Quartet from the Far Western district 
took.fourth, and another Johnny Ap
pleseed District foursome, Joker's 
Wild, soared from 10th a year ago to 
claim fifth place. 

The only other CSD quartet repre
sentative, the Main Street Station, 
from Newton and Kansas City, wowed 
the crowd with their "Star Trek" set and 
jumped to 26th, up from 28th in Louis
ville last year. 

The chorus contest turned out to be 
the burn-burner it was predicted to be, 
with the Southern Gateway Chorus of 
Cincinnati, directed by veteran gold 
medalist, Jim Miller, narrowly getting 
by the 1986 and 1989 champion Har
mon lzers of Alexandria, Virginia . 
Miller's former chorus, the Thorough
breds of Louisville, was third, followed 
by Hilltop, Minnesota, and North
brook, Illinois, both down one notch 
from a year ago. Our CSD entry, the 
Heart of America Chorus of Kansas 
City, finished in a disappointing 12th 
place. 

CSD also had lots to cheer about in 
the Society's first-ever college quartet 
contest, where Central States ac
counted for three of the 16 entrants 
and took home the top two places. 

The Gas House Gang, stlver medalists 1n the 1992 lntemational quartet contost 1n New Orleans 
Leh to nght Rob Henry (bantone). Jim Henry (bass). Rich Knight (lead) Kipp Buckner (tenor) 
Photo by Dick Stuart, PROBE 

First place went to the Water Street 
Junction of Decorah, Iowa, coactied 
by Beatrice chorus director (and fa· 
ther of the baritone) Larry Monson. 
The runner-up was the Four Hoarse
men of Lincoln, coached by Dale 
Comer. 

The Rural Route 4 were the mike 
testers for the contest. which drew an 
overt low ballroom crowd of well over a 
thousand. 

The Gas House Gang was third a 
year ago in Louisville, while then-new 

Keepsake missed the gold only be
cause of a n1'ar disqualification in the 
arrangement category . But the Gang 
stamped themselves the odds-on fa
vorite for the 1993 Calgary competi
tion with three solid rounds. 

Their finals set, a tribute to ear1y-day 
Society quartets, arranged by David 
Wright, concluded with "Shine." After 
the performance, bass Tom Massen
gale of the 194 1 champion 
Chordbusterssaidgleefully, "The Flat 
Foot Four never sang it like that!" 

1992 International gold goes to 
Southern Gateway Chorus second time 

With 134 singers on stage, just 
slightly more than twice the number 
they had when they captured the cov
eted gold metal for the first time back in 
1973 in Portland. Oregon, the South
ern Gateway Chorus of Western Hills 
(Cincinnati) , Ohio, beat out the Har
monizers of Alexandria, Virginia, for 
the 1992 International chorus champi
onship. 

But it was only a matter of time for 
Director Jim Miller, who had led the 
Louisville Thoroughbreds to six of 
their seven International champion
ships. The Harmonizers, directed by 
Scott Werner and in quest of their 
third gold medal to go with their wins in 
1986 and 1989, were in second place, 
only 33 points behind Southern Gate
way. 

And speaking of the Thorough
breds, directed by Allen Hatton and 
competing for their eighth gold medal 
- their first since 1984 - they took 

third place, 23 points behind Alexan
dria. 

The Great Northern Union of Hill
top, Minnesota, under their new direc
tor, Dean Haagenson, finished in 
fourth place, and rounding out the top 
five was the New Tradition of North
brook, Illinois, with Jay Glallombardo 
out front. 

And what about Jim Bagby's Heart 
of America Chorus, this year's CSD 
representative in the chorus contest? 
Well, the guys from Kansas City sur
vived a neardisasterwhen Jlm'swhite 
vest came apart and dropped down 
around his hips near the beginning of 
their number, an up tune. But that 
probably had little to do with their dis
appointing 12th place finish. 

In the aftermath, they're trying to 
focus on the upcoming district contest 
in Omaha and next year's International 
go-around in Calgary. They fervently 
believe that their seventh place stand
ing at Louisville last year is more in
dicative of what they are capable of 
accomplishing, and they intend to 
continue their quest for a medal in 
1993. 
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From the Serenade -
Twenty-six years ago -

September, 1966 

The Topeka Chapter was preparing 
to host the 1966 CSD fall convention. 
The brand new Ramada Inn would be 
the headquarters, and the contest site 
was to be the Municipal Auditorium. 

The Logopedics Spectacular, hosted 
jointly on July 1 O by the Wichita, 
Emporia, Lawrence, Topeka and 
Ponca City, Oklahoma, Chapters was 
successful in raising $4,892 for the 
kids at the IOL. Guest quartets on the 
program included the Four Rene
gades, the Mid-States Four, the 
Schmitt Brothers, andthe Sidewind
ers, all past International champions. 
Nowonderthey made so much money! 
Wonder why we don't do more things 
like that these days. 

Stew Vaughn, editor for many years 
of the Pony Express Writer, the St. 
Joseph Chapter bulletin and a past 
editor of the Serenade. is elected a 
vice president of PROBE. Wonderwhy 
St. Joe hasn't published a chapter 
bulletin in years. 

Speaking of St. Joseph, the Pony 
Expressmen finished in 10th place in 
the 1966 International in Chicago. but 
it was not because Director Byron 
Myers was wearing a neck brace fol
lowing an injury a few days before the 
contest. 

Serenade 
FAX Number 

(913) 
749-0179 

District President Bob Lego out
lined in considerable detail a proposal 
that would divide the district into four 
separate sections, each of which would 
hold an annual section contest for 
choruses and quartets as a prelimi
nary. integral feature. of the district 
contest. In order to be eligible for the 
district contest, each quartet and cho
rus would have to "qualify" in its own 
sectional contest. The proposal was to 
be considered by the district board at 
its meeting during the convention in 
Topeka. We'll try to find out what they 
did and let you know next time. 

The Hutchinson Chapter applied 
for its license. 

Ten years ago -
September, 1982 

Dr. Robert. D. "Bob" Johnson re
tired after 20 years as the Society's 
Director of music Education and Serv
ices. He had served for the last time a~ 
the dean of Harmony college, an insti
tution he had established in 1970. 

The two CSD representatives in the 
International Bulletin contest did ex
tremely well. Jerry Easter's Pride 
Piper, the Black Hawk Metro Chapter 
bulletin, finished in second place, and 
Happiness Expressions, the Denison 
Chapter bulletin, edited by Gerry Pe
terman, took fourth place. 

·· The Serenad8 ia lhe offic:iil publication 
of the Central Slates Dislrict of the Society 
for the Preservation and Encouragement 
of Barbershop Quartet Singing in America, 
Inc: All articles ncit accompanied by a by
fine have been written by the editor and do 
not necessarily rafted the opinions of the 
members and officers of the Centra.1 StaleS 
District or the SPEBSOSA. Space in the 
Serenade will be made available for op
posing points of view. 

From the Edge -

by Wade Dexter 
Editor, the Serenade 

First , I want to congratulate the Gas ton (two) and Oak Park (one). 
House Gang on their fine showing in But how do you account for the 
New Orleans. Now they'll have a silver Illinois District's amazing record, as 
medal to go with the bronze they won compared, for example, with CSD, 
in Louisville last year -and the gold which at one time included all seven 
they're bound to win in Calgary next midwestern states. For one thing, we 
year. Good luck all the way, fellows. might note that with the exception of 

As for my dear fellow HOA mem- Pekin and Bloomington, the medal-
bers- sorry I couldn't be with you, but ists are located in the metropolitan 
there's always next year, guys. And Chicago area. Could it be that the 
that goes for Main Street Station, too. concentration of population provides a 
Joyce and I are hoping she will have ready source of good singers and di-
recovered her good health once again rectors? Or does the presence of so 
so we may be with you all in Omaha in many chapters - there must be a 
October. least a dozen - contribute to prose-

You know, as a bulletin editor, I lytism, the passing of good singers 
exchange ,Pulletins with other editors and directors among good chapters, 
throughout the Society. I must get 50 sothat thebestchorusesbecomeeven 
to 60 bulletins in the mail every month. better? 
And I'm constantly amazed by some of It doesn't really make much differ-
thefascinating things I discover in these ence that Illinois has had 25 lnterna-
publications. tional medalists in the past 39 years. 

The other day I came across an item while their next door neighbor to the 
in Sweepings from the Elgin Barber west has had only three. There's noth-
Shop, the bulletin of the Elg in, Illinois, ing much can be done about it. I just 
Chapter, edited by Paul Will. The ar- thought you'd find it interesting. 
ticle had originated in the West Towns · (Editor's Note: We should point 
Crier, the Lombard, Illinois, Chapter. out that Tom Toftey wrote this article 
edited by Tom Toftey. prior to the 1992 International contest 

Tom pointed out that of the 39 In- in New Orleans last month at which 
ternational chorus contests to date, an Northbrook, with a fifth place finish 
Illinois District chorus was a medalist became the 26th International medal-
in 25 of them. There were four first ist from the Illinois District.) 
(Pekin three times and Lombard (Also, in counting the 39 lnterna-
once). six seconds, f ive thirds, six tional contests prior to 1992, Tom 
fourths, and fou r fifths. obviously included the 1953contest in 

As nearly as I can determine, CSD Detroit inwhichtheoldSpencer,lowa. 
choruses have medaled only three Chapter - remember the Four Nub-
times during that period. They were bins? - took fifth place. We don't 
Cedar Rapids (twice, in 1959 and know whether they were awarding 
1968) and St.Joseph (once in 1972): medals at that time. However, partici-

For those of you may be interested, pat ion i~ that contest was by invitation 
the Illinois District medalists were. only on a '1rial" basis and didn't include 
according to Tom Toftey's article: a chorus representative from each dis-
Lombard (seven medals). Pekin (six), trict. The first genuine SPEBSOSA 
Northbrook (four), Arlington Heights International contest took place in 1954 
(three), LeGrange (two). Blooming- in W~shington , D.C.) 

CSD entries score well in 
International Bulletin Contest 

Dubuque 's Chord Courier. edited 
by Gene Zeimet, and the OMAHAr
monizer, the Omaha Chapter bulletin, 
edited by Dave Stock, took fourth and 
fifth place, respectively, out of the 29 
Society-wide bulletins entered in this 
year's International Bulletin Contest. 

Entries were evaluated by a triple 
panel of judges in three categories -
Content , Grammar and Style, and 
Layout and Reproduction. Out of a 
possible total of 2,000 points, the Chord 
Courieraccrued 1,850.14points, while 
the OMAHArmonizerscored 1,837.80 
points. Each district was eligible to 
qualify a maximum of two entries for a 
total of 32 contestants. However, the 
Seneca Land District fielded only one 
entry, and the Pioneer District had no 
entries at all. 

The IBC winner. w~h 1,975.42 points. 
was the Red Rose Rag, the bulletin of 
the Lancaster, Pennsylvania, Chap
ter of the Mid-Atlantic District. 

The CSD representatives were se
lected in district competition last year. 
The top two finishers in that contest 
qualified to represent the district in this 
year's IBC. 

Serenade Deadlines and Mailing Dates 

Edition 
September/October 
November/December 
January/February 

Deadline 
August 15, 1992 
October 15, 1992 
December 15. 1992 

Approx. 
Malling Date 

September 1, 1992 
November 2 , 1992 
January 2. 1993 



CONGRATULATIONS 

... to Cal and Mary Yoder on 
the birth of twin daughters on 
Friday, Apnl 10, at St. Luke~ 
Hospital in Kansas City. 

Cal is a member of the Heart 
of America Chorus of Kansas 
City and, as every CSD Bar
bershopper should know, sings 
the lead with the Rural Route 
4, International quartet cham
pions in 1986. 
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Cal tells us the new arrivals 
were two months premature, 
so they're being kept at the 
hospital for a few weeks. 
However, we've been assured 
that mother and daughters -
and father - are going 1ust 
fine . 

The Heart of America Chorus, under the direction of J im Bagby, finished in twelfth place in the 1992 International chorus contest in New Orleans on 
July 4. Photo by Dick Stuart, PROBE. 

Singing is fun . .. Good singing is more fun!! 
Omaha ready to roll out carpet 
for CSD fall convention, October 9-11 

The Omaha Chapter 1s proud to be 
hosting yet another CSD fall con
vention. If you 've been in Omaha for a 
contest before, come on back, you'll 
have a great time. If you 've never 
made it to a fall contest in Omaha, this 
is the year to come, because - you'll 
have a great time! Omaha has so 
much to offer. Here is just a sample of 
what's going on and where . 

Contest sessions will be held once 
again in the magnificent Orpheum 
Theater . The Orpheum w as first 
opened in 1927, and was once rated 
by Barbershoppers as their favorite 
competition site. 

The Red Lion Inn, our headquarters 
hotel, is only three blocks from the 
Orpheum and 1s one of a very few 
establishments to receive Mobil's 4-
Star rating. You will receive first class 
accommodations at rates greatly re
duced from the regular prices. Chil
dren under 18 stay free with their par
ents, so bring the family. 

The Radisson-Redick Tower, lo
cated right across the street from the 
Orpheum, is a beautiful small hotel 
with about the same rates as the Red 
Lion. 

If needed, we also have a block of 
rooms reserved at the Days Inn at 30th 
and Chicago Streets. Although this is a 
nice hotel , with lower rates , it is 14 
blocks west and three blocks north of 
the Red Lion. 

The FUN will begin on Friday eve
ning with the quartet semif inals com
petition. Also included in the fall con
test is the Seniors Quartet competition. 
This will be followed by the Past 

Champs Show. All proceeds from this 
showwillgotothe District Travel Fund. 
There will also be free beer. What a 
deal! 

Saturday afternoon will feature the 
large -chorus con test , where the 
championship Heart of America and 
Ambassadors of Harmony choruses 
will compete with the other very fine 
large choruses for the number one 
position. On Saturday evening is the 
quartet finals and show, preceded by a 
concert on the Orpheum's Mighty Wurl
itzer Organ. courtesy of Dr. Marvin 
Faulwell of Kansas City . 

To top off a great weekend of en
tertainment and camaraderie , the 
Barbershop Church Service will be 
held on Sunday morning. 

For those of you with a sense of 
adventure, Omaha has many things to 
chose from. The Old Market area, with 
its old style brick streets and horse 
drawn buggies, has many specialty 
shops, books, antiques, clothes of 
every description, and numerous res
taurants. 

You may want to take a stroll through 
the Central Park Mall, a great place to 
stop and sme II the flowers, and maybe 
even feed the ducks. Don't forget the 
ever expanding Henry Doorly Zoo, with 
its' newly opened extraordinary Lied 
Jungle. 

Other points of interest include the 
Omaha History Museum, the Union 
Pacific Museum, Joslyn Art Museum, 
and Boys Town plus more shopping 
and the Bluffs Run dog track in Council 
Bluffs. 

Registration and housing forms will 

Water Street Junction, four young men from Luther College tn Decorah. Iowa, one of the three 
representatrves who sang 1n district compe1111on m Omaha 1n Apnl, won first place 1n the first ever 
lntemallOnal College Quartet Contest at the 1992 convention m New Orleans They aro (not 
necessanly m this order) Brady Swenson (tenor), Jon Kohnen (lead) Eric Monson (baritone). and 
Bravls Shaw (bass) 

be sent out soon to all chapter presi
dents, district officers, and board 
members. Quartets and choruses 
should register as a group. 

Housing forms for individuals and 
ticket order forms will be published in 
the next issue of the Serenade. 

Starting this fall, registrations will be 
$19, if payment is received by Sep
tember 25, and $22 if payment is re
ceived after September 25. 

If you have any questions, or need 
additional forms. you can contact Steve 
Trusty's office, 12 Rolling Hills, Coun
cil Bluffs, IA, 51503, phone 712-366-
2669, or FAX 712-366-9119. 

Florissant Valley picks 
Paul Fair as BOTY 

by Lou Koeneman 
Florissant Valley 
Publicity Chairman 

Florissant Val ley selected our 
"Barbershopper of the Year" for 1992 
- Mr. Paul Fair , our director and 
music vice president. 

Paul ignites us with his vim, vigor, 
and vitality. It's amazing how he pushes 
himself and instills in us the desire to 
do more than we think we can. We of 
the Florissant Valley Chapter are 
proud to honor him with this much
deserved award. Paul, we salute you! 

Florissant Valley just came off our 
annual show on April 1 O and 11. The 
show was a melodrama, with music in 
the barbershop style, entitled "The Irish 
Godfather Barbershop" or "Mayhem 
With A Melody." 

Laced with Irish songs and humor, 1t 

served to deliver up some very good 
entertainment and was well accepted 
by our audiences both nights. Suc
cessful show? You bet! 

A generous gift to Logopedics is 
provided from our show revenue each 
year. 

Our show was written by one of our 
own, a tenor named Dick Olson. Dick 
has written our last two shows, and 
both have been very successful. 

We have five men in our chapter 
who have been Barbershoppers for a 
long time. They are Dick Richards, 41 
years; Ron Breckenridge, 35 years ; 
Vince Cavanaugh, 30 years ; Larry 
Forlstal, 30 years: and Paul Fair, 21 
years. Seems the longer they sing, the 
better they get. _ 

We had our annual picnic in May, 
which is always a good time for mem
bers and families 

Looking forward to another great 
year of barbershopping. 

Orientation is essential 
for new chapter members 

Orientation to the Society and the 
chapter is important to a new member. 
He should be informed about his re
sponsibilities as a member, and he 
should receive materials that tell him 
about the organization he has joined, 
or is about to join. 

Some ideas on the subject can be 
found in the Music Leadership Team 
Manual (your music vice president 
probably has a copy) and in the 
Membership Vice President's Manual. 
Make new members feel welcome and 
informed. 

- Update 

The Four Hoarsemen, from the Un1verst1y of Nebraska 1n Lincoln, finished 1n second place in the 
lnternatJonal College Ouartet in New Orleans Left to nght Sondro Mesquita (bantone), Darin 
Drown (bass). Ford Clark (lead), and Bryan Quaid (tenor) 
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Central States 
Scores Again -

by Dale Schulz 
CSD President 

I am still on Cloud Nine after the 
performance of the participants from 
Central States in New Orleans. The 
Gas House Gang became silver 
medalists and again were one of the 
favorites of those in attendance. The 
college quartet contest was a huge 
success, as the Central States District 
produced the first college quartet 
champion, Water Street Junction 
from Luther College and also the 
runner up, the Four Hoarsemen, from 
the University of Nebraska. 

The convention broke tpe 10,000 
lnark in attendance, and t wish that 
each of you could experience the en
thusiasm of an International Con
vention and contests. 

Kansas City's Heart of America 
Chorus again represented Central 
States with their usual fine perfor
mance. The caliber of the choruses 
competing continues to improve each 
year. I do not recall a contest with so 
many choruses of such high quality. 
Again, hats off to Jim Bagby and the 
Heart of America Chorus. 

I would also like to thank Amos 
Glanz and Harry Swarts for staging 
the "pep rally" in the absence of Merrill 
Altch.lnson. 

The Main Street Station also repre
sented us well as did the Smor
gaschords from Butler Community 
College in the college quartet contest. 
Our hats are off to each of them for 
their fine performances. 

The 1992 International Bulletin 
Contest resulted in two bulletins from 
Central States in the top five. The 
Chord Courier from the Dubuque 
Chapter, Gene Zeimet, editor, was 
fourth and the OMAHArmonizer of 
Omaha, Dave Stock, editor, placed 
fifth. Congratulations for your efforts. 

The Central States District Logo
pedics raffle gift received a great re
sponse. A special thank you to 
Flexsteel Industries, Inc. of Dubuque 
and chapter member Leroy Dietrich 
for handling the donation of the 
Flexsteel rocker-recliner-lounger. 
Thanks also to Leonard Purvis and 
all those who helped in the booth at 
New Orleans. 

I'm not sure that I can remember all 
the things that took place in New Or
leans as the week of fun and meetings 
flew by. The district presidents met for 
two full days with one halJ of the sec
ond day attending the International 

board meeting. 
A new program, "Lifeblood," was 

explained by Eric Jackson and dis
cussed by the IBM's. We will hear 
more about this in the near future. 

We .addressed many items which 
we will discuss ·at the CSD board 
meeting in Omaha in October. You're 
alll welcome to attend and bec;ome 
more involved with your district func
tions. 

I have some good news and some 
bad news. First, the bad news is that 
we are still down 3% in membership 
this year. We need to remember that 
"Membership Begins With Me." 

The good news, and we have two 
items, is that we have received the 
charter for Mitchell, South Dakota, 
which will be presented at their charter 
show on October 3. I would like to 
thank Norm Grosz, South Dakota DVP 
for his efforts in helping Mitchell over 
the past years. 

The second piece of good news is 
that we have an extension site in 
Council Grove, Kansas. I know that 
with the help of Bob Swenson, Roger 
Lusk, and the Manhattan Chapter, 
they're in good hands. As the song 
says, "This may be the start of some
thing big." 

I would like to remind all of you who 
were at the spring convention in Omaha 
about the vow that "y'all" took. We 
agreed to bring another member or 
couple with us this fall to the conven
tion in Omaha. The dates are October 
9-11 , so lets start talking about this to 
another member now. The future of 
the Central States depends on you. 

I promised myself that this would be 
a short article. Oh, well .. . See you in 
Omaha. 

On the 
International scene 

By Bob Swenson 
CSD International Board Member 

It was my privilege to represent the 
Central States District on the In
ternational board during its two-day 
meeting at our 54th International con
vention in New Orleans. It was a pleas
ure to work with men whom I have 
known for several years on this gov
erning body. 

The board heard reports, discussed 
proposals, and carried on the Society's 
business for the better part of two 
days. While it's impossible to relate all 
of the proceedings, there are a few 
highlights I'd like to share. 

In light of the heartbreaking and 
unfortunate news surrounding recent 
incidents at the Institute of Logopedics, 
the International board passed a reso
lution of support for the Institute. This 
unanimous resolution urges all chap
ters to continue support of this most 
worthwhile project. 

Annual affiliation agreements were 
approved for AAM BS (Australia), 
DABS (The Netherlands), SPATS 
(South Africa) and BING! (Germany). 
These agreements complement BABS 
(Great Britain), NZABS (New Zeal
and), and SNOBS (Sweden), whose 
affiliation agreements were approved 
in January. 

A new resolution regarding col
laboration with other groups has 
cleared the way for more involvement 
w1ith other singing and nonsinging 
groups. While the previous policy was 
somewhat restrictive. this new resolu-

Membership begins w:ith 

by Bob Swenson 
Director, Membership Development 

The membership figures for our 
district still do not bring very much 
good news. As o.f May 31, our district 
membership stands at 2,389, which is 
98 members less than at the same 
time one year ago, and 92 members 
below our December 31, 1991 total. 

If we are to achieve our goal of two 
additional members per chapter dur
ing this year, we need to gain 224 
members in the last half of the year. 

We have several bright spots to 
report, since some chapters are taking 
their membership growth as the best 
indicator of how well they are doing. 
St. Charles takes honors currently for 
having 23 more members than one 
year ago. Two other chapters, Cedar 
Rapids and Lincoln, have bothgained 
ten members over the past year. Fre
mont, Franklin County, and Lib
eral have each gained seven new 
members during this time. 

Other gainers among our chapters 
are Iowa City, Ottumwa, Ames, 
Sheldon, Overland Park, Leaven
worth, Topeka, Hays, McPherson, 
Salina, St. Louis Suburban, Lexlng-

-all of us 
ton, Papillion, Kearney, and Water· 
town. \ 

We also need to recognize those 
chapters who are recruiting because 
they have replaced members who have 
gone on to other things. Remaining 
steady for the past 12 months are: 
Aberdeen, Viborg, Joplin, Manhat· 
tan, Beloit, Sioux City, Storm Lake, 
Mason City, Denison, and Dubuque. 

Now the bad news! If your chapter 
isn't listed above, your chapter lost 
membership during the 12 months 
ended May 31, 1992. While there is a 
great temptation to list all those chap
ters who are not growing, we would 
rather encourage you to get on the 
"good guy" list above. 

Ask your membership vice presi
dent what you can do to help in gaintng 
members. Serve on your membership 
committee. Talk about our Society in 
your everyday life. Make sure others 
around you know you are a Barber
shopper and proud of it. No one will 
think less of you because you belong 
to an organization that is so much fun 
and contributes so much to the better
ment of our world. Be a SINGER
BRINGER! 

Time now to register for CSD 
Seniors Quartet Contest 

Just a reminder that the CSD Seniors Quartet Contest for 
1992 will be held in Omaha during the CSD fall convention, 
October 9-11 . The Seniors Contest will coincide with the 
quartet semifinals on Friday evening, October 9. 

Quartets should indicate on their contest registration form 
that they are a seniors entry. 

Seniors quartet eligibility requirements are: 
(a) Each member must be at least 55 years of age at the 

time of the contest. 
(b) The cumulative age of all quartet members must be at 

least 240 years. 
(c) Each seniors quartet must be registered with the So

ciety. 
(d} All quartet members must be registered with the con

vention. 

tion clears the way for collaborating on 
joint projects with other groups where 
there is a mutual advantage to both 
groups. Society governing policies 
must be followed , and the distinct and 
separate identity of the Society shall 
be respected and maintained in all 
such collaborative efforts. 

A cost-sharing proposal for atten
dees at the leadership conference each 
fall had passed the board in January 
but was re-evaluated because of its 
impact on some districts. Our district 
opposed this cost-sharing proposal 
because of the difficulty in manage
ment of it. The board reversed their 
earlier decision, and each district will 
continue to pay its own travel costs to 
attend the Leadership Forum. 

International faculty for the district 
COTS schools will be available on an . 
every-other-year basis. Districts are 
expected to hold COTS each year, but 
will be responsible for their own faculty 
during the years they do not elect their 
International board member. 

Probably the most important reso
lution dealt with the future of our Soci
ety . On Tuesday afternoon, we heard 
a presentation from the future II com
mittee regarding "Life Blood." The 
members of the board, district presi
dents, and other district leaders were 
divided into groups to discuss various 
aspects of this concept and to help 
develop an implementation manual for 
this concept. 

The concept of "Life Blood" is "Every 
man, in his own way, experiencing the 
joy of hearing his voice contributing to 
barbershop harmony." 

The International board approved 
this concept unanimously and will 
support a pilot project in one or two 
districts in the next two years to perfect 
its implementation Societywide. 

Further documentation about "Life 
Blood" and any of the board's actions 
and activities is available. Please write 
me or call if you seek further informa
tion about your International Society. 



It isn't olten that we publish a photo of a last-place quartet in a contest 1n the Serenade, but the 
members of Relative Harmony, who wound up 1n 18th place in the Eastern Nebfaska Novice Quartet 
Contest tn l..Jncoln on June 8, are in themselves an 1nteresbng story. Left to nght, they are E. C. Brodd 
(baritone), Robert Brodd (bass), Gerald Johnson (lead), and Bryce Johnson (tenor) According to 
Dick Delo rm ol the Lincoln Continentals, who sent us the photo, Gerald Johnson, who drives 75 
miles one way to attend the Continentals' meetings on Monday evenings, is the father of Bryce. E. 
C. Brodd is Bryce's grandfather. and Robert Brodd is his uncle. The Brodds are lrom Fremont. 
Clever name for the quartet, don't you think? 

CSD Mini-Harmony College not well attended, 
but a good time was had by all 

by Winston Rashleigh 
CSD Music Vice President 

The 1992 International convention 
is now history as is the 1992 CSD Mini
Harmony College. Both events were 
spectacular. Our congratulations to all 
those who participated at International 
and particularly those who represented 
the Central States District. You con
tinue to make us proud! 

This was another great year at the 
CSD Mini-Harmony College. Although 
the number of students was fewer than 
in 1991 , the faculty was inspiring, tire
less, and so willing to share their time, 
talent , and knowledge with those stu
dents in attendance. 

On behalf of the Central States 
District, our sincere thanks to the Rural 
Route 4, a quartet second to none, 
Dennis Sorge, Steve Plumb and 
David wright, who served as coaches 
for the nine quartets attending; to Larry 
Monson, who taught the Music Fun
damentals class; to Al Baker who 
taught "Vocal Techniques;" to Gary 
Bolles, who taught "Chorus Direct· 
ing;" and to Earl Moon, who dazzled 
those attending the "Barbershop Piz· 
zaz" class with his broad knowledge, 
enthusiasm. and tags. 

A special note of thanks to my son, 
Bill , who, in addition to coaching quar
tets, assisted me in many areas, not 
the least of which was organizing and 
leading the general session. Bill w as 
one of those who encouraged me to 
accept the challenge of becoming the 
DME for Central States. even though 
he knew my musical knowledge back
ground was very limited. He has con
tinued to counsel and assist me for 
which I am most grateful. One cannot 
help but take pride in a son who chose 
to enjoy the same hobby as did his fa
ther, but who excels in it to a greater 
degree than did his father. Thanks , 
Bill! 

Yours truly was encouraged to have 
Barbershoppers from as far away as 
Davenport, Dubuque, and Mason City, 
as well as Springfield and Hays come 
to St. Joseph to share that special 
weekend of learning and fellowship. 
Evaluation reports turned in were 99% 
positive in their praise of the classes, 
faculty, and facilities. 

In fact. we had so much fun, we're 

going to provide another opportunity 
on June 4, 5 and 6, 1993, to get to
gether again. Mark your calendar now 
and make plans to attend. The facili
ties at St. Joseph have been reserved 
and the faculty contacted and all we 
need is enthusiastic Barbershoppers 
who want to have fun while they learn. 
Watch for registration forms at con
ventions and in future issues of the 
Serenade. 

This writer is looking for input, sug
gestions, ideas, or whatever it takes to 
encourage a larger attendance at the 
CSD Mini-Harmony College. It is per
plexing to realize that we have over 
200 CSD Barbershoppers within a 50-
mile-radius of St. Joseph and yet a 
small percentage of the number at
tending are from within the SO-mile 
radius. Send me your thoughts on the 
matter. I thirst for your input. 

Burt Szabo's visit to the Missouri 
Division that was originally scheduled 
for June has been changed to the 
week of November 30 through De
cember 5. Bill Rashleigh w ill be in 
the Kansas Division the week of Sep
tember 16 through September 22 and 
in the Western Iowa Division October 
1 through October 7. 

How much the budget cuts effect the 
v1s1ts of staff to the districts w ill be 
learned at the DME forum scheduled 
during Harmony College the first week 
in August. It is important that all of us 
work on retention of current members 
and exposing our hobby to new men 
who enjoy fellowship and the thrill of 
ringing a chord or two. Until next time, 
smile awhile and let a song be your 
style. 

Sweet Adelines International 
officials killed in accident 

Society Executive Director Joe Liles 
has announced the untimely death in 
an automobile accident in Oklahoma 
City on June 21 of former Sweet Ade
lines International Executive Director 
Peggy Jean Chambers, of Bristow , 
Oklahoma, and Bev Sellers, of Phoe
nix, current member of the Sweet 
Adelines International Board of Direc
tors. 
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Mason City's "Harmony of Living" 
award goes to Clear Lake man 

The Mason City Chapter's annual 
"Harmony of Living" award for 1992 
was presented to Mr. Harold T. Webb, 
Director of Special Education for the 
Northern Trails Area Education 
Agency. Mr. Webb lives in Clear Lake, 
Iowa. 

A lovely trophy was presented to 
this year's recipient by Eldon- Jan
debeur, Chairman of the "Harmony of 
Living" selection committee, during a 
brief ceremony at the spring banquet 
held at the Prime and Wine Restaurant 
in Mason City. 

In addition to Jandebeur and Jack 

Wilcox of Clear Lake, both members 
of the Mason City Chapter, the selec
tion committee consisted of the 1991 
"Harmony Of Living" award recipient, 
Dorothy North, of Rockford, Iowa; a 
former local television personality. Bob 
Clausen. of KIMT-TV Mason City; and 
Mrs. Betty Jean Clark, a former repre
sentative in the Iowa legislature. 

The "Harmony of Living" award is 
presented annually by the Mason City 
Chapter to a local citizen who, by his 
actions. has made a significant contri
bution to the harmony of life in his 
community. 

Two choruses, one quartet from CSD 
to compete in "Buckeye Invitational IV" 

Two of CSD's finest barbershop 
choruses and a quartet that narrowly 
missed qualifying for the International 
contest in New Orleans have accepted 
invitations to compete in the "Buckeye 
Invitational IV," to be held on August 
14 through 16 in Columbus. Ohio. 

The Ambassadors of Harmony of 
St. Charles and the River City Cho
rus of Mason City, who finished in 
second and third place, respectively, 
in the CSD fall contest in Kansas City 
last October, will vie w ith 10 other 

· choruses from seven districts for the 
championship. 

In addition, Sound Legacy, of Cedar 

' 

Rapids, who took third place in the 
1992 CSD Quartet Prelims in Omaha 
last April, will be competing for the 
quartet trophy. 

The "Buckeye Invitational," now in 
its fourth running, affords an oppor
tunity for choruses and quartets that 
barely missed qualifying for the In
ternational contests in New Orleans to 
sing in competit ion under conditions 
nearly comparable to the International 
itself. 

If you 're interested and need more 
information, check your last two issues 
of The Harmonizer. 

The Route n Connection, with Mike Brinkman (tenor). Scott Spil ker (lead), Ed Shaw (bass), 
and Dave Walstad (baritone), won the Eastern Nebraska Novice Quartet Championship in Lincoln 
on June 8. Scott is from Beatrice. and the other three guys are with the Llncoln Chapter. Thanks to 
Dick Delorm for the photo. 

Route 77 Connection wins Eastern 
Nebraska Novice Quartet Contest 

by Dick DeLo rm 
Lincoln Chapter 

The Lincoln Chapter hosted the 
Eastern Nebraska Novice Quartet 
Contest at Warren United Methodist 
Church social hall in Lincoln on Mon
day. June 8. Eighteen quartets vied for 
the championship before a crowd of 
120 Barbershoppers from Omaha. 
Fremont, Papillion, Beatrice, and Lin
coln. 

When the competition was over, 
Chairman o f Judges Dale Comer, of 
Lincoln , proclaimed the Route 77 Con
nection as the new champions. Scott 

Spilker of Beatrice sang the lead, while 
Mike Brinkman, Ed Shaw, and Dave 
Walstad , all of Lincoln , provided the 
tenor, bass. and baritone, respectively. 

Second place went to the Yo Yo's, 
a quartet from Omaha, and third place 
was won by the Last Four from Fre
mont. 

Lincoln's Marv Pape masterminded 
the event, and Bruce Anderson, also 
of Lincoln, was MC for the evening. 
The judging panel consisted of Dale 
Comer; CSD Music Vice President 
Winston Rashleigh; Nebraska Divi
sion Vice President Steve Trusty, and 
Marv Pape. 



Charter members Robert Oberhaus (le ft) and George Fisher pose with the original charter of the 
Davenport Chapter as the Chordbusters celebrated the 40th anniversary of their founding during 
an open house on May 28. Oberhaus, a bass. joined the Society with the creation of the Davenport 
Chapter in 1952. Fish er, who sings tenor, was also a charter member of the Monmouth (lllin~i s) 
Chapter when it was formed in 1942. Past Chordbu sters, many of them scattered across the nation, 
sent their congratulations to these two veteran Barbershoppers In addition, the celebrants joined the 
past quartet members to thrill the large crowd with ·the old songs • A chorus made up of all area 
Barbershoppers and led by a former Chordbuster musical director, Gary White, delighted the 
audience with a rousing performance to complete the evening. The Cho.rdbusters are currently 
directed by Dan Warschauer. Thanks to Leo Schubert for details and photograph. 

St. Louis Suburban Chapter 
celebrates 50th anniversary 

(Editor's Note: Our thanks to John 
Conrad, editor of Suburban By-Lines, 
for letting us borrow the following item 
from his June, 1992, issue.) 

You've not doubt seen ads in the 
paper and heard them on the radio and 
TV promoting some spectacular event 
that .would appeal to various kinds of 
audiences. There are some mighty 
good events to go to that really enter
tain you and leave you with a feeling of 
satisfaction. 

Tuesday evening, May 19, was such 
a night for barbers hopping enthusiasts. 
The St. Louis Suburban Chapter put 
on a party that was, to use a modern 
term, the mother of all parties. Our 
meeting hall was pretty well-filled with 
present and past members and guests 
who came to help celebrate our 
momentous occasion, the 50th anni· 
versary of our founding. 

Many old friendships were renewed, 
since some of the attending guests 
hadn't seen each other and current 
members for a long time. One former 
president, Rich Wandllng, came all 
the way from Buffalo, New York, to 
help us celebrate. That's what you call 
dedication to a chapter in which you 
had many happy occasions and 
memories. Rich made an announce· 
ment in which he stated that his job 
had taken him all over the wortd, but 
he'd never experienced barbershop
ping as in the Suburban Chapter. 

The program opened with Chair· 
man Walter Portman greeting ev· 
eryone and then presenting our 
president , Mark Tuttle. Mark wel· 
corned everyone and thanked them for 
coming to help us celebrate. He then 
introduced John Sarson, our steller 
50-year member in the chapter. John 
was president for one year and then 
volunteered to be treasurer for the 
next year. Wouldn't you know it, he's 
still treasurer 49 years later! That's a 
pretty good example of St. Louis Sub-

urban dedication, too! 
Mark tllen had everyone join in the 

singing of "After Dark" to get the party 
going. Some 60 voices really had the 
sound reverberating from the walls. 
What a pleasant way to bring back 
memories of years gone by. 

Our area counselor, Jim Jay, of 
Florissant, was then introduced. Jim 
told us how much he always enjoys 
coming to Suburban, because we have 
so much fun. He read a message from 
Lud Elness, CSD Missouri Division 
vice president, of Kansas City. in which 
he said, "To the St. Louis Suburban 
Chapter, I have asked your area coun
selor to give my heartiest congratula· 
tions on your 50 years in the Society. 
My best wishes to you all with a tip of 
the hat to all members, current and 
past. May the next 50 years be as good 
as the past." 

Jule Goss, our program vice presi· 
dent, took over for 1he rest of the eve· 
ning as the master of ceremonies for 
the program. 

Ken Schroer, president of the St. 
Charles Chapter, was introduced, and 
he also congratulated Suburban on 
its 50 years. 

The past presidents were then called 
on to come up fron1 to be recognized. 
Would you believe that 16 of them 
were present? Of the 16, eight were 
former members ·- a pretty good 
showing, wouldn't you say? While they 
were there, they formed a 16-man 
chorus and sang "The Old Songs," 
very fitting for a bunch of "old presi· 
dents." 

Don campbell led the Gateway 
Chorus in "Goodbye, My Lady Love" 
and "Alexander's Ragtime Band." Most 
of the guests joined in, too ; they just 
couldn't resist. Once a Suburban 
member, always a Suburban mem· 
ber. 

Next. Mark Tuttle assumed com· 
mand to make a few announcements. 

He told us that our old buddy, Larry 
Knebel, was in the hospital being 
prepared for heart bypass surgery on 
the next day, Wednesday. He asked 
all to say a prayer for Larry that he 
recover very soon. 

Mark then announced a 20-minute 
break in order that all cou Id enjoy a hot 
dog and a couple of drinks, compli· 
ments of the Suburban Chapter. 

During the break and all throughout 
the evening's festivities, our "resident" 
photographer, Jerry Schenk, was 
busy snapping pictures to his heart's 
content. We should have a great many 
to put in our history book to recall our 
50th anniversary celebration. Great 
job, Jerry! 

Speaking of pictures, Charlie Kell· 
erman brought two large folders of 
pictures from the past and laid them on 
two tables for everyone's enjoyment 
and reminiscing. Many were from the 
old days of the "No Fishing Trips" that 
Suburban was noted for throughout 
the Central State District. Thank you, 
Charlie. 

In his own inimitable way and with 
great aplomb, Jule Goss assembled 
make-up quartets from those regis· 
tered. Every quartet was given a name 
to sing under. How he does this week 
after week is fantastic. But just about 
everyone present got to sing. Each 
quartet picked its own song and gave 
its rendition to the enjoyment of every
one. 

It would take up too much space to 
mention all of the quartets and their 
songs, but rest assured, they were all 

good. Most of the fellows hadn't sung 
for a long time or with the other fellows 
in the quartet, but they all enjoyed the 
experience. 

Some of the regular quartets that 
sang were the Left Over Four, the Tri· 
Towners, the old Counterpoints, with 
Jack Owens subbing, the Sound 
Prescription No. 1, and the Sound 
Prescription No. 2. 

Charlie Blume then sang a solo 
rendition of his favorite song, "Edel· 
weiss," baked up by the Sound Pre
scription. His beautiful bass voice 
really puts the song over. Great job , 
Charlie! 

To fill out the end of the program 
(pun intended), the Expanded SOund 
quartet , 1, 100 pounds of music, enter· 
tained us with four of their songs from 
their repertoire . The first was their 
"Cycle Gang Medley." Though they 
weren't in costume, anyone who has 
seen them do it in costume could easily 
picture the scene and appreciate the 
antics and lyrics. 

The second song was "Eat, Drink 
and Be Merry (I'm Starting My Diet 
Tomorrow)." That was followed by 
"Junk Food" and "As Time Goes By." 
After the applause finally died down, 
they were enticed to sing another final 
song. They dedicated it to Suburban 
- "Happy Trails." What a fantastic 
group of entertainers those fellows are. 
Not to mention that they can sing, too! 

The evening closed with former 
musical director, Jack Owens, lead· 
ing the group in singing "Elmer's Tag" 
and "Keep the Whole World Singing." 

Mini-Harmony College a success - from 
a Missouri point of view 

roundings. The food was great and 
by Lud Elness 
Missouri DVP 

The 1992 Central States District Mini· 
Harmony College is now history. Ev· 
ery year I say to myself, this is the best. 
Win can't do any better. And as usual, " 
I'm wrong. 

Win Rashlelgh and his son, Biii , 
outdid themselves. Although the at· 
tendance was down this year from 
approximately 121 in 1991 to 11 O this 
year, the enthusiasm wasn't. Win had 
us staying in the new dorms at Mis· 
souri Western Community College, with 
each room equipped with a refrigera· 
tor and microwave and all new sur· 

plentiful. 
But as usual, the best part was the 

classes and the camaraderie and the 
excellent instructors. including Central 
States· own Rural Route 4. 

It's difficult for me to understand why 
more of our guys don't go. For $75, 
you're able to absorb the teachings of 
some of the best minds in the Society. 
You owe it to yourself to attend these 
sessions, so please mark your calen· 
dars now for June 4-6 of 1993, and be 
there! You won't regret it, and you'll 
have a guaranteed good time. 

Oh, yes, my personal thanks to Win 
Rashlelgh for a superweekend. You're 
one in a million, Wini We love yuh! 

Jax of Harmony to Highlight Past 
Champs Show 

There's just one more reason to make your plans now to attend the fall 
convention and contests in Omaha. The Association of Central States 
Champions (ACSC) has announced that our 1972 CSD Champions, the Jax 
of Harmony, will be honored during the Friday night Past Champs show this 
fall. Lead Mike Rehberg is planning a reunion that will include the original 
members of this popular foursome. 

This fine quartet represented the CSD in International competition nu· 
merous times, achieving a top-twenty finish on at least one occasion. They 
are probably best remembered as one of the most popular show quartets in 
CSD history. During the 1970's and early 1980's they logged hundreds of 
thousands of miles performing for chapters across our entire Society. 

For those of us who remember them well, this event offers the opportunity 
to pay tribute to one of CSD's great quartets on the 20th anniversary of their 
championship year. For those newer members of our district. this event 
provides a chance to bec9me acquainted with another part of the great 
quartet heritage of the CSD. 

If you· haven't already made plans to attend the convention this fall in 
Omaha, make them today. and be sure to include the Past Champs Show on 
your Friday night .schedule. Let's help a great quartet celebrate the 20th 
anniversary of their championship! 
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Paul Wigley picked as 
Mason City's BOTY 

Paul Wlgley, musical director of the 
River City Chorus of Mason City, was 
named the 1992 recipient of his 
chapter's "Barbershopper of the Year" 
award during special ceremonies at 
their annual spring banquet on May 
30. 

No stranger to recognition for past 
contributions to his hobby, Paul was 
named "Mr. Music" in the Central States 
District in 1990 and was inducted into 
the CSD "Hall of Fame" in 1991 . 

The Ambassa~ors of.~armony of the St. Charles Chapter~ot a chance to show off their versati lity when a whole bunch of them volunteered to perform 
in a recent St. Louis Municipal Opera production of ·South Pacific.· They &ang "Thero is Nothing Like a Dame" droscod os sailors, ond some of thorn got 
to perform as extras for the seven-day run. In the photo above, St. Charles Chapter President Ken Schro er (left) presents a chorus shirt and a certificate 
of honorary membership to St. Louis nauve Todd Susman, who played the part of Luther Billis. Photo furnished by Paul Sch ulte. 

Paul joined the Mason City Chap
ter in 1978 and has been the River 
City Chorus director since 1987. He 
sang with the Favorite Sons when 
they won the CSD quartet champion
ship in 1980. He is a certified judge in 
the Interpretation category and has 
coached several choruses and quar
tets 

Ambassadors of Harmony 
appear in "South Pacific' 

by Gerry Mohr 
St. Charles Chapter 

What do you say when the execu
tive producer of a renowned theatre 
calls to ask your help in finding a large 
group of men to sing and act on stage 
in a blockbuster musical? Director Jim 
Henry of the Ambassadors of Har
mony didn't have to think very hard 
about this one. 

The St. Louis Municipal Opera's 
executive producer, Paul Blake. 
needed about fifty men to augment the 
professional ensemble in singing 
"Thero is Nothing Like a Dame," as 
well as filling in other roles as extras on 
the set for a seven-day run of Rodgers 
and Hammerstein's "South Pacific." 

The Municipal Opera, better known 
as the Muny, is the nation's largest 
outdoor theatre. With a seating capac
ity of 12,000, including 1,456free seats, 
the Muny is located on a hillside in 
Forest Park, the city's largest park and 
site of the 1904 World's Fair. 

The Ambassadors were eager to 
take part, even though the chapter's 
annual spring show was scheduled 
just days before the start of the Muny 
run. This meant an ambitious sched
ule of 10 rehearsals and 1 O perform
ances in 21 days, but the guys were up 
for it. 

Previous commitments with the Gas 
House Gang prevented Jim from 
taking part in "South Pacific," so assis
tant director Kevin Keller was tapped 
to lead the troops. Kevin acted as 
liaison between the producer and the 
chorus throughout the weeks of re
hearsals and shows, and had the Am
bassadors performing at a profes
sional level both on stage and off. 

"South Pacific" is a story of the loves 
and prejudices of people brought to
gether by war who are normally worlds 
apart. Howard Keel headlined the show 
which featured a great supporting cast. 

Each evening's performance began 
with the Ambassadors singing the 
National Anthem as a WWII B-25 
bomber circled overhead. 

During the 'Nothing Like a Dame" 
number, the Ambassadors, dressed 
as sailors, filed onto the stage and 
joined in with the singing. The effect 

was to build both the sound and the 
sight as the number of sailors grew 
larger and larger. A local newspaper 
review said that it was done in " . .. 
gasp-provoking fashion ... "and it was 
"a highlight of the production." Many 
chorus members were used as walk
ons and extras in other scenes as well. 

The Muny has staged over 300 dif
ferent Broadway shows, operettas, 
ballets, and other productions in it's 
74-year history, and this run of "South 
Pacific" played to the second largest 
audience ever, drawing over 70,000 
patrons during it's weeklong run. 

On Saturday night Paul Blake, 
Howard Keel, and the other principal 
members of the cast were given hon
orary memberships in the Am
bassadors of Harmony, and chorus 
uniform shirts were awarded to each. 
Actor Todd Susman (of Barney Miller 
fame) wore his chorus shirt proudly 
while signing autographs after the 
show. 

Besides being a terrific thrill for the 
boys and their families (who turned out 
to watch in large numbers) , it has also 
become quite a marketing coup for the 
chorus. Heaps of praise and numer
ous inquiries have poured in · since 
opening night, and the Membership 
VP is hearing from interested singers 
who never hard of the chorus before. 

How could you ask for anything 
more? 

1993 International 
Executive Committee 
elected 

During their meetings at the Inter
national convention in New Orleans, 
the International board of directors 
elected the members of the 1993 
Executive Committee. They are: 

Ernie Nickoson, International Presi-
dent 

Bobby Woolridge, Vice President 
Dick Shaw, Vice President 
Tim Hanrahan, Vice President 
Terry Aramian, Immediate Past 

President 
Joe Liles, Executive Director, ex 

off icio 

Special Touch announces retirement 
It was the final curtain call for one of 

CSD's busiest and most popular quar
tets as they sang their last performance 
for the Northwest Missouri State Uni
versity Summer Camp at Maryville on 
June 7. With that performance, Spe
cial Touch, our 1984 CSD quartet 
champions hung up their pitchpipe for 
good. 

The group was organized in August 
of 1983 and six weeks later took third 
place in the CSD fall contest in Cedar 
Rapids. Then, in April of 1984, in the 
International prelims. they finished 
again in third place and qualified for 
the first of five times. with the New St. 
Louis Vocal Band and the Rural 
Route 4, to represent the CSD in the 
International contest in St. Louis, where 
they finished in 29th place. 

But it was in their hometown of 
Kansas City on the following October 
that Special Touch, with Rick Kready 
(tenor} , David Krause (lead), Bud 
Clark (baritone), and Matt Moore 
(bass) , put it all together and with 233 
points over their closest competition, 
walked away with the 1984 CSD quar
tet championships. 

SpeclalTouchcompetedintheCSD 
International pre Ii ms eight times. never 
finishing lower than fifth place. They 
represented their district in lnterna-

tional competition five times-in 1984, 
1985, 1986, 1988, and 1991 - with a 
16th place finish in 1985 in M inneapo
lis their best showing. 

However, David has been heard to 
say that the quartet's most significant 
accomplishment was their active sup
port of the Society's efforts to interest 
young people in the barbershop style 
of singing. Over the years. through a 
series of performances and clinics at 
junior and senior high schools and 
summer music camps on university 
campuses, these four veteran Barber
shoppers have introduced an estimated 
35,000 young men and women to the 
thrill of four-part barbershop harmony. 

And why are they calling it a d;ay? 
Well, for one thing, personal conflicts 
- like raising a family - are taking 
priority over barbershop quartetting. 
And as David says, "Add the quartet's 
disappointment following last year's 
International placement (58th) , and the 
timing seems to be right for a change." 

But don't count them out as indi
vidual Barbershoppers. They'll be 
sorely missed as a quartet, especially 
by their fellow members of the Kansas 
City Chapter. But, says David, ''I'm 
reasonably sure all four of us will be 
back in quartetting again sometime 
soon." And that's the good news. 

They are coming! 
Dick Winter of the Emporia (KS) Chapter tells us that plans for the 

b~nefit show, starring the Ritz, our 1991 International quartet champi
ons, on Friday, August 7, are coming along famously. To date, eight 
Kansas Division chapters - Overland Park, McPherson, Leaven
worth, Chanute, Manhattan, Topeka, Newton, and Wichita - have 
made the commitment to participate in the show. Dick says more are 
welcome. -

Raq!b Station WIBW of Topeka is handling the advertising and will pay 
the cost of air transportation to carry the Ritz from Harmony College in 
St. Joseph to Emporia and return. 

The show will be held on the second floor of the Memorial Union on the 
Emporia State University campus. A donation will be accepted at the 
door, and the proceeds will go to the Institute of Logopedics and the CSD 
College Quartet Travel Fund. Curtain time is 8 p .m. 

Choruses and quartets thal- would like to sing on the show will be 
limited to two songs. Veteran Barbershopper Monty Duerksen, of the 
Kansas City Chapter, will direct the mass chorus in the show finale. 

For information, call Dick Winter at 1-800-·279-8676. 
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Veteran barbershopping 
recruiter reveals his secrets 

by Marv Spellman 
CSD "Bart>ershopper of the Year'' 

Steve Trusty has asked me to share 
with you some ideas on how to recruit 
new members. Perhaps some of the 
following tips will help you out. 

You might start out by faithfully read
ing your local newspaper. Find out 
who's new in town, and send him a 
welcome note. Be sure to conclude by 
inviting him to your barbershop re
hearsal. 

Perhaps someone in your vicinity 
received a promotion on his job, and 
the newspaper covered this story. Write 
him a note congratulating him. Be sure 
to conclude by inviting him to your 
barbershop rehearsal. 

I have found that 90 percent of the 
men I invite this way will reply to me 
with a note, or a phone call, and let me 
know if they are interested. 

One Sunday, while I attending Sun
day Mass, the congregation rose to 
sing a hymn. From behind me I heard 
this beautiful "baritone" voice. Without 
causing too much attention, I turned 
around to see who it was. I did not 
know the gentleman, so after church 
was over I coyly followed him to his 
car, took the number of his car plates, 
and proceeded on my way. 

The next morning I called the local 
Police Department to see who the car 
was registered to. After finding this 
out, I referred to the phone book. 
Needless to say, I wrote him a letter 
inviting him to be my guest at barber
shop rehearsal. I told him I had heard 
him singing in church, and knew he 
would be a welcome voice to our or-

----.. -

Pony Expressmen lose 
an old friend 

by Bob Kellogg 

The St. Joseph Chapter lost one of 
its long-time and very faithful mem
bers on April 7 with the death of Ray 
Donelson at the age of 68. 

During Ray's more than 30 years of 
membership, he served his chapter 
well, not only as a mainstay in the lead 
section through many district and Inter
national contests, but also in the 
administrative work of his chapter. 

Ray seNed in practically every elec
tive office, from board member at large 
to chapter president. 

Vivian, Ray's wife of over 30 years, 
was one of the hardest working sup
porters of the St. Joseph chorus. 
Through all the years of Ray's mem
bership, Vivian was active in our cos
tume design, construction, and altera
tions. 

Ray had been a barber in St. Joseph 
for over 40 years. In this profession. he 
came in contact with a lot of men, and 
he told them all about the barbershop· 
ping story. So well did he do this that he 
had a "Man of Note" award for nearly 
every year of his membership. 

In addition to Vivian, Ray is sur
vived by a son, two daughters, eight 
grandchildren, a great grandchild, and 
other relatives. Funeral services were 
held in St. Joseph on April 9 with fellow 
Barbershoppers serving as pallbear
ers. 

The St. Joseph Chapter has. made 
a special contribution to the Institute of 
Logopedics in memory of Ray. 

ganization. 
Four or five weeks later, I received a 

phone call from him, telling me that he 
was interested in seeing what bart>er
shopping was all about. He came to 
our next rehearsal, and joined shortly 
thereafter. This little incident happened 
about four years ago. On our last show, 
he was the show chairman. 

Have your chapter start a recruiting 
contest. Elect two captains.. Put every 
member's name in a hat and draw for 
two teams. The losing team treats the 
winning team to a breakfast, cookout , 
or in these trying times - maybe just 
a little T.L.C. Be sure to limit your 
contest to four or five weeks. This is 
fun and adds a little spark to rehears
als. 

Try the "Hub Cap" method. Ev
eryone's name goes into the hat again. 
Have someone draw out the lucky 
guy's name. He has to carry this hub 
cap at every rehearsal until he brings a 
guest. When this happens, he then 
gets to draw a name of the hat for the 
next "Hub Cap" carrier. By the way, put 
some weights on the hub, make it ugly, 
or do something to it that will make 
them want to get rid of it fast! 

My best advice to you, my fellow 
Barbershoppers, is to ask someone. 
Ask an old friend. Ask a new friend. 
Ask a relative. Sometimes you will find 
he will say; "Gosh, I didn't think you 
would ever ask me." 

Never stop looking, never stop lis
tening. and never, never stop asking! 

Hope some of these tips will be 
helpful, and later on, I'll be .getting back 
to you with some more recruiting ideas. 

Keep the whole world singing! 

A couple of shows coming 
up in South Dakota 

South Da.kota Division Vice Presi
dent Norm Grosz called the other day 
to inform us that the Watertown 
chapter's annual show will take place 
on September 12. Their headline 
quartet will be the People's Choice. 
For information and tickets we suggest 
you call President Dave Satter at (605) 
886-3722. 

The new Mitchell Chapter's charter 
show has been set for October 3, 
co hosted by their sponsor, Sioux Falls, 
who will share the program. In this 
case, call President Richard Gold
hammer at (605) 996-4514 if you're 
interested in attending this show. 

Let members tell why 
they joined Society 

A suggestion was made at a recent 
session for chapter public relations 
officers at the International office that 
chapters close their weekly meetings 
with one member stating why he is a 
member. This would make a fitting 
close to the evening in conjunction 
with the singing of "Keep the Whole 
World Singing." 

Ask a different member each week 
to give a brief statement of "Why I 
joined the Society and what being a 
Barbershopper means to me." We often 
take our membership in the Society for 
granted; such statements can provide 
inspiration for fellow members. 

-Update 

An Executive Vice President's impressions 
of the New Orleans convention 

by Jim Nugent 
CSD Executive Vice President 

N'Awlins. the Big Easy I The City that 
Time Forgot! The Birthplace of Jazz! 
All appropriate names, no doubt. 

After experiencing the oppressive 
heat, Audrey and I can easily un
derstand why people take it easy. And 
after meandering through Bourbon 
Street and other parts of the French 
Quarter, we can easily relate to the 
roots of the jazz style of music. And 
after learning that every "tall" building 
in the downtown area was built after 
1970, we can understand that modern 
technology found New Orleans only 
recently. 

Jhe Superdome . .. 

A climate-controlled structure with 
comfortable seats. a straight-ahead 
view of the stage, where numerous 
video monitors provide a closeup view 
of the competition. You can visit the 
concession stand and not miss any of 
the competition, no "may we have the 
doors closed, please." An absolutely 
fabulous sound system (much as I 
hate sound systems). From an audi
ence standpoint, perhaps the best 
place ever to hold a barbershop com· 
petition. 

The CSD Pep Rally ... 

Perhaps the best CSD pep rally _I've 
ever attended. Dale Schulz and Amos 
Glanz are to be commended for put
ting it together .. Also, many thanks to 
the quartets, the Main Street Station, 
the Water Street Junction, the Butter 
County Community College quartet , 
the Gas House Gang, and the Rural 
Route 4, fo r giving themselves to all of 
us. 

The Chorus Competition ... 

This was an emotion-charged cho
rus contest that found the Cincinnati 
(Western Hills), Ohio, chorus, under 
the direction of transposed Louisville 
director Jim Miiier beating the favored 
Alexandria, Virginia, Harmonizers and 
Miller's former chorus, the Thorough
breds. 

Central States was well represented 
by the Heart of America Chorus, and 
we may all feel proud to have been part 
of it. HOA seemed shaken when 
Director Jim Bagby "popped his vest" 

and his "suspenders" fell down. Jim 
made a nice recovery. and so did the 
chorus. I may be wrong about that ob
servation, but 'I know how I felt when it 
happened. 

The crowd favorite, as always. was 
the Narragansett Bay Chorus from 
Providence. Rhode Island. They are 
clearly in an entertainment class by 
themselves and deserve some kind of 
medal. If you've never seen them, you 
owe it to yourself as a Barbershopper 
to do so. 

The Quartet Contest .• . 

We were disappointed with the Gas 
House Gang's second-place finish. 
They certainly sang well enough to 
win, and had it not been for their sec
ond set , they would have. They're still 
our favorites, and I'll continue to wear 
my Gas House Gang button. l'IJ also 
buy a Gas House Gang tee-shirt, 
which, I'm told, is available in Dillard's 
stores. 

The CSD Hospltallty Room ... 

This was a chance for us to hear 
some of the show tunes performed by 
the Heart of America Chorus. Also on 
the program were the Rural Route 
4,Esprlt, and quartets from Sweden 
and Germany. 

The College Quartets . . . 

Perhaps the best "bragging rights" 
for the CSD came with the college 
quartet contest. Not only did the Water 
Street Junction, a quartet from Lu
ther College in Iowa, win the first ever 
contest, but a foursome from the Uni
versity of Nebraska placed second. 

All in all, the convention was a lot of 
fun . 

Help someone 
hear better 

The Donor Hearing Aid Project 
of the Institute of Logopedics is 
always looking for good used 
hearing aids that can be recondi
tioned and provided to those 
u.nable to buy an aid. 

If you have a hearing aid to 
donate, please send it to the ln
stitute's Audiology Department at 
2400 Jardine Drive, Wichita , Kan
sas 67219. 

Meet the "Kneisel Triplets," all members of the Nlshna Valley Chordsmen of the Allan tic Chapter. 
Secretary Gordon Renfeld sent us the above photo with the following commentary: "Doyle, the father 
(center) joined the chapter in June of 1986. He recruited his son, Adam, a year ago, and then 
sponsoreQ Ns own father. Warren, ear!ie r this year: 



College quartet contest as 
viewed by choral music educator 

by Larry Monson 
Director of Choral/Vocal Studies 

Doane College 

Wednesday at the International 
Convention was a sensational day for 
the first International Collegiate Quar
tet Harmony Sweepstakes. Nowhere 
else in North America is there an 
opportunity for college male quartets 
to gather and sing for one another. It 
was so very interesting to scrutinize 
the reaction of the convention to these 
spirited young men. A sold-out ball
room watched an enjoyable show. 

In my opinion, as a college choral 
director, it is essential that students 
experience the best an art form can 
offer, and the four day seminar in "The 
Best of Barbershop Quartet Singing" 
was unequivocally the finest. Attend
ing the AIC shows was an incredible 
experience. Their ears were tuned to 
some amazing singing techniques. At 
the quartet competitions, they also 
noticed the importance of an overall 
package in song presentation (barber
shop or classical). This week was worth 
three credit hours of a whole semester 
of rehearsals and seminars in Music 
Education and Performance. 

As the coach for the winning quartet, 
the Water Street Junction, I was 
impressed by the many impromptu 
mini-master classes that went on from 
AIC members. To watch the eyes of 
the collegians listening to Terry Clarke 
talk about effective singing techniques 
and sensitive chord balancing tech
niques was an unexpected plus. What 
a joy it was to observe the members of 
Accoutlx, the Boston Common, the 
Aural Route 4, and others stop and 
give these young men some important 
time. Travis Show, bass of the Water 
Street Junction, said at 3:30 a.m. 
Friday "that was the most incredible 
bass master class I've ever attended!" 

As the father of baritone Eric Mon
son of the Water Street Junction, I 
was thrilled for Eric to get three of his 
Nordic Choir (Luther College Choir) 
buddies to agree to form the quartet. 
Eric had been a lover of barbershop 
harmony since the days of the For
malities.• Now to see him enjoy this 
art form has been a delight for La-

, Vonne and me, and to say the least, 
what a pleasure it was to be in New 
Orleans. As parents we just feel good 
when we know our sons are around 
Barbers hoppers. By the way, all of the 
parents of the Water Street Junction 
(from Massachusetts, Minnesota, Wis
consin and Nebraska) were at the 
convention to watch their sons com
pete. They were impressed with the 
atmosphere and the excitement of the 
convention. In fact, one of the fathers 
is going to look up a chapter in the 
Boston area and sing with them. He's 
a great lead. 

Chapter 
Anniversaries 

Congratulations to the 
following chapters: 

Atlant ic, Iowa 
Twenty years on August 7 

Springfield, Missouri 
Twenty years on August 7 

So thanks, SPEBSQSA, for making 
the collegiate contest a huge success. 
Thanks also to the Central States 
District for their diligent support. Con
gratulations for having the Number 1 
and Number 2 winning quartets. 

"(Editor's Note: The FormalHles 
won the 1973 CSD Quartet 
Championship. Larry joined the quar
tet following the death of Bob Thoen
nes two years later.) 

New Orleans convention 
highs and lows 

by J im Bagby 
Special Correspondent 

to the Serenade 

·More than 10,000 registrations had 
been counted by Saturday ,making this 
the second-largest convention to the 
1990 turnout in San Francisco. It was 
also the hottest convention in memory 
since Kansas City in 1974 and the 
most uncomfortable, maybe ever 
(okay, in a least 30 years), in terms of 
humidity and temperature .... 

·The CSD pep rally was a rousing 
success, with appearances by the Gas 
House Gang, the Main Street Sta
tion, the Water Street Junction, the 
Rural Route 4, and all district dignitar
ies who were in New Orleans. The 
highlight was a "Karnak, the Magnifi
cent" sketch by Davenport's Amos 
Glanz and Harry Swarts. Example: 
Cheetah, Roseann Barr, and Jim 
Bagby. The divined question: Name a 
chimp, a blimp, and a shrimp .... 

• The Interstate Rivals, 1987 Inter
national champions, had all four 
members in quartets that dominated 
the competition. Lead Joe Connelly 
won with Keepsake, tenor Kipp Buck· 
ner was a silver medalist with the Gas 
House Gang, bass Jay Hawkins was 
in third place as baritone of the Natu
rals, and baritone Paul Gillman just 
missed the top 1 O with the new Rlcho
chet. As "consolation" prizes, Hawk· 
Ins and Gillman won gold medals as 
front row members of Cincinnati's 
Southern Gateway Chorus .... 

•Connelly and Keepsake bass Don 
Barnick became the eighth and ninth 
men to win two gold medals. Barnick 
was the tenor of the 1979 champs, 
Grandma's Boys. He's only the third 
to win a gold singing two different parts 
and the first with the voice combination 
(the others were iead/bari experts 
Brian beck and Glenn Van Tassell) .. 
Barnick is the only singer to medal on 
three parts, adding a baritone bronze 
with the Sidekicks three years ago. 

•Best public relations gimmick of the 
convention - Cincinnati distributed 
miniature packets of M&M's stapled to 
a card bearing caricatures of director 
Jim Miller and head coach Bob Mucha 
and the slogan ''The Melt in your 
Hearts." And just before Southern 
Gateway was introduced for its win
ning performance, a rooter yelled, "It's 
Miller Time!" ... 

·The Rural Route 4 may go into the 
record books. Their interpretation cate
gory score of 282 points was not bested 
by any quartet in New Orleans. And 
the Society is to have new contest and 
judging criteria in place by the fall of 
1993. The RR-4 record was for their 
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GOLF + SINGING + DINNER = FUN 

Homestead Harmonizers 

"Four-Man Golf Scramble" 
Beatrice Country Club 

August 17, 1 p.m. 
Plan to attend the Homestead Harmonizer's "Four-Man Golf Scramble" and 
dinner on Monday, August 17, at 1 p.m. at the B~atrice (NE) Country Cl~b. 
Make up your own foursome, or we'll find a team for single. players. Ladies 
are welcome for golf and dinner. Prizes will be awarded for first, second, and 
third place teams. 

After golf, there will be cocktail hour from 6 to 7 p.m. Dinner will be served 
from 7 to 8 p.m. After dinnerthere will be quartet and cho.rus perfor~an~es 
and tag singing. If you don't play golf, try to attend the dinner and singing. 

-- --------------~---~---

ENTRY BLANK 

Address --- --- - --------- ------

City ----------- State __ _ Zip ____ _ 

Entry Deadline: August 16 

Team Members Names: Green Fee's $20.00 
Cart 10.00 
Dinner 8.00 

Make checks payable to Homestead Harmonizers 
Mail entries early, because there's a limited number of carts 

Money will be refunded if you can't make it 

Mall entries to: 

Dick Kluver 
2002 Jefferson 
Beatrice, NE 68310 
( 402) 223-3193 

performance of "Tie Me to Your Apron 
Strings Again" in the 1986 contest at 
Salt Lake City .... 

·The RR-4 may have set another 
unofficial record , when they did 21 
songs in an hour and a half as their part 
of the AIC's highly successful "Sing 
with the Champs" program on Friday 
afternoon in New Orleans. The last 
feller to pay to sing with the 1986 
champs from Kansas City was their 
former tenor Don Kahl. ... 

•Speaking of the Association of Inter
national Champions, the Wednesday 
night two-show format again was a 
rousing success, climaxed by an ex
tended Pete Fountain performance. 
The famed New Orleans jazz clarinet
ist had warned that he had a plane to 
catch and that the AIC show had to 
finish on time. Then, he was having 
such a good time he played an extra 20 
minutes . ... 

•One of the quartet's creative high
lights was provided in the semifinals 
by the Pioneer District's Power Play, 
made up of father Jack Slamka and 
his three sons from McComb County, 
Michigan. Their first song was "I Owe 
It To My Dear Old Dad." That was 
followed by "Thelittle Boy,"conceived 
and executed with three separate 
tableaus within the song, each involv
ing the father and one son while the 
other two froze in place. Wonderful! .. 

Jack Evens 
( 402) 223-2133 

International convention 
registration cost increased 

Beginning with the 1993 Interna
tional convention in Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada. registration prices will be in
creased to $75. The increase was 
recently approved by the International 
Executive Committee. 

The Committee felt that inflation has 
reduced the margin of revenues gen
erated by the International convention 
to the point that an increase is needed. 
Convention registration costs were last 
raised in 1990 from $50 to $60. 

The new price will go into effect at 
the end of the working day - 5 p.m. 
Central Time - on July 15, 1992. 
Registrations received at the Inter
national Office by mail, phone, FAX. 
etc., by that time will be accepted at the 
old rate. After that time, adult registra
tions will be $75 and junior registra
tions will cost $37.50. 

A new registration form reflecting 
the price changes will be carried in the 
July/August of The Harmonizer and in 
subsequent issues. 

-Update 
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A one, two, six finish! My buttons were busting when Water 
Street Junction was introduced to the 
entire convention at the opening of the 
Saturday night show. Eric Monson's 
comments from the stage that night 
reminded me of the purpose of this 
contest as he told us that he was the 
only member of the quartet with family 
barbershop experience. What a thrill 
to realize young men of this age enjoy 

my chosen hobby enough to invite 
three others to sing with them and do 
it so well as to win an International 
contest! by Bob Swenson 

College Quartet Enthusiast 

Like many, I have been very excited 
about the first ever collegiate bar:ber
shop quartet contest finals at our 54th 
International convention ·in New Or
leans. It was a thrill to learn that six 
quartets from Central States District 
had entered our preliminary competi
tion in Omaha last April and to watch 
four of these compete for the right to 
represent Central States in this first
ever sweepstakes. 

It was a thrill to learn that besides 
our Central States District collegiate 
champions, two other of our quartets 
would be competing in New Orleans. I 
had heard our quartets, knew they 
were good, but also knew that other 
districts were planning to take the 
honors in this first-ever collegiate event. 

Enthusiastically, I bought tickets and 
became a sponsor of this contest. 
Never mind that the International board 
meeting was scheduled to be in ses
sion during the contest . If there was 
any.chance of being there in the audi
ence, I wanted a ticket! 
. I have a good friend, Art, who is a 
proud member of the Mid-Atlantic dis
trict board, and although he doesn't 
outright brag, you get the feeling when 
talking to him that he feels his district is 
just a little better than most. But then, 
why not, the Bryr1 Mawr experience, 
the Alexandria Harmonizers, many 
past International presidents, the first 
district with over 100 chapters and a 
district with many original ideas has 
just got to be good. I value our fr iend
ship partially because of the pipeline to 
events in that district. 

As luck would have it, the Interna
tional board meeting did encroach on 
my time to attend the contest. In fact, 
the contest had run almost one hour 
when my board responsibilities were 
concluded. , 

Ticket in hand, I headed immedi
ately to the contest site, and once the 
doors admitted late comers, found the 
Regency ballroom at the Hyatt com
pletely packed with eager fans. As I 
was standing in the back of the ball
room looking for a seat, who should I 
run into again but my good friend, Art. 
He was excited! 

"Bob, if you're just getting here, you 
might as well leave, this contest is 
over!" 

"What do you mean, Art?" 
"That last quartet has the thing won 

hands down!" 
"Where are they from?," I asked. 
"Somewhere in Nebraska, I believe," 

Art replied. 
"Oh that's my district, let's see," 

glancing at the program, "was it the 
Four Hoarsemen?" 

"Yeah, and were they good! They 
could beat some of the competitors 
tomorrow!" 

"They are pretty good, Art. I've heard 
them a couple of times," I said, remem
bering both their contest appearance 
and the great job they did at the Lin
coln afterglow. "But Art, they only 
placed second in our district collegiate 
contest," I commented. 

"I wish I could stay to see the rest of 
the contest," Art mentioned, "But I have 
got to attend my district's pep rally. 
We'll see you later. Let me know how 
things turn out." 

And with that, Art was gone, and the 
contest proceeded. I got to watch eight 

of the quartets yet to sing, convinced 
that the level of competition for this age 
group must be pretty stiff. Luckily, the 
Water Street Junction, our CSD con
test winners were yet to sing, and as 
expected, they did a fantastic job. The 
audience whooped and hollered, and . 
in my own mind, I thought maybe they 
had a chance of being the first-ever 
collegiate quartet champions. 

When the contest was over, since 
the afternoon was early, I stayed to 
listenforthewinners. Five places would 
be announced in reverse order. It was 
a little disappointing at first, since the 
fifth, fourth , and third place announce
ments didn't mention any of our CSD 
quartets. "Oh well," I thought to 
myself,"there is always next year," 
happening to notice that the Smor
gaschords from Butler County Kan
sas Community College, the Four 
Hoarsemen from the University of 
Nebraska at Lincoln, and the Water 
Street Junction from Luther College 
in Decorah, Iowa were all scanding 
with the competing quartets at the side 
of the ballroom, awaiting the continued 
announcements of the results. 

"Second place- from the University 
of Nebraska, the Four Hoarsemen!" 
My heart jumped a beat. CSD had 
placed in this first contest of its kind! 
Boy, was I proud!! This foursome had 
sung well both previous times I had 
heard them, and I thought to myself it 
was a fitting reward for their efforts. 

But , who won? I began to think, 
surely it must be one of the quartets 
that I hadn't heard in the early part of 
the contest. Then came the an
nouncement-thatgave mechickenskin! 

"And your new collegiate quartet 
champions - representing Luther 
College from Decorah, Iowa, Water 
Street Junction. 

"How.,about that!," I cried. "A one
two finish for Central States!" I know 
my smile roost have been ear to ear as 
I watched Water Street Junction 
accept their awards and the applause 
of the audience. How proud they had 
made me because they were repre
senting my district! 

The Smorgaschords had sung well, 
and were considered sixth place fin
ishers, as were all other non-medalist 
quartets in the contest. 

It was Thursday before I saw my 
friend Art again, and I believe my pride 
was showing. He hadn't heard the 
results of the. contest, and since that is 
where we had last met, he asked how 
it came out. 

"Who won?" he asked. 
''You remember the quartet you 

talked about from Lincoln?" I teased. 
"Did THEY win?" he anticipated. 
"No, they placed second just like 

they did in our district contest," I piped. · 
"But who won?" 
"A quartet from Iowa, Luther College 

in Decorah. They're called Water 
Street Junction." 

"Iowa, that's your district, isn't it?" 
"Yes, it was a one-two finish for us!" 

I said proudly realizing that at least for 
a moment we were a little better than 
.Art's district. I felt happy and proud. 

Water Street Junction, you can 
always say you were the first! The 
winners of the first ever collegiate 
barbershop quartet championship! 
Congratulations!! 

Executive Vice President's Honor Roll 
Thirty-four of the 62 area counselors and district officers in the Central 

States have submitted activity reports to the Executive Vice President during 
the first six months of 1992 and therefore qualify for the "Executive Vice 
President's Honor Roll.'' 

This does not mean that other AC's or oo·s have not been active. It simply 
means that the EXVP has not received a report. Many AC's and DO's have 
submitted more than one report ; many chapters have been visited by more 
than one AC or DO. Some AC's or DO's have reported activity outside of their 
divisions and those reports supplement those listed in each division. 

The following men qualify for the honor roll : 
EASTERN IOWA - Merrill Aitchison, Jim Emry, Homer Lockard, Dale 

Schultz and Jeff Solum reported visits to: Blackhawk Metro, Cedar Rapids, 
Centerville, Davenport, Des Moines, Elkader, Iowa City, or Marshalltown. 

WESTERN IOWA-Jerry Brown, Jim Chartier, Larry Smalley, and Jerry 
Mackie reported visits to: Algona, Atlantic, Denison, Ft . Dodge, Mason City, 
Sioux City, or Storm Lake. 

KANSAS - Morris Heitschmidt, Roger Lusk, Jim Nugent, Bob Swenson, 
Bob Johnson, Virgil Quint and Garth Van Pelt reported visits to : Beloit, Great 
Bend, Hays, Hutchinson, Leavenworth, Manhattan, McPherson, Newton, 
Norton, Overland Park or Topeka. . 

MISSOURI - Lud Einess, Ron Abel, Bob Howard, Jim Jay and Manley 
Vance reported visits to: Joplin, Kansas City , Maryville, St. Louis Suburban, 
Sedalia, Springfield or Union. 

NEBRASKA- Bruce Anderson, Ray Arnold, Gary Bobbitt, John Moore, 
Bill Muth, Rex Phillips, Winston Rashleigh, Fred Teller and Steve Trusty 
reported visits to: Beatrice, Fremont , Grand Island, Lexington, Lincoln, 
Nebraska City or Papillion. 

SOUTH DAKOTA- Ben Benson, Terry Goetsch, Norm Grosz and Ken 
Johnson reported visits to : Aberdeen, Brookings, Huron, Milbank, Mitchell, 
Viborg or Watertown. 

Leonard's Lines
(continued from page 1) 

marvelous renditions. I'm sure in Cal
gary you 'll be on top. 

Finally, the chorus contest was just 
unbelievable. All 20 choruses were 
amazing. Heart of America was 12th 
with a fantastic presentation. Your effort 
was simply wonderful. Once again, 
congratulations to all who participated. 

Lots of exciting things are happening 
at the Institute. A new service is being 
developed with funds provided by 
Barbershoppers. It is a short-term 
evaluation for children recommended 
by Barbershoppers. It involves a two
orthr:ee-daytesting process and proba
bly a home visit and will cost in the 
neighborhood of $2,500 to $3,000 per 
student. 

A portion of our giving has been 
earmarked for this program. In fact, a 
grandchild of a Central States Bar
bershopper is presently involved in 
this process. We'll keep you updated 
on the program. Certainly chapters 

, who are acquainted with this person 
may wish to earmark some of their 
giving for this service and even for this 
student. You'll be hearing more about 
this soon. 

Another new approach that is show
ing great success at the Institute is an 
expanded use of keyboard communi
cation for non-verbal students. This is 
a process originally tried in Australia , 
and it's opening some students' hori
zons quickly. 

Back to New Orleans . .. Saturday 
morning's Logopedics breakfast is 
always a heartwarming experience. 
We had raised around $7,000 from the 
raffle. and $3,000 from the "Sing with 
the Champs Program" (details will be 
available later). 

lady and her mother. 
Many of you are acquainted with 

Lindsay Pollard and her mother, Judy. 
Lindsay came to the Institute as a 
"hopeless" case and has progressed 
to the point that she works part-time at 
the Institute and sings and performs 
beautifully . She is always anxious to 
perform for Barbershoppers and can 
be contacted through the Institute. If 
you were able to see some of her 
earlier performances, you would be 
amazed at her continued progress. 
She is a great ambassador for the 
Institute and our support of it. Be sure 
to see her when you get the chance. 

All choruses who contributed $50.00 
or more per man were also recog
nized. We had three - Sioux City, at 
$50.02; Ellsworth, at $83.33; and for 
the eighth year over $50.00, Floris
sant Valley, at $89.79. It is great to 
see this effort coming from Central 
States. Let's have twice -that many 
next year. 

Well, the year is more than haH 
gone, and our total giving as of June 30 
was $8,994.42. Of that, $1,708 comes 
from quartets. Those quartets that have 
contributed this year so far are: 

Humbugs - Hutchinson 
Tone Rangers - Wichita 
Westside Pals - Wichita 
Gas House Gang - St. Charles 
Florissant Valley Four - florissant 

Valley 
Left Over Four - Florissant Valley 

Attention, Chapter 
Secretaries 

First , second, and sixth place in the 
first-ever barbershop contest for col
lege level quartets! I couldn't be 
prouder! And true convention partic
ipants these quartets were . Both the 
Smorgaschords and Water Street Before we announced the raffle 
Junction sang at the Central State winners, we were entertained by the 
District pep rally on Thucsday.evening. -- .. Rlt~ aod then by a very attractive young 

CSD Executive Vic;_e President 
Jim Nugent wants us to advise 
you that the copy of your activity 
report that's labeled MVice Presi
dent• should be sent to your divi
sion vice president, not to the 
executive vice president. 



Bulletin Browsing 

If you've been wondering whatever 
happened to efforts to change the name of 
the Ametones Chorus of Ames, it appears 
that the vote of the chapter membership 
revealed that 68 percent of them want a 
change but they were reluctant to commit 
themselves to any of the suggested names. 
So, according to ·an item in Ametones 
Notes. edited by Roy Warman, the com
mittee, although aware that the issue is not 
completely resolved, has disbanded, and 
no further action is planned th is calendar 
year. 

Here is one of the things you missed if 
you didn't read your May/June HarmQ
nizer. Paul Fa ir of Florissant Valley was 
among the early winners of a pair of tickets 
to the International convention in New 
Orleans, plus $1 ,000 in "fun money.~ The 
prizes were offered in a random monthly 
drawing of members who had used their 
SPEBSOSA credit cards. 

According to an item in the Pitch, edited 
by Jim Dillett, the Wichita Chapter cleared 
$5,300 from the sale of "Singing Valen
tines" back in February. These guys have 
invariably been incredibly successful in 
this increasingly popular way to raise money 
while engaged in an excellent public rela
tions activity. You chapters who may be 

planning a program for 1993 would do well 
to find out what Wichita is doing. 

A brief item in Harmonotes, edited by 
Wade Dexter, announces the retirement 
on November 27 of Dan Henry Bowser, 
43-year Barbershopper and long-time 
member (and one-time director) of Kansas 
City's Heart of America Chorus. For many 
years the weather anchor on WDAF-TV, 
Channel 4 in Kansas City, Dan sang the 
baritone with the Merry Mugs, a popular 
comedy quartet of the 1960's and was one 
of the finest MC's in the Society. 

From Dave Stock's OMAHArmonize'r, 
via an item by John Pixley, we learn of the 
commemoration by Iowa Western Com
munity College of the late Alan Wagner, 
who served the Omaha Chapter as bulletin 
editor from 1975 to 1979 and again from 
1985 to 1989. He was the CSD "Bulletin 
Editor of the Year" in 1988 and served as a 
Society bulletin contest judge in the Gram
mar & Style Category. Alan taught Span
ish and English Composition at IWCC from 
1975 until his death in 1989. A commem
orative plaque and his picture were placed 
in the Language Arts Wing of IWCC's 
Adm inistrative Building . 

According to an item in the Overland 
Stage Company Line, edited by Bob Wil-

Gary Weddel Marv Spellman Kent Smallcomb 
Tcoor Bari B-

Contact 
Fran Wilson, Lead 

3411AveM ~ 
Kearney,NE 68847 • 

308-234-0376 

· Co7r<Q:Jise 

•1321 N. Hancock • Fremont, NE 68025 
•Curt (402) 721-7937 Jamey 

Sounds Abound, Best Comedy In Town 

BITS fJn.!j PIECES 
A Different Kind ot Barbershop Quartet 

The Serenade, July/August 1992, Page 11 

ber, twelve members of the Over land Park 
Chapter made up 1 O percent of the student 
body at the CSO mini-Harmony College at 
St. Joseph last month. They were Elston 
Schrader, Rex Raudenbush, Quentin 
Gates, and Ronnie Sandnes, plus two of 
the chapter's six registered quartets. 
There's a bunch of Barbershoppers who 
recognize a good thing when they see it. 
Can any other chapter match or exceed 
that record? 

The "Harmony Hawks Klutz Award" went 
to - of all people - Past CSO President, 

Past CSO International Board Member, 
Past "Just About Everything" Merrill Aitch
inson. It seems that as Membership VP, 
Merrill has decreed that all Harmony 
Hawks must wear their name tags at all 
chapter meetings and functions. So what 
happens? Merrill neglected to take his 
name tag to the Eastern Iowa Cookie 
Festival on May 14 and was forced to 
improvise with a simple generic stick-on 
badge, much to the shock and dismay of all 
Harmony Hawks in attendance. We read 
about this in J.P. Jones' Hawkseye, the 
Cedar Rapids chapter bulletin. 

Here's a Barbershop Quartet that 
GUARANTEES* You'll Have Fun! 

You won't believe . • • 

'Cb£ Cf)Ol2DIAL C€L€f31ZAt:"IO~ 

Until you hear and see them at their zany best! 
Following are fans' slightly altered quotes: 

•What a great sound!" (Gary, the baritone.) 

•A great looking baritone!" (Judy, the baritone's wife) 

•What an operation!" (Dr. Dan, surgeon and tenor.) 

This top-notch quartet has entertained more than 100,000 
people in their 13 years of barbershop comedy, and 
they've never met an audience they didn't like! 

To book The Chordial Celebration for your show, call: 

Steve at (308) 783-2249 or 
· Rod at (308) 635-0243 

'GUARANTEE: If one member of the audience goes home without laughing, 
our fee will be cnae:t~ refunded! 

0 0 

fc~ ~RMONIZERS 
Barbershop Quartet 

Contact: JACK WINDSOR 
Address: 2480 Lincolnwood Ct. 

Phone: 708-851-0826 H 
312-4 19-3038 

~ llltrlil ... • • LYLE JOHN KEVIN t.AONTY 

Aurora. IL. 60504 
Dave. Barry. Steve and Doug 

Steve Coon • 1816 S. Pasfteld • Springfield. IL 62704 
217·744·1127 

John Pennington • 416W. 119th Terraoe •Kansas City. MO 64145 

816-942-9472 
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1989 N pions 

STA-CELINE 
I * '\ 
l *•* l CEWN 

Barbershop Quartet 

KENT MADISON - Tenor 
• BILL HANSEN - Lead 

DENNIS HAGEN - Baritone 
JOHN BANWART - Bass 

' CONTACT: BID Hansen 
Ringsted, IA 50578 
(712)~ 

(712) 866-0781 (Work) 

Hotel Fort Des Moines 
Des Moines, Iowa 

November 21 and 22, 1992 
Plan Now to Attend 

John 
Chris 

Randy 
John 

Contact Chris Johnson: 
3929 21st Ave. Pl. S.W. #4 

Cedar Rapids, IA 52404 
(319) 396-2220 

Steve Hoskins 

BARBERSHOP QUARTt1' 
•2432 S. Glendale, #101 • Wichita, Ks 67210 • (316) 682-6481 

Brent Lembke Larry Wilson 

ffNOll - DEAN KRUSE LEAD - KEN VOGEl 

CONTACT: Bob Nance. 3140 Nonn1n 0,, 
Marlon, IA 52 302 

3, 9/393·956, 
2031 PARKVIEW 

FREMONT. N EBRASKA 6802 5 
4 02-721 -36 8 9 &ARITONE OICK KRUSE BA SS - 80 8 NANCE 

Tenor Lead 
·Mark Fortino Heartland Dick Henderson -r 

~ound River BOYS 

ENTERTAINMENT! 

GANG 
Warren "Buzz" Haeger 
50 ~rook Uine 
Oak Brook. Illinois 60521 

7Ot'789·1230 

e . ~. e . • · a . • · a . A . , , ,.. c 

CONTACI Dt. Henchel StrO<ld. 36olO Drury ln .. Topel.o . Kt 6'600. 9131172-06'.lO 

Impression 

Bari Barbershop Quartet Bass 
John Fortmo Don Koehnlein 

• 14231 W. 121st • Olathe, KS 66062 • 913 780-3872 

Rural Route 4 Barbershop Quartet 

• 

Calvin Yoder. Lead o11~ 

RR. 2Box 581 

Willard Yoder. Bass ·,~ iv• 
Jim Bagby. Baritone 
Wes Yoder. Tenor 

Garden City, MO 64747 (or) 
Phone (816) 862-8343 

1986 INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONS 

GENE KELLERMEYER CHUCK BO'MMN 

A BARBERSHOP QUARTET 
•RR. -4, BOX 257 

JOHN STOCKSTIU 

ROGERSVILLE. MO 857•2 
(n7) 753-2556 (H) 
(U 7) 831-8538 (W) '.EFFVElETO 

CONTACT: 
Ray Meister - 402-727-1829 
S. W illiam - Fremont . NE 68025 

. KEN SCHUETTE - Tenor 
.,- 'DENNIS PAULSEN - Lead 

RAY MEISTER - Baritone 
0 

DICK LARSEN - Bass 

------.:~._DR,!;union .................. . 

'" Con1ac1 Tom Hegle 31•-527·531 2 
330 Sorren10 Dr . SI LOUIS MO 63021 

KEN GA BLER • BYRON MYERS • STAN GROSSMAN 
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