
Open Letter 
to Quartets 

from Burt Szabo 
Musjc Specialist 

I have been greatly troubled and 
more than mildly perplexed by the 
apparent disrespect of so many of our 
quartets for the barbershop style of 
music and their callous lack of sensi
tivity to their audiences, especially at 
barbershop conventions. 

Recently, I served as the ar
rangement judge at a fall district con
vention. Following the competitions 
each evening, there was the welcome 
opportunity to relax and listen to ba·r
bershop music without the stress of 
judging the performances. The audi
ence, as well, I am sure, anticipated 
hearing the quartets perform some of 
their most entertaining barbershop 
music. To say that I was disappointed 
does not convey the true feelings I 
experienced upon hearing the perform
ers' offerings. 

One of the events was a show .. . a 
parade of past district champions .. . 
eight of them, and all of them quite 
good singeFS. How did they show their 
respect for the barbershop music wt,iich 
enables them to in their championship 
trophies? Well, of eight quartets, only 
one sang barbershop music exclu
sively. Four quartets sang nonbarber
shop music exclusively. One other 
quartet sang mostly nonbarbershop. 
Of the 31 songs presented on this 
show, 12 were barbershop and 19 
ranged from suspect to atrociously 

-nonbarbershop. (I was tempted sev
eral times to walk out of the show but 
decided to suffer through the program 
in order to take notes on the music 
performed.) 

It seemed obvious to me that many 
in the audience, which was sizable, felt 
cheated as well , as their number 
dwindled throughout the program, and 
those who stayed assumed the telltale 
look (arms folded and eyes glazed) 
which indicated boredom and impa
tience. 

The next evening, I visited the dis
trict president's hospitality room to say 
hello and to hear a quartet or two. How 
can any quartet, accepting the hospi
tality offered, dare to inflict upon cap
tive listeners so much blatantly non
barbershop music? Are quartets born 
socially insensitive? Do quartets plainly 
not care what listeners think? Do they 
honestly believe audiences are too 
musically illiterate to be able to distin
guish between music which is barber
shop and that which isn't? Or are the 
quartets themselves musically illiter
ate? In this particular situation, it seems 
to me that a quartet would have had 
the graciousness and courtesy to fa
vor such an audience with barbershop 
music. 

Oh, I know. I have heard all the ex
cuses. "The audience wants variety." 
A look at their faces will tell you that 
variety is not the answer. "We thought 
it was barbershop." If your quartet is so 
musically ignorant, it's time to learn 
more about the music you claim to 

(continued on page 11) 
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The Daniel Boone Chorus, of St. Charles, directed by David Wright, finished in 10th place in the 1990 International Chorus Contest in San Francisco. 
Photo by Dick Stuart, PROBE. . 

CSD's Gas House Gang takes sixth place 
at International Contest in San Francisco 

by Jim Bagby 
Special Assignment Correspondent 

The Gas House Gang provided the 
biggest thrill for Central States District 

. members at the 52nd International 
Convemion in San Francisco earlier 
this month. 

Our 1988 CSD champions from St. 
Charles scored at the · A" level through
out the quartet competition to wind up 
in sixth place, only 21 points short of a 
bronze medal. They were in third place 
in the international field of 51 quartets 
after completion of the second round . 

In fact , the foursome of Joe Fink, 
Rich Knight, and the Henry brothers, 
Rob and Jim, accumulated the high
est point total, 1,524, among all 20 
semi-finalists. Theirs was also thethird
highest total by any quartet in the three 
days of competition. (Editor's Note -
See convention highlights elsewhere 
in this issue of the Serenade.) 

The 1990 International Quartet 
Championship was won by the Acous
t ix of the Dallas Metro Chapter, who 
had been semifinalists as the Class of 
the 80s (with a different lead) last year 
in Kansas City. The Far Western 
District's perennial contender, the 
139th Street Quartet , took the silver 
medal, and Cincinnati's Naturals, who 
led the first two rounds, finished in third 
place. 

Rounding out the medals were the 
Johnny Appleseed District's The Ritz 
in fourth place, while last year's run
ner-up, Bank Street, of Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, slipped to fifth place. 

The chorus contest ended in a his
toric tie between FWO's Masters of 
Harmony from the Foothill Cities, 

California, Chapter and the Thorough· 
breds of Louisville. CSD native Greg 
Lyne earned his second gold medal 
when Foothill Cities won the Sound 
Category by six points over Louis
ville, which was also in second place 
a year ago in Kansas City. 

The Daniel Boone Chorus finished 
in 10th place in another extremely 
competitive chorus contest. The 77-
man St. Charles group was the talk of 
the convention for its virtually director
less first number, "How's Every Little 
Thing in Dixie?" and three costume 
changes in "Floatin' Down to Cotton 
Town." Both numbers in the flashy 
package were new since last fall for 
David Wright's charges, who have 
won the last two CSD titles and were a 
surprise sixth in the Kansas City In
ternational last year. 

The New Tradition Chorus of North
brook, Illinois. directed by Jay Glal-

lombardo, was third 1or the second 
straight year, and Jim Miller's South
ern Gateway Chorus of the Cincin
nati/Western Hills, Ohio, Chaptertook 
fourth place. In the medals for the first 
time after a pair of seventh-place fin
ishes was the 60-man, quartet-oriented 
Great Northern Union Chorus of Hill
top (suburban Minneapolis) , Minne
sota, directed by Roger Williams. 

The Gas House Gang, barely two 
years old as a quartet, had been 13th 
in their first International competition in 
Kansas City last year. The quartet is 
only the second CSD representative to 
crack the top 1 O since 1960 (the Rural 
Route 4 did it five times between 1977 
and 1986). And the Gas House Gang 
are on a faster track than the RR-4, 
who placed 21st, then ninth, in their 
first two International contests. 

(continued on page 11) 

Just as we went to press, South 
Dakota DVP Norm Grosz caleld 
to tell us that the new chapter at 
Watertown has applied for licen-
sure with 17 members. More on ~ 
this in next issue. ~ 

The Gas House Gang, of St. Charles, sixth place finalists in the 1990 International 
Quartet Contest in San Francisco. Left to right - Rob Henry (baritone), Jim Henry 
(bass), Rich Knight (lead), and Joe Fink (tenor). Photo by Dick Stuart, PROBE. 
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From the Serenade 
Ten years ago -

Editor Jim Griffith announced that 
on June 4, the Serenade was granted 
second class mailing privileges, re
sulting in an annual saving of about 
$500 in the cost of mailing our district 
publication. Credit for fighting the U.S. 
Postal Service's red tape over a two
yearperiodwentto Past CSD President 
Fred Wagaman. 

The Quadratic Equation, current 
CSD quartet champion and one of the 
three CSD representatives at the In
ternational contest in Salt Lake City, 
was assessed a score of minus-68 
points in the Arrangement Category , 
putting them in last place in the quartet 
standings. 

The St. Louis Suburban Chapter 
hosted the 25th Annual "No Fishing 
Trip" at Meramec State Park in Sulli
van, Missouri , the weekend of June 
20-22. A feature of the event was the 
float trip in which Terry carllsle of 
Suburban won the individual award 
and the Gaslight Squires had the 
classiest float , a barbershop bath house 
with a tub and shower that worked. 

Twenty years ago -

The death on June 18, 1970 of 
Harold J. Brueck, baritone of the Old 
Lamplighters Quartet, of Burlington, 
Iowa broke up what was allegedly the 
•oldest " registered quartet in the Soci
ety, having just attained their com
bined ages of 300 years with Harold's 
71 st birthday on March 21 . The other 

members were Art Gerdes (bass) , 
Joe Lehman {lead), and Ed Loserth 
(tenor). 

Harry Herrman, Bob Johnson, Ken 
Jackson, and Truett Hause, of the 
NOJOCO, now the Overland Park, 
Chapter played the school board in the 
Johnson County Park Department's 
production of "Music Man." J.udy 
Bowser, wife of a nephew of Dan 
Henry of Kansas City. well-known MC 
and baritone of the old Merry Mugs, 
played the part of Marian, the librarian, 
and Ken Jackson's daughter, Carol 
Sue, also played a role . 

Jon Ellis became the new Musical 
Director of the AK-SAR-BEN Chapter 
of Omaha, now called the Heartland 
Harmonizers, replacing Bob 
McMeen, who had to resign because 
of business conflicts. 

The CSD PROBE display booth at 
the International Convention in Atlantic 
City took the second place prize out of 
the 10 booths entered in the competi
tion. Booth chairmen were Joe Costi
gan of Kansas City and Burdette Th
ompson of Des Moines. 

On July 18, the Heart of America 
Chorus of Kansas City journeyed to 
Joplin to assist in the formation of a 
new chapter in that area. The fledgling 
group had completed their application 
for ticensure with 38 members. 

Barbershop intro on 
"Good Morning, America" 

The Coulee Chordsmen chorus of 
La Crosse, Wisconsin, is scheduled to 
perform a singing intro for the final 
segment of the •Good Morning, Amer
ica" program on Wednesday, August 
15. The program airs on ABC televi
sion at 7 a.m. 

The intro is a 15-second spot and 
was arranged by Burt Szabo of the 
International office staff. It was taped 
by local affi liate WXOW. 

. - Update 
• ··' · ,.,i ' . 

From the Edge 

by Wade Dexter 
Editor, the Serenade 

Back in the January/February issue 
of the Serenade, we published com
ments by Pioneer District President 
Clay Jones regarding the question 
"How do we ensure (that) Society units 
(quartets and choruses) performing in 
public, representing the Society. do so 
at an acceptable level?" 

Clay described "horror stories" of 
choruses and quartets performing in 
public so badly as to "be an embar
rassment to audience and singers alike" 
and suggested that this may be "part of 
our problem of attracting new mem
bers." 

Quoting International President 
Charlie McCann, Clay mentioned that 
"one suggestion was for each of our 
Society's performing units to submit a 
video tape of their performance pack
age to an evaluating body that would 
sanction them with a 'seal of approval' 
if acceptable." 

A dissenting opinion came from Illi
nois District Communications 
Chairman John Mulkin, who asked, 
"If the local nursing home or Rotary 
Club is satisfied with the performance 
they get, what kind of Society are we to 
deny them the entertainment they 

solicit?" 
Now, in an editorial in the Voice of 

the Townsmen, the Dallas Town North 
Chapter bulletin, Editor Grady Kerr 
describes a hypothetical quartet that 
"sang very poorly, had no stage pres
ence (not to be confused with chore
ography). and maybe even f ~rgot 
words or notes" and comments, 'The 
unsympathetic ears (see Code of 
Ethics #6) judged the entire Barber
shop Society by that performance. 'So 
that's barbershop!' says one audience 
member. Reversing the t ruth 'Good 
singing attracts good singers' is an
other tragedy of this common error' : 

"How do we avoid such a problem?" 
asked Grady. ·we set aside politics 
and personalities and ask a seasone.d 
'fifth' person, perhaps on the. music 
committee, capable of making an 
impartial judgement, to approve our 
chapter quartets and off er assistance 
to those who need help. The long term 
damage caused by lack of 't_aking 
responsibility' is perhaps found m our 
decline in members hip and lack of new 
members. What are we trying to pre
serve?" 

ASCS planning fall spectacular in Davenport 
The newly formed Association of 

Central States Champions is plan
ning a Past Champion Quartet Show 
for the fall convention that will top the 
one presented last October in Omaha, 
according to ACSC spokesman Dave 
Plnkall. 

A steering committee is currently 
involved in lining up a slate of past 
champion quartets for the show, and is 
promising to bring back another CSD 
favorite from the past. Last fall the 
1960 CSD Champions Four Nubbins 
came out of retirement to charm CSD 
convention participants. 

ACSC members will meet at the 
spring convention in Omaha to finalize 
plans. One promise that is already 
being made is for a better sound sys
tem than the one in the ballroom at the 
Red Lion Hotel. Plans also call for 
another performance by the ACSC 
Chorus, which is made up of past 
champion quartet men. 

All past champion quartet men are 
encouraged to make plans to attend 
the meeting in Omaha, as well as to 
participate in the Past Champs Show 
in Davenport in October. 

Top Scorers in CSD Achievement Standings 

Plateau Chapter Score Society-wide placement 
6 Kansas City 548 17th out of 45 chapters 

Des Moines 415 28th out of 45 chapters 
5 Fremont 489 14th out of 59 chapters 

St. Charles 378 32nd out of 59 chapters 
Cedar Rapids 364 37th out of 59 chapters 

4 St. Joseph 717 3rd out of 141 chapters 
Wichita 671 5th out of 141 chapters 
Waterloo 421 33rd out of 141 chapters 

3 Sioux City 332 39th out of 116 chapters 
Aberdeen 275 53rd out of 11 6 chapters 
St. Louis #1 266 57th out of 116 chapters 

2 Leavenworth 458 11th out of 188 chapters 
Fort Dodge 379 25th out of 188 chapters 
Newton 369 28th out of 188 chapters 

1 Hays 474 12th out of 254 chapters 
Joplin 438 15th out of 254 chapters 
Sedalia 403 19th out of 254 chapters 

0 Beatrice 313 2nd out of 14 chapters 

Serenade Deadlines and Mailing Dates 
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October 15, 1990 
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San Francisco Convention sidelights 
by Jim Bagby 

Special Assignment Correspondent 

•The shakeup atop the quartet stand
ings began with the Bank Street tumble 
from second to fifth place. The Side
kicks, in fourth place a year ago, 
slipped to eighth, and Chordlac A r
rest dropped from fifth to ninth place. 
The 1988 third place finisher, Chicago 
Chord of Trade, wound up-in seventh 
place. 

·The chorus competition also proved 
difficult fo r former aces. Twice Interna
tional Champion Scarborough, which 
has undergone two director changes 
since the glory days of Ray Danley, 
captured sixth place. Former · silver 
medalist Manhattan, New York (the 
Big Apple, no longerunder Don Claus} 
finished in seventh place, followed by 
parody master Providence, Rhode 
Island, in eighth place and former two
time sixth-place f inisher Oklahoma 
City in ninth place. 

·The Gas House Gang did its 
"Bowery Boys" set in Thursday night's 
quarterfinal round, where they were 
the 45th quartet to sing. In the Friday 
night semifinals, their "World War I" set 
shot them into third place. In the Satur
day night finals, they did "Liar Medley" 
and "Pass the Apples." 

·The potato-shaped balloon the Gas 
House Gang released in its "KP" rou
tine floated all the way to the 100-foot
plus Cow Palace ceiling, arriving al
most at the second the quartet finished 
the final note of the song. Two quartets 
later, the balloon floated back and 
landed on the table in front of one of the 
judges. 

•Kansas native Greg Lyne, whose 
p,arents still live in Topeka, became 
only the seco[ld man in Society history 

Iowa City) lead Doug Nlchol, now the 
lead of fourth-place The Ritz; bass 
Gary "Mel" Eliason of the Favorite 
Sons (1980 CSD champs of Mason 
City} is singing with Harmony Works 
of Hilltop, Minnesota, who placed 17th ; 
former Jax of Harmony (1977 CSD 
champs of Des Moines} bass Cliff 
Pape competed with Route 66 from 
-Albuquerque, New Mexico, (42nd}, 
and baritone Al Dittmer of the' Chord 
Motor Company {1978 CSD champs 
of Lincoln) competed with Louisville's 
Post Time (47th) and with the Thor
oughbreds. 

·Former Kansas City tenor Al 
Durick is a baritone in the jazzy front 
row of the Dixie District's Big Chicken 
Chorus, which placed 11th. 

·The international flavor of barber
shopping was evidenced by the pres
ence of groups from England, Swe
den, New Zealand, Australia, Austria 
(a double quartet), and the Quiet Dons 
Quartet from the Soviet Union, which 
got two standing ovations during their 
appearance prior to the Saturday night 
finals. For the first time, a BABS cho
rus, from Sheffield, competed and 
was a highly creditable 14th with 69 
men on stage. 

•Only three choruses staged 100 or 
more - Cincinnati with 122, Louis
v ille with 119, and Footh ill Cities with 
107. There were two with 98 and one 
with 90. The smallest was Grand Rap
ids with 43. Eugene, Oregor1 was at 
57. lnthe 17 choruses (16districts plus 
BABS}, 1,387 men were on stage. 

•Acoustix is another quartet 
coached by Don Claus, among oth
ers. 

Plan now for Eastern Iowa's 
1991 Winter Weekend Warm up 

to direct gold medal choruses in two 
districts. He did it first with the West 
Towns Chorus of Lombard, Illinois, in 
1987, then with the Masters of Har
mony of Foothill Cities, California, in 
San Francisco. Lou Laurel directed Eastern Iowa Division Vice Presi-
the Border Chorders of El Paso, Texas dent Amos Glanz has announced that 
to the 1964 International Champions, the Second Annual Winter Weekend 
then the Phoenicians, of Phoenix, Warmup is scheduled for January 18 
Arizor;ia, to the gold in 1976 and 1983. and 19 and will be held at the Holiday 
Lyne is a former member of the Kan- Inn at the Amana Colonies at Exit 255 
sas City and St. Joseph Chapters. off Interstate 80. 
He also sang the baritone in L.A. According to Glanz, next year's 
Tymes; which placed 18th in San WWW will include some Friday night 
Francisco. functions and will be geared to wives 

•Other one-time CSD residents on _ and families, as well as to learning. 
stage in San Francisco were: Former Cost of a double/double is about $55 a 
Formalities (1973 CSD champs of night. 

In 27th place at the' San Francisco International was the Missouri Valley Music Company, with 
membership from the Fremont, Omaha, Marshalltown, and Black Hawk Metro Chapters. Left to 
right - John Vaughn (tenor), Jon Ellis (lead), Dave Plnkall (bass) and Randy Wier (baritone). 
Photo by Dick Stuart, PORBE. 
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Cedar Rapids and Harmony Hawks ready 
for 1990 CSD fall convention 

Convention Chairman Merrill 
Aitch ison is almost lyrical as he an
nounces the readiness of the host 
Cedar Rapids Harmony Hawks and 
the City of Cedar Rapids for the influx 
of CSD Barbershoppers for the 1990 
CSD fall convention, October 12-14. 

"It's going to be a great contest in 
CR," said Aitchison. "We're ready." 

The contest site for the quartet and 
chorus competition will be the Para
mount Theatre of Performing Arts , 
described by Aitchison as "one of the 
finest facilities in the Midwest." 

"You will be enthralled by the sound 
of the mighty Wurlitzer organ," said 
Aitchison as he announced the spe-

cial concert on Saturday evening prior 
to the quartet finals, featuring one of 
the great organists, George Baldwin. 

Other events planned for the con
vention weekend include the Friday 
night show produced for the second 
year by the CSD Association of Past 
Quartet Champions and featuring 
some of our district's finest past quar
tet champions. 

Housing requests and convention 
registration forms have been mailed to 
each chapter president and are pub
lished, along with a schedule of con
vention activities, elsewhere in this 
issue of the Serenade. 

The Executive Line 
by Dale Schulz 

CSD Executive Vice President 

WOW! What a contest! We've just 
returned from San Francisco where 
we witnessed a tie for the first time in 
the International Chorus Contest. The 
whole contest was excellent, including 
the shuttle bus service. 

Now let's get back to the district level 
and talk about our fall convention to be 
held in Cedar Rapids. I know that many 
of you consider the convention and 
contests to be near the fringe area of 
our district. Believe me, I know how 
this feels, being from as far east as you 
can get without being in the Land o· 
Lakes or the Illinois District. 

However, we do need your chapter 
representation at the CSD House of 
Delegates meeting to be held on Sat
urday morning, October 13. I would 
ask that each chapter accept the re
sponsibility of sending a delegate to 
the convention. Let's set a record for 
attendance. 

The area counselor program con
tinues to be very active, and to date, 
we have recorded 130 visits by either 
area counselors or district officers. If 
you're an area counselor and have not 

· visited your assigned chapter, please 
set up a visitation as soon as possible. 

We have had no written ethics vio
lations as of this date. LET'S KEEP IT 
THIS WAY! See you in Cedar Rapids. 

Malrn Street Station, of Newton, finished in 37th place in the 1990 International Quartet Contest 
in San Francisco. Left to right- Brent Lembke (baritone). Dave Hiii (bas). Wayne Lan ken au (lead), 
and Steve Hoskins (tenor). Photo by Dick Stuart, PROBE. 
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Fred's Report 

by Fred Teller 
CSD President 

Is your barbershop Itch 
being scratched? 

We belong to a wonderful organi
zation which offers us so much. Our 
fellow Barbershoppers come from all 
walks of life and join our Society for 
any number of reasons. Most of us 
want to sing better! DO YOU INCLUDE 
CRAFT WORK EVERY MEETING 
NIGHT? 

Lots of us want to perform better! 
DO YOU WORK ON THE RISERS? 
DO YOU FOLLOW AN INTERPRE
TIVE PLAN? DO YOU VISUALLY 
TELL YOUR MUSICAL STORY? 

What about those members who 
want to sing in quartets or VLQ's? DO 
YOU PROVIDE SMALL GROUP 
OPPORTUNITIES EVERY WEEK? 

And those who like to woodshed? 
DO YOU GIVE THEM A CHANCE TO 
PARTICIPATE? Or those who come 
just for the fellowship? IS THE HAND 
OFBROTHERHOODEXTENDEDTO 
THEM? 

How about the member who is ab
sent for several meetings? DOES HIS 
BARBERSHOP BUDDY CONTACT 
HIM? 

I read with interest the monthly ac
tivity reports because points are based 
on those things that make a chapter 
better. I'm concerned as I see the low 
attendance in many of our chapters. A 
chapter may appear to be doing things, 
and yet only 50% or so of the members 
turn out. Why? ARE WE COMMUNl
CATINGWITH ALLOURMEMBERS? 
ARE WE SCRATCHING THEIR 
BARBERSHOP ITCH? 

Barbershopping is indeed an ex
tended family. I'm sure most of us 
count Barbershoppers among our 
closest friends. Working together, we 
can extend that opportunity to include 
new friends. "MEmbership begins with 
ME" is not just a slogan. Expanding 
our membership is essential if barber
shop singing is to be preserved for the 
future . 

The district is offering a number of 
programs designed to scratch ev
eryone 's barbershop itch. HEP 
SCHOOLS, FESTIVALS, the DY
NAMO PROGRAM, CONTESTS, 
CONVENTIONS, SENIOR QUAR
TETS, COORDINATED VISITS BY 
THE KENOSHA STAFF, AJOE BAR
BERSHOPPER CHORUS FOR 
THOSE NOT COMPETING IN THE 
FALL CONTEST (WITH CAL YODER 
AS DIRECTOR THIS EXPERIENCE 
SHOULD SCRATCH ALL OUR BAR
BERSHOP ITCHES!) See elsewhere 
in this issue how to join the Joe Barber
s hopper Chorus. 

_ Convention ramblings -

San Francisco was simply great! 
The Gas House Gang finished in sixth 
place, only 21 points from a medal, 
and that honor will certainly come. All 
three quartets - the Gang, the Mis
souri Valley Music Company, and 
Main Street Station - represented 
us well. St. Charles' Daniel Boone 
Chorus gave a fine performance with 
the kind of energy, vitality, and enter
tainment values they do so well. The 
competition was ferocious-and close! 

The district presidents worked for 
two full days in meetings that were 

productive and informative. Thanks to 
Jim Nugent, we had a fun pep rally for 
our quartets and chorus. The Hospital
ity Room on Saturday night, shared 
with the Pioneer and Ontario Districts, 
was terrific. I hope all in attendance 
took time to meet some of our barber
shop brothers and families from afar. 
Lots of Central Staters were present. 
0. L. DeMler, of Joplin, loo~ed dap
per as he escorted Maxine Andrews, 
of the Andtews Sisters fame. Forthose 
concerned about dues collection, In
ternational decided to have a trial run 
with the 107 chapters that responded 
favorably to the idea of the Interna
tional Office doing the dues collecting. 
Dr. Myron Holtgren, as our Interna
tional Board M~mber, attended the 
busy International Board meeting. 

Central States review -

As of 5-31-90, our district mem
bership is 51 ahead of a year ago, for 
a 2% increase. This is a fine start. Our 
goal is 5%. We have chartered one 
chapter (goal is two), and while we 
have no licensed chapters (goal is 
two) , we do have four sites working 
toward that goal. About 65% of our 
chapters report they are holding 
membership drives. 

In the chapter achievement contest, 
CSD lead.s the way. And am I ever 
proud of your accomplishments -
three first places - Plateau 1, Papll· 
lion; Plateau 3, Leavenworth; and 
Plateau 5, Wichita. In addition, Fort 
Dodge is third and Ames is eiohth in 
Plateau 3, and Dodge City is fourth in 
Plateau 2. Congratulations! 

Win Rashlelgh put together a fine 
HEP School in June. More on this as 
the year progresses. 

And finally -

New emphasis is being placed on 
the quality of men we elect to lead our 
Society. To this end, changes are being 
made t_o permit appointment of four at
large positions on the International 
Board to bring to leadership those men 
with special administrative, creative , 
-and planning skills. But why stop atthe 
International level? Are not these the 
qualities we want in our local and dis
trict leaders? 

In the very near future, we will be 
nominating and electing our chapter 
officers. This is not taken lightly. The 
future of our Society depends on the 
actions we take here. Let's take care to 
get the very best candidates, the kind 
of men who will lead us into the new 
decade of the 1990's. 

And above all, please remember to 
KEEP THE FUN IN BARBER
SHOPPING! • 

Limericks Unlimited -

A barbershop chorus from Hong Kong 
Was having an old fashioned sing
song, 

Sustaining the tune 
Caused the audience to swoon 

By holding that last chord for so-o-o
long. 

-Bob Levi 

Pictured left to right are members of the award-winning Gent's Quartet from 's-Hertogenbosch, 
The Netherla_nds - Arno Vlguura (lead), Ton van Aart (tenor), Theo van Dijk (bass) and Henk van 
Buuren (bantone). All four play prominent roles in the Dutch Association of Barbershop Signers 
(DABS), the natio~al orga~ization which became affiliated with SPEBSQSA on July 1, 1989, and now 
has 21 quartets. V1guurs 1s a member of the DABS Council ofDelegates, van Aart is editor of DABS
.Tunes, the~fficial Dutch national barbershop magazine, van Dijkis DABS president, and van Buuren 
1s a columnist for DABS-Times. The quartet, which was formed in 1986, placed first at the 1988 and 
1989 Dutch Festivals for Vocal Ensembles. Photo provided by Gary Veendorp. 

Dutch quartet to tour Kansas 
a.nd perform in Newton 

by Gary Veendorp 
Newton Chapter PRO 

The Gents' Quartet, of 's-Her
togenbosch, The Netherlands, will visit 
the Central States District and present 
a single performance with the Newton 
Chapter on the evening of August 7. All 
four are members of the Dutch Asso
ciation of Barbershop Singers (DABS), 
the Dutch national association of Bar
bershoppers, which became affiliated 
with our Society in July of 1989. 

During their visit, which will be lim
ited to the Kansas Division, the Gents' 
Quartet will stay overnight on August 
5 in the homes of members of the 
Topeka Chapter, tourthe Kansas State 
Capitol building the morning of August 
6, perform at an intercontinental show 
in Newton the evening of August 7, 
and tour and perform at the Institute of 
Logopedics in Wichita on the after
noon of August 8. 

The highlight of the Dutchmen's 
Kansas tour will be their performance 

at the "Dutch Harmony Days" Inter
national Barbershop Music Show on 
Tuesday, August 7, at 8 p.m. in the 
Newton High School Auditorium, 900 
W. 12th Street in Newton. The Dutch
American show will also feature 
Newton's Pride of the Prairie Chorus, 
1988, 1989and1990 Kansas Division 
Champions, and Par Excellence, 1983 
Kansas Division Quartet champions 
and CSD finalists. The varied inter
continental program will climax with 
the singing of the Dutch and American 
National Anthems. 

A portion of the show proceeds will 
be donated to the Institute of Lo
gopedics in Wichita. 

Newton's Mayor Gary Loyd has is
sued a proclamation declaring the 
period August 6 to 8 Newton's Dutch 
Barbershop Harmony Days, and the 
keys to the city of Newton will be pre
sented to the quartet while they are in 
that city. 

For ticket information, call (316) 283-
0498. 

We failed to detect much interest throughout the district in the fact that April was Harmony Month. 
However, we did receive the above photograph. along with a proclamation by Governor Mike Hayden 
designating the month of April as ·Barbershop Harmony Month· in Kansas. Posing with Governor 
Hayden are (left to right) - Rick Kready (Topeka•s chorus director and tenor with Special Touch 
and Executive Assistant to the Governor), Jack Montgomery and John Gould (Topeka Chapter), 
Gary Veendorp (Newton PRO) and his wife, Lena, State Representative Ellen Samuelson, the four 
members of Main Street Station (Steve Hoskins, Dave Hiii, Wayne Lankenau, and Brent 
Lembke), Roy Sullivan (Topeka MVO), State Representative Tom Walker, and Ken Frahm (Colby 
Chapter). Photo provided by Office of the Governor. · • · 



Eastern Iowa Division Vice President Amoa Glanz sent us this photo of the assembled mass 
chorus during the "International lnterchapter Barbershop Summit,"hosted by the Davenport Chapter 
on June 21 . Amos assures us there are 139 singers on the risers. In addition to the Chordbuaters, 
Barbershoppers came from Dubuque in CSD and from the Rock Island, Sterling-Rock Falla, and 

First Society Directors' College 
worth repeat perf onnance next year 

by Don Newman 
Kansas City Chapter 

About 350 barbershop chorus di
rectors and prospective directors from 
the United States, Canada, England, 
and Russian survived a very hectic 
seven days as the Society's first Direc
tors' College, hosted by Carthage 
College in Kenosha, Wisconsin, be
came another item in barbershopping's 
history books. 

Yes, the classes were challenging. 
Yes, they were interesting and in· 
formative and we learned a lot. Yes, 
believe it or not, we had homework to 
do. Yes, we all became aware of how 
little we know about our hobby. And 
yes, we would all do it over again. 

The week began with "tests" and 
ended with "tests," and testing was 
nonstop throughout the week. And 
were the tests difficult? Does bar
bershop harmony make use of sev
enth chords? 

On the first day, Sunday, all stu· 
dents were tested in theory, ear train
ing, and sight reading, in order to place 
each one in the appropriate class level. 
Each participant was assigned to 
classes in six subjects - leadership; 
vocal techniques; four levels each of 
chorus directing, ear training, theory, 
and sight reading; and performance. 
Two general sessions each day in 
warm-up techniques and guest chorus 
coaching added up to 11 hours of 
classroom instruction each day. 

One history-making event during the 
opening general session was the 
appearance of the Quiet Don Quar-

tet, from the Soviet Union, who re
galed us with their mastery of four-part 
barbershop harmony. 

But it wasn't all work and no play. On 
Wednesday evening, we took a break 
to tour Harmony Hall and the Society's 
printing shop and catalog order de· 
partment. 

If we as students can share with 
each of you only a small amount of 
what we learned at this school, the 
entire Society will benefit. There was 
such a wealth of material out there to 
be absorbed, and for a volunteer or
ganization, we are so lucky to have 
some or the best instructors in the 
world. 

Take a look at the photograph else
where in this issue of the Serenade of 
the students and instructors form the 
Central States District, and let them 
bend your ear a little about what the 
first Chorus Directors' College was 
like. 

COTS registration 
fee up 

Bob King, coordinator ot'the CSD 
Chapter Officer Training School 
(COTS), has asked that we remind 
everyone that the registration fee for 
this year's COTS will be $75, up from 
the $65 fee for prior years. 

This year's COTS will be held at the 
Red Lion Inn in Omaha on the week
end of November 17-18. 

Peoria Chapters of the Illinois District. Their guest quartet was none other than the Quiet Don Quartet 
from the Soviet Union, enroute to the International Convention in San Francisco. They're the four guys 
in front, down on one knee. 

CSD hospitality room busy in San Francisco, 
15 quartets sing on program in 150 minutes 

by Jim Nugent 
CSD Administrative Vice President 

What would you pay to attend a 
show that featured a couple of Past 
International Champions like the Ru
ral Route 4 and the Interstate Ri
vals? 

Then, on the same show, add a 
couple of 1990 Medafists like the 139th 
Street Quartet {2nd) and Bank Street 
(5th) and, on top of that, throw in five 
other top twenty quartets, Gas House 
Gang (CSD, 6th), Bustin' Loose (JAD, 
12th) Harmony Works {LOL, 17th) , 
Basin Street (SWD, 20th), and Flor
ida Transfer (SUN, 19th). 

Then, include five more of the best 
quartets in the International competi
tion - Flip Side (ONT), High Falutin 
(ONT), Musicians Choice (FWD), 

From the Heart (NED), and Saturday 
Night Live (NED). 

And then, just for kicks, add a quar· 
tet composed of two former members 
of the New Tradition, plus two former 
members of the Classic Collection. 

You could have heard that show 
beginning at 11 :30 p.m. on Saturday 
night, July 7 and ending at 2 a.m .. July 
8, in the hospitality room sponsored 
jointly by the Central States, Ontario, 
and Pioneer Districts. 

What was the cost of admission? 
Zip, nothing, zero, free gratis. Don't 
ask how we did it. I still don't know, but 
credit should go to the presidents of 
the three districts for having the fore
sight to plan to collaborate in the effort 
and to the good fortune of having an 
excellent location in the headquarters 
hotel. 

1991 CSD Harmony Education Program 
scheduled for May 31 and June 1 

by Winston Rashleigh 
CSD Music Vice President 

The 1990 CSD HEP (Harmony 
Education Program) School is now 
history. Sixty-nine CSD Barber
shoppers were able to spend the 
weekend of learning with a highly 
qualified faculty who gave of their time 
and talent that we might learn to do 
better what we enjoy most - SING
ING! 

Four quartets experienced nine and 
a half hours of coaching in sound, 

stage presence, and interpretation. 
Evaluations, both verbal and written 
from students, expressed their praise 
and appreciation for the faculty and 
the experience. 

Please mark your calendars! The 
1991 CSD HEP School will be held 
during the weekend of May 31 and 
June 1. Various sites are being evalu
ated, and the final selection will be 
announced later. The faculty is now 
being organized. 

Burt Szabo visited Topeka, Salina, 
Hays, and the Liberal, Kansas, exten
sion site the week ending July 21 . Biii 
Rashlelgh is scheduled to be in Ma
son City on August 27, Des Moines 
on August 28, Algona on August 29, 
and Ames on August 30. Tom Gentry 
will visit Eastern Iowa chapters during 
the week ending October 13. 

The Performance Team is alive and 
well and has added Wayne Lanke
nau, Rob Henry, and Dan Naumann 
as new members. One chapter, via an 
activity report from an area counselor, 
requested some information about 
coaching, but no other requests have 
been received. This is another area of 
assistance being offered to CSD chap
ters with few requests received. 

A snappy tip of the hat to the CSD Barbershoppers who attended the first ever Society Chorus Director's school at Carthage College in Kenosha the 
week of June 17-24. Front row, left to right - Terry White (Aberdeen), Don Newman (Kansas City), Fran Wilson (Kearney), Jim Griffith (Papillion), Gerry 
Martin (Leavenworth), Dean Trapp (Aberdeen), Ron Stucky (Wichita), and John Plantenberg (Overland Park). Back row, left to right - Mike Synola 
(Mitchell, SD), Pete Stibor (Fremont), Jim Henry (St. Charles), Paul Wigley (Mason City), Joe Caulkins (Cedar Rapids), and Bob Frankenfeld 

The Daniel · Boone Chorus of the 
St. Charles Chapter, the Gas House 
Gang, the Missouri Valley Music 
Company, and the Main Street Sta
tion ar.e .to be congratulated for their 
fine performances on the International 
stage in San Francisco. Keep up the 
good work, guys; we in Central States 
ar.e. pr.oud of you . . , , , (Dubuque). Photo provided by Don Newman. ., • , , , ; . . .. , , . · • , • ', .. · 
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1 Leonard's Lines 

on Logopedics 
by Leonard Purvis 

CSD Logopedics Chairman 

As I attended the San Francisco 
convention this year, I learned that 1 O 
of the 16 Society districts have contrib
uted more to date in 1990than in 1989 
for the first six months of the year. The 
good news for the Central States Dis
trict is that we are among those 1 O. 

Contributions for 1990 in CSD are 
almost double what they were by this 
time last year. This is exceptional, and 
all of you who have helped make this a 
reality are to be congratulated. 

It should be noted, however, that 
most of our 1989 contributions came in 
November and December, so we can't 
let up and rest on our laurels. We are 
only one-fourth of the way to our goal 
for 1990. So thanks for a great start. So 
let's keep it rolling in to the Harmony 
Foundation. 

A number of chapters are carrying 
on local service projects in addition to 
their support of the Institute of Lo
gopedics. This is a great way to in
crease community awareness of bar
bershopping and what it's all about. 

I'm told that the recent revision of 
chapter secretary reports no longer 
provides a place to report such local 
charitable activity. We would like very 
much to be informed about such ac
tivity. Therefore, if your chapter is in
volved in a local service project. please 
encourage your chapter Logopedics 
chairman to let me know about it. 
Perhaps some recognition of these 
activities could be included in future 
articles. 

We also received a report in San 
Francisco regarding Campbell Soup 
labels. Over 1,200,000 were redeemed 
by the Institute in 1989, and the vast 
majority of these were turned in by 
Barbers hoppers. This is a great way to 
help the kids get much needed equip
ment without much added cost to you. 

Lastly, let me congratulate our three 
quartets who represented us at San 
Francisco on a great effort. You all 
sang very well. You get better every 
time I hear you. I don't see any way we 
can keep from bringing home some 
medals next year. 

The competition gets tougher every 
year tor both quartets and choruses. 
Every man in the Daniel Boone Cho
rus is to be congratulated also for. 
another job well done. I'm proud and 
happy to be a Barbershopper from 
CSD, and expect things to continue 
improving in our district and Society
wide. 

Please remember we're the home 
district for the Institute of Logopedics 
in Wichita, and many of our kids are' 
receiving much needed care there. 
The important thing is that the stu
dents and families who are served by 
the IOL wherever they're from are 
receiving better care because we 
support the Harmony Foundation. 
Please continue to be proud and gen
erous in this endeavor. 

Show 
Announcements 

April 27, 1991 - Viborg chapter 
Show, Chiefs of Staff, contact Duane 
Larson, (605) 326-5387. 

Central States District 
1990 Fall Convention and Contests 

Registration and Ticket Order Form 

Individual's Name - --- --------
Spouse ______________ ~ 

Chapter or Quartet -----------

Address------ ----------

Voice Part --------------

Phone Number ____________ _ 

City ----....-------------
State _ _______ Zip ______ _ 

Ticket Reservation 

NOTE: All competing quartet and chorus personnel are required to purchase the Registration Package which 

includes tickets to all the competition sessions (Items 2, 3 and 4) 

Events 

1. Registration package 

2. Quartet preliminaries 

3. Small Chorus contest 

4. Quartet finals and show 

5. Friday VLQ Contest 

6. Saturday night afterglow 

Mail forms not later than Sept. 7 to: 

Price 

$19.00 

4.00 

?.00 

10.00 

4.00 

3.00 

Total Order 

Quantity Total Price 

Merrill Aitchison 
1625-47th St. N.E. 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52402 
Convention Chairman 
Phone: 319-393-4093 

Please make checks payable te : SPEBSQSA CSD Convention 

Larry Aspleaf Signature of Orderer: -------- ----------

3801 Vine Ave. S.E. 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52403 
Convention Co-Chairman 
Phone 319-363-2724 

Date of order _ _________ _______ ___ _ 

We Sing ... That They Shall Speak 
Speech, like eong, unite• the voice• of children and men in common uadentaadin9. 
Uke ein9in9, epeech ie eaeUy 1 .. rned hy eome; for other•, epecial effort i• required. 

Harmony in the Land of the Hawks 
CSD Fall Convention and Contests 
October 12-14, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

Housing Request Form 
There are four hotels and motels in Cedar Rapids that have reserved blocks of rooms for the district convention 

and competition on October 12, 13 and 14, 1990. We will make every effort to give you the accommodations you 
request. However, if they are not available, the next available accomodations will be reserved for you. The follow-
ing is the list of the hotels and motels and their rates : . 

Sfouffers Five Seasons Hotel -225 Rooms 350 First Ave. N.E. -3 blocks from Paramount Theatre. Single, 
$59.00; Double, $59.00; Triple, $59.00; Quads, $59.00 

Roosevelt Hotel (Connects to Headquarters)-100 Rooms 200 First Ave. N.E. 2 blocks from Paramount 
Theatre . Single, $40.00; Double or Twins, $46.00; Triples, $46.00 

Village Inn Motel-SO Rooms 100 F Ave. N.W. - two blocks from Paramount Theatre -across the river. 
Single, $32.00; Double, $35.00; Double Double, $39.00; Triple, $42.00; Quad, $46.00 

Holiday Inn - 125 Rooms 2501 Williams Blvd. - Approximately 1 mile from Headquarters and Paramount 
Theatre. Single, $47.00; Double, $53.00; Twin, $53.00 

All above prices subject to tax. 
Hotel Reservations wlll be confirmed by September, via mall. 
Please get your reservations in early. All reserviations must be in by September 7, otherwise the blocked-off 

rooms will be released to the general public. 
Please return your completed housing request form to: 

Tom Zuber - Housing Chairman 
4201 Dalewood Ave. S.E. - Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52403 

Phone 319-362-3602 (Home) 

Name _ ________ _________ _ ~ Phone No. __________ _ 

Address ______________________ ____ _ _____ _ _ _ 

City -----------------
State ______ _ Zip ___ _ __ _ 

Arrival Date _ _ _____ _ Arrival Time ______ _ Departure Date _______ _ 

Type of Accommodations: ____ Single ____ Double ___ Double/Double (2 beds) 

Other: ______________________ ________ _____ _ 



The top two entnes in the 1989 CSD "Bulletin Editor of the Year" contest were announced during 
the spring convention in Omaha. First place and the title of CSD "Bulletin Editor of the Year" went to 
Gene Zelmlt (left), editor of the Chord Cour ier, the bulletin of the Dubuque Chapter. Runner-upwas 
J.P. Jones (right), oditor of theCedar Rapids chapter bulletin, the Hawkseye. 

CSD Fall Contest - Schedule of Events 
October 12-14, 1990 - Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

Registeration 
Hospitality and 
Logopedics Room 

CSD Board Meeting 
Barbershopper's 
Shop open 

Judges' briefing 
Quartet briefing 

Quartet preliminary 
Past Champs' Show 

Registeration 
Hospitality and 
Logopedics Room 

Barbershopper's Shop 

CSD House of 
Delegates meeting 

A&R for non-finalist 
quartets 

Friday, October 12 

11 p.m. 
1 p.m. 

1 p.m. 
5p.m. 

Stouffer Five Seasons Hotel, 2nd floor 
Stouffer, 4th floor, Delaware Room 

Stouffer, 4th floor, Buchanan Room 
Stouffer, 4th floor, Cedar Room 

5 :45 p.m. Stouffer, Judge's suite 
6:15 p.m. Stouffer, 4th floor, Benton I and II 

Room 
7p.m. 
11 p.m. 

Paramount Theater 
Stouffer, 2nd floor, Grand Ballroom 
(Wisconsin/South Dakota Room) 

Saturday, October 13 

8a.m. 
8a.m. 

8a.m. 

8 :30 a.m. 

9a.m. 

Stouffer, 2nd floor 
Stouffer, 4th floor, Delaware Room 
(Not open during contest sessions) 
Stouffer, 4th floor, Cedar Room 
(Not open during contest sessions) 
Stouffer, lobby, Amana Room 

Stouffer, 16th floor, lounge 

Joe Barbershop Chorus 11 a.m. Paramount Theater 
rehearsal to 12:30 p.m . 

Judges' luncheon 11 :30 a.m. Stouffer, 4th floor, Benton I and II 

Chorus directors' 
briefing 

District Chorus 
Contest 

A&R for directors 
and music teams 

Mass chorus singout 

Mighty Wurlitzer organ 
concert 

Quartet finals and 
show 

Room 
11 :30 a.m. Stouffer, 4th floor, Benton I and II 

Room 
1 p.m. Paramount Theater 

30 min. Stouffer, Wisconsin Room 
after last chorus 

15 min. Comer 1st Avenue and 3rd Street 
after contest 

7:30 p.m. Paramount Theater 

8p.m. Paramount Theater 

Aftergow and 10:30 p.m. Stouffer, 2nd floor, Grand Ballroom 
Logopedics Raffle drawing 

Quartet finalist 
A&R session 

Ecumenical church 
service 

Sunday,October14 

8:30 a.m. 

9 a.m. Stouffer, Minnesota/Nebraska Rooms 
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A TIENTION - Chapter Logopedics Chairmen 

It's time to beg1in planning for your chapter's gift donation for 
the CSD Logopedics Raffle which will be conducted during 
the CSD Fall Convention at Cedar Rapids, October 12-14. 
For further information , contact: 

Merrill Aitchison 
Convention Chairman 
1625 47th Street, SE 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52402 

Hays Chapter receives Prudential 
Partners in Service Award 

by Virgil Quint 
Hays Chapter 

At its meeting on May 17 at the 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Hays, Mr. 
Clarence V. Schafer, Insurance Agent 
for the Prudential Insurance Company 
of America, presented the Hays High 
Plains Chapter with a check for $800, 
a grant from the Prudential Foundation 
toward the support of the Institute of 
Logopedics. 

This contribution was made under 
the Prudential Partn ers in Community 
Service Program, a recognition and 
grants program exclusively for Pru
dential Agents active in their commu
nities. For the past 12 years, Schafer 
has been a continuous support of the 

Hays Chapter and its work in helping 
handicapped children and adults . 

The Hays Chapter not only supports 
the IOL, but also Developmental Serv
ices of Northwest Kansas in its work 
with handicapped children and adults . 
The Hays group has supported Devel
opmental Services since its beginning 
as the Homer B. Reed Center For 
Children on the campus of Fort Hays 
State University. 

Through this grant to the IOL, the 
Hays Chapter was recognized along 
with Schaf er for time and energy in
vested in community service in sup
porting handicapped children and 
adults . The chapter and the Society 
thank Prudential for this recognition. 

Everybody can get into the act 
on contest stage at Cedar Rapids 

If you've never experienced the thrill of performing with a big chorus on 
stage during a district contest, here's your chance. 

CSD Administrative Vice President Jim Nugent has announced the for
matio for the first time in our district of the Joe Barbershopper Chorus to 
perform as the mike testing chorus for the 1990 CSD contest on October 13 
at the Paramount Theater in Cedar Rapids. 

Although this event is planned primarily for men whose choruses will not 
be competing in this year's fall chorus contest. any CSD Barbershopper is 
eligible to sing with the Joe Barbershopper Chorus. And get this, our 
director will be none other than Calvln Yoder, lead of CSD's own Rural 
Route 4, 1986 International Quartet Champions. 

What about music? you may ask. The two "contest" songs will be "Paddlin' 
Madelin' Home" and "Ro-Ro-Rollin' Along." A special packet consisting of 
the music and an audio learning tape is being developed by the International 
Office. You can get yours by sending $5 to the catalog order department at 
Kenosha and requesting the special Joe Barbershopper chorus learning 
packet. 

Should you wear your chorus uniform? Jim says it will be nice if all 
members of the Joe Barbershopper Chorus wear their own distinctive 
uniforms, but the absence of a uniform won't keep you from joining the chorus 
on stage. 

Finally, the Joe Barbershopper Chorus will rehearse from 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. at the Paramount Theater on Saturday, October 13. 

If you want to make CSD barbershopping history by singing with the first 
CSD Joe Barbershopper Chorus, all you have to do is fill out the registra
tion form and send it as soon as possible to Jim Nugent, 220 Northridge 
Drive, Hays, Kansas 67601 . 

Joe Barbershopper Chorus 
· Registration Form 

Yes, I plan to be on stage with the Joe Barbershopper Chorus in the 
Paramount Theater in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, on October 13. 

Name _________ Chapter ________ _ 

Address - - - ---------- --------
City __________ State _____ Zip _ __ _ 

Telephone - - - - - ---------------

I will bring my own chorus uniform and will be on stage at 11 a.m. for the 
chorus rehearsal. 
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The Air Capita I Chorus of Wichita, directed by Ron Stucky, presented a dress rehearsal of their 
spring show. 0 Lers Sing an Irish Song,· to the students and facul ty of the Institute of Logopedcs. The 
event was well received, w ith some of the students participating in the concluding number, 'We Sing 
That They Shall Speak.· Photo provided by Chareles Wittenborn. 

Fremont's "Chord Gallery'' wins 
Eastern Nebraska Novice Contest 

by Dick Delonn 
Editor. the ReChorder 

On Monday evening, June 4, quar
tets from Omaha, Lincoln, Fremont, 
and Papillion graced the stage of the 
Warren United Methodist Church in 
Lincoln to do battle in the Eastern 
Nebraska Novice Quartet Contest, 
hosted by the Lincoln Continentals 
Chapter. 

Each year this event has grown, and 
this year was no exception. An audi
ence that approached 120 people filled 
the chairs, while 13 quartets filled every 
available room in preparation for the 
contest to come. 

Although there were no mikes to 
test, MC Joe Griffith introduced the 
mike tester quartet, the Mutual Fun 
Company from Papillion (Greg 
Jones, Jim Mathis, Jack Feller, and 
Jim Griffith}, and we were off and 
running for a full evening of spirited 
fun, fellowship, and at times, serious 
singing. Following the rules of no more 
than two members of any organized 
quartet and an understanding that the 
primary objective was to have fun, the 
contest began. 

At the end of the contest, while the 
judges were adding up the scores. the 
Towne Kryors (formerly the 
Chordhuskers} from Fremont and 
Omaha (Bob Chipman, John Jones, 
Dave House and Glen Rush) enter
tained the crowd with their rendition of 

"I'm Sitting on Top of the World" and 
"Old Phonograph Records," complete 
with choreography. They were followed 
by last year's Novice Quartet 
Champions, Mike's Testers from 
Lincoln (Mike Brinkman, Bryan 
Holen, Jerry Neeman, and James 
Blomgren). 

Pete Stlbor, director of the Fre
mont Pathfinders Chorus, lead the 
audience in a number of Polecat songs 
prior to introducing Dale Comer, 
Chairman of Judges, who was to 
announce the contest winners. Like all 
good COJ's, Dale started with fifth 
place and worked back to the winner 
and 1990 Novice Quartet Champions, 
Chord Gallery from Fremont (Jamie 
Nygren, tenor; Curt Johnson, lead; 
Ken Vonseggern, baritone; and Dave 
Plnkall, bass}. 

Judges for the evening were Steve 
Trusty, (Stage Presence}. Winston 
Rashlelgh (Interpretation}, Dale Hell
lger(Sound}, and DaleComer(Chair
man of Judges). The judges were 
scrutinized with regard to their qualifi
cations to judge in their respective 
categories and were found to be fit as 
any contest judges ever are, i.e., they 
were there. 

Of course, the evening would not 
have been complete without an after
glow. and of course. one was held at a 
local pub. Singing progressed until the 
wee hours. 

Barbershoppers to examine Lifeline 
long distance billing system 

Through a program called Lifeline, 
Barbershoppers can have a portion 
(10%) of their long-distance telephone 
bills donated to the Society. In addi
tion, participants will, it is reported , 
receive service at rates that are below 
the standardforthe industry. The serv
ice is attractive for home or business 
use. 

Under Lifeline, long-distance serv
ice will automatically be routed through 
the carrier that provides the highest 
quality service at the most competitive 
rates at the time of the call. These 
carriers include AT&T, MCI, and US 
Sprint. 

A travel card will be provided for 
those who wish to make long-distance 
calls while they are away from home or 
business. 

Participants will receive one bill 

covering both long-distance and local 
calls through their Bell company or 
their present local telephone company. 
Dialing procedures will not be affected; 
there will be no special access codes 
to dial. 

The portion of telephone bills do
nated to the Society is tax deductible. 
A statement of these donations will be 
provided at year's end. 

Copies of the subscriber form have 
been mailed to individual chapters. 
Additional copies should be made for 
chapter members. 

This appears to be another "win/ 
win" situation in which members can 
obtain good services at reduced cost 
while bringing in significant amounts of 
revenue to the Society. 

-Update 

A.l.S.Q.C. 

Association of Internatio nal Seniors Quartet Champions 

Attention: Seniors Quartets 

CSD Seniors Quartet Contest Chairman Ron Abel reminds us all that the 
Sixth Annual lnterna1ional Seniors Quartet Contest will be held during the 
Midwinter Convention in Tampa, Florida, on Saturday, February 2, 1991 . 

This event has become one of the highlights of the Midwinter Convention. 
Qualifications will be- the same as for prior years - the combined ages of 
all four members must total at least 240 years with no member younger than 
55. Further details will follow. 

In the meantime, form your Seniors Quartet now and make plans now to 
sing in the Seniors Quartet Contest and enjoy a winter vacation in Tampa, 
Florida. 

Your CSD Long Range Planning Committee will be studying the Seniors 
Quartet concept in our district in an effort to encourage more interest and 
participation. We'll keep you informed. 

DYNAMO - What is it? How does it work? 

WHAT IS IT? 
One of the most exciting and valuable programs ever created to assist 

chapters is available RIGHT NOW! It's called DYNAMO, which is an 
acronym for ·Develop Your Numbers and Musical Organization." It can 
help raise the musical quality of the chorus, retain and attract members, 
and put together an organization within the chapter that can all but assure 
continued success! 
HOW DOES IT WORK? 

The foundation of the program is the music team concept as outlined in 
the Music Leadership Team manual. Emphasis is on the sharing of re
sponsibilities within the music team, lifting the burden from the chorus di
rector. Through a well-organized music program, the chapter can improve 
the musical product, make meetings more interesting and productive, 
and build PRIDE in the chapter. 
WHAT ARE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR A CHAPTER TO PARTICIPATE 
IN A DYNAMO II PRESENTATION? 

A desire to be better and commitment to a weekend of information and 
musical assistance. The DYNAMO II program sends a DYNAMO trainer to 
your chapter who will work with the group on a Friday/Saturday series of 
meetings and develop the program to fit your individual chapter's needs 
and abilities. 

It's a simple matter to set things in motion to receive this valuable assis
tance. Your chapter president and music vice president have detaifed in
structions on whom to contact and how to apply for the DYNAMO II pre
sentation. Talk to these officers and your board, and insist that they take 
action immediately to involve your chapter in this vital plan to improve your 
chapter. 

(Editor's note: This article was prepared from material furnished by 
the International Music Department.) 

PLAN 
AHEAD 
COTS/ Omaha 

1990 November 1 7-"18 
1991 November 16-"17 
1992 November 14-15 
1993 November 13-14 
1994 November 12-13 

International 
Conventions 

1991 Louisville, KY 
June 30-July 7 

1992 New Orleans, LA 
June 28-July 5 

1993 Calgary, Alta. 
June 27-July4 

1994 Pittsburgh, PA 
July 3-10 

1990 

1991 

1991 

1992 

1992 

1993 

1993 

1994 

1994 

1995 

1995 

CSD Conventions 

Fall Cedar Rapids 
Oct. 12-14 

Spring Omaha 
April 12-14 

Fall Kansas City 
Oct. 11-13 

Spring Omaha 
April 10-12 

Fall Omaha 
Oct. 9-11 

Spring Des Moines 
April 9-11 

Fall Des Moines 
Oct. 8-10 

Spring Omaha 
April 8-10 

Fall To be announced 
October 7-9 

Spring To be announced 
April 7-9 

Fall To be announced 
October 13-15 



The interior of 60-year old Memorial Hall in Blanchette Park in St. Charles, MO, during the recently
complete two-month renovation period. The Daniel Boone Chorus, current CSD Chorus Champions, 
has negotiated a long-time agreement with the St. Charles Park department for the use of the building 
one night a week as their new meeting place. Photo provided by Don Roemer. 

Daniel Boone chorus finds new home 
by Don Roemer 

St. Charles Chapter 

The St. Charles Chapter has a new 
home until at least the year 2000. The 
Daniel Boone Chorus has just com
pleted a two-month renovation project 
on 60-year-old Memorial Hall in Blan
chette Park in St. Charles. 

Through an agreement with the City 
·Parks and Recreation Department, the 
chorus purchased necessary materi
als and provided the bulk of the labor 
for the project. In exchange, the cho
rus has use of the hall each Thursday 
evening. For each use, a credit is is
sued toward the approximate $15,000 
value of the renovation until the invest
ment is paid off. 

In addition to the main hall~the chorus 
also has use of a basement area and 
two other rooms for sectional rehears
als. A large lockable storage area was 
included in the plans for the chorus's 
exclusive use to keep risers, files, 
props, and a refrigerator. 

The new home is the culmination of 
a six-month search. The previous 
practice site, a college cafeteria, never 
proved satisfactory. Last summer, the 
St. Charles board appointed member 
Kevin Nelson to organize a search for 
a new facility. Every church and every 
hall was explored, but none could serve 
all the chorus' needs. 

While checking out a new two-room 
addition to Memorial Hall, Kevin 
learned that the Parks Department had 
plans to renovate the old main hall, but 
did not have the estimated $90,000 for 

the project. Kevin and his committee 
figure that the chorus could do the job 
forabout$15,000, andthe Board of Di
rectors voted to pursue a proposal with 
the Parks Department. 

After about two months of discussing, 
modifying, and fine-tuning a twenty 
page contract, the papers were signed 
and work began on January 2, with 
Kevin as project manager. 

The first step was removing several 
old inner walls. old rest rooms. and a 
stairway. Studs were put over the old 
brick outer walls, insulation was in
stalled, and drywall put up. Inner walls 
were constructed for the chorus' stor
age area, another storage area for 
tables and chairs, and new rest rooms. 
The walls were painted and work began 
on a drop ceiling with new florescent 
lights, dimmer lights, heating ducts, 
and sound absorbing tiles. The chorus 
members also completely re-did the 
electrical wiring in the hall. Over a 
thousand member-hours have gone 
into the renovation. 

In addition to the chorus having a 
new home, the community now has a 
like-new modern hall which is much 
more marketable than it was before. 
On March 15, city dignitaries and the 
public will attend a dedication of the 
improved hall, during which the chorus 
will perform. 

The men of the Daniel Boone 
Chorus invite you to come and visit 
their new home any Thursday evening 
at 7:30, ring a chord, and inspect the 
fruits of their labors. 

Wanted: 
Dynamic, knowledgeable, barbershop-exerienced di
rector to ignite an enthusiastic 65-man chapter. We 
have an active music team including two able assistant 
directors. We have twice competed in International 
contest and are anxious to relive the thrill. Our chapter 
goals are to sing well, entertain, and compete. Employ
ment placement assistance is available. Send your 
resume to: Roger Thompson, 247 Lakeview Drive, 
Sherrard, IL 61281, or phone: (309) 593-2689. 
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Menibership begins with -
all of us 

by Bob Swenson 
CSD Director of 

Membership Development 

MEMBERSHIP IS STILL UP - My 
statement in the last Serenade is still 
true! But it looks like our work is cut out 
for us. 

As of May 31, our District member
ship is 2,575 happy Barbershoppers. 
This represents a 51-member gain over 
the same time a year ago. 

Fourofourdivisions, Western Iowa, 
Kansas, Nebraska, and South Dakota, 
are all showing membership gains. 
Unfortunately, our two largest divisions 
of one year ago lost members, and one 
of them has slipped now to third place 
in membership size. 

Our goal for 1990, is 12~ new Bar
bershopper~. but of course to obtain 
that goal, we must recruit approximately 
450 new Barbershoppers to take the 
place of those who move away, drop 
their membership, or otherwise cease 
being Barbershoppers. With fifty-one 
new members so far, we're approxi
mately 40 percent of the way to our 
goal. With a little work, our goal can be 
attained! 

Our honor roll chapters for this re
porting period include cedar Rapids, 
Elkader, Ottumwa, Algona, Ames, 
Atlantic, Denison, Sioux City, Over
land Park, Manhattan, Leavenworth, 
Newton, Salina, Wichita, McPher
son, Sedalia, Boonville, Joplin, St. 
Louis #1, St. Charles, Kansas City, 
Beatrice, Omaha, Lincoln, Hastings, 
Kearney, Papillion, Fremont, Viborg 
and Huron. All of these chapters have 
membership gains over May 31 of 
1989. 

Our barbershop hats are also off to 
several chapters whO did not lose 
membership during the twelve months 
preceding May 31 , 1990. Storm Lake, 
Beloit, Great Bend, Oodge City, and 
Nebraska City are all still maintaining 
last year's membership figures. 

If you don't see your chapter's name 
in the above lists, then you need to be 
asking your membership vice presi
dent some pretty serious questions! 

It's interesting to note that the 30 
chapters that have gained member
ship in our district have brought in a 
total of 159 new Barbershoppers. This 
averages over 5 members per chap
ter. If every chapter could increase its 
members by 5, our membership goal 
would easily be met! 

Leading the way in-"the number of 
new members recrutted so far this 
year is the Wichita chapter who can 
boast of 17 new singers. Elkader is 
close behind with 15 new Barber
shoppers. On a percentage basis, the 
honors go to Huron, for a 275 percent 
increase has occurred as their mem
bership has moved from four to 15. 
The Elkader chapter takes a second 
place honor with a 65 percent gain, 
while Papillion is showing a 60 per
cent gain by raising their numbers from 
20 to 32 in the year ended May 31 . 

With 31 of our chapters currently 
losing membership, we must redouble 
our efforts toward recruiting new 
members. There is never a bad time to 
invite a prospective guest to your 
chapter meeting. Besides gaining a 
new Barbershopper, you may gain a 
closer friend, and he will thank you for 

(continued on page 11) 

Members of the St. Charles Chapter provided the bulk of the labor for the renovation of their new 
home in the ~emorial Hall in Blanchette Park. Shown here are (left to right) Donn Gunter, Kevin 
Nelson, and Biii Buttermore. Photo provided by Don Roemer. 
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Inter-national Board action 
at San Francisco 

Following its meeting during the 
International Convention in San Fran
cisco, the International Board of Direc
tors announced the names of the 
members of the 1991 Executive 
Committee: 

President, Bob Cearnal (ILL) 
Vice President, Bobby Wooldridge 

(DIX) . 
Vice President-Treasurer, Ernie 

Nickosen (CAR) 
Vice President, Terry Aramian 

(FWD) 
Immediate Past President, Charlie 

Mccann {DIX) 
Past President Jim Richards {LOL) 

was elected to a seven-year term as 
Trustee of the Harmony Foundation .. 

After a year-long, broad-based study 
at committee level, headed by Past 
International President Darryl Flinn, 

· the International Board decided to 
modify its structure by eliminating board 
positions occupied by the three long
est-tenured Past International Presi
dents and replacing them with four "at
large" positions to be filled by election 
from a slate of nominees. 

In a related action, the Board re
jected a recomme.ndation for three
year terms in favor .of retaining the 
current two-year terms for International 
Board members ... 

The International Board took steps 
to alter significantly the procedures by 
which International and Midwinter 
convention sites are to be selected in 
the future. A Convention Management 
Committee has been established that 
will be staffed by six experienced 
convention management personnel, 
plus the Society's own staff conven
tion manager. 

This new committee is charged with 
the responsibi lity for development of 
convention sites, the review and/or 
development of official bid packages, 
review of bid proposals, review of 
analysis of bids and accompanying 
documention, and subsequent.single
site submission to the Executive 
Committee for ratification by the Inter
national Board for each convention 
under consideration .. . 

In two separate actions, Frank 
Thorne Chapter membership dues 
were adjusted downward slightly to 
make them consistent with the rest of 
the Society. Further, the Board ap
proved the adoption of a procedure to 
eliminate the double International dues 
charged to dual members. 

Fordualmembersbelongingtomore 
than one chapter in the same district, 
those districts are urged to consider 
taking action to waive double district 
dues as well ... 

Attention, 
chapter 

secretaries 

CSD s~ctetary Gary Bob
bitt advises that the copy of 
your report that is annotated 
"District Vice President" at 
the bottom should be mailed 
to your Division Vice Presi
dent. His address will be 
found in the CSD Directory. 

The quartet selection process for 
International contests is in its first year 
of a two-year experiment. A motion to 
extend the chorus selection was tabl~Q . 
pending a thorough analysis of the 
current quartet selection process .. . 

The Southern Part of Africa Song
sters {SPATS) was accepted by the 
Board as the Society's newest ·Inter
national affiliate. Consisting presently 
of three groups totalling some 60 
members, SPATS gains the right to 
identify itself publicly as affiliated with 
SPEBSQSA, bound by a code of eth
ics . . . 

The Association of International 
Seniors Quartet Champions {AISQC) 
petitioned the International Board to 
permit the wearing of its members' 
medallions, to be suspended by a rib
bon {gray, of course) aboutthe neck, in 
a manner similar to the International 
medalist quartets. 

Although the medallions are quite 
distinctive and bear no resemblance to 
those of "junior" medalists, and al
though the request had the support of 
the Association of International Cham
pions {AIC), the seniors' plea was re
jected {by a single vote) . . . 

{Editor's Note - We found the 
above items in What's Shakin'? the 
official daily bulletin of the 1990 In
ternational Convention in San Fran
cisco, edited by Art Howell.) 

Reflections on 
San Francisco - 1990 

by Lud Elness 
Missouri Division V.P. 

I'm sitting on a United Airlines flight 
back to Kansas City after a wonderful 
week in San Francisco for our Interna
tional convention. It was a hectic week, 
but a very enjoyable one, and as usual 
the contest was great. 

As you probably know by now, the 
Masters of Harmony, from the Far 
Western District, directed by Greg 
Lyne, won the chorus competition, 
and the Acoustix, from the Dallas 
area. are our new quartet champions. 

Central States had a very re 
spectable crowd there to cheer on all 
of our representatives . Betty and I had 
our three quartets picked to finish 1-2-
3, but unfortunately the judges did not 
see it that way. We also had the Daniel 
Boone Chorus as the top finisher, but 
once again, the judges disagreed. 

Seriously, we should all be extremely 
proud of all of our entrants, and a 
special tip of the hat to the Gas House 
Gang for their sixth place finish. We're 
sorry the Stateline Celebration had 
to withdraw; they were thought of of
ten. 

Just getting to International is aw
fully hard, so the next time you see any 
of the men who competed , tell them 
how proud you are. 

Our International Champs, the Ru
ral Route 4, were again one of the 
most popular quartets there, and as 
usual, Calvin, Wiiiard, Jim, and Don 
were gentlemen from start to finish. 

All in all, it was great fun and nice to 
see people from around Central States 
and some of our friends from other 
districts whom we see only once a 
year. 

Hope to see a lot of you in Cedar 
Rapids this fall. 

\N lHE 5pOlUGHl 

You must be precise! 

{Editor's note: We found this article 
in the Plains Notes, the Hastings 
Chapter bulletin, edited by Ray Chag
non, who attributes authorship to Jay 
Glallombardo, baritone of our 1979 
Champions, Grandma's Boys, and 
cu rrent musical director of the North
brook, Illinois, Chapter.) 

The word "precision" has several 
meanings as applied to barbershop 
singing. There are many things in which 
we strive for precision. Singing with 
precision is the difference between a 
good performance and a great one. 

Vowels must be shaped with pre
cision. The lips should trumpet for
ward. The jaw should be opened or 
closed to the precise position. The 
tongue should form the vowel position 
precisely. When forming precise vow
els, thee aspects need to be memo
rized for each sound and then re
hearsed until refinement is achieved. 

Rhythmic precision is often the 
difference between winning a contest 
and coming in second or third. Many 
groups with lesser vocal abilities, even 
less vocal quality, win contests due to 
their energy, showmanship, and rhyth
mic precision. Why is this? Because 
even with perfect vowels, syllable con
nections, and vocal quality, it doesn't 
happen precisely together; there is no 
chord being sung. We end up with a 
cacophony of unbalanced three- and 
five-part chords that are usually out of 
tune as well. 

To sing with rhythmic precision takes 
concentration, preparation, and an
ticipation. That's "CPA" {clean preci -
sion always). It is obvious that knowing 
the vowels and syllabic connectors to 
a given song must come first . How can 
you sing with precision if you don't 
have at your command the nuts and 
bolts of the song, namely, the vowel 
and consonant sounds? Ultimately, the 
director must also provide clear and 
precise direction for you to be precise 
in your singing. It is a two-way street of 
precise communication. Let's strive 
together for the ultimate in precision 
singing! 

You're at it again! 

Please do not send corre
spondence for the Serenade to 
our printer. That will only delay 
action on your problem, since 
the printer must forward it to our 
editor, which is where you 
should have sent it in the first 
place. His address is in the box 
in the upper left-hand comer of 
page 2 of every issue of the 
Serenade. 

While we're on the subject, 
please do not send address 
changes to either our printer or 
our editor. Neither office main
tains a mailing list. Labels for 
the Serenade are prepared by 
the International Office and sent 
directly to our printer. So if you 
have moved, notify your chap
ter secretary, who will send a 
change-of-address card to the 
International Office. That way 
you'll continue to get your Ser
enade and your Harmonizer. 

Directory Changes 
by Bob Swenson 

CSD Directory Editor 

Well, it appears we're over the hump 
regarding changes to the directory! In 
fact, we have no typographical errors 
to report since the last edition of the 
Serenade! Apparently, you're getting 
so used to looking at these mistakes 
that they're no longer noticeable. 

We do have a new area counseforto 
report to you. In the Missouri division, 
on page 11, the new area counselorfor 
Boonville and Sedalia is Floyd Clark. 
Floyd lives at P.O. Box 111 ;-Sedalia, 
MO 65310. You can reach him by 
phone at (816) 826-0570. 

We'll continue to-make updates as. 
you let us know about them. However, 
we're getting close to beginning the 
process of next year's directory. If you • 
have any comments about the con
tent, organization, size, or any other 
aspect of the directory, we would 
appreciate your input. We'll try to put 
out the 1991 directory in a more timely 
f ashiqn. Just keep those cards and 
letters coming! 

Plateaus mandatory 
for district contests 

At its midwinter meeting, the In
ternational Board of Directors approved 
a revision of the Society's contest and 
judging rules making it mandatory for 
each district to adopt a plateau system 
for chorus contests. Article 2{d) of the 
chorus contest rules will state that. in 
each district, "there shall be an A, AA, 
and AAA plateau champion named 
each year." 

Districts will establish their own 
membership-level requirements for 
each plateau. The three plateaus are a 
minimum requirement; that is, a dis
trict may have more than three pla
teaus, but not less than three. 

-Update 

Tampa Midwinter 
new and improved 

Watch for information aboutthe 1991 
Midwinter Convention in the July/ 
August issue of The Harmonizer. Many 
new events have been added to the 
schedule, making this Midwinter much 
more enjoyable for the whole family. 

Besides, what could be better than 
Florida in January? You'll need a va
cation by then. 

AH-SOW plans 
cruise 

-Update 

The Ancient and Honorable Society 
of Woodshedders {AH-SOW) is plan
ning a seven-day Caribbean cruise 
next fall. The cruise will depart from 
Miami on Saturday, November 17, 
1990, and return the following Satur
day morning. 

On-board training in the art of wood
shedding will be provided by Earl 
Moon, Jack Baird, and Tobin 
Dvoretsky. Entertainment will be pro
vided by the Four Freshmen, a profes
sional quartet popular during the 
1950's. 

For information, contact Jim Stone, 
(318) 861 -7853. 

(Taken from Update, edited by Ray 
Heller.) · · •.J. u~ , 



Bulletin Brows_ing 

Congratulations to Jeff Veteto and his 
wife (sorry; we don't know her name) on 
the birth of their son, Austin Brice, on April 
26. Jeff is the editor of the Ozarkey, the 
bulletin of the Springfield Chapter. 

Here's a rarity - a Barbershopper who 
happens to be an honest-to-gosh barber 
-and a chapter bulletin editor to boot! His 
name is John Barrera, and he's also a 
brand new member of the Overland Park 
Chapter where he has taken on the job of 
editing the Overland Stage Company Line, 
replacing Fred Stephenson, who hung up 
his glue stick not too long ago. John has 
done a first rate job with his June issue. He 
lives at 2706 Madison, Kansas City, Mis
souri 64108. Put him on your mailing list, 
BE's, and welcome aboard, John. 

Some MVP's will go to any lengths to 
promote attendance at weekly chapter 
meetings and recruit new members. Gerry 
Wirth, of the Nebraska City chapter has 
promised a steak dinner at his home for all 
members who attended at least 75% of the 
meetings and performances during July 
and August. Those who don't make that 
figure will get beans, although there's a 
10% credit for bringing a new guest. And 
signing up a new member means the best 
T-bone in Gerry's freezer. 

According to President Roger Th
ompson, writing in John Shelton's Note 
Dispenser, February was busy, busy, busy 
for the Davenport Chordbusters. First, 
the Chordbuster Chorus, four of its 
·members and their wives were featured on 
the CBS TV show, "Sunday Morning," star
ring Charles Kuralt. Then the chorus and 
four chapter quartets were asked to do 
guest appearances on the Circa 21 Dinner 
Playhouse production of "Sugar Babes." 
The CBS interviewers also got the 
Chord busters good coverage in local print 
media. 

If you aren't already aware, you men of 
the St. Louis #1 Chapter will be interested 
in the fact that Joseph "Milt" Berghoefer 
has joined the Big Orange Chorus of 
Jacksonville, Florida, where he is Presi
dent of the Triad Marketing Corporation. 
The "Big O" .will represent the Sunshine 
District in San Francisco next summer . . 

We note that Editor Fred Stephenson 
has resigned effective with the publication 
of the April issue of the Overland Stage 
Company Une, the Overland Park Chap
ter bulletin. Hope they soon find another 
good man for the job. 

· The Singing Telegram, the Fort Dodge 
Chapter bulletin, edited by Terry Parker, 
contains the announcement that the Har
mony Brigade has been inducted into the 
Fort Dodge Dragoons, an organization in
volved primarily in serving as a promo
tional arm of the Fort Museum Harmony 
Brigade will collaborate with the Dragoons 
with the Dragoons in the production of the 
annual Fontier Days Celebration and other 
local activities. What an excellent way to 
become involved in the community! 

Here's a "good news/bad news" story. 
Brian Duster; writ ing for the Ametones 
Notes, the Ames Chapter bulletin, edited 
by Roy Warman, tells about spending the 
fall semester as a student at Bath Univer· 
sity in England where he sang with a stu
dent barbershop club called the "Alleybar
bers." The bad news is that Brian's aca
demic program, plus increased involve
ment in church activities, will curtail his in
volvement with the Ametones for a while. 

An article by Karl Koos, bass with the 4 
B's, recent veterans of the International 
Seniors Quartet Contest in Tucson, leaves 
us with a big question mark. Karl writes, 
"We had planned a scheduled countdown 
leading to our time slot of 1 :15 p.m. Satur
day, hoping to reach our peak perform
ance level on the contest stage. Unfortu
nately, a pickpocket threw our efforts out of 
phase, and we did not perform as well as 
we though we could have." But that's as 
much as Karl reveals about the incident. 
Can you tell us more, Karl? We found this 
in Gale Demaree's Tristate Chordstrian. 

But Karl does describe how the quartet 
sang for Betty Ann Cash, daughter of 
Society founder, 0 . C. cash, while pass
ing through the Dallas-Fort Worth airport. 
Later, an American Airlines employee ar
ranged for the performance to be played 
over the airport public address system. 
What a thrill that must have been! 

Editor Dave Stock turned out another 
fine "Special CSD Spring 1990 Convention 
Edition" of the OMAHArmonizer, the bulle
tin of the Omaha Chapter, host of the 
highly successful CSD spring convention 
last month. Devote·d almost entirely to the 
convention, the center pages featured a 
special section containing the complete 
weekend schedule, layouts of the head
quarters Red Lion Hotel, and a map of 
downtown Omaha. CSD Barbershoppers 
who took in the convention had a handy 
guide to help them with convention regis
tration, hotel reservations, and many other 
convention activities. Nice job, Dave! 

Editor Jeff Veteto reports in the Ozarkey 
on the results of the 1990 Sho-Me 
Statesmen Novice Quartet Contest, also 
know as the "Novies." Twelve quartets 
were on the program including one made 
up entirely of visitors called Peach Fuzz, 
that walked off with the "Best Named" and 
"Funniest" quartet awards. The Other Guys 
picked up the top three awards, "Best 
Sound, and "Best Audience Reaction," as 
well as "First Place- Overall." 

Congratulations to the men of the Black 
Hawk Metro Chapter of Waterloo on the 
reemergence of the Pride Piper, the BHM 
bulletin. And guess who's their new editor? 
Why, none other than the veteran himself 
and one of the best in the business, Mr. 
Jerry Easter. And here's something else 
about Jerry that we bet you don't know. 
For the past 23 years, he's been producing 
a series of stereo radio programs called 
"Close Harmony Time" that have aired on 
a variety of stations from coast to coast. 
Jerry has also produced 26 similar pro
grams used by our Society's International 
Office. These are the non-commercial 
"Harmony Hall" p rograms, also aired 
throughout the cou ntry. What a contribu
tion this man made to our hobby! 

The men of the Nebraska City Chapter 
are justly proud of their recent show, fea
turing the Dapper Dans of Disney World, 
which sold out two performances, with a 
bottom line of nearly $2,500. "Our show 
continues to be one of the highlights of the 
year in Nebraska City," said Hospttality 
Chairman Al Parson. Not bad for a chapter 
with only 29 members (as of 2-28-90). This 
came from the lncider, edited by Lloyd 
Wirth. 

Membership Begins -
(continued from page 9) 

love as much as you do. 
With fall on the way, each chapter 

should plan on organizing another 
membership drive so that our mem-

bership efforts can be capped with a 
gain for the first time in many years. 
There may be some special mailings 
about membership directed to you and 
if a national membership promotion 
week is announced, do your level best 
to bring a prospective member to your 
chapter. This national emphasis could 
result in a membership gain for our 
Society, but it' ll work only if every 
Barbershopper does his part . 

On another subject, Ron Rockwell, 
our International Manager of Member
ship and COTS, is going to be in the 
Central States District visiting several 
chapters during the week and hosting 
a Membership Seminar on Saturday, 
September 22, in Kansas City. Final 
details will be announc ed to member
ship vice presidents during August . 

This meeting, while membership 
oriented, will be beneficial to presi
dents, program vice presidents , 
membership vice presidents and any
one with an interest in making t heir 
chapter progra ms more interesting. 

Starting at 1 o o'clock in the morning, 
Ron will discuss membership ~ecruit
ment programs currently being offered 
by the Society and w ill present the 
Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania, Chapter 
program which has been quite suc
cessful for some chapters. We expect 
the seminar to be over around 4 o'clock 
in the afternoon. 

We suggest you begin planning now 
for this event. Nominating committees 
should make every effort to assure 
that their membership vice president 
nominee is in attendance. it will be a 
day well spent. 

As they say in the commercial, thank 
you for your support . 

Gas House Gang -
(continued from page 1) 

Our other CSD representative did 
not fare as well in San Francisco. The 
four-chapter, two-state Missouri Val· 
ley Music Company finished in 27th 
place , despite "A" sound scores. 
However, that was up from 35th place 
in the 1989 contest in Kansas City. 

Just 16 points behind the MVMC in 
San Francisco was Newton's Main 
Street Station, in 37th place, after a 
36th-place finish a year ago in Kansas 

The Heart of American Cho
rus of Kansas City is now on audio 
tape? Includes chorus and chapter 
quartets. For your copy, contact 
Dick Sutton, 1100 Knox, Blue 
Springs, MO 64015, (816) 229-
1901 . $8.50 (includes posage). 

Open Letter -
(continued from page 1) 

love. "See how they applaud. They 
must enjoy it." A tenuous excuse, at 
best. 

I am at raid that too many performers 
of nonbarbershop music are simply 
indulging their own needs and the 
desire to show off certain voices in the 
quartet, or to provide the arranger (often 
a quartet member) with an opportunity 
to display his too often feeble attempts 
at arranging. 

Usually., t hese performances do 
nothing more than convince the audi
ence that the pertormers do not know 
what barbershop music is, or do they 
care whether it is barbershop or not. If 
they do know the difference, they 
express a grave lack of concern fort he 
musical intelligence of their audience 
(who in many c ases, paid a lot of 
money to attend the convention or 
show). Such crass indifference! Such 
contempt! What disdain and insensi
tivity! QUARTETS! Isn't it ti me to stand 
up and be counted as a believer in the 
ability of barbershop music to enter
tain and to satisfy? 

If barbershop music dies, ceases to 
exist, or fades from view, it w ill be the 
quartets who have killed it - not the 
audiences, not the judges, not the 
people who attend conventions and 
purchase tickets. No, it will be the 
uncaring, uneducated, and foolish 
quartets who deliver the final coup de 
grace to an American art form. Wake 
up before it's too late! 

(Editor' s note: We found this item 
in the w inter 1989-90 edition of Quar
tet Newsletter, edited by Jim casey.) 

/989 N pbns 

STATELINE 
I * \ 

r * **' CE,EBRA7N 
Barbershop Quartet 

KENT MADISON · Tenor 

BILL HANSEN · Lead 

DENNIS HAGEN · Baritone 

*BILL TREES · Bass 

"CONTACT 927 N 12rh Srreer 
farherville. IA 513J4 
17121 362-JIJI 
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Red Lion Inn/Omaha 
Omaha, Nebraska 

November 17 and ·1 s, 1990 
Plan Now to Attend 

Bits "n" Pieces 
A Different Kind of Barbershop Quartet 

Sounds abound, Best Comedy In Town 
Kearney Nebraska 
"You gotta see em" 

• WGN Radio- Mike Ditka's 
"Funny Group of Guys 

• Kiwanis International 
"Fantastic Video Tape!" 

Kenosha Sweet Adellnes 
"They stole the show!" 

• Over 60 Shows 
in 8 States 

• 60,000 people went 
away laughing 

• Illinois District 
top five 

BARBERSHOP QUARTET 

FRANK BOB Al 
KOZLOWSKI GREINER ROEHRIG 

TENOR BASS BARI 

CONTACT 
JOHNS. PLAZEK 
3239 W. GREEN AVE. 
MILWAUKEE, WI 53221 
(414) 281 -2552 

DAVE ALLEN 
DILLARD DUERKSEN 

GREG YARNELL 

Contact: Jack Windsor 
Phone: 708-851-0826 H 

708-218~6334 B 

Par STEVE PARNELL 

Excellence A 
Barbershop Quartet ~1, Wayne County Michigan 

Wow" What a great bunch of guys! 
Liti•e Rock Arkansas 

· 1 laughed the Whole sho1v' 

IF YOUR AUDIENCE DOESN'T LAUGH, YOU DON'T PAY OUR FEE 

Daryl Johanson 
Clyde Stant 

2 031 PARKVIEW 

FREMON T . NEBRASKA 68025 

402-7 2 t · 3689 

Ron Wallace 
Paul King t Bubonho~ H"mooy ... 

I tiringflel{j Mt1li'c<1 
... w ith a Touch of Fun 

Paul King 
417-866-5091 (Bus.) 

417-883-1043 (Home) 

16612 Ala Moana Cr. 
Omaha. NE 68128 

JONELUS 

9 17 E. Maple"Vood St. 
Springfield, MO 

65807-5365 

1-402-339-5419 

e . • . • . • . e , G . • · A , . 1 .. c 

(ON TACT Or H.,t<h• I Strovd, 36.oo Drury ln . T~o. Ko 6660<. 9131272~ 

3800 Rto Grande Circle. Valley Center. KS 671 4 7 (316) 755-2136 

CONTACT: 
Ray Meister - 402-727-1829 
S. William - Fremont. NE 68025 

GENE KELLERMEYER CHUCK BOWMAN 

A BARBERS HOP QUARTET 
'RR. 4, BOX 257 

JOHN STOCKSTU 

ROGERSVILLE, MO 65742 
(417) ~2555 (HJ 
(417) 831·8538 (W) ·...:FF VETETO 

Rural Route 4 Barbershop Quartet 
Calvin Yoder. Lead 
Willard Yoder. Bass 
Jim Bagby, Baritone 

Don Kahl Tenor 

1986 INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONS 
CALVIN YODER JIM BAGBY 
R.R. 2 Box 31 7 871 4 E. 57th Terrace 
Garden City, MO 64747 (or) Kansas City, MO 64129 
Phone (816) 862·8343 Phone (816) 737-0308 

John Hayden 

Joseph Caulkins 

Dennis S1aud1 
RR 1, Box 43AR 
M:irble Roel<. IA 50653 
(515) 397-2729 

Dennis S1audt 

Joel Sult 

Barbershop Harmony wilh 
a Touch of Jazz 

Conlact 
David W. Krause ~ 

~-G) 

Ai)8pLeiAl') 
Lrc?OUCfl 

7319 NW Eas1s1de Dnve 
Kansas City. MO 64152 
f~ 16) 587-1:)15_ 

RICK 
DAVE 

MATT 
LARRY 

KEN GABLER • BYRON MYERS • STAN GROSSMAN 

BARBERSHOP HARMONY 
At Its 

Rough-and-Tumble Best 

Joe•Rich•Rob•Jim 
Ru ..... t<Nu .M, . 5 5..,..., C -.Mn \ { . Sr c~•--1..ts MO 63303 . ()' 4 ) 925 I 925 

It' L.rry • Tenor 
,,,.: 1.--Lead 

]## - Bari 
~-:e.. 
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