
"Tasting the 
Holy Essence" 

by Jim Bagby 
Kansas City Chapter 

Final installment 

And we're talking about obligation. 
How about this one: quartets have an 
obligation, when they appear in public, 
to perform as well as they can. Well, 
what the heck does that mean? 

There are no absolutes provided at 
the chapter, district or International 
level that say, "This is when a quartet 
is ready to sing in public. "We hope that 
a quartet will be smart enough to rec
ognize its own Ii mitations. But the reality 
is that it's pretty tough for four guys 
who have four ties alike and have been 
practicing for a few weeks to turn down 
the first opportunity to get before an 
audience. 

I'm speaking from experience again, 
rather than pointing a finger, thinking 
back to some of those groups whose 
tapes I didn't want to play for you. 
Quartets don't intentionally go out to 
violate the Society canon about forc
ing ourselves on unsympathetic ears. 
But when we are new or inexperi
enced, we don't always have a real 
objective view of how ready we are for 
the world. 

If this were only a matter of a quar
tet occasionally embarrassing itself, or 
poor performance just being part of the 
learning process, it wouldn't be worth 
mentioning here. But the grim fact is 
that quartets who sing badly in public 
- or at least before they are ready -
have at least two major negative im
pacts. First, they discourage others 
who might have been inclined to visit 
your chapter. No guests, no Society 
growth. Coaches always tell quartets 
that in any performance, you only get 
one chance to make a first impression. 

Second and most important, bad 
singing or bad jokes will disoourage 
folks from attending the annual show, 
which is the lifeblood of roost of our 
chapters. "Hey, wanna buy a ticket to 
our show?" "No thanks, I've heard 
barbershopping before." 

There's no easy answer to this, other 
than a common sense approach. De
termining when a quartet is ready to 
perform is pretty subjective. But with 
the technology available today, includ
ing good quality cassette and video 
recorders, most quartets should be 
able to monitortheirprogress. Chapter _ 
music leaders need to offer coaching 
and tactful but honest evaluation and 
encouragement. Quartets, your family 
members will provide a pretty honest 
reaction to your act as you progress. 

Some chapters do audition quartets 
before they are allowed to represent 
them in public performance. Perhaps 
we need to establish stricter Society
wide guidelines on when a quartet can 
go public, although enforcement would 
be difficult. Certainly we must make 
quartets aware that for the person who 
has never heard any barbershop sing
ing but yours, you are the Society. 

Before we finish, I'd like to share one 
more letter with you. It reminds me of 
one more important thing we as quar
tets can do to ensure our Society's 
future . And that is simply to sing with 
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Maxine's Lounge is Of'e of S"'veral l\meoitif'~ to be enjoyetj by CSD Barbershoppers and their families at the Red Lion Hotel, the headquarters hotel 
for the 1992 CSO spring convention in Omaha. 

All CSD roads lead to Omaha for 
spring convention on April 10-12 

April is fast approaching! CSD 
Conventions Chairman Steve Trusty 
has furnished your chapter president 
with a packet of materials that includes 
convention registration and housing 
reservation request forms. These forms 
should be completed and returned to 
Steve as soon as possible. If your 
chapter has not yet begun making 
plans for another great convention in 
Omaha, get your chapter officers 
moving! Don't miss this opportunity to 
spend a weekend with some of the 
most dedicated Barbershoppers in the 
Society! 

As always, there will be something 
for everyone in Omaha. On Friday 
evening, April 10, there will be the 
semifinals of the International Quartet 
Prelims and the Kansas Division 
Quartet Contest which will be held 
concurrently. 

Thirty minutes after the completion 
of this contest, a "Very Large Quartet" 
(VLQ} contest will begin in the Ball
room of the Red Lion Inn. Every chap
ter should have one or more represen
tatives in this contest. A registration 
form has been provided elsewhere in 
this issue of the Serenade. 

Two prizes will be awarded for the 
VLQ contest - one for the VLQ 
champs, as determined by a panel of 
judges, and the "People's Choice" 
award, as determined by the audi
ence. Everyone will receive a ballot, so 
make sure your chapter members are 
there to help support your chapter's 
entry with their applause and their 
votes. 

On Saturday morning, April 11 , a 
special collegiate Quartet Contest is 
planned to select our district's repre
sentative for the International contest 
in New Orleans. See the article by Les 
Weber in the January/February edi
tion of the Serenade. 

At 1 O o'clock on Saturday morning, 
April 11 , the CSD House of Delegates 
will meet. Make sure your chapter's 
delegate will be irrattendance. 

On Saturday afternoon, April 11 , 
beginning at 1 o'clock, there will be a 
"three-in--0ne" chorus contest. Any CSD 
chapter with 39 or fewer members as 
of December 31 , 1991, is eligible to 
enter a chorus and compete for the 
Plateau "A" District Chorus Champi
onship. All Kansas Division choruses 
are eligible to compete for the Kansas 

Division chorus championship. And all 
other choruses, regardless of size, may 
compete for the opportunity to be 
judged and to receive the critique from 
the Analysis and Recommendations 
Session. 

On Saturday evening, April 11 , the 
top 10 quartets will compete in the 
finals for the right to represent our 
district in the International contest in 
New Orlearis in July. Following that 
event, there will be an afterglowfe.atur
ing the top 1 O quartets and some other 
surprises. 

CSD Barbershoppers and their 
fami lies may register as a group or as 
individuals, but it's important that you 
act NOW! 

CORRECTION 

The convention information 
pack sent to chapter presidents 
indicated that there would be a 
seniors quartet contest during the 
CSD spring convention in Omaha. 
THIS INFORMATION IS INCOR
RECT. The seniors quartet con
test will be held during the CSD fall 
convention, also in Omaha. Watch 
your Serenade for details. 

Soclett1 for the ,,reservation and 1:ncouragement of1Jarber Shop Quartet Singing In America. 1nc. 
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From the Serenade -
Twenty Years Ago -

March, 1972 

Don't know exactly why, but it ap
pears from what we're able to glean 
from back issues of the Serenade that 
International Field Representative 
Chet Fox - now deceased but at one 
time a member of the Topeka Chapter 
- was assigned by the International 
Office from August 30, 1971 to April 
30, 1972, as a full-time field represen
tative inthe Central States District. We 
believe he was to work with existing 
chapters, but he was apparently quite 
active in the chartering of new. chap
ters during this period. 

According to then CSD President 
Bill McLatchle (deceased), Chet was 
instrumental in the licensing or char
tering of chapters in Atlantic, Council 
Bluffs, and Sioux City iQ Iowa; Jeffer
son City, Springfield, and Harrisonville 
in Missouri ; and Kearney, Grand Is
land, and Fremont in Nebraska. Bill 
hints at but doesn't identify a tenth 
potential chapter that could have be
come a reality prior to Chet's depar
ture. 

Can anyone shed additionaflight on 
his subject? 

The Central States District won the 
International Achievement Contest for 
1971 . The announcement was made 
at the Mid-Winter Convention in San 
Diego by Executive Director Barrie 
Best, and the award was accepted by 
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CSD International Board Member 
Merrill Aitchison. 

A whole host of Cody Choraliers 
arid their ladies turned out for the Leav
enworth Chapter's first installation and 
awards banQuet in the Hotel Codv's 
Centennial room on January 18. Area 
Counselor Lance Heilmann of Law
rence installed Dr. Adolph Mueller as 
president, Floyd Parson as Ad
ministrative (now Membership) Vice 
President, Tom Ortowskl as Program 
Vice President, Charlie Pierce as 
Secretary, and Chet Morris as Treas
urer. 

Thirty Years Ago -
March 1962 

Serenade Editor Stew Vaughn tells 
of great plans afoot back in October 
and November for ABC-TV to tape an 
hour-long special starring the Dun
dalk (Maryland) and Berkley (Califor
nia) choruses, plus the Sun Tones, 
the Bay Town Four, the Four Ras
cals, and the Town and Country Four. 
The tape was made in Baltimore and 
was ready for circulation to ABC-TV 
outlets throughout the country. It was 
to have been a wonderful shot in the 
arm for our Society. .. 

But alas. it was a beautiful bubble 
that burst. According to Stew, "Some 
TV engineer in the great somewhere 
pushed the wrong button and erased 
the entire tape. At least we hope he's 
in the great somewhere; he has 'no 
place in a TV control booth." 

New chapters were chartered in 
Forest City, Iowa, on January 27, 
sponsored by Mason City, and in 
Bethany, Missouri, on March 30 (we 
seem to recall that St. Joseph was the 
sponsorinthiscase.) ~he Merry Mugs 
of Kansas City, only a little over a year 
old, headlined the Bethany charter 
show, along with the Hawkeye Four 
from Des Moines. 

From the Edge -

by Wade Dexter 
Editor, the Serenade 

Hope you've all had the change to 
read Jim Bagby's keynote speech. 
"Tasting the Holy Essence," delivered 
at last summer's Harmony College in 
St. Joe. The last of three installments 
appears elsewhere in this issue of the 
Serenade. We've had requests for 
extra copies, and at least one chapter 
bulletin editor has been granted per
mission to reprint the entire speech in 
his local newsletter. So it's obvious 
that Jim's arguments in favor of quar
tetting for all Barbershoppers have 
struck a positive response in a lot of 
guys. 

In the first installment, Jim suggests 
a number of ways to get guys started in 
quartetting. One of these is to watch 
the guys who are standing "on the 
fringes"while the "hot shots" are teach
ing tags. Jim submits that these fel
lows would probably pay an extra 
month's dues just to be invited to sing 
along. 

Let me tell you of an experience I 
had a few months back. Last year, out 
Quartet Promotion Chairman, Mark 
Fortino, who sings the lead with the 
Sound Impression, implemented a 
program he called "Sing with a Regis
tered Quartet," wt1ich ottered an op
portunity for any HOA member so 
inclined to sing before the chapter 
membership with one of HOA 's 1 O 
registered quartets. 

Well, I used to sing with a pretty fair 
quartet called the Joe Town Four, out 
of the St. Joseph Chapter. Our most 
memorable accomplishment (to me) 
was our seventh-place finish in the 
1966 fall contest in Topeka. Shortly 
after that , our lead, Dick Pinkerton, 
moved to southeastern Missouri , and 
that was my last effort with a registered 
foursome. 

In the past 25 years, quartets in 
general have improved significantly, 

whije I've gotten older and the pipes 
rustier. But when Mark announced his 
program. that old spark burst into flame 
once again, and I resolved to get myself 
in shape to do a passable job with one 
of our fine HOA quartets. 

I didn't have quite the nerve to go 
with the Rural Route 4, so I picked 
Special Touch , our 1984 CSD 
champs. On one of our HOA audio 
tapes, they sing a song called (I think) 
.'There's a Rose on Your Cheek," a 
ballad, which makes it slower and, I 
thought, a little less complicated to 
sing. 

I must have played that tape on my 
car stereo a hundred times, with the 
bass turned way up, singing along with 
it until I had words and music cold and 
my voice back to where it was about as 
good as it was ever going to get. 

The fateful night arrived, and I found 
myself in front of 75 or 80 guys, stand
ing with Rick, David, and Matt, with 
Keith sitting about five feet away in the 
front row where he could watch my 
every move. Talk about intimidating! 

Well, sir, I was able to control to 
some extent the butterflies in my stom
ach, and with the exception of one 
slight f lub on a middle "C" that was 
about at the top of my limited range, I 
thought I did a pretty good job, with a 
lot of help from the other three guys. 

My point is that by putting aside my 
misgivings and making the move to 
sing with a good quartet, my faith in my 
1imited singing ability was somewhat 
restored to the point where, if I were 25 
years younger, I might welcome the 
opportunity to do a little serious quar
tetting. 

Why don't you try it? Who knows, it 
might start you down the road to greater 
enjoyment and satisfaction from your 
barbershopping hobby. 

From the Mailbox 

Here's a photo of the original Classic Collection (see Fred Teller's letter below) as they accepted 
theirthird-place medals at the CSD fall contest in St Louis in 1974. Left to right: Joe Heltne (baritone). 
Terry Heltne (bass), Larry Wilson (lead), and Curt Hutchinson (tenor). 

Dear Wade: 
The January/February issue of the 

Serenade was scarcely out of the 
postman's bag when my phone started 
to ring. We're all proud of our current 
district champs. the Saint City Sing
ers. They're fine singers and great 
gentlemen. 

But no, Byron and Bemo are not 
the first father/son combo to be part of 
a CSD champion quartet. 

In 1975, a fine quartet from my own 
chapter, the Hastings Chorus of the 
Plains, won the title. You remember 
now, don't you, the Classic Collec
tion, with Joe Heltne singing baritone 
and son Terry the bass? Curt 
Hutchison sang tenor and· Larry 
Wilson, lead. 

Yes, that's the same Classic 
Collection that, when Joe became 
ill, enticed George Davidson to sing 
baritone and went on to win the Rocky 
Mountain District championship and, 
in 1982, became International quartet 
champions. 

The Chorus of the Plains takes 
great pride in all their accomplishments. 

In harmony, 
Fred Teller 

Immediate Past President 
Central States District 

Deadline 
May/June Serenade 

April 17 



One hundred six Barbershoppers representing all eight of the South Dakota chapters took part in 
the 1992 running of the South Dakota Division Chorus Festival in Aberdeen on January 25. The 
highlight of the event was the Saturday evening show, headlined by the Cascade Connection from 
the Evergreen District, which featured a mass chorus of all participants directed by Mel Knight and 
Jim DeBusman of the International Office. Photo provided by Norm Grosz. 

South Dakota Chorus Festival 
Proves Fun and Fruitful 

by E. Terry Rolsum 
Sioux Falls Chapter 

The time was 6:05 p.m. on Satur
day, January 25. 1 had just pulled out of 
the driveway with the "Omaha Cruiser," 
only this time it was heading for Aber
deen, South Dakota. My name is 
Erle, and I am acting director for the 
Sioux Emperlans Chorus. My closer 
friends call me "Terry." 

It was your normal winter day with 
heavy, overcast skies and a rather 
chilly temperature. Once we got on the 
road and headed north, it began to get 
light, and we could see there was life 
around us. If you have ever traveled 
north on 1-29 you know things are 
pretty boring until you get past Water
town, and then they get more boring. 

We arrived at the Johnson Fine Arts 
Center in Aberdeen at around 10:35 
a.m. The mini-COTS sessions were in 
full swing so we (Gordy, Ron, 
Mark, and I) registered and helped 
ourselves to juice, coffee, and cook
ies. 

We found out later on that Barber
shoppers had registered for the cho
rus festival representing chapters from 
Aberdeen, Milbank, Watertown, 
Huron, Brookings, Sioux Falls , 
Mitchell, and Viborg . Quartets were 
being coached by Mel Knight, J im 
DeBusman, Reid Stewart and Jerry 
Harrison. 

Since we were late, we sang last 
much to the dismay of Ron (our bass) 
as he watched the entourage head for 
the cafeteria on the campus of North
ern State University. You have to 
understand that Ron has a built-in 
tapeworm, hegetsawfulrestlesswhen 
others eat. 

Despite this, we sang "The Whiff
enpoof Song" to Mel, Jim, Reed, and 
a handful of people. In 1 O minutes, 
these guys (who by the way are all 
judges) had us singing like we never 
sang before. They were helpful, kind , 
courteous, and very encouraging. All I 
can say is what a difference it made. 

After lunch, we reconvened and 
activities for the remaining afternoon 
and evening were discussed. The 
remainder of the afternoon was spent 
with choruses from their respective 

towns singing under the watchful eyes 
and ears of our special guests. 

Let me just say as a director (sort of) 
because I've only been waving my 
arms for six months. I felt more com
fortable and had more confidence than 
I ever thought possible. Why? Because 
a guy by the name of De Busman took 
me aside and gave me some sound 
advice. I found out that not only does 
the director have responsibilities but 
so do the chorus members. There also 
was the traditional mass chorus re
hearsal handled smoothly and effi-
ciently by Jim and Mel. . 

As evening drew near, our group 
called the Vocal Adjustment, went 
downtown to eat and relax. Or was it 
the other way around? Anyway, as we 
drove down the main drag we looked 
up, and to our amazement, there was 
a huge banner stretched across the 
street promoting the evening of bar
bershop harmony. The Dakota Herl· 
tage Chorus had done its homework 
well. 

When we arrived at the Johnson 
Fine Arts Center, our original parking 
space was non-existent. There were 
cars all over the place, so we parked 
on a side street and made our way to 
our dressing room. The crowd was 
spectacular (some 800-plus) and the 
guest quartet, the Cascade Con
nection wasn't to be outdone. 

After 1 O quartets sang and 9 cho
ruses performed, the hour grew late . 
The mass chorus of over 100 voices 
did a noble job on "When There's Love 
at Horne" and "Sugar Cane Jubilee." 
The MCing chores were handled by 
Norm Grosz, South Dakota Division 
VP, who did an outstanding job. 

Was the 21 hours-plus worth it? 
Why would anyone want to leave be
fore daylight on Saturday and come 
home Sunday morning? Our response 
is - why not? Guys, these opportuni
ties come seldom, and where else can 
you see fellow Barbershoppers united 
in an effort to improve and spread the 
word that this hobby is indeed alive 
and doing well. If you have an opportu
nity to attend a Chorus Festival or start 
one - you 'll never be sorry. 

One thing became obvious to yours 
truly. God has given each of us special 
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talents and we must learn both our that really made sense and its some-
limitations as well as our expectations. thing you can take home with you -
Don't ever be afraid to share the gift of "Music on paper is nothing until you do 
your voice with others. something with it!" 

In closing, Mel Knlg ht said one thing 

Logopedics Raffle 

Any CSD chapter or quartet wishing to donate an item for 
a Logopedics Raffle at the CSD Spring Convention is invited 
to do so. Space will be provided in the Hospitality Room for 
your prize and a container for the tickets. 

Tickets will be sold at one dollar apiece. The purchaser 
can purchase as many tickets as he/she wants and deposit 
the tickets in any container he/she wishes. 

The funds will be given to Logopedics in the name of the 
prize donor, in direct relation to the number of t ickets in that 
container. 

To aid in the promotion of th is worthwhile cause, it will be 
helpful if you will notify us in advance with the information 
about your prize. To be published in our special edition of the 
OMAHArmonizer, the information must be received by 
February 25. 

Please send this information to : Steve Trusty, 12 Rolling 
Hills, Council Bluffs, IA 51503. 

Vigortones finish in fourth place 
in International Seniors Quartet Contest 

By Rogerlusk 
Kansas Division V.P. 

Temperatures in the 80's greeted 
the participants in the Society's Mid
Winter Convention in Long Beach, 
California, during the week of January 
27 to February 2. 

The Friday night, January 31 , show 
lead off with a performance by the host 
chapters' International City Chorus, 
followed by the Old Kids on the Block, 
1991 International Seniors Champi
ons, and the 139th Street Quartet 
with their new lead, Dan Jordan, for
merly with the New Tradition. 

Lloyd Steinkamp then directed the 
Sun Harbor Chorus of San Diego, 
fifth-place International medalists last 
year. The Naturals closed out the 
evening, featuring the new baritone, 
Jay Hawkins, former bass with the 
Interstate Rivals. 

On Saturday afternoon, 24 quartets, 
including three from the Central States 
District, competed in the 1992 Interna
tional Seniors Quartet Contest. The 
new champion is One More Time from 
the Rocky Mountain District. 

The Vlgortones of Cedar Rapids 
provided the best sh<;>wing of the CSD 
trio with a strong fourth-place finish. 
Quartet members are Dean Kruse 

(tenor), Ken Vogel (lead), Richard 
Kruse (baritone), and Bob Nance 
(bass). The Vigortones were CSD 
champions in 1961 . 

A Wichita foursome, the Do Dah 
Daddies, finished in 17th place, with 
Stanley Billingsley (tenor) , Roger 
Lusk (lead). Garth Van Pelt (bari
tone) , and Jerry McCay (bass). 

And a quartet from Kansas City, the 
Crosstown Four, wound up in 20th 
place with Dale Neuman (tenor), Ed 
Sundermeyer (lead), Ron Abel (bari-

. . 

tone), and Fred Whisman (bass). 
Our 1992 International President 

Terry Aramlan MCed the Saturday 
night show, which was opened by the 
Masters of Harmony, 1990 Interna
tional chorus champions, directed by 
Greg Lyne. The 1992 Seniors Quartet 
Champions appeared next, followed 
by an outstanding performance by 
CSD's own Gas House Gang. The 
boys from St. Charles earned the only 
standing ovation of the entire conven
tion. Next was the 1992 silver medalist, 
Keepsake, with our champions for 
1991 , the Ritz, winding up the show. 

We had a great time and feel that the 
host chapters did a superb job in put
ting on this convention. Also, it could 
be that we heard the top four contend
ers for the 1992 quartet title . 

The Vlgortones of Cedar Rapids, CSD champions in 1961, finished in fourth plaoe in the 1992 
International Seniors Contest in Long Beach, California, on February 1. Left to right: Richard Kruse 
(baritone). Bob Nance (bass). Ken Vogel (lead), and Dean Kruse (tenor). 
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SPEBSQSA and music educators agree on 
policy regarding involvement of high school 
students in barbershop harmony 

by Dale Schulz 
CSD President 

Sue and I just returned from Long 
Beach and the Mid-Winter Conven
tion. I want all of you to know what an 
honor it was for me to represent Cen
tral States at the Presidents' Forum 
and the Convention. 

The Presidents' Forum was held on 
Thursday, January 30 and was very 
resourceful. We discussed and shared 
many new ideas with each other. some 
of which were presented at the Inter
national board meeting. I find it very 
educational to share these thoughts 
and ideas with the other district presi
dents. 

The Central States District had three 
quartets representing us inthe Senior's 
Contest. I would like to congratulate 
the Do Dah Daddies, the Crosstown 
Four, and the Vlgortones. The 
contest was very good and the caliber 
of all participants was excellent. 

We also had the privilege of at
tending both the Friday and Saturday 
night shows. The Saturday night show 
featured the 1991 International Cho
rus Champions, the Masters of Har
mony, under the direction of Greg 
Lyne. 

Also on the show were the 1991 
International Champion quartet, the 
Ritz, the silver medalists, Keepsake, 
and the bronze medalist, our own Gas 
House Gang. I am very happy to say, 
and that these are not only my feel
ings, "The Gangi" stole the show to a 
standing ovation. They were the talk of 
the convention. 

I would like to give a brief synopsis of 
what I thought was to be the BIG 
NEWS of the convention. Greg 
Elam presented to the Presidents' 
Forum as well as the IBM's his report 
on the joint meeting of SPEBSQSA/ 
Music Educators National Conference 
held in Washington, D.C. on Sunday, 
January 26. 

A new policy agreement relaxes 
some earlier restraints on affiliation or 
recruitment of high school singers. I 
would like to quote; "MENC and 
SPEBSQSA share a joint interest in 
the involvement of young men in the 
joys of vocal music. Because barber
shop harmony can be a lifelong com
mitment. it is reasonable that some 
high school students may wish to join 
a local barbershop chapter. This can 
be an enhancement to the musical 
development of the student, but should 

not be at the expense of his commit
ment to the local school music pro
gram. It is every bit as important for the 
barbershop chapter to support the 
music program in the schools." 

I know that we will be receiving much 
more data at the chapter level within 
the near future. 

Bill Rashlelgh, International YMIH 
Coordinator, presented a new job 
description for district YMIH chairmen 
along with qualificati~ns . Bill has re
quested, in a letter received today. that 
district YMIH chairmen attend a train
ing session from July 31 through August 
2. I know how important this would be 
so thatthe district YM I H chairman might 
be of greater assistance to the district 
and at the chapter level. 

I have a real firm belief that the fu
ture lies with the youth of today. The 
BIG NEWS and the new YMIH job 
description and qualifications are a 
tremendous step in the right direction. 

Memory Joggers 

•We talked in the last issue about 
having at least 60% attendance at the 
delegates meetings. Central States 
District has a very low percentage in 
comparison to some other districts. 
Why not send your delegate. or a 
representatiive if he is not available, to 
Omaha to attend the delegate meeting 
on Saturday morning, April 12? This is 
a legitimate chapter expense and is an 
excellent way to keep your chapter 
informed as well as voicing your opin
ion and voting on the issues presented. 

•DYNAMO: I had the opportunity 
last fall at COTS School to speak to the 
presidents' class. Some of the chapter 
presidents were seeking information 
on the DYNAMO program. I stated 
that we should probably bring out the 
original letter again and agreed to do 
so. International has agreed that this 
would be done, so for you Presidents 
here is what you have been waiting for. 
NOTE: The January Update has all 
the information along with a list of 
coordinators and a request form. I 
would appreciate it if you would read 
this, and if you have interest. please 
contact Winston Rashlelgh. One of 
our goals this year was to have at least 
one DYNAMO program in each divi
sion. We have at least two division 
covered with four to go. 

•TEAM EFFORT: Your district offi
cers are committed to a team effort in 
every way. If you need assistance with 
any of your programs. don't hesitate to 
contact any of us or your area coun
selor. WE N EEO TO BE A TEAM. 

•1992 INTERNATIONAL PRESI
DENTS MO TIO: "DISCOVER A NEW 
WORLD." I believe, as does Terry 
Aramlan, that we must discover new 
ways in orderforour Society to grow in 
all ways. 

WE need you . .. WE NEED you . . . 
WE NEED YOU. 

HELP YOUR DISTRICT BY BEING 
IN ATTENDANCE AT THE SPRING 
CONVENTION IN OMAHA, APRIL 10-
12, AND PLEASE SEND YOUR DELE
GATE. 

Membership begins with - all of us 
by Bob Swenson 

CSD Director of Membership 
Development 

Where We Are Going 

It is no surprise to those of you who 
have been reading this article for sev
eral months to learn that our member
ship is declining both here in the Cen
tral States District and on the Interna
tional scene. ·Membership decline is a 
fact of life we've had to deal with but 
aren't necessarily proud of. We cer
tainly aren't satisfied with this decline 
and are continually looking for new 
ways to improve membership recruit
ment and retention. 

As your director of membership 
development. I will try to be the head 
cheerleader as we try to build our 
membership totals during 1992. 
President Dale Schultz has set a goal 
of 66 new members for 1992. Since 
our membership was 2,481 happy 
Barbershoppers at the end of 1991, 
these additional 66 Barbershoppers 
will bring us to 2,547. This represents 
a 2.5 percent increase in membership. 
More importantly, it represents a goal 
of every chapter in our district gaining 
just one new member during this year. 

Now that goal doesn't seem to be 
too hard to make, does it? But a look at 
what we did last year makes it a little 
more challenging! 

In 1991 -

Would you believe that only 25 
chapteirs increased their membership 
during 1991? Heading tl;lis list is the 
Lincoln chapter which gained 16 
members, obviously because of an 
excellent program. Second place in 
the membership gain category for 1991 
was shared by Des Moines and Wa
tertown with 12 members each. We 
also had a tie for fourth place in the 
membership gain standings with St. 
Charles and Liberal each gaining 1 O 
new members. 

Other chapters that gained mem
bers du ring 1991 were Cedar Rapids, 
Algona, Denison, Fort Dodge, Shel-

don, Manhattan, Leavenworth, 
Hutchinson, Sallna, Joplin, Kansas 
City, Franklln County, Florissant 
Valley, St. Louis Suburban, Lexing
ton, Papillion, Fremont, Kearney, 
Aberdeen, and Mitchell. 

Six of our chapters held their own as 
far as membership numbers are con
cerned during 1991 . We salute 
Ottumwa, Davenport, Storm Lake, 
Beloit, Dodge City, and Milbank for 
not having shrunk in chapter size dur
ing 1991 ! 

u you chapter isn't listed in the above 
categories. it lost members during 
1991 . Thirty-five of our chapters. more 
than half, lost members, erasing the 
gain posted by our honor-roll chapters 
listed above. 

What Are We Doing -

We are continually trying new things, 
and this year is no exception. Besides 
the presidential goal described above. 
the membership vice presidents are 
receiving mailings about materials to 
use and projects that will help them 
recruit. 

We also are keeping a membership 
score sheet listing each chapter and 
its activities in membership recruitment 
·and retention. We are gathering this 
information from activity reports and 
newsletters, word of mouth, and any 
other way possible. We will try to have 
district people available for member
ship campaigns if they are requested. 

Besides the membership material 
sent to your DMD. the district has 
some video tapes that are available for 
loan for chapter recruitment events. 

. " Anyone interested in using one of these 
tapes should contact your DMD. 

And Finally -

We will try to encourage you as 
much as possible to bring that new 
man down to what will be a great 
evening of fun and fellowship. If there 
is anything we can do to aid your 
membership successes, don't hesi
tate to sing out. 

A word from our past president -
by Fred Teller 

Immediate Past CSD President 

As we "discover a New World" of 
barbershopping, our district has new 
leadership. 

I cannot think of anyone better quali
fied than Date Schulz to take us into 
this new era. As a long-time Barber
shopper. a quartet man, a chorus singer 
and director, and an _enthusiastic 
administrative leader. Dale has all the 
tools necessary. My congratulations 
to Dale, and I join all my fellow CSD 
Barbershoppers in pledging my sup
port and cooperation. 

To "Discover This New World," let's 
put it on a personal basis. I urge each 
of you to try at least ONE NEW BAR· 
BERSHOP EXPERIENCE this year. 
Sing in a quartet, attend CSD's Mini
Harmony College, compete in a cho
rus contest, go the CSD House of 
Delegates meeting, ask for some 
coaching for your quartet or chorus, or 
volunteer to take on new re
sponsibilities for your chapter or dis
trict. 

Our barbershopping gives us so 
much, and it gets even better as you 

get more involved. See you at a bar
bershopping function! 

Larry Monson now 
directing Homestead Har
monizers of Beatrice 

Word comes from the Beatrice 
Chapter of the recent appointment of 
Larry Monson as musical director of 
the Homestead Harmonizers. 

A 19-year Barbershopper. Larry will 
best be remembered by most CSD 
Barbershoppers as a member of the 
Fonnalltles of Iowa City, joining that 
quartet after they won the CSD cham
pionship in 1973. We also recall that 
Larry directed the Old Capital Chorus 
of Iowa City to the CSD Small Chorus 
Championship in 1987. 

Larry, who lives in Lincoln, is cur
rently employed ·as choral director at 
Doane College in Crete, Nebraska. 
Our source assures us that he will di
rect the Homestead Harmonizers on 
their fourth annual show in February, 
and plans to bring his chorus to the 
CSD spring contest in Omaha in April. 



Young men and women from junior and senior high schools within a radius of 200 miles of 
Kearney, Nebraska, gathered in Kearney on November 4 for the 12th ·Young Men and Young 
Women m Harmony· Festival, hosted by the men of the Kearney Chapter. Photo furnished by Les 
Weber. 

Young men/women in harmony, 
Nebraska style 

by Les Weber 
Public Relations Officer 

Kearney Chapter 

The 12th annual "Young Men and 
Young Women in Harmony" Festival 
was held in Kearney on Monday, 
November 4. More than 200 students 
from 11 schools preregistered for the 
event. Schools from as far away as 
nearly 200 miles were represented. 

Clinicians for the all-day affair were 
Society Executive Director Joe Liies, 
from Kenosha, and Sandra J. Cor· 
nellson, Director of Sweet Adelines at 
Omaha. 

The evening concert, billed as the 
"Barbershop Spectacular," featured the 
boys with "A Medley of Spirituals," 
''The Story of the Rose," and "Jingle 
Bells." The girls sang "Let Tonight be 
the Night," "Rock Around the Clock," 
"Sentimental Journey," and "Battle 
Hymn of the Republic.· 

In addition to the "Young Men and 
Young Women" presentations, the 
program in the evening featured the 
1733 Dixieland Band from Kearney, 
the Plum Creek Area Barbershop 
Chorus from Lexington, the Sunflower 
Four, the Masters of Harmony quar
tet, the Accutones, the Midland Pride, 
Sweet Adeline Chorus from Kearney, 
and the Kearney Area Bar· 
bershoppers' 1733 Chorus. 

Following the concert, a hospitality 
hour was held in the school cafeteria 
where several groups performed addi
tional selections. 

Next year's festival will be held on 
the first Monday in November, which 
will be November 2, 1992. All Bar
bershoppers in the state are invited to 
attend and perform. We hope that 
several choruses and quartets will 
make plans to join us and participate in 
this program. 

On the International scene -
by Bob Swenson 
CSD International 

Board Member 

It was my privilege to represent 
Central States District at the Mid-Win
ter meeting in Long Beach during the 
last week of January. Your International 
Society has high-quality people in its 
administrative and elective positions, 
and it's an honor to be included as part 
of that group. 

As one of 1 O new members of the 
International board, we were involved 
in an afternoon of orientation about the 
board's role in our governing process. 
This session preceded the Interna
tional board meeting. 

The official International board 
meeting lasted all day Friday and five 
hours on Saturday of the Mid-Winter 
convention week. We covered many 
subjects and gave adequate consid
erations to all proposals. 

To report to you in detail on every 
item that the board discussed would 
take space far in excess of what is 
available here. There were some high
lights, though, that were worth men
tioning. 

The International board chose to 
eliminate Harmony Services Corpo
ration and directed its board of direc
tors to cease operations and bring that 
business to a close, returning any 

remaining assets to the Society. Har
mony services was set up several years 
ago to serve as a "for profit" arm under 
the Society's control. Recent changes 
in the tax law have simply made this 
corporation unnecessary. Its function 
can well be carried out by the Society 
without the extra corporation being in 
place. 

The International board chose to 
continue the quartet qualifying system 
used on a trial basis for the past two 
years. This system assures at least 
two representatives from every district 
with the remaining quartets qualifying 
on the basis of score. 

A new era of greater involvement 
with MENC, the Music Educators' 
National Conference, was approved 
by the board. Final decision on the 
proposals for three major judging cate
gories will be made after future reports 
form the contest and judging commit
tee. 

As a newcomer to the board, I was 
impressed with the amount of work 
that goes into our Society's many 
programs. Our Society is blessed with 
people of great talent for leadership. 
As your representative to that body, 
I'm always ready to discuss ~s actions 
and your relationship to the Society. 

Please let me know if you have a 
comment, complaint, or consideration 
for future board meetings. 
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Eastern Iowa Barbershoppers have great time 
at Winter Weekend Warmup Number 3 

by Homer Lockard 
Eastern Iowa DVP 

If "success" can be defined as a 
group of Barbershoppers having a 
great time, then I believe we have a 
"success story" to tell about the East
ern Iowa Division's Winter Weekend 
Warmup Number 3. 

Our coaches arrived from far and 
near on Friday evening, January 31 . 
Registration began at 7:30 the next 
morning with some confusion, of course 
(meals paid for with no meal tickets 
provided), but no one went hungry: 

The 8 o'clock general session under 
the direction of Eastern Iowa Division 
Director of Music Education Rich Th· 
ompson brought the school together 
with staff introductions and good sing
ing. 

Fifty-minute sessions were devoted 
to coaching of quartets and chorus, 
plus craft sessions, woodshedding, 
sound production, and a room set up 
for showing past contest films during 
free periods. 

I received great comments from 
many in attendance concerning the 
talents and enthusiasm of the coaches. 
Don Farrell conducted sessions on 
the sound category for choruses and 
for classes of individuals. I like to think 
of Don as a genuine "old pro." Every
one seems to love the guy and his use 
of his experience and training. 

International staff member Tom 
Gentry also handled sessions on the 
sound category. Tom also coached 
quartets and presented sessions on 
sound, craft. and woodshedding to 
classes and individuals. 

Tom is a "music specialist" and this 
type of activity fits his talents and abili
ties well. We really appreciate the week 
that he spent with us in the Eastern 
Iowa Division, during which he visited 
and coached four chapters and served 
on the WWW 2 faculty. 

Our stage presence coach for the 
weekend was Dennis Sorge of 
Omaha. Dennis is a certified SP judge 
and an excellent coach. His entire day 
was spent working with quartets and 
choruses. His contribution was greatly 
appreciated, and we hope to see him 
again next year. 

"Iowa's Greatest," Mr. Paul Wlgley, 
was with us again this year to coach 
interpretation. It's a pleasure to be 
coached by someone with Paul's tal
ent and enthusiasm. We are really 
pleased and proud to have had him as 
part of our staff again this year. 

Rounding out our coaching staff was 
our own Randy Weir. This guy coached 
craft sessions that really spelled out 
our barbershopping secrets and how 
they may be attained. Randy and the 
very capable Rich Thompson moni
tored a good time for everyone. 

Some late arrivals confused our 
registration count ; we're calling it 86 
plus coaching staff. There were cho
ruses from Des Moines, Dubuque and 
Iowa City. 

The Tri-Statesmen Chorus of 
Dubuque registered 15 members, for 
which they may be very proud. The 
Pride of Iowa Chorus of Des Moines 
brought 32 men, which included three 
quartets, the Heartland River Boys, 
the Scalawags, and the V's Guys, all 
of whom received special coaching. I 
received excellent comments from 
these quartets. 

Other chapters in attendance in
cluded Davenport (6), Marshalltown 
(3), Ames (1), Ottumwa (6), Mason 
City (7), and Elkader (7). 

The evening session was well at
tended and included 45 family mem
bers. Dinner was served, followed by a 
woodshedding craft session by Tom 
Gentry. The Price of Iowa sang two 
songs, and the Scalawags, the V's 
Guys, and Randy Weir's new quartet, 
(not yet named), each presented three 
songs. 

We wound up the festivities at 9 
p.m., and I believe everyone had a 
good time. Don't you just love this 
crazy hobby? 

Limericks Unllmlted 

They said he was too old to sing, 
That he was too feeble to swing. 

He astonished them all, 
In the aisles they all fall , 

When his tag makes the roof rafters 
ring. 

- Stan Wallln 

Nominations sought for PROBE "Hall of Honor" 
Nominations for the PROBE "Hall of Honor" are solicited in order to de

termine who will be the 1992 inductees into the HOH. Nominations may be 
submitted by any member of PROBE, the Association of Public Relations 
Officers and Bulletin Editors, and must be received by the selection committee 
no later than April 30, 1992. 

Membership is limited to those persons whose voluntary contributions to 
PROBE extended for at least 10 years. The service may have been at any 
level of the Society and must reflect service beyond that required by any 
office or position which the nominee may have held. 

A nominee need not be living now to be honored. He must have been a 
member of PROBE for the period for which he is nominated. Nominations 
must be in writing and must describe the specific services rendered and 
contributions made by the nominee. The nominator must furnish cor
roborating evidence, if available. 

Current members of the PROBE "Hall of Honor" and the year they were 
inducted are: 

1989 1990 1991 
Dee Paris Dick Stuart Stan ·stasch" Sper1 

Wilbur Sparks The late Staff Taylor Ray Heller 
The late Deac Martin The late Charlie Wilcox Wade Dexter 
Nominations should be mailed to: PROBE "Hall of Honor,· L-2 Regency 

Place, Lawrence, Kansas 66049. The awards will be announced at the 
annual PROBE meeting during the International convention in New Orleans 
in July. 

The selection committee members are Stan "Stasch" Sperl, Ray Heller, 
and Wade Dexter (Chairman). 
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Stan Grossman - the Saga of a Roger O'Dell, and he was in a quartet 
with John in Norfolk, Virginia ; both of 
them were stiU in the Navy. Greg sang 
the tenor, Roger the lead, and John 
sang baritone. I tried singing bass, but 
my lowest note was only "G" or an "F" 
at that time. 

Greg's old frat house, an experience 
I'll never forget, and they might not as 
well , as I made most of my income that 
summer teaching poker and blackjack 
to college men. 

Barbershop Quartet Bass 
' 

(Editor 's Note : Bass Stan 
Grossman's contribution to the article 
on our new district quartet champions, 
the Saint City Four, in the January/ 
February Serenade was way too long 
to .be included in that issue. Rather 
than try to edit it for brevity, we simply 
decided to hold it for publication in the 
March/April issue. Hope you enjoy it 
as much as we did.) 

Dear Wade: 
I'm not very good at telling stories 

about myself or about my life to any
one, but the more I think about it, the 
more I feel at ease. After all, this is 
going to be told to my extended family, 
and if you can't talk to your family, then 
whom can you talk to? 

The first time I ever heard barber-
shop music was in 1965 in Boston 
(during the International conven!ion 
that year.) I was i.n the Navy and home 
on leave for a few days. I happened to 
be in the Commons (a park in the 
middle of downtown Boston) and heard 
all this singing. Well, I had to get closer 
and try to get involved. I'd sung bebop 
harmony for several years, and this 
had so much more harmony that I just 
had to try it. 

I talked to several of the people 
there, and one of them asked me if I'd 
like to go to the contest sessions, 
handed me a set of tickets, and gave 
me a hotel room key for the Sheraton. 
It seems that one of their members had 
had to leave for home on a medical 
emergency and had already paid for 
the room through the rest of the week, 
so I got to use that and see the contest. 

I don't think I 'II ever forget sitting in a 
balcony seat right over the stage and 
watching the Four Renegades sing
ing "I Want a Girr and "They Were All 
Out of Step 'Cept Jim." Who would 
ever forget their singing "Lili Marlene," 
especially when you're right in the front 
row? 

That was 26 years ago, and I'm st ill 
hooked just as hard as I was then. I 
would never have believed that I'd 
ever get so involved with a hobby as I 
have with this one. 

My first quartet came several years 
later, mainly because all of the people 
I knell{ were already in quartets of their 
own, or I couldn't find the right blend. 
The first time I thought about singing in 
a quartet was after going to a chapter 
meeting in Framingham, Massachu
setts. I got to-meet people whose names 
didn't mean a thing to me until later, 
and then they sounoed like a 'Who's 
Who" of barbershop. 

One of the first Barbershoppers I 

met was a little guy with a soft nasal 
tone who could teach tags all night by 
the name of Lou Perry, who in turn 
introduced me to a huge man by the 
name of Don Belnema, who was the 
bass of the Four Statesmen. They 
took me to a chapter called Marble
head, and I met the Four Rascals and 
another bass by the name of Terry 
Clark. 

All I can say about that time in my life 
is that it was great, and I thought all 
Barbershoppers were just as lucky as 
I was just to.be there singing. I joined 
four chapters in the area and went to 
rehearsals and tried to sing a different 
part whepeverthey'd let me. Never did 
get into but one quartet, and we called 
ourselves the Four Carats; however, 
at our first contest , they printed the 
program to read the Four Carrots. We 
came in seventh - not in the contest, 
but seventh out of seven novice quar
tets that had entered. The total num
ber of quartets was somewhere near 
30 to 35, but who was counting? 

That was in 1968, and that same 
year, I went to International in St. Louis. 
I was standing in the lobby of the 
headquarters hotel, singing a tag with 
some guys, and one of them said he 
wanted me to sing with a couple of his 
friends, so off we went to meet a guy 
named Greg Lyne and another one by 
the name of John Houl. 

The fellow who introduced us was 

We were all pretty excited by the 
sound we were making and got to 
thinking about which district we could 
meet in and have a chance of winning 
the championship. Well, you guessed 
it. I showed up in Topeka, Kansas, late 
in the evening of an early summer. 

I called Greg Lyne at his home, 
woke up the whole family, got him out 
of bed, and told him I was in town to 
start this quartet thing, I'm hungry, 
where can we go to eat at 12:30 in the 
morning, and where can I stay until I 
find a job. Needless to say, he was less 
then enthused by the whole conversa
tion, but he told me where to meet him 
just the same. 

We went to a restaurant called "Poor 
Richard's," and the waitress came to 
our table and asked us if we would 
care for anything to drink. I of course 
said yes and ordered a mixed drink. 
The waitress informed me that in order 
to get a drink such as that I'd have to be 
a member of their private club. I said 
sure, but was informed once again that 
they didn't open on Sunday. I asked if 
they seNed beer and was told sure, 
but it's only ;3.2, and besides, it was 
already after 12 p.m. so they couldn't 
seNe it anyway. I thought I'd gone 
straight back to the dark ages. 

I also spent that summer living in 

That was the summer of 1968, and 
by fall we had a quartet called the 
Personal Touch. The original mem
bers of the club were Greg; Monty 
Duerksen, the director of the Empo
ria Chapter; and a soldier from Fort 
Riley named Dick Nass, whom I'd 
known from my east coast days. 

Monty stayed with us until our first 
contest, arnd Dick stayed until we sang 
in our first prelim contest. We came in 
fourth that night, and Dick Nass had 
received his orders to transfer to Chi
cago for shipment overseas. He had to 
be in Chicago by midnight that Satur
day, and Roger O'Dell was flying home 
and met the quartet in time to be the 
lead when we made rounds that night 
singing inthe chapter hospitality rooms. 
He haalearned all of the music from 
tapes we had mailed to him before he 
was discharged from the Navy. 

We went to International our first 
t ime by default. One of the qualifiers 
could not attend, so we went in their 
place. That quartet was the River City 
Delegation. We went to the contest in 
Atlantic City feeling completely ready 
and confident, at least until we got to 
the wings of the stage and saw an 80-
foot walk to center stage. 

Roger had taken a small Valium to 
calm him down before we went on, and 

(continued on page 10) 

Spring Contest and Convention - Omaha, NE 
April 10-12, 1992 

Central States District SPEBSQSA, Inc. 
Convention Housing Request, 

The headquarters hotel is the Red Lion Inn, 1616 Dodge Street, Omaha, Nebraska, located three blocks north of the 
Orpheum Theater. The room choices and costs are as follows : Single - $70.00, King - $82.00, Double - $78.00, Triple 
or Quad (Double/Double) - $88.00. There are available a limited number of Parlor Suites at $350.00 and up, and 
Presidential Suites at $450.00 and up. There are also some Mini-Suites (bedroom/sitting roms combined) and Seco
Suites (large room with a Murphy bed in the wall) available at $88.00. To assure you of your desired accommodations, 
we recommend prompt decisions on your part, and early reseNations. 

ReseNations that are not guaranteed are held only until 6 p.m. 
To guarantee reseNations, payment of the first night's stay must be paid in advance by check or credit card . American 

Express, Diners Club, Master-Card, Discover Card, or Visa may be used. To avoid charges for one night's stay, a 
cancellation of a guaranteed reseNation must be received by the hotel by 2 p.m. on the day of the scheduled arrival. 

TO BE FAIR TO ALL REGISTRANTS, THE HOTELS, AND THE HOUSING CHAIRMAN - DO NOT RESERVE 
MORE ROOMS THAN YOU KNOW YOU WILL USE. 

ANY ROOMS NOT RESERVED BY MARCH 16, 1992, Wll:.L BE RELEASED TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC. 
Send this form to : 

Steven Trusty - Conventions Chairman 
12 Rolling Hills 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 51503- Phone (712) 366-2669 - FAX (712) 366-9119 

----. ---------------------------------
Phone No. __________ _ 

Address ---- ------- --- ---------------------
City ---- ------- State _________ Zip _ _________ _ 

Type of Accommodations : ______ Single _____ Double _ _ __ Double/Double (2 beds) 

Arrival Date ___ _ _ Departure Date ____ _ Other: ---------------

Sharing Room With: ___ _ _ --'------------------ ----- ---

To guarantee room by credit card : Type Card _ _____________________ _ 

Card Number 
-------------~ 

Expiration Date ____ _ _ _ _ ____ _ 

Name of card holder: ----.------- ---- ---- --------------



Dick Winter, who sent us the above photo, doesn't say where they got the vehicle (looks like 
a converted ambulance, doesn't it?) but he tells us it was the Emporia Chapter's entry among 85 
units that participated in the City of Emporia's annual Christmas parade. It was the longest parade 
ever in Emporia history. according t.o Dick. Here's how he describes the Flint Hills entry: "Two 
men walked ahead, amd the rest were inside. The back was open with a member sitting in a recliner 
with a red cape and another acting as a barber wearing an apron using a large comb and scissors. 
A tape record played barbershop Christmas songs. To get attention into the back, one member, 
a professional hobby clown. hung out the side in his clown costume, waving, whistling, and 
shooting a wand out at the crowd." 

1992 CSD Directory Changes 
Here are some additional directory corrections since the last publication in 

the Serenade. 

Page Description 

32 Salina MVP address 
35 St. Joseph District 

Delegate 

35 St. Joseph President 

35 St. Joseph M VP 

Old 
104 N. Hillside Rd. 

Ken Burkett 
5111 J unior Dr. 
St. Joseph, MO 64506 
(816) 364-6842 
Ken Burkett 
5111 Junior Dr. 
St. Joseph, MO 64506 
(816) 364-6842 
Sean Abel 

4303 Hillview Terr. 
St. Joseph, MO 64503 
(816) 232-9284 

New 
104 N. H illdale Rd. 

M ike Mc Kim 
2702 Faraon St. 
St. Joseph, MO 64501 
(816) 232-5415 
Mike McKim 
2702 Faraon St. 
St. Joseph, MO 64501 
(816) 232-5415 
Wally Bloss 

1912 Clay 
St. Joseph, MO 64501 
(816) 232-1 912 
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Very Large Quartet Contest (VLQ) 
Red Lion Inn - Omaha, Nebraska 

Friday, April 10, 1992 
Following the Quartet Semifinals 

SIZE: 5 to 16 Members 

OBJECT: 
1. Have fun 
2. Raise money for the District Travel Fund 

3. Gain small group experience 
TWO PRIZE CATEGORIES: 

1. VLO Champion (as determined by judges) 
2. "People's Choice Award" (by ballot) 

Get your group formed 
Prepare two numbers 

Send your registration by March 27, 1992, to: 

Steve Trusty 
12 Rolling Hills 

Council Bluffs, IA 51503 . ------ ------------------
VLOName: ____________ _______ ~ 

Chapter(s) ------------ ----- --

Contact Man: _________________ __ _ 

Mailing Address: ----- - -------------

City : _________ State _ ___ Zip: _____ _ _ 

Work Phone # _ _____ Home Phone #: _______ _ 

The Serenade is the official publication 
of the Central States District of the Society 
tor the Preservation and Encouragement 
ot Barbershop Quartet Singing in America, 
Inc. All articles not accompanied by a by
line have been written by the editor and do 
not necessarily reflect the opinions of the 

:::-~~~~~~~~;(:;!'~~~:: .' 
~~~V:'~1'.f9~1a~ for op~ / 

Preliminary qualification 
score 
for International quartet 
contest set at 2,128 points 

CSD Associate Contest & Judging 
Chairman Paul Wigley sends along 
the following message which will be of 
interest to the CO"l>etitors trying to 
qualify for the International quartet 
contest during prelims in Omaha next 
month. 

Central States District 
"As you know, the qualifiers are 

chosen by their accumulated score to 
qualify-with the assurance that each 
district will still qualify at least two 
quartets. The qualifying score for 
quartets co"'4)e.ting in the spring, 1992, 
International preliminary quartet con
tests will be 2, 128 points. 

1992 Spring Convention and Contests 
Combined Registration and licket Order Form 

Please Print: 

Member's Name ------------

Chapter or Quartet ------------

Address ________ "----------

City 1 
_____ ___________ _ 

Spouse _______________ _ 

Voice Part -------------

Phone Number -------------
St ate _____ .;__ __ Zip _____ .:.__ 

Ticket Reservations 
NOTE: All competing quartet and chorus personnel are required to purchase tickets to ALL of the competition 

sessions. These are included in the registration package. (Events 2, 3, and 4). 

Events Price Quantity Total Price 

1. Registration package $19.00 

2. Quartet preliminaries 

3. Chorus contest 

4. Quartet finals and show 

Special Events 

5. Past Champs Show 

6. Saturday Night Afterglow 

4.00 

6.00 

10.00 

4.00 

3.00 

Total Order 

Please make checks payable to: SPEBSOSA CSD Convention 

Circle one: Visa Mastercard 

Mail registration and order form to: 
Steven Trusty Signature of Orderer: ------------- - ----
12 Rolling Hills .... 
Council Bluffs , IA 51503 Date of order _____ _ ______________ _ 

"This number is based on an aver
age score of 76, using the three scor
ing categories, and an average score 
of "O" in arrangement. If. at the end of 
the contest season, fewer than 49 
quartets have qualified for the Interna
tional contest, then the next highest
scoring quartets will be invited to at
tend until there is a minimum of at least 
49 quartets from SPEBSQSA. 

"There is no maximum number of 
quartets, since all quartets that score 
2, 128 points or more will qualify for 
International." 

Logopedics information 
available for show program 

An updated edition of Together in 
Harmony, a flyer containing informa
tion about the Institute of Logopedics, 
is available for chapters, free of charge, 
from the Merchandise Department at 
International Headquarters. 

This flyer is designed to be inserted 
in show programs and tells show pa
trons about our unified service project. 

Ask for Stock No. 4269. 
-Update 
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£ 
. ...f' £ · those activities. I would love to share 1t eonaru s ines with everyone. 

on Loa ope dies It's also imperative that we provide a 
0 Logopedics raffle prize for the conven

Congratulations, gentlemen, we 
made and surpassed our goalfor 1991 ! 
Our goal was $47,500 from Central 
States , and the final tally was 
$48,206.41 . This brings the total giv
ing for Central States since 1964 when 
we decided IOL was to be our service 
project to over $660,000 and our total 
giving as a Society of $10,970,000. 
We went over 11 million in January, 
1992. 

A couple of observations for your 
consideration . . . Each year a few 
chapters send in a donation very late in 
December expecting to be included in 
that year's total for their chapter. There 
are two problems with that approach: 
(1) The mails around Christmas time 
get even slower than usual , and (2) the 
Harmony Foundation books close for 
the year on the last working day of that 
year, so any contributions that arrive 
afterthat date, which some years is as 
early as December 29, are included in 
the next year's total. 

This year there were a few like that, 
and by the end of January, we had 
already gathered over $1 • 700 for 1992. 
That gets us oJf to a good start towards 
our goal of $50,.000. 

We contributed $19.43 per member 
of record in 1991. That's $.98 more per 
man than 1990. If we can average 
another $1 .00 per man in 1992, we will 
make our goal. Let's go for it, and let's 
do it earty. The Institute needs our help 
year round. 

In 1991, there were 48 chapters in 
the Society who managed the gold 
plateau of giving ($50 per man or more). 
I'm proud to say we had three of those 
48. They were Sioux City, at $50.02; 
Ellsworth at $83.33; and Florissant 
Valley, at $89.79. Our hats are off to 
you guys for a fantastic effort . 

In addition, we had three chapters 
average over $40 per man: Llberal, 
$41 .67;Wlchlta, $43.51 ; and St. Louis 
Suburban, $49.55. Congratulations to 
you all , and we'll plan on a least six 
gold plateau winners next yoar. 

More details as to where your chap
ter ranks in the district will be an
nounced at the spring conventionwhen 
51 chapters will be honored for giving 
$10.00 or more per member. 

There were about 1 O chapters that 
did not participate in this year's giving 
to Harmony Foundation. I hope every 
chapter will find it possible to give 
something in 1992. If I can help in any 
way to encourage your chapter's par
ticipation, please contact me. 

I hope to be contacting each chapter 
periodically this year regarding your 
Logopedics and Service Committee's 
work. I also hope to continue recogniz
ing quartets that contribute, so please 
be sure your chapter treasurer identi
fies any quartet giving, as that's the 
only record I get when a quartet con
tributes through the chapter. 

Of course, quartets may contribute 
directly, also, but if you do, please 
identify your chapter so credit can be 
property recorded. 

We have two quartets already on 
the list of donating for 1992. They are 
the Tone Rangers of Wichita and the 
Humbugs of Hutchinson. Thanks for 
getting us started, guys. 

If any chapters are doing unique 
things to raise money for Harmony 
Foundation, or if you are working with 
a local service project, as well, please 
send me some information regarding 

tion at New Orlean.s. We have a budget 
of approximately $200.00 to purchase 
an item, if necessary. Certainly dona
tions are nice. If you have a good idea 
on this matter, contact me soon. I'll 
hope to have a decision made regard
ing the prize by spring convention. 

Once again, let me express my 
heartfelt thanks to all who participated 
in the 1991 campaign. It gives us a 
great feeling of satisfaction that the 
kids at IOL are the true winners. Let's 
do even more in 1992. 

As a Barbershopper you 
may be entitled to personal 
income tax deduction 

from material provided by 
International Headquarters 

Yes, some things you do as a Bar
bershopper are tax deductible. If you 
itemize your deductions you may be 
entitled to include some expenses for 
barbershop activity. 

If you have had verifiable out-of
pocket expense in connection with a 
chapter duty (as an off icer, board 
member, or appointed member in the 
chapter), or if you sang in one or more 
local shows, such expenses as travel 
(12¢ Pe(' mile, or actual cost, tele
phone, postage, parking) for which 
you were not reimbursed are deduct
ible. 

Expense of travel to chapter meet
ings is not deductible unless you hold 
an office directly involved in conduct of 
the meeting, such as program VP. 

A different rule apPlies to travel away 
from home. Transportation, meals, and 
lodging may be deducted only if there 
is no significant element of personal 
pleasure, recreation, or vacation in the 
trip. The IRS has not yet interpreted 
this, which becomes even more vex
ing when you read in the Congrega
tional Committee statement, issued 
with the law, that it is okay for you to 
"enjoy providing the contributed serv
ices" that caused the expense. If golf 
games. sightseeing, and similar activi
ties heavily overbalance singing and 
participation in meetings as a duty for 
the away-from-home expenses, these 
expenses would not be deductible. 
The cost of tuition at schools is specif i
cally barred as a deduction. 

If you use these deductions, here is 
the procedure. With Form 1040, use 
Schedule A, under "gifts to charity," 
contributions by cash or check, enter 
the total of your out-of-pocket expense. 
(Remember the words "nonreim
bursed" and "verifiable.") Attach a 
separate sheet listing the expense by 
groups (lodging, transportation, etc.), 
captioned expense incurred in con
nection with contributions of services 
to an organization classed as exe"l>t 
under Section 501 (c)(3). Then state 
the name and location of your chapter 
and the full name of the Society. 

Your chapter should have a list of 
events which are applicable to this 
expense tabulation. 

Your cash contributions to the chap
ter or the Society or to the Institute of 
Logopedics are directly and fully de
ductible. lncludethisfigure inthesched
ule figure, and show this contribution 
on the same attached sheet, but s·epa
rated from the out-of-pocket expense 
figure. Be sure to retain verifying rec
ords such as appointment books, cal
endars with notes, etc. 

Top CSD scorers in 1991 achievement 
Plateau Chapter Total Society-wide Placement 

" 
7 Fremont 1,757 6th of 42 chapters 

Kansas City 1,337 18th ot42 chapters .. 
6 Des Moines 1,393 8th of 58 chapters 

Cedar Rapids 1, 175 18th of 58 chapters 
Mason City 882 41st of 58 chapters 

5 St. Joseph 1,462 8th of 140 chapters 
Springfield 1,386 14th of 140 chapters 
Davenport 1,376 16th of 140 chapters 

4 ~ioux City 1,847 1st of 112 chapters 
Waterloo 945 41 st of 112 chapters 
Beatrice 903 4 7th of 112 chapters 

3 Papillion 1,767 1st of 190 chapters 
Leavenworth 1,486 3rd of 190 chapters 
Fort Dodge 1,347 8th of 190 chapters 

2 Hays 1, 191 15th of 270 chapters 
Lexington 1,067 24th of 270 chapters 
Florissant Valley 867 40th of 270 chapters 

1 Watertown 480 8th of 15 chapters 
Liberal 475 9th of 15 chapters 

NOTE: Plateaus are based on 12-31 -91 chapter membership as follows: 
Plateau 1 - Chapters chartered during 1991 , Plateau 2 - 1 to 29 members, 
Plateau 3 - 30 to 39 members, Plateau 4 - 40 to 49 members, Plateau 5 - 50 
to 74 members, Plateau 6 - 75 to 99 members, and Plateau 7 - 100 or more 
members. A complete explanation of the annual achievement awards pro
gram is contained in the Chapter Secretary's Manual. 

CSD Spring Convention -
Schedule of Events 

April 10-12, 1992-0maha, NE 

Registration 
Hospitality 
District Board Meeting 
Barbershopper's Shop 

Judges' Briefing 
Quartet Briefing 
Quartet Preliminaries 

Friday, Aprfl 10 

1 p.m.-11 p.m. Mezzanine-Red Lion 
1 p.m.-11 p.m. Dakota Room-Red Lion 
1 p.m. Flanagan Room-Red Lion 
5 p.m.-7 p.m. Capitol Room-Red Lior;i 
and After Contest until Midnight 
5:45 p.m. Judges Suite-Red Lion 
6:15 p.m. Lewis Room-Red Lion 
7 p.m. Orpheum Theater 

Contest & Kansas 
Division Quartet Contest 

VLQ Contest 11 p.m. 
(approx.) 

Aksarben Room-Red Lion 

Saturday, April 11 . 

Registration 
Hospitality 
Barbershopper's Shop 

8 a.m.-1 p.m. Mezzanine-Red Lion 
8 a.m.-1 p.m. Dakota Room-Red Lion 
8 a.m.-midnight Capitol Room-Red Lion 
(Except During Contest Sessions) 

Collegiate Quartet 
Contest 

8:30 a.m. Orpheum Theater 

House of Delegates' 
Meeting 

A&R for Non-finalist 
Quartets 

Judges' Luncheon 
Chorus Directors' 
Briefing 

10:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

11 :30 a.m. 
12:15 a.m. 

District Plateau "A" 1 :00 p.m. 
Chorus Contest & Kansas 
Division Chorus Contest 

A&R for Chorus 30 minutes 
Directors and Music after last 
Team chorus 

Mighty Wurtitzer Organ 7:00 p.m. 
Concert 

Quartet Finals and Showa p.m. 
Afterglow 10:30 p.m. 

Winnebago Room-Red Lion 

Clarlk Room-Red Lion 

Wyoming Room-Red .!-ion 
Wyoming Room-Red Lion 

Orpheum Theater 

Aksarben Room-Red Lion 

Orpheum Theater 

Orpheum Theater 
Aksart>en Room-Red Lion 

Sunday, Aprfl 12 

Quartet Finalist 8:15 a.m. Lewis/Clark-Red Lion 
A&R Session 

Ecumenical 9 a.m. Midlands Room-Red Lion 
Church Service 

HOPE YOU HAD A GREAT TIME! - HAVE A SAFE TRIP HOME! 

I ' 
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International Board restores week of 
staff visits deleted to cut costs 

PLAN 
AHEAD 

CSD Conventions 

by Winston Rashlelgh 
CSD Music Vice President 

1992 is off to a great beginning in the 
Central States District. Randy Weir 
reports that the Third Annual Eastern 
Iowa Winter Weekend Warmup Num
ber 3 was a success with about 90 
registrants. Norm Grosz raved about 
the success of the South Dakota 
Chorus Festivalfeaturingthe Cascade 
Connection, and believe it or not, the 
"biggie" is yet to come - our own 
CSD Mini-Harmony College in St. 
Joseph on June 5, 6 and 7. For those 
of you who haven't yet registered for 
that weekend of fun, education, and 
song, we've printed the registration 
form again in this issue of the Sere
nade. DON'T MISS THIS ONE! 

A report received from a very knowl
edgeable staff person said that the 
Gas House Gang's performance at 
the Mid-Winter convention in Long 
Beach was electrifying and deserved 
the standing ovation they received. 
Congratulations, guys! 

Here's good news! After some 
dedicated effort by a few persons, the 
International Board approved a request 
to have the week of staff visits to CSD 
that was cut to reduce expenses re
stored. I've yet to receive official word 
as to who from the headquarters staff 
will be visiting or the week the visit will 
take place, but we are assured of re
ceiving it . 

Just a reminder ... During these 
somewhat difficult economic times, our 
Society is facing some budgetary prob
lems, and it's in the best interest of all 
of us to utilize to the fullest the oppor-

Leander Hogie picked as 
"Barbershopper of the Year" 
by South Dakota Division 

by Norm Grosz 
South Dakota DVP 

The 1992 recipient of the South 
Dakota Division's "Barbershopper of 
the Year" award was chosen by five 
South Dakota Division area counselors. 
A Barbershopperfor 18 years, his life's 
work has been in the f ield of music. He 
has taught chorus and band in the 
public school system for 47 years. He 
was employed in the Parker and Park
ston, South Dakota, and Lake Crystal 
and Sleepy Eye, Minnesota, schools. 

He joined the Barbershop Harmony 
Society in Lake Crystal where was a 
musical director for seven years. About 
11 years ago, he moved to South 
Dakota where he is now an assistant 
director of one of our barbershop 
choruses. 

Our recipient has been active with 
the South Dakota Chorus Festival each 
year, providing secretarial assistance 
for the South Dakota DVP. 

It is my pleasure to announce that 
Leander Hogle has been selected as 
the 1992 South Dakota Division's 
"Barbershopper of the Year." 

tunities we have to share the talents of 
our staff people, so when a visit is 
scheduled in your area, be sure to 
attend. You'll be glad you did. 

The International Board approved 
the recommendation of the Interna
tional Contest & Judging Committee to 
set the level of points for quartets to 
qualify for the International contest in 
New Orleans at 2, 128 for a double 
judging panel. Each district will qualify 
two quartets and any other quartet that 
scores 2, 128 points or more at the 
International quartet prelims. 

A DYNAMO II presentation was 
given by the Overland Park Chapter 
on January 17 and 18. The chapter's 
administrative team, the music team, 
and the membership had already 
implemented many of the DYNAMO 
concepts and will be adopting more as 
time passes. Our congratulations to 
the Overland Park Chapter and our 
best wishes for their continued growth. 

Lud Elness, Missouri Division Vice 
President , and Roger Lusk Kansas 
Division Vice President, began their 
training to become Certified Dynamos 
at the Overland Park presentation. 

The Joplin presentation has been 
put on a temporary hold until a new 
musical director is in place. 

Be sure to attend the spring con
vention in Omaha on April 10-12 for 
another week of fun and song. If you 
haven't sent your registration in for the 
CSD Mini-Harmony College, DO IT 
NOW! 

Be seeing you in April in Omaha. In 
the meantime, smile awhile, and let a 
song, barbershop that is , be your style. 

CSD gets a check from 
Destinations Unlimited 

by Kay Sutton 
tor Destinations Unlimited 

A donation check for $171 .20 was 
mailed to the Central States District 
treasurer at the end of January. This 
was for travel during the months of 
October, November, and December. 

I received a call the first part of 
February from a CSD Barbershopper 
who went to Long Beach for the Mid
Winter convention, and he called to 

1992 Spring Omaha 
COTS/ Omaha April 10-12 

1992 November 21-22 1992 Fall Omaha 

1993 November 20-21 Oct. 9-11 

1994 November 19-20 1993 Spring Des Moines 

International 
April 16-18 

1993 Fall Des Moines 
Conventions Oct. 8-10 

1992 New Orleans, LA 1994 Spring Omaha 
June 28-July 5 April 8-10 

1993 Calgary, Alta. 1994 Fall Kansas City 
June 27-July4 October 7-9 

1994 Pittsburgh, PA 1995 Spring Overland Park 
July 3-10 April 7-9 

1995 Miami Beach, FL 1995 Fall Cedar Rapids 

July 2-9 October 13-15 

CSD Spring Contest Registration 

The CSD spring convention in Omaha on April 10-12 will 
include (1) an International preliminary contest for CSD 
quartets to select representatives to the 1991 International 
contest in New Orleans in July, (2) a contest for Plateau A 
choruses (from chapters with fewer than 40 members as of 
·12-31-91 ), and (3) the Kansas Division chorus and quartet 
contests. All remaining choruses (Plateaus AA and AAA) are 
invited to compete and be unofficially scored. 

The CJ-17 forms for registering quartets o~ choruses for the 
contests are mailed to each registered quartet's contact man 
and to all CSD chapter secretaries. 

Each prospective competitor must: 
(1) Complete and submit two (2) CJ-17 forms at least 

fourteen days prior to the contest. 
(2) Submit one CS-17 form to be received not later than 

March 27, 1992, to Paul Wigley, C&J Chairman, 715 N. 
Minnesota, Algona, Iowa 50511. 

(3) Submit the second CJ-17 form to: Steve Trusty, CSD 
Coventions Chairman, 12 Rolling Hills, Council Bluffs, Iowa 
51503. 

See you in Omaha! 

say he was a satisfied customer. That's 
nice to hear! 

Be sure to get your arrangements 
made for travel to New Orleans as 
soon as possible in order to be able to 
get your first choice of times. If you 
have any plans to take extra time for 
trips to and from New Orleans, please 
call , and I can help with that. 

H. C. Hall, Secretary 
Central States District 

Remember, any time you use our 
agency to make your travel plans, 
you're helping the CSD Travel Fund. I 
can help you with any form of travel. 
Just call Destinations Unlimited at 1-
800-356-1182, identify yourself as a 
CSD Barbershopper, and ask for Kay. 
Please leave a message if I'm out of 
the office at the time you call. 

C.S.D. MINI-HARMONY COil.EGE 
Missouri Western Community College 

St. Joseph, Missouri 

YES, count on me to attend June 5, 6 & 7, 1992. Enclosed Is my $65.00 fee ($75.00 after Marcil 1 1992) 
~ch Includes two nights lodging, breakfast, lunch, dinner on Saturday breakfast on Sunday and use of c1a.u' rooms 

eral Session begins at 8:00 P.M. Friday, June 5. Classes end 11
1

:00 A.M., June 7, 1992. · 
CHOOSE ONE (8 Hour) 

__ History of Barbershop Style 

__ Fundamentals of Music I & II 

__ SP Theory & Practice 

__ Vocal Techniques 

__ Coaching (Quartets) 

__ Barbershlp Ptzzaz 

__ Olorus Directing 

CHOOSE lWO (4 Hour) 

-- Costuming & Make-up 
__ The Wann-up 

__ How to be a Section Leader 

__ Function & Care of Vocal Mechanism 

City/State/Zip-----------------
Chapter __________________ _ 

Voice Part _________ _..:..;.;..__ ______ _ 

Phone Home ( Work ( 

Age __ Smoking __ Non-Smoking _ _ 

Please make checks payable to CEITTRAL ST A TES DISTRICT 
and send to: Winston K. Rashleigh 

P.O. Box 133 
Fremont, NE 68025 

SA VE MONEY BY REGISTERING EARLY -
EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION SAVES $10.00 
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Bulletin Browsing 

The men of the 1733 Chorus of Kearney 
recently recognized with an award for out
standing service their director of 20 years, 
Fran Wilson. He has been their only 
musical director. Fran has been a music 
teacher in the Kearney public school sys
tem for 27 of the last 29years, and was one 
of five educators recently honored forteach
ing excellence bythe Kearney Public School 
Foundation. We found this news in ldt 's 
Harmony Time, the Kearney Chapter bul
letin, edited by Jerry ldt. 

We note in John Conrad's Subulban 
By-Lines that the St. Louis Suburban 
Chapter will observe its 50th anniversary 
during the coming year. (Editor's note: 
Our records indicate that the big date is 
May 21 ). John says he knows of no defini
tive plans for a gala celebration at the 
moment, but he's hoping. We'd like to point 
out that their anniversary date coincides 
with Harmony Month and should provide 
an ideal theme for one heck of a member
ship recruitment effort. 

In the last issue of the Serenade, we 
reported that the Demoinaires had under
gone a name change and were henceforth 
to be known as the Pride of Iowa. Now we 
learn from Roy Warman 's Ame tones Notes 
that the men of the Ames Chapter are 
actively considering changing the name of 
the Ametones Barbershop Chorus. The 
process was started during a "Good of the 
Chapter" meeting on December 7 with a 
nearly unanimous vote of the membership 
present. Chapter PRO Loren Mensch, 
who suggested the current name 25 years 
ago, has proposed the name, the Heart of 
Iowa Chorus, which implies "expanded 
geographical boundaries with Marshalltown 
being well within our reach. 'Heart' had a 
special meaning as we consider being 
located but a few miles from the true center 
of Iowa." Loren submits that "the time has 
come ... to combine new leadership, a new 
name, hopefully new uniforms, and new 
enthusiasm into a chapter that can and will 
reach heights sufficiently high to attract 
and hold the best male vocal talent in the 
heart of Iowa.· He suggests that the new 
name be selected in time to be announced 
during the Ames Chapter's silver an
niversary show on March 14. 

The Harmony Hawks of Cedar Rapids 
have a new assistant musical director. His 
name is Jason Ryner, a transferee from 
the Mason City Chapter and a music major 
at the University of Northern Iowa. Also 
found in J.P. Jones' Hawkseye, the Cedar 
Rapids Chapter bulletin, was the an
nouncement that the winner of the "Klutz" 
trophy - a toilet seat - was Chris 
John5on, who came up missing when the 
Harmony Hawks' picture was taken after 
the contest in Kansas City back last Octo
ber. 

Ah, it was ever thus! Editor Gene Zeimet, 
writing in Dubuque's Chord Courier, tells 

of Public Relations Officer Jim Kaufman's 
frustration after sending a release to the 
local Telegraph-Herald back in October 
announcing the election of Dubuque's Dale 
Schulz as the new CSO president which 
still hasn't been published! Be patient, Jim. 
Next time you see Kansas City's Chapter 
president, Mike Mathieu, ask him about 
how the fact that the Heart of America 
Chorus has won 1 O district chorus champi
onships, yet none of them has ever been 
mentioned in the Kansas City Stan 

The Emporia Chapter has a bulletin! At 
least we got something called the Wood 
Chord Record, edited by Dick Winter. 
Their big problem is that they need a 
director. Manhattan wants to buy their 
uniforms, and they're collaborating on a 
show with Topeka on March 23. Glad to 
see some indication of activity in the Flint 
Hills area. 

In Bob Wllber's Overland Stage Com
pany Line, the Overland Park Chapter 
bulletin, we found the following: "It hap
pened during dinner at the installation 
banquet when Or. John Baeke interrupted 
the proceeding to announce that Ron Penn 
had just proposed marriage to his dinner 
partner- and Christine accepted! What a 
wonderful place to start making beautifu l 
music together! ... • 

You CSO quartets who are worrying 
about competing this year against Special 
Touch, 1984 CSO champions and peren
nial CSO representatives at International, 
may rest easy. According to an article by 
Lead David Krause in Harmonotes, the 
Kansas City Chapter bulletin, edited by 
Wade Dexter, the stork will "most likely 
help keep us from competing in the spring 
prelims or the International this year for the 
first time in our existence." It seems that 
Baritone Matt Moore and his wife, Jiii, are 
expecting their first child in late June. Well, 
some things simply must take priority over 
barbers hopping. 

Remember John Mininger, who sang 
tenor with the Jax of Harmony when they 
won the CSO quartet championship way 
back in 1972? Well, we note in an article by 
John Hayden, musical director of the 
Harmony Hawks, published in the 
Hawkseye, the Cedar Rapids Chapter 
bulletin, edited by J.P. Jones, that Minin
ger is now a member of the Masters of 
Harmony of the Foothills, California, 
Chapter, International chorus champs in 
1990. 

College quartets to compete at Omaha 

by Les Weber 
CSD Public Relations Officer 

Competition in the 1992 CSD Collegiate Quartet Harmony Sweepstakes is 
scheduled to begin at 8 :30 a.m. on Saturday, April 11, at Omaha during the 
CSD spring convention . The winner will be eligible for the International 
college quartet finals in New Orleans in July. The top quartet there will be 
awarded a $4,000 purse. 

At this writing (February 10), there has been a total of eight responses in 
CSD, with one quartet forwarding their final entry . I hope that we can have at 
least six quartets on stage for the competition. What a wonderful promotion 
for barbershopping that would be. 

The response from the public relations officers whom I have contacted to 
work with the entries has been gratifying. Several have called me, and they're 
hopeful of getting even more entries. Thanks, fellows. 

Stan Grossman -
(continued from page 6) 

then we were delayed by the infamous 
two-hour jackhammer affair when the 
workers on the roof decided to make a 
repair right then and there during the 
contest. Needless to say, by the time 
we were called back to the stage, 
Roger wasn't nervous at all ; in fact, he 
was almost asleep. 

The rest of us tried to appear calm, 
but the panic showed through in two 
ways. The MC introduced us, and Greg 
whispered to me, as I was the first on 
the stage, "Sing the old tag." The song 
was "Band and My Baby," and we had 
done about 12 different tags for it, and 
I couldn't have told you the first one if 
my life had depended on it. All I can 
remember is that clear in the back of 
the auditorium was a sign that read 
"number of downs and yards to go." 
We were forty-third. . 

The one redeeming incident was 
singing on the Boardwalk that Friday 
night during the session. We had gath
ered on the Boardwalk with another 
quartet from the east coast that I knew, 
and were signing songs back and forth 
with our backs to the Boardwalk itself . 
They sang one song call "Aquarius," 
and we had just learned the title song 
from the same musical, "Hair." 

When they finished their song, we 
just started ours right afterward with
out any pause. The song "Hair" was 
eleven pages long and not really bar
bershop, but it was fun , and I guess a 
little controversial at that time, but we 
would sing it nonetheless. We had 
made about three word changes so as 
not to offend too many people. 

When we finished, the applause 
started, and we turned around to sev
eral hundred people. That's probably 
what kept the Personal Touch sing
ing as long as we did. 

Also, don't let me forget to mention 
that we had a new baritone by then 
named Ron Ochs. Ron was from Hays 
and a bullrider in the spring and sum
mer. We never knew what kind of 
shape he'd be in when he got to a 
singout , but he always showed -
sometimes with his ribs taped, but you 
could always count on him. 

We sang together for three years 
and did our last show in Wichita at he 
Century II auditorium with the Cava
liers. 

Our next quartet was called the 

Morning Times, and once again I was 
singing with Roger O'Dell. The other 
members were Dave Snook, a full
voiced gospel tenor, and Steve Le
one, a baritone who had several years 
of opera vocal training and was assis
tant director of the Heart of American 
chorus in Kansas City. 

That was the year the International 
was held in Kansas City, and I'd sung 
until the early dawn, and at about 6 
a.m., I'd walked into the coffee shop of 
the Muehlebach Hotel and found two 
otherdiehardsdrinkingcoffee. Wewere 
sitting there wishing we had a lead so 
we could sing another tag when I heard 
the vacuum cleaner one of the hired 
help was using, and realized that it was 
a B-flat tone , or at least close enough 
so it didn't make any difference. After 
about our third tag with the vacuum 
singing the lead line, the restaurant 
manager suggested we looked like we 
could use some sleep. I still don't be
lieve what happened, but it's a true 
story, as the saying goes. 

It was 1981 before I got into my next 
quartet and once again with someone 
I'd sung with before. Steve Leone was 
again lending his dulcet baritone to the 
thought of being a district champ one 
more time. The lead was a guy I'd 
known for several years, Lance Heil
mann, but had never sung with other 
than in competition. 

Lance brought a lot of knowledge 
about barbershop craft to the quartet, 
and we did several things that would 
probably disqualify you now but then 

were perlediy iega°L 
Probably the one best remembered 

was the year we won the district cham
pionship, 1981. We felt we needed 
some kind of gimmick to win the con
test, and we decided to step past the 
microphones and spread the quartet 
as we finished the last contest song, 
"That Old Quartet of Mine." Someone 
was smiling on us that day, and I don't 

(continued on page 11) 

21st ANNUAL 

Tunes - T-Bones - Trotlines 
All-Family 

Barbershoppers' Weekend 

July 24, 25, 26, 1992 
Shell Knob, Missouri 

Good Harmony, Good Food, Golf, 
Woodshedding Con~est, Boating, 

Swimming for All 
Evening Show for the Public 

Contact: Karl Koos 
Box 4092 

Shell Knob, MO 65747 
( 417) 858-6584 
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think it was the people rooch past two
thirds of the way into the audience. 

From 1981 through 1983. the Cor· 
ner Quartet had a lot of fun singing old 
and new arrangements in a bunch of 
strange places up to and including a 
hot tub. Howcouldyoutumthatdown? 

That brings me to the now current 
champs, the Saint City Singers. I'd 
sung with the Pony Expressmen of 
St. Joseph during the heyday of the 
seventies and had even gotten a solo 
on the album saying "Joe isent me." 
They won a fifth-place medal but I'd 
stopped going to a lot of rehearsals 
anywhere but had maintained my 
membership just the same. 

One of my friends had asked if I 
wanted to go to Des Moines for the 
COT School and do a bit of wood
shedding, and I figured it couldn't hurt. 
That weekend I ran into Bryon Myers 
and his son, Bemo. We sang a song. 
adding Ken Gabler later, and that was 
all I heard until one day Byron called 
and asked whether I'd like to try putting 
a quartet together. At first, I was rather 
reluctant because of personal feelings 
I still had from when I had sung with St. 
Joseph before. but then that had been 
15 years ago. and then we went to the 
Pony Expressmens' reunion, and that 
made the decision for me. 

It hasn't been easy for any of us in 
this quartet, but over the last three 
years we've come to know each other 
better and better, and as you know, 
time takes care of all things . These 
three years have seen me go through 
several changes in my life. but I've had 
some good guys yell at me even when 
I didn't feel that I needed it. Somehow 
it was always alright in the end. 

Winning the contest last fall was a 
unique experience for me. I think it was 
the first time I ever worked that long 
and that hard to achieve a goal. It was 
the first time I had no clue as to how 
we'd done. In fact, I was sitting back 
stage when Mike Hines came over to 
me and said we'd done it, and I re
member saying, "Sure, when will the 
judges tell you?" Mike just laughed 
and reiterated his statement, and then 
it dawned on me what we'd said. 

I hope this quartet can continue to 
grow and achieve more for the district 
as well as for ourselves. I do know that 
this quartet's attitude has changed a 

lot since Louisville last summer. Maybe 
now we can try to join the boys from St. 
Charles in the show in New Orleans in 
1992. 

As for all the family stuff. I'm now 46 
years old and single again but with all 
my family grown and moved away. 
Now I have a cat, five fish, and a 1978 
Mercury Marquis that keep me busy 
either feeding, finding, or fixing one or 
the other. Maybe in may spare time. I'll 
try to make a living this year of 1992. 

Thanks in advance once again, 
Wade, and tell you beloved "hello" for 
me. 

The Holy Essence -
(continued from page 10) 

Stan 

others. Sounds easy, but do we al
ways remember to make that effort? 

I urge you, the next time you attend 
an International convention, to spend 
a few minutes at the "Sing with the 
Champs" presentation of the Associa
tion of International Cha1T1>ions. Not 
only does this AIC program raise a lot 
of money for Logopedics, it provides 
one of the darndest displays of human 
emotion you ever saw. 

Time after time, a guy who probably 
has spent hours listening to one song 
from a quartet recording, come quiver
ing on stage to sing with three gold 
medalists. A few minutes later, he goes 
floating off the stage, relieved and 
jubilant, glowing like a new father. 

If your quartet is not offerwng the 
same opportunity at the chapter level , 
you're missing a chance to really light 
up the word "encouragement" in our 
name. If you doubt it, think back to your 
first days as a Barbershopper. Maybe 
some quartet asked you to sing along. 
If not, what would you have given for 
the chance? 

The letter I just referred to came 
from a Far Western District Barber
shopper after we had been on a 1987 
show in the Los Angeles area. Follow
ing the afterglow, he came up and 
wanted to sing a song with us. Nor
mally, we'd say "sure" in a second. But 
there were some unusual circum
stances here. 

The show had lasted three hours, so 
you can guess how long the afterglo 
ran. On top of that, we had to follow 
"Music Appreciation 101 ." IF that's not 
the world's funniest quartet, it has to 
rank among the top two or three. 

Th• 

-ACCUTONES 
'lJamersfwp Q}uu"tet 

Kearney, Nebraska 

"Somethinq for everyone! " 

we sing Comedy, Gospel, Country, 
all kinda of Barbershop-

even some SOCI&~Y AllRAHGENKHTS! 

We may break up your audience, 
but we won't break your budget! 

Cal1 Marv at (308) 237-5402 
or rran at (308) 234-5376 

So now it's getting close to sun-up, 
and Don and I are propping up the 
farmers until we can get them out the 
door. And here comes this fellow in his 
70's, wearing two hearing aids , and 
he wants to sing bass on "If the Rest of 
the World Don't Want You." 

Well, we said, how about if we start 
at the chorus. No, he said, "I can't get 
to "sing with the champs" at the up
coming International But if you'll do the 
whole song, I'll write a $25 check for 
the Institute of Logopedics." 

It had the feel of an offer we couldn't 
refuse. So we started in and it was . .. 
wonderful. Out rolled this tremendous 
bass voice. And he had that marvelous 
arrangement down pat, including our 
interpretation. 

A week later we got a $25 check 
from Sheldon Nelson of Hawthorne. 
California, who said: "It's hard to de
scribe the breadth and intensity of an 
experience like that. but maybe you 

. :.11~!~!:):11~!} 
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can understand. Let's just say I was 
drunker driving home Saturday night 
than I ever had been in the days when 
I slopped up the beer.· 

To you quartet people being coached 
here this week, I envy the chance you 
have to grow. To those in other quar
tets. may you continue to share and 
enjoy. And to those who have not yet 
given quartetting a try, I hope you will 
soon, and that your chapter will help 
you get started. 

With the cooperation of the AIC and 
other talented Barbershoppers, most 
of our district are offering marvelous 
weekend coaching opportunities. 
Quartetting is an experience not to be 
missed. 

Joe Liies said it best, talking to a 
group of quartet members at the Lou
isville convention. In his words, "Some 
have suggested that quartets are the 
wind beneath the wings of the Society. 
And you may be the wings." 

Here's a Barbershop Quartet that 
GUARANTEES* You'll Have Fun! 

You won't believe . • • 

'CO£ Cf)Ol2DIAL C€L€BIZAt:"IO~ 
Until you hear and see them at their zany best! 

Following are fans' slightly altered quotes: 

•What a great sound!" (Gary, the baritone.) 

•A great looking baritone!" (Judy, the baritone's wife) 

•What an operation!" (Dr. Dan, surgeon and tenor.) 

This top-notch quartet has entertained more than 100,000 
people in their 13 years of barbershop comedy, and 
they've never met an audience they didn't like! 

To book The Chordial Celebration for your show, call: 

Steve at (308) 783-2249 or 
Rod at (308) 635-0243 

·GUARANTEE: If one member of the audience goes home without laughing, 
our fee will be CDae:f~ refunded! 
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November 21 and 22, 1992 
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Singing is fun ... 
1989 N pions 

STATELINE 

good singing is more fun!! 
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Barbershop Quartet 

KENT MADISON - Tenor 
• Bill. HANSEN - Lead 

DENNIS HAGEN - Baritone 
JOHN BANWART- Bass 

' CONTACT Bil H.iwn 
Rit9ted, IA 50578 
(712) 866-0550 
(712) 866-0781 (Woritj 
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Steve Hoskins 

B,\RBE~llOP QL\RTCT 
' 2432 S. Glendale, #101 • Wicnita, Ks 67210 • (31 6) 682-8481 

Brent Lembke Larry Wilson 

Tfl\Ofl DEAN KRUSE LEAD - KEN VOGEL 

CONTACT. Bob Nonce. 3140 Normen Dt. 
Merion. IA &2302 

319139 3-llU 1 

BARITONE - DICK KAUS£ 

Tenor 
Dick Henderson 

Bari 
John Fortino 

.... 

Barbershop Quartet 

BASS - 808 NANCE 

Lead 
• Mark Fortino 

Bass 
Don Koehnle1n 

• 14231 W. 121st • Olathe, KS 66062 • 913 780-3872 

RR2Box581 
GardenCtty, M064747 (or) 
Ptiotle (816) 862-8343 

1988 INTERNATIONAL CHAMPIONS 

GENE KELLERMEYER CHUCK BOWMAN 

A BARBERSHOP QUARTET 
'RR. 4, BOX257 

JOHN STOCKSTILL 

AOGEASVIUE. t.10 65742 
(4 17) 753-2555 (HJ 
(41 7) 831.as:ll (W) '.A:FF VETETO 

CONTACT 
Ray Meister - 402 727-1829 

121 $_ Wilham - Fremont NE 68025 

tSAINT- CITY- SINGERS: 
CONTACT: BYRON MYERS 11 

5119-B FARAON 
SAINT JOSEPH, MISSOUR 64506 
PHONE 816-279-5484 

KEN GABLER • BYRON MYERS • STAN GROSSMAN 
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BARBERSHOP HARMONY 

At Its 
Rough·and-Tumble Bat 

Kipp • Rich • Rob • Jim 
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