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COTS • 1969 
Those Were The 
Days My Friends 

Two hundred thirty brave souls found 
their way to Lincoln, Nebraska for the 
1969 edition of the Chapter Officers Train
ing school. Every year it seems to get 
better and better and this year has to have 
been the greatest. Our hats are off to those 
great barbershoppers from the Cornhusker 
Chapter who host the event year after year. 
What nice work they do. 

Judging from the sounds emanating from 
the 9th floor at the Kellog Center, many 
barbershoppers in the District apparently 
were cheated out of their New Year's eve 
parties and decided to make up for it 
begi;ming on Friday evening, Never in the 
history of COTS has so much singing and 
joking begun so early! It was fantastic 
and has to go down in the records as one 
of the great highlights of 1969 for Cen
tral states. 

The Dis tr i ct Board meeting began 
promptly at 9 :00 P. M. Friday evening and 
was still going strong at 3 :30 A. M. Sat
urday morning. We thought this might 
have been some kind of record, but dis
covered through President Aitchison's own 
admission that because this is the "Year 
of the Pill" he forced the board to take 
No-Doz and pep pills as well as a couple 
of s hots of novocaine. Each chapter offi
cer was given a years supply of these 
medications for his chapter when the going 
gets tough. 

Chet Fox, SOCiety Field Representative 
for our District, did the honors and duti
fully installed our District Officers for 
1969 and gave them his blessing. He gives 
a good speech too, it's short and to the 
point. 

The Cornhusker Chorus, under the lead
ership of their new director, Jon Peterson, 
did an excellent job of entertaining us at 
the Saturday evening dinner. We also had 
the pleasure of listening to the Mello Lads 
quartet from Lincoln and the Rip Chords 
from Topeka. 

It has to be said again, it was a fantas
tic weekend and we're already looking for
ward to January 24, 1970 ! 

MERRILL AITCillSON 

BILL McLATCffiE 

JERRY COACHER 

BOB STEWART 

HANK WURTHMANN 
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What's coming up next? 
Feb. 22 - Pikes Peak Chapter Parade 
Mar. 22 - Cedar Rapids, la. Chapter Parade 
Mar. 22 - Sioux Falls Chapter Parade 
Mar. 29 - Algona, Iowa Chapter Parade 
Mar. 29 - Grand JIJ.nctlon, Colorado Parade 
Mar. 29 - Des Moines, Iowa Chapter Parade 
Mar. 29 - Davenport, Iowa Novice Quartet 
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Merrill Aitchison 
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Tips from The Top 
By HOWARD ?vfESECHER 

"WHERE DO WE GET ARRANGEMENTS?" 
For the newer quartets Jl14t ' starting, 

one of the big problems ls "Where do we 
find the music to sing?'' our International 
Headquarters has just releas ed a new 
book - "HAPPINESS IS'' - Barbershop 
Quartet Songs. Included are some of the 
songs that everyone should be singing. 
They are some of the most recent big 
hits. For Instance, there ls a fine arrange
ment of "Mame", "Hello Dolly", "step 
to the Rear", "Mister Sandman", "You 
Wanted Someone to Play With" and many, 
many more. It ls one of the best things 
to be offered by our Musical Education 
program of the Society. 

Please remember - these are not Contest 
numbers. These are show song - fun songs. 
Write to lnt'l. H:fqtrs. - 6315 Third Ave. 
Kenosha, Wis. 53141. Tell them Howard 
Mesecher said you should be s inging songs 
from "HAPPINESS IS''. 

In A Chord - Howard 

P.S. Be sure to Include your check for 
$1.95 per copy. 

Meet Your 
CSA VP 

Bob Stewart 
I was launched on an unsuspecting world 

at 5:00 a.m. on a rainy SUnday morning 
on February 22nd, 1925. I was born In a 
flat over a store at the corner of 14th 
and Franklin In st. Louis, Missouri. The 
result of all this would make me an older, 
than I like to admit, native of st. Louis, 

Educattonwlse, I went through a more 
or less normal grammar school routine 
here In singing and on to Southwest High 
School. In high school I first became in
volved In singing In public, was in a prin
cipal role In operettas during my las t three 
years there, (The Red Mill, The Fortune 
Teller, and Katinka), was president of the 
BoY's Glee Club, member of the Mixed 
Chorus, the A Capella Choir, the Double 
Quartet, and the Madrigal Singers . South
west High being a very musically oriented 
school they sort of started the formation 
of a monster. Right before Graduation ex
ercises I joined the Navy and was Involved 
in that spat from '43 through '46. After 
the war I went to Washington Univers ity 
for about a year. 

In June of '63 I was a member of a 
Men's Social Club that put on musical 
shows, (matter of fact I di.rected one of 
those shows and wrote another). When one 
of the other members, Bob Schlueter, 
asked me to come to a Quartet rehearsal 
I was surprised to find that I was supposed 
to be the tenor! They took me to a meeting 
of the st. Louts #1 Chapter shortly after 
that and once I heard the Quartets ringing 

such gems as YONA I was HOOKED. Wow! 
Did I, and do I dig that sound 11 I 

I am happily married to a crabby old 
lady named Madge, who Is an active Sweet 
Adeline. She has produced five lovely chil
dren for us, a boy and four girls. The 
youngest will be 4 in eleven days, the oldest 
turned fink on us and made us Grandparents 
of a boy last October first. My child 
bride ls a real help and staunch supporter 
of all my Barbershop activities, 

I am a switchman for the N&W Rail
road and an Secretary for Lodge #439 of 
The Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen. 

My hobbles have ranged from tying files 
for fishing to maintaining sixteen tanks of 
Tropical fish. We have raised Hamsters 
and Irish Setters, had flying squirrels, 
turtles, lizards, and are nowownedbythree 
Siamese cats, (Samantha, Sabo, & Boo). 
I have carved wood figures, pins, and 
flshln' plugs. I speak am write a little, 
French, do some machine knitting, and 
hunting was a fascination for me for a 
while. Since 1963 when I left the ranks 
of the great unwashed I have, to practical 
purposes, given up all hobbles for Bar
bershopplng, you see, I'm HOOKED and 
that's that. 

In st. Louis #1 Chapter I have been 
Program V.P. and President and a mem
ber of the Board since then. I have been 
President of our Area Council am a.s such 
three years ago, I got the Area Competi
tions started on an lmmble bas is and it 
has grown to be qilite a successful thing. 
As you know, I was an Area Counselor 
for Columbia, st. Charles, and st. Louis 
suburban Chapters two· years ago and then 
someone on the District Nominating Com
mittee blew their cool and I snuck in as 
Missouri Division V.P. Right now I am 
Co-Chairman for the International Con
vention Committee for 1969, (anybody want 
a Job?). 

The first Quartet I sang with was the 
Archway Four and I reckon we set Bar
bershopplng back a good 25 years, (possibly 
the Worst Quartet in the world). Since 
then I have sung Tenor with "The Visit
ing Firemen", "The Compatibles' ' , "The 
Parade Four", and now I sing Tenor with 
a bunch of loonies known as "The ca
boosemen". I competed with "The Visit
ing Firemen" and "The Compatibles" 
(lost to both of •em). "The Caboosemen•~ 
have plans to compete as soon as we can 
break In a new Bar4 (ours, the guy who 
got me started In all this, just got trans
ferred to Atlanta, Ga.). 

Speaking of plans, my thoughts for the 
Missouri Division are that I hope to see 
the start of two new Chapters this year 
(something maybe at Lee's Summit nea: 
K.C., and I have what I consid~r hot 
prospects at Joplin and a good maybe at 
Sikeston). Missouri ls sort of like the 
District In that ·1s has a few hot spots 
of Barbershopplng surrounded by lots of 
space and I would like to see some equal
ization of the distances between Chapters 
by starting new ones In the blank spaces. 
These, of course, are long range plans 
and have to be achieved gradually. I hope 
to see an Area Competition started In 
the K.C. Area, pulling In st. Joe, Bethany, 
Nojoco, Leavenworth, and the proposed 
Lee's summit Chapters. I feel that Area 
Competitions with the profits going to 
LOGOPEDICS are more feasible than Dl-

(Conttnued on Page 3) 



Meet Your CSA VP . .. 
visional Competitions with a winner take 
profit factor at this time. 

In closing I can only say y'all come to 
st. Louis for the GREATEST BASH of all 
this next June 23rd through 28th. l'll see 
you there! 

SING-ularly sincerely, 
" Big Fat stew•• 

Just 
what 
the 

doctor 
ordered! 
By CSD PRESIDENT 
- Merrlll Aitchison 

I want to take this opportunity to thank 
all the wives for letting their husbands 
take a weekend ott and attend the 1969 
COTS school. This ls a great weekend for 
all the administrative otticers and is one 
that is always looked forward to attending. 

Fellows, we have been receiving excel
lent reports on this year's COTS school. 
This year' s instructors were received very 
well and received the attention of all the 
class members. You who were unable to 
attend, missed a good one. This weekend 
at COTS will help all of us be better 
Barber shoppers and I'm sure all of us are 
better equipped to do a better Job as ad
ministrative officers of our chapters. 

I'm sure all of you will have good times 
and bad times. The good times will by far 
out weigh the bad times. Fellows, this is 
a singing society and these are the good 
times. Bad times? I can't really think 
of any as our Society has so much to offer 
all of us. We have our many good Barber
shop arrangements, Quartet, HEP

1 
Chorus 

Director and COTS schools and of course 
our International Pre-lims, and Fall Chorus 
contest. All of these are provided to help 
and it behooves all of us to participate. 

Don't forget to take your Protention 
Pills in 1969 " The Year of the Pill" . 
Remember the recommended dosage is a 
series of 4 pllls. 

Plll #1 Planning 
Pill #2 Communicating 
Pill #3 Reviewing 
Pill #4 Follow Up 

Let's all try them and I think you will 
be surprised to see the r esults. We might 
also call the Operation Grow as really our 
goal is looking for more men with time to 
:;ing and why shouldn't we introduce them to 
Barbershopping. What a tremendous way to 
add new members. 

Fellows, we are always interested in your 
programs. If you have something you feel 
is good, drop me a note or even better to 
your Division Vice- President or Area Coun
selor. We are PLANNING to COMMUNI
CATE with you and helping in REVIEWING 
your program and work, plan and offer 
our FOLLOW UP services. All of our 
District programs are all directed toward 
the Chapter member and helping him to 
enjoy Barbershopptng. 

The best to you for 1969 - - "The Year 
of the Pill". 

1968 
Sam Cohen Award 

Winner 
Ed Fahnestock 

His qual1!1cations are as follows: He has 
been a barbershopper for 26 years. He 
served his chapter as President in 1946 
and 1947, 1948, 1949, and 1950, He served 
two terms as Central state District Presi
dent in 1951 and 1952. In 1954 he was 
certified as a Secretary- Timer, and has 
served in one or both capacities at in
numerable contests in this and other dis
tricts as well as on International panels . 
On many occasions he has served the dis
trict as its Chairman of Judges. He ls an 
outstanding Master of Ceremonies and has 
appeared at many shows and contests 
through- out the district. He will be remem
bered as the MC who changed tuxedo 
coats between each and ever y appearance 
on stage, from conventional black through 
red plaid to leopard. He sang baritone 

IN SYMPATHY 
The Central states District ex

presses its deepest sympathy to the 
Howard W. Mesecher family in the 
death of their daughter, Shirley, 

Pre-Lims 
To Waterloo. 

Yes, the Waterloo- Cedar Falls chapter 
of SPEBSQSA, the Twin Townaires, are most 
happy and proud to have been awarded the 
opportunity to host the Central States 1969 
Pre- lims. We are looking forward to and 
hoping for a record number of registrations 
this year. This makes for a real good com
petition and a good contest. 

Contest headquarters will be at the Clay
ton House Motel, 300 west Mullan Ave. in 
Waterloo, Iowa. T11e contest wlll be held 
at the West High School Auditorium. There 
isn't a bad seat in the house and the acous
tics are very, very good. 

More detailed in.formation wlll be malled 
out in the near future. I am sure all 
quartets have r eceived registration forms 
by this time, so get them in the mail 
fellows, we want to see you in Waterloo. 
Make your plans now and bring the family 
for a wonderful weekend of tun and barber
shop harmony. 

Ivan R. Yoss, Contest Chairman 
2222 Rainbow Drive 
Cedar Falls, Iowa 50613 

1n the Air Capitol quartet which was formed 
1n 1950 and represented the Central states 
District in International competition in 1952, 
1953 and 1954. 

Probably his most important contribution 
to our society, was his foresight in recom
mending that the Institute of Logopedics in 
Wichita, Kansas be adopted as our unified 
service project. He was the flrsttosuggest 
this relationship and had much to do with 
the final arrangements as we know 1t today. 
He has continued his interest in the Insti
tute and in 1967 served as Chairman of 
the International Service Committee, which 
coordinates the efforts and contributions of 
chapter , districts, and our International So
ciety. His contribution to our district and 
our society has been that of a well- rounded 
barbers hopper -- a chorus member, quartet 
man, administrator, judge, and an innovator. 

4th Annual Quartet, 
Judge & Fifth Man 
School Is Set. 

The Fourth Annual Rocky Mountain Di
vision Quartet, Judge, and Fifth Man School 
1s scheduled for Saturday, March 11 1969 
at the Voyager Inn on I-70 at Chambers 
Road, a couple of miles east of Aurora, 
Colorado. The faculty will be as follows: 
Gene Crawford - Dean, Tom Johnson - Voice 
Expression, SWede Martinson - Harmony 
Accuracy, Pete Tyree -Balance and Blend, 
Jerry Snediger - Stage Presence, Chuck 
Norviel - 5th Man. 

Each year that this school has been 
conducted, something new has been added. 
As a direct result of having the 5th Man 
last year, several of the attendees have 
entered the District Judging program. 
Therefore, this year the Candidate Judging 
session has been included. Th1s years pro
gram has been enlarged to pro\'ide enter
tainment for wives and friends as well. 
''Show Time'' is scheduled to begin at 
7:30 P.M. with presentations by the quar
tets that have participated in the days 
schooling and will be concluded with a 
s hoWing of the 1968 International Contest 
film. 

All student attendees will pay a fee of 
$5.00 which will cover coffee breaks as 
well as lunch. The combination Dinner 
and Show Time will be an additional $5.00. 
Any fUnds collected for the "Show Time" 
performance, in excess of rental fees, will 
be put in escrow for the Division Quartet
Chorus travel fUnd to District contest in 
Omaha, 



Central States Current 

HARMONY HAWKS - Cedar Rapids , la . 

Q;! 

TONE MASTERS - Des Moines Chapter 
Contact Man - G. w. Lewallen 

5180 N. W. 64th Pl. 
Des Moines, Iowa 50323 

FOUR LEAF CLOVERS - Fllnt Hills Chapter 
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753 Whittler st. 
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Contact Man - Tom Smith 
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Contact Man - Bob stewart 

434 8 Potomac st. 
st. Louis, Mo. 63116 

VALI-FOUR - Waterloo - Cedar Rapids 
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Contact Man - Rich Wandllng 
217 Solley 
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7808 Rosewood Lane 
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You Won't 
Be Blue 

• 1n 
Waterloo! 

March 2,3,4 

T he Year 

o f th e Lyon 
By MIKE EVERARD 

1969 ls the Year of the Lyon as Daven
port Chapter, the Chorus with the " WOW 
SOUND'' moves out under the leadership 
of President Larry Lyons. Sixteen members 
attended a greaf COTS in Ltncoln, Nebraska 
in January. Our of:!icers were installed 
at our arulUal Christmas party in December 
when the guest of honor was Hugh Ingra
ham, Director of Communications Inter
national Headquarters of our Society. 

March 29th is the date set for the sixth 
annual Novice Quartet Contest, to be held 
at the Davenport YM- YWCA. We invite 
interested quartets to enter by contacting 
Gi!ne Kimble, #3 Columbia court NW, 
Davenport, Iowa. 

One of the biggest guest nights in our 
chapters history took place February 6. 
Six new members were officially inducted 
into our chapter, among them, Don Mese
cher, son of Haward Mesecher, our great 
director. That makes two sons of our 
director who have become ''busters". 

February 15th was the annual Awards 
Night !or the Chordbusters held at the 
Moline Elks. A great turnout of members 
and wives heard from our District Presi
dent, Merrill Aitchison. 

Remember it's Davenport in ' 70. 

Dropp ed 5'ereRnartJe 
Quarte ts ~~ MEMBER OF PROBE 
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John s on in Jun e 
Beginning tn Cheyenne, Wyoming on May 

31 and June 1, Bob Johnson wUI be paying 
off the Protentlon Award to the Chapter for 
their 1967 achievement. Then follows stops 
in Grand Junction, Colo. on June 2nd, Colo
rado Springs on June 3rd, Hutchinson, Kan
sas, June 4th and June 5th in Columbia,. 
Missouri. 

On Friday night, June 6th, Bob will hold 
a District wide school for Chorus Direc
tors, Co- Dir ectors, Assistant Directors, 
and Could-be- Directors at the Kirkwood 
Hotel, Des Moines, Iowa. Regis tration fee 
is $1.50 per person and room rates run 
from $7 .50 to $9. 50 per day. All registra
tions will be handled through Harold Parry 
and a registration blank will appear in a 
forthcoming Issue of the " Serenade". The 
school will run until noon on Sunday, June 
8th. 

Clock Watch 
(Continued on Page 6) 
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Men of good chararcter??? A foursome 
of character s , The Quarter Moons, 1969 
comedy quartet winners from Davenport, 

Iowa. Left to right, with pot, Burt Gibney, 
Dick Rode, Fran Shawver and Gene Kimble. 

Quarter Moons Win Comedy Contest . . . 
By r>IlKE EVERARD 

Dressed in a variety of hillbilly costumes, 
the Quarter Moons quartet won first place 
in the second annual comedy Quart.et Con
test sponsored by the Davenport Chapter. 
The backwoods foursome, Burt Gibney, 
Fran Shawver, Gene Kimble, and Dick Rode 
dellghted the audience with their version 
of ''Don't Tear That Little Brown Build
ing Down". 

In second place were the Four Flushers, 
a cleaning crew consisting of Norm SWan
son, Roger Thompson, Jim Lange and Ben 
Hastie. Chairman of Judges for the contest 
was Bob Oberhaus, bass of the Hub Bubs. 
Prior to the contest, the Chordbusters, 
under the direction of Howard Mesecher, 
performed their first "sing- In'· of the year 
at the annual Davenport "Y" Membership 
dinner. 

~~ 

Successfu I Parade 
At Iowa City 

By DON DOBBE 
On JUnary 25th, the Old Capitol Chorus 

presented their annual Barber shop Parade 
with the theme "those old phonograph 
r ecords" . Guest quartets were the Mid
night Oilers and the Citations. They were 
just great and we hope to have them back 
someday. The chapter was also proud to 
present their own quartets, The Uncalled 
Four, the Show Toppers, the Four- Towners 
and the Par Four. They are all competi
tion minded. It took a great deal of plannlng 
and hard work to make a success of our 
show and no one was more determined 
than our director, Curt Struyk. Curt will 
be leaving us in the near future aoo we thank 
him for all hls contributions to our chapter. 

Smorgasbord 
At Sheldon 

By AL VOGEL 
The Cbordmasters and their wives en

joyed a smorgasbord supper for their an
nual Christmas party. After the meal, 
the Rev. Bowerman performed the Installa
tion service for our new 1969 officers. Our 
newest quartet, The Mystery Quartet, sang 
a couple of songs and the Dlaltones also 
rang a few chords. They also presented 
a skit they bad spent many hours working 
on. The Barbershopper of the Year Certi
ficate was presented to Edwin Fischer 
and the chorus finished up with a wood
shedding session. 

The Chordmasters have been busy with 
singouts at the Boyden Presbyterian Church; 
at an all barbershop program with the 

LeMars and storm Lake Chapte r s pre
sented at Primghar for the foster children's 
home at Peterson; and at the Chamber of 
Commerce meeting at Rock Rapids. 

Snow, rain, and ice have put a big dent 
in our practice sessions. We have had 
chorus practice three times in the last 
two months. As the old saying goes, "The 
wind doth blow and we shall have snow. " 

St. Louis Bound 
By JERRY NELSON 

The Cedar Rapids Harmony Hawks are 
planning a full program of chapter actl
vlUes for this year. Since this ls our third 
consecutive year of preparation for Inter
national Chorus Competition, and what with 
our own District competition becoming 
keener each year, much of our time Is 
spent in concentrated rehearsals. We sin
cerely hope that the old saying that the 
third time Is the charm wm come true 
this year, not only for our own chapter, 
but for the Central states District as well. 

To begin the year, the Harmony Hawks 
wm be hosting two consecutive guest nights 
on February 6, and February 13th. The 
Administrative V. P., Dick Leighton, and 
his membership committee are hard at 
work seeking out potential new members, 
and Program V.P. Dave Dickens and the 
program committee are busy wlth plans 
for the guests. 

Quartet promotion ls well under way 
within the chapter. We are strlvtng to give 
each member the opportunity and exper
ience of quarteting and to develop a strong 
attitude for this vital phase of Bar ber
shopping. With an eye on the Davenport 
Novice Quartet Contest, March 29th, we 
hope to support this annual event with as 
many quartets as possible. These new four
somes wm have the opportunity to try out 
their numbers before a very sympathetic 
audience when they will be asked to per
form at our Annual sweet Heart Party on 
February 22nd. This yearly event for our 
Ladles will culminate our last years acti
vities with presentations and awards, and 
give us a boost into this years programs, 

The 19th Annual Parade of Champions 
wtll be held on March 22nd and will feature 
such quartets as the Avant Garde, the Mid
night Oilers, the Singing Jensons, our own 
Vigortones, and the Harmony Hawks Chorus 
in the " Toy Land Theme". 

Jim Poindexter 
Award Presented 

By BOB WHITE 
NOJOCO's F irst President, Dr. John 

Baeke, assis ted by Mrs. Baeke, again in
stalled the new Chapter Officers in what 
has become one of NOJOCO's annual tradi
tions. Officers wlll be Martin Gray, Presi
dent; Harry Clifford, Administrative v. P.; 
Bob White Program v. P.; Jay Schmidt, 
Secretary; and George Chambers, Treas
urer. Board Members include Elston Schra
der, Larry Booker, Fred Harper, and Hilles 
Mc Lane. (Continued on Page 7) 



One ot the highlights ot the Installation 
Dinner, was the presentation of the nrst 
Jlm Poindexter Award. nus wtll be an 
annual event for NOJOCO BOTY. Wtnntng 
this honor for 1968 was a member who 
put tn much time and work tn doing many 
things that few members wtll do, such 
as keeping the music straight, helping any 
place needed, always present and ready 
to do anything asked. We are proud of Carl 
Erickson, NOJOCO BOTY - 1968. 

Each fifth Thursday of the month ts 
Special Guest Night for NOJOCO. Jan
uary 3oth was one at which the cold and 
icy condltlons probably kept the attendance 
down, but not the tun, companionship and 
the stngtng. It was a great evening wlth 
Heart of America members and Dlck John
son of Fort Dodge helping us to entertain 
our guests. 

Fort Dodge Insta lls 
By DON LANGR 

A new singing group was discovered at 
the Fort Dodge Town and Country Chapter 
Annual Installation of C1ftcers and Ladles 
Night. After the formal installation ot offi
cers by Jerry Leslie, president of the 
Omaha Chapter, the ott1.cers gave a sample 
of their singing talent. Does anyone need 
a quintet for their show? The evening wa.s 
otherwtse a big success and all enjoyed 
themselves. Entertainment was supplied by 
a newly organized, sttll unnamed quartet, 
the Three Buds and a 1born, the Cbord
huskers with a fabulous rendition of the 
Quartet :from Rigoletto, and special "guest" 
quartet, once and still champions, the 
Foreman. The special evening was arranged 
and M.C.'d by Dean Wilson, a real organ
izer. 

The Barbershopper of the Year Award 
was presented to a former chapter presi
dent, Elmer Olson, and was presented by 
last years winner, Bruce Watnem. A special 
award was presented to Maurice Thornes 
in honor ol. his dedication and effort as a 
barbers hopper. 

A December sing-out for the chorus 
was the annual visit to the Fort Dodge 
Hospitals for caroling. The chorus also 
paid final tribute by singing at the funeral 
of Leo P. (Pete) Hammes. Hewtll be missed 
by all his fellow members. 

The new chapter officers attended COTS 
in January and are all fired up. The chap.. 
ter ls on the move tn '69 and has planned 
a great barbers hopper year. 

Those Rip Chords 
By HERB CRAPSON 

This ts a story of the Rlp Chords, that 
foursome from the Topeka chapter who are 
making a name for themselves in this 
district. The four are Jerry Goacher 
lead, Dr, Herschel stroud, Baritone, To~ 
Knoebber, bass, and Greg Lyne, tenor. 
They are not only good singers, they are 
good administrators. Both Jerry and Tom 
are past chapter presidents, and both Her
schel and Greg are past chorus directors. 
All have served on numerous committees. 
Jerry ls now District Vice- President for 

Kansas, Herschel, Tom and Greg are Area 
Counselors. Greg ls a leading arranger 
in the Society. They all attended the Chap.. 
ter aficers and Directors Trainlng School 
in Lincoln, Nebraska. A week later they 
were in Session with International Field 
Representative, Chet Fox in Topeka. They 
were discussing probable new chapters in 
Kansas and the problems of weak chapters 
and what to do about it. They strive to 
build a better qua.rtet, they strive to build 
a better Society. That is Barbershopping. 

"This Is Your Life" 
By JIM NUGENT 

"Tilis ls Your Life, Travel-Aires" was 
the theme of the program foUowing the 
installation ot officers ot the High Plains 
Chapter in Hays, Kansas, February 11th. 
The purPOSe of the program was to give 
recognltlon to Dick Woodall and Don Kready 
for many years of leadership to barber
shoppers ln Kansas, and to all members of 
their quartets, past and present. 

The program traced the development of 
the qua.rtet from its earllest days as the 
"Robins" in 1956 when Doo Kready sang 
lead; Dick Woodall, baritone; Lyle Meredith, 
tenor; and Lyle Toepfer, bass, Im Russell, 
Kansas. 

Dick moved to WaKeeney and Don to 
Colby tn 1957. They started the Travel
Alres with Lloyd Freeman at tenor, and 
Boyd Bainter at baritone. (For some 
strange reason, Woodall switched to bass). 
Anecdotes were told about the quartet as 
it endured two more personnel changes. 
Gary Trexler joined the group ln 1963 
and sang lead as Don switched to tenor. 
Boyd and Gary retired in 1968 and were 
replaced by Ron Ochs and Mlck Cannon. 

All nlne of the "Travel-Aires" (and 
Robins) are current members of the Ingh 
Plains Chapter, and were present at the 
meeting. They pleased the audience with 
songs by the orlglnal groups (in the origi
nal parts) and with the nine vo'lces com
bined. 

As a special surprise compllment to the 
travel- Aires, the District Champion m
Landers accepted an invitation from the High 
Plains Chapter and "dropped in" from 
Denver (350 miles west) to salute the TA's 
with song and renew old acquaintances. 
(They hadn't seen each other since the Trav
el-Aires surprised the Denver and Fort 
Collins chapters wtth visits Janaury 17 and 
18 at the invitation of the HI-Landers.) 
The Travel-Aires and In- Landers then con
ducted a "barbershop battle" which ended 
With the crowd cheering for more. 

Trouble In River City 
By BOB HARNACK 

Snowed out, sleeted out, and frozen out 
was the January story of the River City 
chapter. D1d manage to squeeze tn one good 
rehearsal and one sing out between the 
storms. We took a chartered bus to 
Bricelyn, Minnesota on Jan. 2oth where we 
sang for a former member, Tom Kimball. 
Tom's high school class SPonsored the pro
gram to raise money for actlvttles they 
plan to carry out. 

The weather has bee.n so bad since the 
blg snow ot Dec. 21st when about 35 bar
bershopping couples celebrated at a Christ
mas party that our Novice Quartet Contest 
had to be cancelled and we bad to hold 
over the Cincinnati convention film an extra 
week. We did manage to put up four new 
SPEBSQSA road signs at the entrances 
to the city before the weather got too bad. 

The Midwest Four bas been worklnghard 
whenever the weather permitted them to 
get together and they plan to enter the spring 
contest at Waterloo. We are sorry to rePort 
that the Panics have decided to call It quits. 
They did a splendid job of representing 
River City for several years, 

A great spring Parade ls scheduled for 
April 19th featuring the Auto Towners and 
the Championship &'Weet Adeline quartet 
from Mt. Pleasant. Our Booster campaign, 
under the leadership of Chet Crum, ls 
getting off to a good start and tfthe weather 
wlll start cooperating a little, River City 
should have anouther fine year under our 
new (same) President, Phil llmget. 
~ 

CBS Fails 
By GENE HUTCHINS 

The Kossuth County Com Belt Chorus 
from the Algona Chapter starts the new 
year wlth a well balanced chorus and good 
prospects for a successful 1969, follow
ing Inroads made on practices and activi
ties arising out of a busy harvest sea.son 
and inclement weather including many im
passable roads in the area. Master bar
bershopper, Freeman Groat of Fort Dodge, 
is continuing to direct the chorus which 
has to its credit several commendable 
year-end actlvttles and interesting pros
pects for the future. 

Several pre-Christmas sing- outs drew 
praise for the chorus and director, wlth 
the outstanding engagement be l n g the 
Christmas Carol program at the Garrigan 
lngh school banquet December 22nd hon
oring Eduard Kalb of Germany. Over 600 
persons attended of the more than 800 ex
pected despite the blizzard conditions, and 
twenty-six chorus members were able to 
make lt and formed a well-balance chorus. 
Mr. Kalb was formerly a prisoner of war 
at the former Algona prison camp and 
during that tlme be designed and directed 
construction of a nativity scene which has 
received considerable national recognlUon. 
The scene was moved to a specially con
structed building at the Algona. Falr Grounds 
and ts viewed by thousands each year. 
CBS planned to fllm and record the dinner 
actlvlttes and expressed particular Interest 
when informed that the barbershop chorus 
would sing, However, the bllzzard grounded 
the CBS camera and recording c rew at 
Chicago. 



St. Louis Plans • • • 

By BOB STEWART 
on Sunday afternoon, February 16, at the 

prospective Headquarters Hotelforthe 1969 
International Convention, (The Sheraton
Jefferson), the Committee Chairmen and 
women met with Convention Chairman, Dr. 
Norman Rathert and Co-Chairman, Bob 
stewart and George strebler to plan meet
ings and question and answer sessions With 
Society Director of Communications, Hugh 
Ingraham. Hugh ts to be In st. Louts 
during the week of February 15 through 
2200 for up tight meetings with all Com
mittee beads am their aides. Plans are 
being formed and car.rled out even as 
early as now to Insure that all Barber
shopplng wlll have the finest Convention 
In the Society's history. 

It is of a signal honor that the m. Louts 
hosting coincides with the term of our 
Central mates favorite soo Bob Gall's 
International Presidency. We have nodoubt 
that the registration from this District 
will be by far the heaviest of any other 
District total. Let's all make a pact to 
meet at the confluence of the wide Missouri 
am the Father of Waters in JUne for the 
Barbe.rshop Bash of all time In Archvllle. 
Y'all come! I! 

We Apologize 
We wish to correct two errors on the 

WOW WHAT A SOUND album cover. 

1. The Heart of America Chorus is lo
cated In Missouri, not Kansas. 

2. Tbe selection "All Alone' ' on side 2 
was sung by the Kirkwood Pioneers, Kirk
wood, Missouri. It was listed as being 
sung by that great champion chorus the 
Pony Expressmen from st. Joseph, Mis-

CSA International 

PRE-LIMS 
May 2,3,4, 1969 

You Won't Be 
Blue In 

Waterloo! 

sour!. 
We s1Dcerety regret these errors and 

extern apologies to the chapters Involved. 

Michael C. Everard 
Public Information ottlcer 
Davenport Chapter Cbordbusters 

CSA 
Men of 

Note 

MAN OF NOTE #1: Harold Moorman, 
Chet Regler, Al Albright, Charles Keech, 
Curtis Green, Harlan Lien, MorrJe Clester
elch, Richard Ferneau, Charles Ford, Erik 
Eriksen, Arrud Flewelling, Virgil Quint, 
Elmer Oche, Paul Namico, George Hot-

1968 
Central States District 

Chorus Contest 

-Album 

WOW What 
A Sound! 

man, Daniel Ritz, Gordon Walker, George 
Brooks, Glen Claycamp, Clarence Gile, 
Galen King, Howard Southworth, Alfred 
Lampe, Al Franke, Lowell Accola, Monty 
Duerksen, Hilles McLane, Gerald Hottman. 

MAN OF NOTE #2: Paul Brown, Richard 
Kryzanek, Burton Mahle, Loren Hedstrom, 
A. G. Van Kooten, Fred Wagaman, Wemall 
Taylor, Erwin Gile, Sal Ianazzo, William 
Bie, George Burmeister, Terry Tingwald, 
Kent Jimmerson, Howard Southworth, Dar
rell Couch, Terry Rotsum, Elston Schroe
der. 

MAN OF NOTE #3: Henry Kieffer, Tom 
Powers, Howard Mesecher, Richard Kry
zanek, Wllllam Votapka, Carlton Coen, 
Francis Rey, Darrell 5'tattord, Robert Darr, 
Mel Hausman, Kim Gross. 

MAN OF NOTE 114: Richard Jannssen, 
Bob Weise, Robert stewart. MAN OF NOTE 
#5: Leo Duncan. MAN OF NOTE tf1: Ivan 
Yoss. MAN OF NOTE #8: Ivan Yoss, Don 
Doering. MAN OF NOTE #10: Burt Gibney, 
Warren Nichols. MAN OF NOTE #12 : Burt 
Gibney. 

18 Great Chorus 
Selections 
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