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OFFICERS OF CENTRAL STATES MEET 
IN WICHITA 

One of the best meetings ever held by the 
brass of the Central States Association was 
held from 2:30 to 7:00 p. m. Saturday, August 
I, at the Broadview Hotel in Wichita. In spite 
of the distances involved. all of the officers 
were present and from the Wichita Chapter, 
Fahnestock, Palmer, Standifer and Batchelder 
were present. together with the four fine gen
tlemen from Pittsburg chapter mentioned in an
other article. 

E ight or ten items of business were handled, 
including the two most time-consuming ones; 
that of selecting men for the very important 
job of Area Counselors for the coming year, 
and the colossal p roblem of district chons 
contests. 

T he necessity for affording every chapter 
chorus in the district an opportunity to com
pete for appearance in the International con
test orr11piecl the thoughts of those present for 
more than an hour. The question of financing 
transportation for large bodies of men in 
choruses over the comparatively long distances 
involved in the district was the biggest hurdle. 
It was finally decided that a questionnaire 
would be sent out to each Chapter, which has 
been accomplished by this date. If your Chap
ter hasn't filled in the questionnaire, do so a t 
once. S ince this chorus contest deal is new, 
your conscientious officers are forced to pro
ceed cautiously until they have had more ex
perience. 

Few Barbershoppers realize the importan:e 
of the hard work and diligent thoughts that 
go into the operation of the district. Be patient, 
Fellers, we're doing tbe best we can and we 
need your help and suggestions. 

INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT JOHNNY 
MEANS SUFFERS HEART ATTACK 
Johnny Means was ordered to the hospital 

for a period o f at least two weeks with com
plete rest and relaxation, to be followed by 
several additional weeks of restric ted activity. 
Fortunately, there appears to have been little 
damage to his heart a nd response to treatment 
has been most encouraging. Messages of cheer 
should be sent to room No. 226, Memorial 
Hospital. Manitowoc, Wisconsin. 

It seems that the Society has been encounter
ing considerable bad news of this category in 
the last few months. It is probably due to the 
fact that most International officers and board 
members are very busy people and the ten
dency is for them to operate under consideral:le 
p ressure, not only in business and personal 
affairs but also to some extent in Society af
fairs. We owe these guys more than we c~n 
ever repay. T he best of luck, Johnny, an<l may 
your recovery be rapid and complete. 

PARADE AND SHOW DATES OF 
VARIOUS CHAPTERS 

CLINTON, IOWA, PARADE 
September 26, 1953 

WICHITA, KAN., BLOOD DONOR SHOW 
October 10, 1953 

PITTSBURG, KAN., DISTRICT CONTEST 
October 17, 1953 

DENVER, COLORADO, PARADE 
October 24, 1953 

DAVENPORT, IOWA, PARADE 
October 31, 1953 

EMMETSBURG, IOWA, PARADE 
November 1, 1953 

ELKADER, IOWA, PARADE 
November 6, 1953 

JOPLIN, MISSOURI, PARADE 
November 7, 1953 

SPENCER, IOWA, PARADE 
November 14, 15, 1953 

SPRINGFIELD, MO., PARADE 
January 30, 31, 1954 

FORT MADISON, IOWA, PARADE 
February 28, 1954 

DES MOINES, IOWA, PARADE 
April 3, 1954 

ELDORADO, KANSAS 
April 23, 1954 

KANSAS CITY, MO., POST-EASTER 
PARADE 

April 24, 25, 1954 

OUR BELOVED OW EN CASH 
PASSES ON 

The grand fellow in whose mind was 
first conceived the idea of an organiza
tion to perpetuate the pleasure and value 
of good, old-fashioned barbershop har
mony singing, the fellow who had the 
inspiration that has made so many good 
fellows happy has passed on to his 
eternal reward. 

Owen C. Cash, our fou nder, was prob
ably the most famous Barbershopper in 
the world and some 30-odd thousand 
Barbershoppers mourn his loss. 

We'll all miss him terribly, but we 
know when he gets Up There, there v..ill 
be a tenor, a lead, and a bass singer wait
ing to sing with the most enthusias:ic 
baritone singer the world has produc~d 
up to now. 

We can best serve his memory and 
further immortalize his life by continui:J.g 
to promote and improve and expand this 
fine, human, fun-having, harmony or
ga nization. 

PITTSBURG GETTING READY FOR THE 
DISTRICT QUARTET AND CHORUS 

CONTEST 
The members of the Pittsburg, Kansas, Chap

ter are busily engaged in tbe task of getting 
ready for the district contests to be held on 
October 17. Something new will be added this 
time with the advent of the first District Chorus 
Contest. 

No doubt, your President and Secretary have 
received quartet entry blanks which should be 
filled out as early as possible by all of those 
quartets who intend to enter the contest. Also, 
don 't fail to get your check in for gcod seats 
at all o f the performances. 

A part of the hard~working contest com
mittee met with the Central States Association 
executive committee in Wichita on August 1 
and got the lowdown on the proper way to 
conduct a contest. T ed Grassi, the Pittsburg 
President, Al York, Secretary, Corl Blockwcll, 
and Tony Baima made the day-long trip there 
and back, (of course, they formed a quartet) 
and the executive committee appreciated it very 
much. 

If hard work a nd imagination and diligen t 
effort will make the thing a success there is no 
doubt about the outcome. T his fine little city 
is well equipped to handle such a cor.test and 
we want to urge every member in the Central 
States District to plan to attend, particularly 
those up-and-coming qua rtets and choruses. 

JOHN (NOISEY, AIN'T I) HAMMOND 
The above signature was found at the bot

tom of a clever little chapter paper known as 
the W ichi-Tones, published for the bmefit of 
the members of tbe Wichita, Kansas, Chapter. 
The fine publication is very cleverly done and 
I just wanted to mention it to give a guy a 
boost for a job well done. Congratulations, 
John (T he Windy One) Hammond. 

BULLETIN 
News has just come that Central States' 

own Berney Simner. President of the C lay
ton. Missouri, chapter, has been named Act
ing International President. As me:itioned 
elsewhere in this issue, both Johnnie Means, 
International President, and Carl Jones, 
International V. P., are quite ill and Berney's 
appointment was made by emergency action 
of the International Board. 

Carl Jones' condition is very critical. we 
understand, but President Johnnie is steadily 
irnprovlng and should be able to l'cassumc 
his top position after his recuperation. 



WICHITA, KANSAS, CHAPTER BRINGS 
HONOR TO ITSELF AND THE 
CENTRAL STATES DISTRICT 

The Wichita, Kansas, Chapter is tops in 
the nation in Community Service. The Inter
national Committee on Community Service, 
through careful analysis and computation, ar
rived at the decision in Detroit in June and 
proper recognition was made to Wichita by 
Rollen F. Davis, Chairman of the committee. 

This fine barbershop chapter of more than 
200 members in the fast-growing town of 
Wichita is one of the outstanding chapters in 
the nation. They richly deserve the honor be
stowed upon them by this award. 

Their many appearances. both as quartets 
and chorus. at Veterans Hospitals. M>sonic 
functions, American Legion activities. a nd many 
o~ers. are topped off very brigh tly with the 
annual Parade to which thousands of people 
in Wichita look forward each yea r. The most 
outstanding thing in this writer's mind is the 
annual show a t which the only acceptable ad
mission fee is a receipt from the Red Cross for 
a pint of blood. Many hundreds of pints of 
this very needed blood has been donated thru 
the Wichita Chapter activities. (Their next 
show, by the ' way, is October 10th) (a plug}. 

- - If you-~ive-dese0y or- far away a nd can-go, 
don't fail to attend. 

Congratulations, Wichita Members. a nd hats 
off to you for earning this fine a ward. 

CARROLL ADAMS NEW ADDRESS 

Carroll Adams is now located more or less 
permanently in Pittsfield, Mass.. and a nyone 
interested in writing him should do so at P. 0. 
Box 425, Pittsfield, Massachusetts. Carroll is 
anxious to hear from all of the Ba rbershoppers 
in the Society and particularly requested that 
all chapter and district bulletins be forwarded 
to him so that he could keep posted on activi
ties. 

Drop Carroll a line when you feel so dis
posed. 

PREXY GEORGE WILLIAMS TAKES 
OVER EDITORSHIP OF SERENADE 
It is with the greatest of pleasure that your 

secretary announces the change in editorship of 
this publication. George Williams, with many 
y,ears of successful experience in the news
paper business, has agreed to take on the pub
lication of the Serenade, beginning with its 
next issue. 

George plans to put out a tabloid size news
paper which_will be mu~h larg~r than this sheet 
and will contain much interesting a nd varied 
news about Central States activities and affairs. 
More space can be afforded to individual chap
ter activities, which was practically impossible 
in this size publication. 

With his experience, enthusiasm and facilities. 
you can expect a considerably improved Dis
trict publication. Look forwa rd to the first 
issue. 

NEW CHAPTER AT CONCORDIA, KAN. 

The newest chapter in the District. so far 
as this office knows. is the Concordia, Kansas. 
chapter which was formed recently with 24 
charter members and a lot of enthusiasm. The 
chapter is in area 12. The estimable Area 
Counselor is Sam Cohen of Junction City. 
Kansas. 

R. C. Powell at 437 West 8th Street, Junc
tion City, is President, and Earl Wright of 
304 West 9th Street is Secretary. The chapter 
was sponsored by the Seneca, Kansas, chap
ter, the Osborne County Chapte r, and the 
Saline Chapter. 

Best of luck to you.1>e guys in Concordia for 
a bang-up chapter and a lot of fun. 

INTERNATIONAL FIRST VIC~ 
PRESIDENT CARL JONES TENDERS ms 

RESIGNATION 

Carl Jones of Terre Haute, Indiana, one of 
the great Barbershoppers of the day tendered 
his resignation to the International Board upon 
the advice of his physician. Carl has a pul
monary condition which has brought about 
sharp curtailment of his extra-curricular ac
tivities. The Society will certainly miss his 
contribution as an administrator as well as his 
enthusiasm and ability. Fortunately, however 
it appears that Carl will be able to accept an 
occasional judging assignment and will be per
mitted to sing with his quartet, The Minor 
Chords, once In a while. The Board will elect 
a man, to fill his unexpired term at the Mid
Winter meeting in Minneapolis in January. 

1954 CONVENTION BOOKS 
ABOUT GONE 

If seems a long way off to June of 1954, but 
if you expect to be one of the several thousand 
Barbershoppers to enjoy the International Med
alist contest in Washington. D. C .. you had 
better make plans now. 
- Ttrere are on1Y-700 oooksleff ana those are 
going fast. Good Barbershoppers in the Cen
tral States District will not want to miss this 
"out of this world" convention, so Qet on the 
ball and send your checks in now. Make them 
payable to the Convention Treasurer, 
SPEBSQSA, Inc. Fee is $7.50 per person. 

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES REPORTS 

~ 
NEOSHO, MISSOURI: Jimmy Carnes writes 
that the Neosho Chapter held a watermelon 
feed on August 16th. with a good crowd of 
Barbershoppers and their families as guests. 
Also members of Joplin and Springfield, Mo .. 
chapters were special guests. Other entertain
ment affairs included the Lions Club supper in 
July and the JJB Farm Picnic. 

ST. LOWS, MISSOURI1 $1500 from the Tri
Chapter's parade held on May 9th was given 
to Father Dempsey's charity in St. Louis. The 
Clayton, St. Louis No. I and Ye Old Tymers 
Chapters grouped together to put on one of 
the most successful parades in St. Louis history. 
It's fine when three good chapters are close 
together and can enjoy numerous inter-chapter 
affairs. 

F_QRI...00 ___ 0.GBJ.OWA: Held <!!lllllal p_arade_ 
with two local and three outside quartets along 
with the Fort Dodge Chorus. Two Fort Dodge 
Quartets participated in the charter present<1-
tion program of the Emmetsburg Chapter. The 
Emmetsburg Chapter was sponsored by the 
Spencer. Iowa, Chapter of President George 
Williams. 

LINCOLN, NEBRASKA: The Cornhusker 
Chapter has more or less come to life and 
begins considerable activities with the en
thusiasm and experience of Bob Bridewell, new 
member and new Secretary of that Chapter, 
formerly of Wichita, Kansas. Their activities 
have included entertainment at PT A meetings. 
Eagle Lodge meetings. television programs. 
Veterans hospital and last but not least. a grand 
ladies night meeting which was attended by 
many Barbershoppers and their wives from 
Lincoln as well as a group from nearby Omaha 
Chapter. Best of luck. Cornhuskers and Bob 
Bridewell. 

ABILENE, KANS.~S: The May 21st Show of 
the Abilene, Kansas, Chapter was well attend
ed and a splendid program was provided by the 
Abilene Chorus, along with the Four Notes 
from Salina, Kansas, the Hut Four ·of Fort 

Riley, Kansas, the Smokey Valley Four and the 
Four Teens. keep 'em singing In Abilene, Floyd 
Picking. 

DAVENPORT, IOWA: The Davenport Chap
ter. one of the newest and rnost active chapters 
in the district, has had some fun over the last 
six or seven months. according to Bob Ober
haus. secreta ry. Th~ir activities included sing
ing to help obtain money to rebuild a burned
out church, March of Dime?s benefit show. 
Chamber of Comme?rce banquet, Booster Club 
of Princeton, Iowa, and a Barbershop picnic a t 
Lake Story, Galesburg, Ill inois. They met with 
members from Fort Madison, Iowa. and Chilli
cothe. Emporia , Rock Island, and Canton. Illi
nois. Tha t's a grand array of first-rate activities 
for your up-and-coming cha pter. and con
gratula tions to the members and officers. in
cluding Bob Oberhaus. 

NORTH PLATTE, NEBRASKA: Accord;n,, 
to Rolly Mead. Secretar}'". this chapter had 
considerable activities in entertaining a hos
pital be?nefit, Lions Club district meeting. in
cluding the banquet at Maywood. Nebraska, in 
which the quartets and chorus all performed. 
The North Platte chapter is continually search
ing for blending voices and helping to create 
interest for quartets by encouraging prospective 
members to get together. 

BOULDER, COLORADO: Along with being 
helpful a nd instrumental in helping to make the 
Regiona l Contest at Longmont the success it 
was, the Boulder Chapter has been busy with 
entertainment at Fitzsimmons General Hospital 
(Army) at Denver with their Timberliners 
Quartet, held a fine Annual Parade soon after 
the Longmont meeting which included many 
excellent quartets from the Longmont Contest. 
According to the activities report, the show 
was not too successful financially, although it 
couldn't have been anything short of perfect 
from an artistic standpoint from the list of 
quartets which appeared. Try again next year, 
Boulder Chapter, and the best of luck for your 
next Parade. 

RICE COUNTY CHAPTER, LYONS, KAN
SAS: Secretary Don E. Snyder reports a Spring 
Parade of Quartets in which ten quartets and 
the Rice County Chapter Chorus participated. 
Due to bad weather. the crowd was small and 
most of the income was spent for expenses of 
the show and afterglow. The chapter is plan
ning a membership drive for late summer and 
expects to stimulate a lot more interest in the 
county and in the area in future activities of 
the chapt~ as well as future Par.ade.s. _Best 
of luck. Rice County, in your efforts. 

COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO: Har
ry Sparrow, tha t good old Ba rbershopper of 
Colorado Springs, Secretary of that chapter 
<is well as Past President of the Central States 
District, and now Ambassador-at-Large, re
ports entertainments at the? Lincoln PTA meet
ing. Vetera ns of Foreign Wars Past Com
manders night. and several o thers. Most im
portant activitil?S. however, is the old-fashioned 
social and pie a la mode and cake a nd ice cream 
for members of the chapter and anyone who 
wished to a ttend. They raised over $60.00 for 
their chapter treasury and a good time was had 
by all. 

MEXICO, MISSOURI: Lloyd Tribble, of the 
Mexico Chapter reports their ac tive participa
tion in the Little Dixie Area Qua riet Contest 
held in Columbia, Missouri. The Little Dixie 
Arca Is a model of activity for other areas to 
pattern after. The four chapters in the area 
get together on frequent occasions and thereby 
keep Barbershopping going at a great pace. 
The best of luck to the Little Dixie Area, and 
the up-and-coming Mexico. Chapter. 



VOLT AIRES 

QUARTET 

The Voltaires, an up-and·coming quartet at Pittsburg. Kansas. will be among the Pittsburg men who will welcome the Central States Barber
shoppers on October 17th. Also they will be real contenders for championship of the district this year. Carl Blackwell, bass singer, Is also 
General Chairman of the contest committee and like most General Chairmen. we know he's beating his brains out to make an outstanding and sue· 
ces~ful district meeting possible. 

JOHNNY PURDON oms 
From Al York of the Pittsburg Chapter comes 

news of the death of one o f the finest Ba rber
shoppers in the district - Johnny Purdon. 
Blessed with a high, sweet voice that could 
soar effortlessly and clearly to high "C". he 
was one of the most popular members of the 
Pittsburg Chapter. His Interest in Barbershop· 
ping would have been a great help to Pittsburg 
in the Oislrict Contest effort and the Pittsburg 
Chapter has resolved to make him proud of 
the fine results that they will obtain. 

VOCAL PROCESSION 
Maybe your Chapter members arc like ours, 

similar to the lady who bought the shoes. She 
really wore a 5, but a 6 felt so good that she 
bought a 7. 

That's the way with our tenors and leads. 
The guy starts out singing tenor but lead feels 
so good he finally ends up in the baritone sec
tion. Maybe that's why we have a dearth of 
tenors. 

For heaven's sake, if you sing tenor. keep 
singing high, and try to improve that Important 
voice. Don't get lazy and go down. 

"When you feel your oats and corn at the 
same time: 

"W hen it t<ikes you just half as long to get 
tired as it does to get rested; 

"W hen you prefer not to have a good time 
than to have to get over it; 

"W hen your wife tells you to pull in your 
s:omach. after you have already done so; 

"When you pay more attention to your food 
than to the waitress: 

"When you stop hoping for the best and try 
to avoid the worst; 

"When you look to see if your garter is drag
ginq when a girl takes a second look at you: 

"When your idea of getting ahead is stay
ing even. and you think of terms of pension 
rather than passion; 

"You are slipping, brother, you a re slip
piog!"-Stolen. 

VIKINGS TO DENVER SHOW 
On October 2-4 the lucky guys In and around 

Denver are going to have the pleasure of hear
ing the current International Champs- The 
Vikings. Anyone who lives even reasonably 
close by and misses this show is just plain un
fortuna te. Those wonderful trouprrs, heading 
up a show which includes excellent local and 
imported quartets, insure Its complete success. 

QUARTET CLINIC, PITTSBURG, 
SUNDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 18 

All quartets should p lan to attend the Q uar
tet Clinic at which the judges of the official 
contest will explain to interested quartets some 
of the technical details about wha t judges look 
for. The Quartet Clink has become one of the 
most popular additions to all contests. The 
judges makes notes during the actual contest 
the day before that make it possible for them 
to really help the quartets, because they have 
actually seem them in competition. 

The Clinic will be held at 9:30 A. M. Sun
day. the quartets will be interviewed on the 
bas:s of first registered-first served. Don't 
miss this fine function, and arrange to have 
your quartet there. 

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES BACK 
IN FULL SWING 

Many chapters over the district do not meet 
during the summer months. due to the heat. 
vac<:tions, etc., and are now getting back into 
the full swing of fall activities with chorus re
hearsals, plans for shows, parades and various 
public appearances in civic activities. 

Barbershopping is becoming an impo1·tant 
part of many communities in the Central States 
area. 

Chapter officers and members should realize 
what a marvelous opportunity it is and do 
everything they can to extend this peculiarly 
male activity by looking around them for other 
towns and people who would be Interested in 
forming chapters. Spreading the gospel of bar
bershop singing will go a long way toward 
keeping this great land of ours the grand place 
it is. 

SPENCER BOAT TRIP 
The Spencer Barber Shoppers' annual boat 

trip, dinner and songfest on O koboji Lake was 
held Friday night, August !'4th. The affair 
marked the beginning of fall activity for the 
group. The group was picked up by charter 
boats at the Crescent Beach Hotel at six o'clock 
P. M. The men and their wives made a tour 
of the lake and gave concerls at several places 
around the shore line. including Vacation Vil
lage. the Inn. Arnold's Park. a nd Spencer 
Beach. After the boat ride the Chorus returned 
about eight P. M. to the Crescent Beach Hotel 
for dinner. During the dinner hour entertain
ment was furnished by the Chorus, Spencer 
and visiting quartets. 

The visit of the Chorus to Okoboji is looked 
forward to each year by lake dwelln!I and the 
boats will usually stop and the fellows will 
sing wherever they see a group assembled. 

Sooner or later a man, if he is wise. learns 
that Barbershopping is a mixture of good days 
and bad. victory and defeat, and give and ta ke. 

* * * 
He learns that it doesn't pay to be a sensi

tive soul, that he should let some things go over 
his head like water over a duck's back. 

* * * 
He learns that he who loses his temper usual

ly loses. 
* * * 

He learns that all men have burnt toast for 
breakfast now and then, and that he shouldn' t 
take the other fellow's grouch too seriously. 

* * * 
He learns that carrying a chip on his shoul

der is the easiest way to get into a fight. 

* * * 
He learns that the quickest way to become 

unpopular is to carry tales and gossip. 

* * * 
He learns that it doesn't matter so much who 

gets the credit, whether it be C hapte r, Quartet , 
or Chorus, so long as there is harmony. 

* • • 
He learns that buck-passing always turns out 

to be a boomerang and that it never pays. 

• * * 
He learns that the Society could run per

fectly well without him. 

* * 
He learns tha t it doesn't do any harm to 

smile and say, "Good evening,' ' even if it is 
raining. 

• * * 
He learns to sympathize with the newer mem

ber, because he remembers how bewlldered he 
was when he first started. 

" * " 
He learns not to worry when he blows a 

chord. because experience has shown that, if 
he always gives his best, his average will break 
pretty well. 

* * * 
He learns that all directors and officers arc 

not monsters try lng to get the last ounce of 
work out of him, but are usually fine men who 
have succeeded through hard work and who 
want to do the right thing. 

* • • 
He learns that the gang is not any harder 

to get along with in one place than in another. 
a nd that getting along depend5 about 98 per 
cent on his own beha vior. 

-Plagiarized. 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S TYPEW-RITER 

It will be some satisfaction to the boys in 
Kansas and Missouri to know that the tempera
ture here. today, August 31. is a flat 100 de
grees. Man that is hot for this Iowa· country. 

The replies to my letters appointing the Area 
Counselors were certainly gratifying. Most of 
the replies are in the office and the few that 
are missing are, no doubt, due to arrive in a 
few days. I imagine the fellows are on vacation. 

While many of our chapters keep going the 
entire year, as a general thing the Fall, Winter, 
and Spring months are the months for Barber
shopping. It is time now to plan on sending 
your delegate to the district meeting in Pitts
burg. Kansas. in October. The District meeting 
will be held Saturday morning just before the 
<.:unt.:~t slart.s, and your Prexy and the othe i· 
District officers will be available for confabs 
Friday night and anytime you see us. 

It is also time to get in a few good publ:c 
relations licks. How about offering to handle 
the Sunday morning service music for a couple 
or so of your local churches? And when you 
sing in church, have them pass the <.:ollection 
plate among the chorus, too. It costs each fel. 
low very little and it makes a mighty fine <1p
pearance 'for the local Chapter. It makes wh<1 t 
we newspaper men call a "good press." 

It is also time to think about making Holid<1y 
appearances. Here in Spencer we have made 
singing at the local hospital, a nursing home, 
the county home and a certain street corner, a 
regular Holiday event. 

Naturally, nothing pleases a writer more than 
to know his stuff is being read. Apparently my 
article in the last SERENADE was fairly well 
received, for I had quite a few nice letters, in
cluding such SPEBSQSA stalwarts as Berney 
Simner and Dean Snyder. Berney is Chairman 
of the National C&J Committee and Dean is a 
member qf the International Board. 

A lot of CSA Parades are scheduled for the 
Fall and Winter months which bring to mind 
selling the tickets. If you are with me until now, 
you know that I wrote .. Selling," the tickets. 
In my humble opinion. there are but very few 
places where an intensive selling campaign is 
not necessary. The right kind of publicity is a 
great thing, but it is only part of selling, re
member that. In the first place, pick a fellow 
who knows sales management as your ticket 
ch<tirman. He will probably give each member 
fifteen or twenty tickets to sell. That ought to 
be the minimum, but a lot of the members will 
be out of tickets the first day and their sales 
may mount to two hundred or more. 

\Ve have a banker here in Spencer by the 
name of Ozzie Chaney who regularly sells more 
than two hundred tickets. Ozzie is a VP of the 
Clay County Bank and, I imagine, sort of brings 
up the subject of Barbershopper tickets before 
he gives the nod on a loan. He always offers to 
give their money back if they are not pleased 
with the show. To date he has never had to 
make a refund, and Ozzie has been hitting the 
jack pot on ticket sales for six years now. The 
answer is, that he simply loves Barbershopping 
a nd believes that a Parade of Quartets is the 
best show on earth. I cannot say he is wrong. 

If every member will ask anyone he sees 
there will be no empty seats at our parades. 
I believe that our members here sell more than 
90 % of our more than 2000 seats. If there is 
an empty seat at a Spencer Parade, you can 
bet your boots that it is not because the ticket 
for the space has not been sold. 

Should you sell a program book? 

I believe that a program book with adyer
tising space to cover the cost of printing and 
yield a fine profit to the chapter should defi
nitely be sold: Here are a few do's and don' ts 
on that subject. 
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In the first place, the Chapter President 
should appoint a good committee and that com
mittee should have the privilege of picking the 
saiesmen to help them do the selling. Now. do 
not make the mistake of asking advertising 
men who are already calling on the prospects 
to sell the book. On the other hand, one of your 
ndvertising salesmen members can and will lay 
out the book for you and that will be a big 
help. An attractive book will help sell the next 
year's program. \Ve even sell all the profes
sional men here. O ur gross revenues from the 
book ran over $1.800.00 last year. The net was 
a bout $900.00. Again, as in the ticket selling. 
it t;,:kes culls and work to get the job done, but 
you might be surprised how easy it proves to 
be. 

OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO QUARTETS 

A chapter or two have written me saying 
that it was next to impossible for them to rake 
up enough money to pay for a Parade, for in 
certain cases there is not enough seating ca
pacity uvailable. Now, I regard it a privilege 
of any quartet in the CSA that resides in the 
adjacent area to give the smaller chapter a lift 
by appearing on their Parades. I am sure all 
the quartets will agree with me. If there is some 
money to help the quartets with expenses, fine. 
If not. I hope they will go and sing anyway. 

I am sure Herb Wall, CSA secretary. will 
have an article elsewhere in this issue about 
the District contest. I will see you there. Any 
woodshedders need a good lead? 

(Editor's Note-What does this character 
mean-good lead?) 


